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Introduction 
Why Ecuador? As a birdwatcher for nearly 40 years I have always been keen to see new birds. I am 
not a mad twitcher, I prefer to spend time out in the field rather than in a car driving to see one lost 
bird that may well die or fly off before I get to see it.  It is seeing birds in their natural habitat and 
understanding about their habits and ecology that I really like. Therefore, when my wife said I could 
go on a birdwatching holiday for my 50th birthday, and I realised I could afford a Naturtrek Bargain 
Birding tour, I began to think about where. 
 
South America has more bird species than any other continent.  With over 3,370 of the world’s 
10,000 species it has almost twice as many as Africa, the next richest continent. I have always loved 
visiting new places with new birds and have always wanted to go South America because of its 
enormous biodiversity.  The most bird rich area of the world is the humid rain and cloud forest of 
Western Columbia and Ecuador.  Ecuador has the fifth highest number of bird species of any 
country.  It is half the size of France, yet with over 1,600 species it has more bird species than the 
whole of North America and Europe put together!  
 
I spoke to Naturetrek about whether I should go to Venezuela, Peru, Columbia or Ecuador and they 

advised Ecuador because, being a small country, distances are not too great and you can cover a 

wide range of habitats and altitude in a short time. I noticed that the February 2017 trip was 

advertising a male willing to share so I could avoid a single room supplement so in November 2016 I 

booked it.  Although I had originally selected just the Cock of the Rock tour they included an optional 

extension to the Amazon in the trip details. When I began to look at the bird-guide I realised that the 

birds of the Amazon were almost totally different to those that live in Andes, it was possible to see 

over 200 in the Andes and then another 200 or more different species in the Amazon. So I thought if 

I am going all that way wouldn’t it be good to go there too.  My wife agreed and so I added the 

extension.  Booking in November for a February departure didn’t leave a great deal of time to brush 

up my rusty Spanish or learn such a rich avifauna, but I got out my Spanish CDs and bought the Helm 

Birds of Ecuador identification guide and gave it my best shot. 

 
The itinerary was to land Monday evening in Quito. Spend three nights in the Western Andes staying 
at Mindo Loma. Then a night back in Quito before heading over the Papallacta Pass to spend two 
nights in the Eastern Andes at Guango. Then back to Quito for one night and then a flight from Quito 
to Coca for 4 nights in the Amazon at Sacha Lodge. Saturday morning travel back to the UK arriving 
Sunday night. 
 

 
Figure I the Itinerary  
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Figure 2 the Andes Section showing two snow-capped volcanoes on the Equator.  
 

 
Figure 3 Cross section through the Andes and Amazon Basin. 
 
Figure 3 shows that the Andes are in two parts, a western and eastern section with Quito sitting in a 
valley in between. However, at 2,800 metres Quito is still at a significant altitude, whereas the 
Amazon Basin is below 300 metres. Altitude is a key factor in the species variety and evolution. The 
bird guide distribution maps show for many species clear lines running north to south on one or both 
sides of the Andes matching their altitude preference.  The Quito valley has acted as a barrier for 
some species and meant birds of the same altitude on the east and west have been isolated for 
millions of years, allowing different species and races to evolve on the two sides, which increases the 
diversity still further.  
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Vegetation zones in Ecuador 

Altitude Zone, vegetation Temperature Rainfall 

200- 400M (1,300’) Tropical, rainforest 25-28oC up to 5,000mm,  
Coca 3,300mm 

400- 1,800M (5,900’) Tropical, cloudforest 20-25oC heavy up to 2,500mm 

1,800- 2,500M (8,200’) Sub-tropical, cloudforest 15-20oC moderate  
Quito 1,100mm 

2,500- 3,200M (10,500’) Temperate, cloudforest 10-15oC 1,000mm 

3,200- 4,650M (15,300’) Cold, paramo grassland 3-9oC  

Above 4,650M 
5,000M  

Frozen 
snowline 

0-3oC  

 

Global Conservation Status 
Fifteen of the bird species and two of the mammal species I saw have been classified as threatened 
with extinction.  I have used the Birdlife International and International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) categories for those species on the Red lists of Threatened Species. 
 
 

 
 

  

 

Globally 

Threatened 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Union_for_Conservation_of_Nature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Union_for_Conservation_of_Nature
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Sunday 5th February 2017 Manchester to Madrid 
At 8.30am my wife and children drove me to Manchester Airport in time to catch the 12.10 to 

London Heathrow.  On the way I saw a heron and buzzard, but Abi said I couldn’t add these to my 

holiday list. I spent a couple of hours in terminal 5, where I found out through Facebook that my 

brother-in-law, Adam, was also waiting for a flight in Terminal 5; his was going to Bangkok on 

business trip.  However, he was in the business class lounge and anyway there wasn’t much time to 

meet up.  I caught the 15.35 to Madrid and arrived about 19.00 local time.  On the plane I sat next to 

a Spanish girl who had been studying in America, but was being sent home as she had been naughty.  

Not sure what she had done but she often mentioned her boyfriend.  We spoke in a mixture of 

Spanish and English and we played cards. Spanish card packs don’t have numbers 6,7 or 8 for some 

reason and don’t have jack, queen or kings like ours, or perhaps it was just this pack, something to 

check next time I go to Spain. 

 

We landed about 7pm. I caught a bus to Hospedaje Los Rosales, a hotel in a slightly run-down 

area near the airport.  The hotel was basic with a room, shower and wifi, but no eating facilities, 

which is what I wanted, and it only cost 33 euros.  I settled in and then went out for some tapas and 

cerveca. I visited 3 bars and had a good fill and slept well. 

Monday 6th Madrid to Quito 
The Madrid Airport new extension is 
a marvellous building. It is enormous, 
with circular glass windows in the 
wood clad ceiling and great metal 
stanchions holding it up.  These are 
painted greens and yellows and 
subtly change shade and colour from 
one end of the building to the other.  
It was designed by Richard Rogers 
Partnership who also designed 
Heathrow Terminal 5, but I think they 
did a much better job in Madrid. 
 
As my flight wasn’t until midday I had 
planned to find a cafe in the morning 
for some breakfast, but the one I 
found looked a bit busy and I decided 
to go to a grocer’s and get some 
snacks and get to the airport as soon 
as I could.  I had noticed the bus I 
needed to catch actually stopped 
right outside the hotel. As it was so 
close to the hotel as I waited I could 
still use the hotel’s wifi to ring my 
wife on What’s App. At the bus stop I 
noticed spotless starling and 
blackbird. At the airport I saw carrion 
crow, house sparrow and white 
wagtail.  
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I knew that there was one other person on the trip who would be catching the same plane as me, 

Kevin from Scotland, who I thought I might be sharing with. He wasn’t hard to spot amongst the 

short, dark skinned and dark-haired Spanish and South Americans. He was tall, pale skinned and with 

curly, slightly ginger hair, I instantly knew it was him and this was confirmed when he got on the 

plane and I noticed his tee shirt had birds on it.  He sat behind me and we chatted about the trip. We 

did end up sharing rooms for the next two weeks and we got on very well.  We were about the same 

age, had a similar attitude to birding (spending time indoors was a waste of birding time).  We also 

both liked football and had a similar sense of humour.    

 

Next to me was another English chap who was a television producer going to make five, five minute 

documentaries about Ecuadorian football.  We left Madrid 40 minutes late which meant when we 

arrived in Quite at 6.45 it was just about dark.  We collected our bags and then were met by our 

driver, Washington, and driven to Puembo Birding Hotel. There were loads of people on the streets 

as we drove to our hotel.  There were also lots of dogs. As the trip progressed I realised that In 

Ecuador everyone has dogs.  They didn’t have collars and were allowed to roam free.  I never saw 

anyone walking a dog and most of the dogs I saw on the journey from the airport were not feral or 

stray dogs but family pets allowed to roam like cats do in Britain.   When we got to our hotel we 

were met by the owner Mercedes, and her dogs, and made to feel very welcome.  We had a three-

course meal met some of our tour party and went to bed.  

Tuesday 7th February Quito, Yanacocha, Eco Road and Mindo Loma 
Yanacocha 3,100 metre temperate forest 

Mindo Loma 1,800m sub-tropical cloudforest 

 

We had breakfast at 5am, but we had both been awake since 4am.  We left Puembo just after 5 with 

our guide Jorge and our driver Jorge.  There were 10 of us on the trip. Everyone except Kevin and I 

were in pairs.  There was Greg from the Wirral and his friend Stephen from Yorkshire and Eric and 

David from Warrington, who, although living in the same town as me I had never met before.  They 

had arrived early and been into the centre of Quito for a couple of nights. Neil from Cumbria and 

Chris from Leicester had been to the Amazon as a pre-tour extension. They had stayed at the same 

lodge as we were going to stay at so I was keen to find out what they had seen and what tips they 

might have for us. Finally, there was a retired couple, Merili and Chris from Dorset who were also 

going on the Amazon extension like us.  We had a 15-seater minibus so there was plenty of room. 

 

We drove through Quito as it got light. Quito was a busy city, lots of cars, lots of people on the street 

milling about, vendors selling food from little stalls and grocery shops with loads of fruit and of 

course, dogs.  The buildings were breeze blocks and concrete of little architectural merit, but then 

what city suburbs are?  The centre of Quito, however, which I didn’t get a chance to explore, is a 

world heritage site for its historic Spanish Colonial architecture. On the way through we saw eared 

dove, great thrush and rufous collared sparrows. 

 

Quito is the second highest capital in the world at about 2,800 metres (9,300 feet).  It is in a valley 

surrounded by the Western and Eastern Andes.  The highest peaks are all volcanoes, many of them 

active and this area is called Volcano Alley.  We climbed out of Quito to reach a nature reserve on 
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the slopes of Pichincha Volcano, which gives the general area its name. It is 4,784 metres high 

(15,700 feet) and has two peaks. It last erupted in 1999 and covered the city in ash.  Before then it 

erupted in 1953 and before that in 1660. 

 

We were visiting Yanacocha Reserve, a 1,200-hectare reserve owned by the World Land Trust.  It is 

at 3,600 metres high and is temperate forest.  It was established to protect the Ecuadorian endemic 

and Critically Endangered black-breasted puffleg, in one of its only two known locations, but even 

here it is very rarely seen. On the way up we went through some dry scrub vegetation, as Quito is in 

a rain shadow.  Further up there were lush green fields grazed by cattle with plantations of 

eucalyptus.  It was a bit sad to see in an area of such tree biodiversity an alien species.  There were 

surprisingly few birds in the fields, just the odd rufous-collared sparrow.  

 

We rounded a corner and saw two raptors, we stopped and found they were two carunculated 

caracaras gliding over a ridge which showed well.  Then further along the same ridge was a black-

chested buzzard eagle soaring. As we entered the reserve was saw quite a few black glossy 

flowerpiercers.  At the gate there were our first two hummingbirds, a black-tailed trainbearer flying 

with its enormously long tail and just outside the window, perched in a tree, I saw and 

photographed a great sapphirewing.  Further along we parked in the car park where there were 

more hummingbirds including shining sunbeam and buff-winged starfrontlet.  

 

I was now really excited.  This was it our first chance to get out in the wilderness.  The weather was 

great with blue sky and although high, it wasn’t cold. We walked along a level track through the 

woodland. It wasn’t heaving with birds and in fact for the first ten minutes we didn’t see anything.  

In English woodlands there are usually lots of come birds around, often quite bold and noisy.  

However, here although there are far more species they go round in mixed species flocks with just 

one or two of each species.  We then encountered our first flock.  I then realised seeing birds would 

not be as easy here as at home as the vegetation was so luxuriant and thick and evergreen and I 

didn’t know any of the bird calls.  Fortunately, Jorge was an excellent bird guide.  He knew all the 

bird calls, he was fantastic at spotting and identifying birds and then used a small green torch to 

shine near the birds and then gave the instructions, “follow my light, don’t look for the bird, find the 

light, it is a metre above the light”. And so it was and I usually got great views of everything Jorge 

found. Without Jorge I wouldn’t have seen three quarters of what I saw.  I think a professional bird 

guide here is essential. 

 

Our first mixed flock consisted of rufous wren, scarlet-bellied tanager, white throated tyrannulet 

and white throated spinetail. There was also hooded mountain tanager but I didn’t see that. We 

continued along the track.  Jorge also had bird calls on his phone and would play tracks to entice 

birds out.  There are a group of extremely dull, small and skulking birds that Jorge seemed very keen 

to show us: tapaculos.  We spent some time looking for, and heard, but never saw blackish tapaculo.  

Over the next few days we would spend a lot of time looking at bushes just six feet away with a 

tapaculo in calling but never seeing them.  However, there are two tapaculos that are quite big and 

attractive.  One is the ocellated tapaculo which I was keen to see.  Unfortunately, although we heard 

them and they came quite close they didn’t reveal themselves. The other species, the rusty-backed 

tapaculo is a rainforest bird.  
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The mountains were steep and thickly wooded with many steep valleys.  The trees were not tall but 

were covered in epiphytes and bromeliads and the vegetation was very lush, perfect habitat for 

spectacled bears, but no chance of seeing them. 

 

 
Andean temperate Cloudforest at Yanacocha  

 

We walked further along the track adding black-chested mountain tanager and both cinereous and 

blue backed conebills. We came to a hummingbird feeder where buff-winged starfrontlet and 

sapphire-vented pufflegs were common.  Then perched high on a tree was one of today’s star birds, 

and the only one we saw on the trip, a sword-billed hummingbird.   I had tried not to form a list of 

birds I wanted to see as I didn’t want to be disappointed, however, when looking through the books 

you can’t help forming a list and this was in my top five.  It came down to feeder and showed really 

well and I took some decent pictures. 

 

  
Sword-billed hummingbird, sapphire-vented puffleg and Buff-winged starfrontlet 
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We then walked off the track onto a narrow path where Jorge played rufous antpitta calls. After a 

while it replied and got closer. In order to accommodate everyone on the narrow path I was literally 

clinging onto the mountainside and, while doing so, I looked down and got a great but brief view of 

the rufous antpitta.  It then flew up and onto the path where everyone got a good but brief view as 

it ran across the path. I took some photos but because it was so dark the bird was just a blur. 

Antpittas are a really odd-looking birds with long legs and almost no tail. They live on the forest floor 

and although quite vocal can be very hard to see. 

 

Further along the track the bird top of my non-existent must-see list glided over a ridge, an Andean 

Condor. Although the national bird of Ecuador they are quite scarce in Ecuador and most are on the 

eastern side so to see one on these western slopes and on our first day was quite a treat.  Because 

there are less than 7,000 and they are declining they are classed as Near Threatened by Birdlife 

International. I only saw it for a few seconds, but it was enough to see it slowly flap its huge wings.  

 

There were some more hummingbird feeders further along the path.  Here there was golden-

breasted puffleg, Tyrian metaltail and masked flowerpiecer. Up a little path were more 

hummingbird feeders and bananas nailed to the trees.  This was an excellent feeding station.  It was 

just a small clearing, there was no hide but the birds just kept appearing.  There were scarlet-bellied 

mountain tanagers, rufous-naped brushfinch, a red-crested cotinga, barred fruiteater a super great 

sapphirewing and others. 

 

  
Sapphire-vented puffleg and great sapphirewing,  
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 Scarlet-bellied tanager, rufous-naped brushfinch and glossy flowerpiecer 

 

We then walked back along the track where we came across more mixed species flocks containing 

spectacled whitestart, pearled tree-runner, blue-backed conebill, stripe headed brushfinch and 

superciliated hemispingus. 

 

  
 Blue-backed conebill and spectacled whitestart 

 

We had a three-course meal at lunch time in the visitor centre.  The shining sunbeams showed well 

as did another red crested cotinga. There was also a female Tyrian Metaltail on the feeders.  We 

then went back to the bus and drove down through some open grassy fields to more, dense, 

cloudforest.  We stopped regularly to see birds including one place where there was hooded 

mountain tanager, blue winged mountain tanager, grass-green tanager and squirrel cuckoo.  We 

also saw turquoise jay and broad-winged hawk.  It clouded over and there was some drizzle. Further 

down I had brief but good views of slaty-backed bush tyrant. 

 

The bird on the front of the Naturetrek 2016 holiday brochure is the plate-billed mountain toucan.  

This was also in my top five and three appeared in a pine tree and gave good views through my 

scope.  This species is classified as Near Threatened as it has a restricted range and is decreasing. 
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Plate-billed mountain toucan 

 

At the bottom of the valley there was small building with a view point over some bananas nailed to a 

branch.  Here we saw rufous-collared sparrows, thick-billed euphonias and lemon rumped 

tanagers.  A flock of red-billed parrots flew over.  In a clearing was a summer tanager, a back 

phoebe making a nest, red-faced spinetail and tropical kingbird.  Above the trees black vultures 

circled. 

 

We then drove Mindo Loma Lodge, our accommodation for the next three nights.  We arrived with 

just enough light to see a black phoebe.  We unpacked in our spacious room then went to the main 

building to compile the bird list, drink a beer and eat a 3-course meal then to bed. We had seen 55 

species of which all but the black vulture and broad winged hawk, which I had seen in the USA, were 

lifers.  Although a modest total I had seen three of my top five: Andean Condor, sword billed 

hummingbird and plate billed mountain toucan and so was very satisfied.  

Wednesday 8th February, Milpe and Mindo Loma 
Milpe 1,100 metres, tropical cloudforest 

Mindo Loma 1,800 metres, sub-tropical cloudforest 

 

We got up at 4.45, had breakfast at 5.15 and before 6 were on our way down hill to Milpe Lodge. At 

an altitude of 1,100 metres it was lower than Mindo Loma, which is about 1,800 metres, and in a 

different vegetation zone, this being tropical cloudforest whereas Mindo Loma is on the border with 

sub-tropical cloudforest.  It was short drive but when we got there it was drizzly rain.  We stayed in 

the car park where a bay wren was singing and although I had several good views others in the 

group struggled. There was also a scaley throated foliage gleaner which I also saw reasonably well. 

Near the car park there was an open sided seating area next to an array of hummingbird feeders 

where we could shelter from the rain and watch white necked Jacobin, green-crowned 

woodnymph, Andean emerald, rufous-tailed hummingbird, green crowned brilliant and green 

thorntail just a few feet away.  This was amazing, so many hummingbirds and so close and the rain 

didn’t seem to bother them, though made camera shutter speeds quite slow and so I took a few 

blurry images. 
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Green-crowned woodnymph and green-crowned brilliant 

 

The rain eased and we prepared to go into the forest. I went to the toilet near the hummingbird 

feeders while most stayed in the car park to look for the wren. At the feeders I found a fantastic bird, 

a rufous motmot. I watched and took some photos while calling “motmot” and eventually the rest 

heard me and came, however, by then it wasn’t showing quite so well.  There was a more birdlife 

with a large mixed flock including some woodcreepers, foliage gleaners, choco warbler and silver 

throated and golden tanagers in the trees.  We then walked into the woods where we found slate 

throated whitestart, a female collared trogon and various flycatchers and tyrannulets including 

ornate flycatcher.  Again, in places the birdlife was prolific and others it was empty.  We moved onto 

where a strange noise was coming from.  This was the club-winged manakin and it wasn’t long 

before Jorge had found this tiny little bird that makes this strange noise by vibrating its wings above 

its back.  We got really good views as it sat on a twig for ages, but it didn’t do its display when I had 

my camera on it. Overhead some swallow-tailed kites flew over.  

 

  
Female collared trogon and rufous motmot 
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We returned to the car and then walked out along the track through more open areas of fields.  Here 

was found a roadside hawk and a hook-billed kite flew over.  At the junction with the road we 

found a southern house wren, a fantastic green honeycreeper and golden tanager and tropical 

kingbird as well as black and turkey vultures. We then drove back to Mindo Loma for lunch. 

  
Cloudforest vegetation and club-winged manakin 

 

There was some light rain at Mindo Loma but the birds were showing well at the hummingbird 

feeders and on the bananas nailed to the trees.  On the hummingbird feeders there were velvet-

purple coronet, fawn breasted and green-crowned brilliant and one of my favourites the violet- 

tailed sylph.  There were also tanagers including excellent views of blue-winged mountain tanagers, 

golden tanager and golden crowned tanager as well as the duller dusky bush tanager.  

 

 While having lunch my wife returned my call using What’s App and the lodge’s wifi.  It was a video 

call so I went outside where I became a bit distracted as there was a new mountain tanager, similar 

to the blue-winged but with a green back.  I showed my family on the video but they couldn’t make 

it out.  After the call I went back to the table and found the bird in the book, Black-chinned 

mountain-tanager, everyone rushed out but they had gone.  We didn’t see them again that day but 

they did appear the following so everyone eventually saw them. 

 

  
Blue-winged mountain tanager and hooded mountain tanager  
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Golden tanager and violet-tailed sylph  

 

After lunch we went back down the Milpe but to a different car park.  We walked through the woods 

here.  One of the first birds we saw was rather special, a red-billed scythebill, which showed really 

well.  We also had good views of broad-billed motmot and heard, but never saw, a spotted 

nightingale thrush.  There were relatively few other birds. 

 

We got back to the car park where Kevin casually asked “is that a toucan?” And then the whole place 

exploded into life.  It was a toucan species, a pale mandibled aracari. A medium sized toucan species 

and then, while I was torn between the aracari and a summer plumaged Blackburnian warbler 

someone found the biggest toucan species, chestnut-mandibled toucan, in fact there was a pair. 

While I was sketching those a flock of bronze-winged parrots landed in a tree close by. Then Jorge 

found the top bird of the day, a female long-wattled umbrella bird.  This bird is restricted to the 

Ecuador-Columbia eco-region known as the Choco bio-geographic region.  Up to 25% of the bird and 

mammal species in the coastal plain and western Andes that make up the region are endemic to the 

area and it is one of the most biodiverse regions on earth. However, since the 1960s there has been 

extensive forest loss in the area and that has fragmented this umbrella bird’s habitat and this has led 

to a significant decline that, with the pressure from hunting, has led to it being given a Vulnerable 

conservation status.   There was also a ruddy pigeon, which also has a Vulnerable status, though it 

has a much wider distribution in the Amazon basin and it is deforestation there that has led to its 

classification. A Roadside hawk sat obligingly in a tree, but we had to move on.  We drove further 

along the road finding yet another toucan species.  This one, the Choco toucan is, like the umbrella 

bird and as its name suggests, unique to the Choco Region.  Although it may be declining it is not so 

severe and happily it is classified as Least Concern.  We walked along the track finding more new 

species including yellow-collared chlorophonia and two Pacific Horneros that were walking around 

on the track. Our final find of the day was rose-faced parrot that Jorge was very pleased to find, 

another Choco eco-region endemic. 
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Chestnut-mandibled toucan and rose-faced parrot 

 

We went back to Mindo Loma, did our bird list, had dinner and then went to another lodge to look 

for black and white owl, which we didn’t find but we did see rufous-bellied nighthawk flying over 

our lodge’s car park.  A fantastic day, 81 species seen, most of them lifers.  Finding birds in the forest 

is hard, the vegetation is very thick, lush and evergreen and although birds might be close they don’t 

often show themselves for long, but this afternoon when the toucans appeared there were too 

many great species to look at, what an afternoon! 

Thursday 9th February Refugio Paz de la Aves and Mindo  
Refugio Paz de la Aves 1,900 m sub-tropical cloudforest 

Mindo Valley 1,200 m, tropical cloudforest and fields 

 

Up at 4.30, breakfast at 5 and then went to Refugio Paz de la Aves.  We arrived in the dark and 

walked along a path to a hide. There was an American couple there already and it was quite 

cramped with 12 of us plus some more that joined us.  We could hear the strange noises made by 

the Andean Cock-of the rock and as it got light we could see two males fairly well.  Though partly 

hidden by vegetation at times I had good views and took some decent pictures. There were three 

males in all.  One was quite close and in the open at first light but as it got lighter he flew so he was 

partly obscured by vegetation.  None of them showed themselves fully but we had great views and 

they put on a good and noisy display.  While we watching them Jorge found a golden headed 

quetzal and so I had a quick look at that and then went back to the cock of the rock.  Angel and 

Rodrigo, who own the reserve and lodge, put out some bananas and soon there were three dark-

backed wood-quails feeding at our feet.  Apparently they are quite hard birds to find anywhere else 

and are classified by the ICUN and Birdlife International as Vulnerable as they have a small and 

fragmented range, mostly in Ecuador with recent records from only a few sites.  There was also a 

pair of chestnut-capped brush-finches that showed well. 

 



18  

 

  

Andean Cock of the rock photo above and my sketches below. Dark-backed wood-quail above 

 
My sketches of the Cock of the Rock, water colour added later 

 

After an hour or so we went back to the main track and then up a little path where Angel and 

Rodrigo put some chopped up worms on a branch just off the ground and then literally called in a 

pair of giant antpittas. While we waited a female cock of the rock flew over but I missed it. Then I 

saw a large brownish bird one fly in, or rather flopped in. It was much bigger than I imagined.  Then 

another one emerged from the thick undergrowth and sat on the branch eating the worms. Then 

another came out.  They showed really well and when the worms had gone wandered around the 

forest floor for a while. We even saw them mating after they had had breakfast.  This was a highlight 

of the trip.  I was pretty certain we would see cock of the rock as they display everyday whatever the 
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weather, so although seeing them was great and an unforgettable experience I was just as excited 

about the giant antpittas as I wasn’t confident we would see them and that they would also be so 

easy to see. They are also classed as a Vulnerable species with a restricted range, almost all in 

Ecuador and less than 1,700 birds and habitat that is becoming degraded. 

 

  
Left, World Distribution of Giant Antpitta. Right a Giant Antpitta 

 

We were then driven up the track passing through very steep cattle fields which still had large forest 

trees growing in them. We then stopped and got out to see our second antpitta species of the day, 

yellow breasted antpitta, Again it was coming to worms provided by Angel and Rodrigo.  After a few 

minutes of eating worms the bird moved on having shown really well and very close.   

 

Next, we drove to the top of the hill. On the way we saw a broad-winged hawk. At the top of the hill 

a tree lined track had some very interesting birds.  First was a scaled fruiteater, then a male collared 

trogon and a superb plate-billed mountain toucan.  Angel and Rodrigo then produced there third 

antpitta, chestnut-crowned antpitta which again showed well feeding on worms.  This one prefers 

bamboo and was living in a bamboo thicket.  Ecuador has 180 species of bamboo and bamboo 

thickets have a special fauna with many birds restricted to the bamboo forests and thickets.  

 

The birds kept coming. We went back to minibus where a white-rumped hawk glided over then a 

pair of swallow-tailed kites appeared.  One landed in a tree close to us. I took a few pictures and 

drew a sketch. Then the second bird flew in, climbed on top and they too had sex in front of us! 
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Yellow-breasted antpitta, fields and cloud forest, chestnut-crowned antpitta and mating swallow-

tailed kites 

 

We then went down to Angel and Rodrigo’s centre where they took us through some fields into a 

dark wood. On the way we found a crimson-rumped toucanet.  In the dark woods, sitting in what 

looked like the entrance to a dark and gloomy cave was over fourth antpitta moustached antpitta. 

This species is categorised as Vulnerable due to its small range in Columbia and Ecuador which has 

become fragmented due to habitat loss. After that we went to try and see ochre-breasted antpitta, 

but our luck and run out.  We walked back to the centre seeing some interesting birds on the way 

like Blackburnian warbler, montane woodcreeper and brown capped vireo. The centre overlooks a 

superb wooded valley.  However, around the roofed balcony there were hummingbird feeders and 

bananas nailed to branches and a huge variety of birds were hopping round the centre and in the 

adjacent bushes including blue-winged mountain, beryl spangled, palm and grass-green tanagers, 

Ecuadorian thrush, southern yellow grosbeak and more.   We had our first woodpecker a male 

powerful woodpecker. The hummingbirds were amazing, violet-tailed sylth, velvet purple coronet, 

fawn-breasted brilliant, purple bibbed whitetip all showed really as did two new ones: empress 

brilliant and, one of my favourites, booted racket tails.  Eventually we had to go and we drove down 

the hill to Mindo Loma for lunch. On the way we saw an American kestrel. 
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Booted Racket-tail and Crimson-rumped Toucanet 

 

It was raining at Mindo but we still managed to get some good birds with hummingbirds and this 

time everyone saw the Black-chinned mountain-tanager. I also found a new species in the canopy 

from the first floor of the lodge, capped conebill. 

 

I was still drizzly rain after lunch so we went down the slope towards Milpe but turned off and went 

down through the village of Mindo to the river.  There was not much on the river apart from a black 

phoebe and it was still raining, but not hard.  We spent the afternoon exploring this more disturbed 

Area with open habitats consisting of some fields, large trees, copses and tracks where we found 

wide range of new birds: dusky pigeon, bronze winged parrots flying over, Choco toucan, cinnamon 

becard, lemon rumped tanager, bay-headed tanager, orange bellied euphonia, Blackburnian 

warbler.  Particular highlights for me the scarlet backed woodpecker, olivaceous piculet, swallow 

tanager, bananaquit, blue-necked tanager, yellow tufted dacnis and blue black grassquit.  

 

Jorge had arranged to meet a friend at 5pm who knew where a common potoo was roosting.  When 

we got there it was raining quite hard but we got some good views, though it was bit dark for decent 

photos.  After this we stopped in Mindo town where I got some money from a cash machine and we 

also saw a flock of giant and shiny cowbirds. 

 

We had another great meal at Mindo Loma and then went on another trip to see if we could find the 

black and white owl.  Again we had no luck, but we did see a strong-billed woodcreeper as it got 

dark in the car park of our lodge. 

Friday 10th February the Eco Road back to Quito  
via Alampi Hummingbird Gardens and Quito Airport Res 

Eco Road 2,500 metres edge of sub tropical and into temperate cloudforest 

Hummingbird Gardens 1,400 m tropical cloudforest 

Road back to Quito 2,800m and Quito reservoir 2,300m 
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It was about 6.15 and we were getting on the bus, it was just getting light and we saw out first bird, 

a strong billed woodcreeper climbing the trees around the car park, probably the one we saw as it 

was getting dark last night.  After some good views we drove out onto the main road and then on to 

the Eco Road. 

We drove up the Eco Road and stopped overlooking a fantastic wooded mountain valley with mist 

hugging parts of the mountain.  Then had our first new bird species white lined tanager. We left the 

minibus and walked up the track through pristine cloud forest.  The trees were big here and covered 

in epiphytes and bromeliads.  The sun was shining and I really liked this woodland.  There were good 

birds too.  But again you had to wait for small mixed species flocks to appear.   

 

I had calculated that my second new bird of the day would be my 1000th species. In fact I had 

calculated wrong and I had already seen my 1000th species the previous day, but I didn’t know that 

when I clapped my eyes on a streaked tuftedcheek.  I was pleased that my 1000th bird was an exotic 

and interesting species. There were turquoise jay, great thrush, montane and strong-billed 

woodcreeper, a variety of flycatchers including a rufous-headed pygmy-tyrant that showed briefly 

and russet crowned and three striped warbler.  We also got our first sighting of a tapaculo, a 

Spillman’s tapaculo, a dull black bird, but good to actually see one, briefly.  Other birds included 

tawny-bellied hermit and as I left the group for a moment I saw three very dark and long tailed 

hummingbirds with a white patch.  Jorge said they were gorgetted hummingbirds, a key species for 

this area. Further along the track we saw them again and one perched so we could see it well and I 

could photograph and sketch it.   
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At the top of the hill we heard but didn’t see a green and black fruiteater even though it was very 

close and in the valley toucan barbets and plumbeous pigeon were calling, but we didn’t see either 

of them.  On the way down we passed the entrance to the Bella Vista Reserve, but did not enter it.  

However, we did find an enormous worm on the track over 50cm long and part of it had been lost.  

We also saw a pair of barred hawks and in one area found a mixed flock including Blackburnian 

warbler, white-winged brushfinch and a few other species. 

 

 
Trees were heaving with bromeliad and other epiphytes 

 

From a ridge there was a spectacular view of the wood valleys with a turkey vulture floating over it 

and blue winged mountain tanagers in the trees. Part way down the hill we walked down a track to 

a house where they had hummingbird feeders. There were violet –tailed sylphs, purple throated 

woodstar, fawn-breasted brilliant and purple-bibbed whitetip.  There were also lots of beautiful 

butterflies.  We continued to down the track for our last attempt to see toucan barbet, but for the 

first time on the trip we were unsuccessful.  
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Cloudforest cleared for cattle grazing, female violet-throated woodstar 

 

We drove down to the valley bottom to visit a hummingbird bird garden where we sat eating lunch 

with loads of hummingbirds coming to about 15 feeders and other larger passerines coming to the 

bananas.  These included new species like brown violetear and western emerald and others we had 

seen before like white-necked Jacobin, rufous-tailed hummingbirds, Andean emerald, rufous-tailed 

and speckled hummingbirds, Purple-bibbed Whitetip, green-crowned woodnymph, fawn-breasted 

brilliant, green-crowned brilliant, buff-tailed coronet, booted racket-tail, violet-tailed sylph, 

collared inca and purple throated woodstar. Amongst the passerines new birds were a golden-olive 

woodpecker and red headed barbet, other birds included   blue-gray tanager, rufous motmot, 

golden tanager and broad-billed euphonia.   

 

  
Purple-bibbed Whitetip and brown violetear 
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Olive-green woodpecker and female golden crested quetzal 

 

After lunch we walked down to the river.  On the way Jorge found a female golden-crowned 

quetzal. There was also variable seedeater, yellow-bellied seedeater and Pacific hornero.  At the 

river I found a couple of water tyrants and there were also two white-capped dippers But they 

didn’t stay long.  Then Jorge found the quetzal again showing much better this time. I did some 

sketches.  At about two thirty we went back to the coach, a quick look in the hummingbird garden 

revealed a Swainson’s thrush, and then we left.   

 

After an hour we were through the lush cloudforests of the Western Andes and entering the drier 

and browner landscape of Quito in the rain shadow.  We went towards the airport, parked up on 

dual carriageway and walked across the road to a very utilitarian reservoir where we found several 

new species including Andean gull and laughing gull both of which are unusual hear.  There were 

also Blue-winged teal, yellow-billed pintail, pied billed grebe and spotted sandpipers. As we drove 

through Quito to the hotel we spotted a peregrine hunting over the city. It was getting dark as we 

arrived at our hotel and a walk in the grounds didn’t produce any birds except eared doves.  We had 

a nice three course meal in this posh hotel and had a good night’s sleep. Jorge had promised a treat 

in the morning, he had arranged a change of plan, we were going to Antisana Volcano where 

condors nest and Andean (formerly black-faced) ibis live.  He was excited telling us, but nowhere 

near as excited as I was, I just now needed the weather to be good. Species total for the day 76. 

Saturday 11th February Antisana Volcano, Papallacta Pass the Guango 
Antisana Plateau 4,000m paramo 
Condor Cliffs 3,600m 
Papallacta Pass mountain top 4,300m 
Guango 2,700 m temperate forest  
 
Every day I woke up excited but today I was even more excited.  I had wanted to go to Antisana as 
trip reports indicated Andean Condors were seen regularly here along with other birds like Andean 
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ibis and silvery grebe. We had breakfast and left just before 5.30 as it was just getting light and the 
weather was dry and the clouds seemed high, I could even see fairly clearly one of the snow-capped 
volcanoes.  We stopped for snacks, I bought what I thought were crisps but were actually plantain 
crisps and a horrible flavour. 
 
We ascended the western slope of the Eastern Andes.  The first birds of note were a pair of 
Carunculated Caracaras on fence posts.  We then stopped and walked onto a boardwalk that looked 
into a gorge and over some scrub.  Condors were nesting on the far side of the gorge, but all we 
could see was a bit of a bird.  However, there were new birds around in the scrub, black 
flowerpiecer and sparking violetear. There was also a distant Black-tailed trainbearer. 
 
We drove further up the mountain, but just after we moved off someone spotted some animals in a 
grassy field, Andean foxes, but they looked more like wolves than foxes to me as they were very dog 
like.  We stayed in the minibus and watched them as they wandered through the meadow and I got 
some good pictures through the minibus window.  A little further on we stopped and saw some 
specks on the far side of the valley which were white-tailed deer feeding in a cow field. 
 

 
Andean Fox 
We drove into Reserve Ecologica Antisana and paid the entrance fee. The road flattened out as we 
drove across a grassy plateau at a height of just about 4,000 metres. Here we saw two paramo pipits 
that Jorge said were quite rare.  We also had bar-winged cinclodes and black-winged ground dove. 
A bit further along we stopped and the grassland was dotted with Carunculated caracaras walking 
around scratching at the ground, presumably looking for worms or grubs and beetles.  However, 
there was also an Andean (black-faced) ibis and Andean lapwing. Black-face ibis is now split and 
Andean Ibis and is classed as Near Threatened. We watched them for a while then moved onto 
where there was a dilapidated shack by the road.  On the roof were black-winged ground doves, 
paramo ground tyrants and on the ground bar-winged cinclodes.  Then a hummingbird whizzed by 
me, Ecuadorian Hillstar, one of my top ten must see birds. These are almost endemic to Ecuador, 
with just a tiny part of the range creeping into Columbia. They are a high-altitude hummingbird only 
occurring above 3,600 metres.  It was a female and she seemed to have a nest in the old shack. 
 
Volcan Antisana is 5,758m high. Although the weather was great with sunshine and no wind the 
volcano was only partly visible through the clouds that hid its summit.  As Jorge took a group photo 
of us with the volcano in the background a top, but completely unexpected bird appeared, a male 
cinereous harrier, hunting in that unmistakable harrier way quartering the ground and then 
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disappearing down a gulley and re-appearing some distance away.  I am an avid hen harrier watcher 
and so to see the South American equivalent was a real treat, possibly bird of the day, amongst a day 
of really great birds.  
 

 
Antisana Volcano and paramo, below Andean-faced ibis, stout-billed cinclodes and carunculated caracara 
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We moved to a car a park near a reservoir. In the car park were plumbeous sierra finches and 
nearby a Brazilian rabbit was grazing. Above the car park in the scrub were Andean tit-spinetail, 
many striped canasteros, while on the scrub perched a brown backed chat-tyrant and on the 
ground a tawny antpitta and some stout-billed cinclodes.   The antpitta was our 6th of the trip and 
was the easiest of them all and spent most of its time hopping around on the grass. As we watched 
them a variable hawk flew over carrying what looked like a rabbit. 
 
At the reservoir we saw some flocks of Andean coots with various yellow, white and red bills, 
Andean teal, yellow billed pintail, Andean ruddy duck and the prize bird: several Northern silvery 
grebes, including a pair mating. Silvery grebe has recently been split to form two species, northern 
and southern silvery grebes and the northern one is classed as Near Threatened.  It has declined in 
Ecuador, now being uncommon and very local. Lamas have been re-introduced and 3 walked past us 
by the lake shore.  Behind us a grass wren did its best to hide in the bushes but gave brief views of 
parts of itself as wrens seem to do in Ecuador.  
 

  
Tawny Antpitta, pair of silvery grebes and yellow-billed pintail 
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We went back to the car park where we got even closer to the antpittas and the Andean tit spinetail 
showed really well.  We were above 4,000 metres here, but the sun was shining, it wasn’t cold and 
the altitude didn’t seem to bother anyone.  Unfortunately we could not spend all day here and had 
to descend the volcano for lunch.  On the way back we stopped at the shack and the male 
Ecuadorian Hillstar visited the nest and gave me a great view. We continued down the hill stopping 
to watch the caracaras and ibis. 
 
We reached the Tambo Condor Restaurant that overlooks the Condor Cliffs.  As we walked down I 
spotted a giant hummingbird at a hummingbird feeder.  The restaurant had a wooden deck for 
viewing the cliffs and as we arrived an Andean Condor came over the horizon and descended in a 
large arc and landed at its nest where it was greeted by a chick which started to beg for food.  Not 
sure whether it actually fed it but they did some beak rubbing.  We watched them and I sketched 
them, but the restaurant were calling us in for lunch.  
 

 
Andean Condor sketches 
 
 It was nice to have some good food but when it is daylight and I am out on a birding day I think of 
being inside as a waste of time.  However, a sparkling violetear was just outside and could be seen 
from the window.  After lunch we went back to the deck and watched the condor sitting by its nest 
and then flying round the gorge.  A flock of Andean gulls flew up the valley and then landed in a 
ploughed field right in front of us.  They were in a variety of plumages some in breeding plumage 
with black heads and other non-breeders with white heads and some in between. 



30  

 

 

 

 

Sparkling violetear, giant hummingbird and Andean Gulls 
 
Eventually we had to go although I could have stayed there much longer watching these magnificent 
birds.  We drove down the mountain and then took the main road from Quito to the Amazon. This 
road reaches over 4,000 metres and was the pass used by Francisci de Orellana, who in 1541 
became the first European to cross South America from the West coast to the East coast.  He 
travelled down the Rio Napo and the Amazon before arriving at the Atlantic, though that was not his 
intention when he set out, but he found he could not sail against the current and so went with the 
flow. 
 
We ascended the Papallacta Pass above the tree line to where clumps of Pampas Grass grew and 
there were road signs warning you that bears might be crossing the road. Spectacled bears live up 
here too and I think you would have a much better chance of seeing them in this open terrain.  We 
didn’t see any despite looking and Jorge has only seen them about 3 times, so our chances were 
slim. 
 
At the highest point, known as Virgen, we turned off onto a track and drove to Parque Nacional 
Cayambe-Coca.  On the track was a tawny antpitta and some bar winged cinclodes.  We then drove 
up to the highest point about 4,400 metres where there is a rather ugly host of antennae and 
buildings, but also spectacular views of the surrounding mountains and lakes.  The mountains here 
are far more craggy and precipitous than at Antisana.  There was also more cloud and the cloud 
rolled in and out in patches sometimes covering us completely.  The reason for coming here was for 
one bird, rufous-bellied seedsnipe.  They are a cryptically coloured ground living bird, a bit like a 
ptarmigan.  Jorge said we should wander around and hopefully we would find one or two.  Unusually 
we split up and I found myself on my own most of the time.  I was happy I had had such a brilliant 
day, but was not optimistic of finding this bird.  If you looked away from the buildings the habitat 
and scenery looked great. It was now quite foggy and I hadn’t seen anyone from the group for ages 
and thought it must be nearly time to go when, then right next to a chain-link fence and one of the 
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ugliest buildings, about 5 metres from me, was a rufous bellied seedsnipe! It was very obliging so I 
took some photos and did some sketches.  I also called out to the others as by this time the 
mountain top was mist covered and it was bit windy.  Some of the group heard me and came over to 
view the bird.  The others had already seen two that Jorge had found further up the slope, so I was 
pleased I had found one. 
 

  
Rufous-bellied seedsnipe and view of mountains of Nacional Cayambe-Coca 
 
We drove back to the main road and down the spectacular eastern slopes.  Part of the way down 
was a natural lake with a wide marshy edge.  Here there 2 neotropical cormorants, blue-winged teal 
and our first Southern lapwing as well as lesser yellowlegs and spotted sandpiper. 
 
We arrived out Guango Lodge before dark with just enough time for us to put our bags in our room 
and wander down to the river.  There were hummingbirds on the path to the lodge including 
tourmaline sunangel and chestnut-breasted coronet.  On the way to the river we saw northern 
mountain cacique, powerful woodpecker and 2 turquoise jays. 
 
Although only 51 species today it included real quality: Andean condor feeding its chick, cinereous 
harrier, Andean ibis, Andean lapwing, rufous-bellied seedsnipe, Ecuadorian hillstar and our 6th 
antpitta species. 

Sunday 12th February San Isidro lodge 
San Isidro 2,000m Sub-tropical Cloudforest 

Borja Pass 1,700m river and open fields. 

Guango 2,700m, temperate forest 

 

We were up again before sunrise, however, we didn’t have breakfast and instead drove further 

down the eastern slope to the famous San Isidro Lodge.  It was just about light when we arrived and 

it was heaving with birds.  The first birds I saw were a family of Inca jays, the most colourful jays I 

have seen and I did several sketches. There were also subtropical cacique and russet backed 

oropendola which was building a nest. A quick walk around the lodge produced Spectacled 

whitestart, Blackburnian and Canada warblers, cinnamon flycatcher, montane woodcreeper, 

tropical kingbird, golden-crowned, pale-edged and cinnamon flycatcher, white-crested elaenia, 
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black-capped tanager, brown-capped vireo, olivaceous siskin, chestnut-bellied coronet and glossy-

black thrush,  amongst others.  Then at 11ish one of the resident guides took us to see our seventh 

antpitta, a white-bellied antpitta, which performed very well eating worms put out for it. We had 

breakfast from the minibus and then walked out along a track.  

 

 

  
Colourful butterflies and Inca Jay 

 

Along the track we saw Azara’s spinetail and, after a long wait, good views of long-tailed antbird 

and rufous-crowned antbird as well as mountain wren, grey-breasted woodwren, common bush-

tanagers and olive-backed woodcreeper.  We also heard blackish and ash-coloured (long-tailed) 

tapaculo.  The dry and sunny weather brought out loads of colourful butterflies.  A roadside hawk 

flew over.   

 

We were then driven to a river on the boundary with the Reserve Ecologica Antisana where we were 

yesterday. It must be a very big reserve and covers quite an altitude range as we were about 2,000 

metres lower than we were yesterday. On the way we saw a perched roadside hawk and flying over 

the fields were white-collared and grey rumped swifts. There was just a torrent tyrannulet on the 

river.  We were driven back to the Lodge but made one stop as Jorge had heard a crested quetzal. 

We eventually found a male well hidden in the trees but we got good views of it.  
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Birds of San Isidro Lodge 

 

 We had lunch at the lodge and then watched the hummingbirds.  These included new ones like 

long-tailed sylph, gorgeted woodstar and bronzy Inca, as well as sparkling violetear, fawn-breasted 

brilliant, buff-tailed and chestnut-breasted coronet, speckled hummingbird and tourmaline 

sunangel. Tanagers included beryl-spangled. We waited by the feeders at the edge of forest for 

some time watching the long-tailed sylphs and to allow everyone to see bronzy inca. I also saw 

black-capped hemispingus. 

 

  
Long-tailed sylph and chestnut breasted coronet 
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We then drove down a track where we had a powerful woodpecker. We drove back along the main 

road by the Rio Bermejo. As we drove over a bridge crossing the river I noticed some ducks sitting on 

some rocks in the river.  I yelled “stop, there’s some ducks on a rock”.  We stopped and walked back 

in time to see 3 torrent ducks floating off down the river! Fantastic, everyone on the trip wanted to 

see these birds and everyone did but we could have done with a longer view. We drove on and 

stopped at the next view point of the river and there on a great big rock were two juveniles and a 

male and female torrent duck.  We watched and I sketched them for some time before we had to 

move on.  This was just the sort of views we had wanted. 

 

 
Male, female and two young torrent ducks 

 

 We descended to an area of open fields and some large trees.  Here we had tropical kingbird, 

sapphire-crowned tanager, black phoebe, chestnut bellied seedfinch, common tody flycatcher in a 

bamboo thicket, a yellow browed finch and Blackburnian warbler. We then crossed the valley to go 

and look for a red-breasted blackbird. On the way we saw a poorly looking Western cattle egret. It 

had started to rain and we didn’t see the blackbird but we did see a black-billed thrush.   We then 

drove back to Guango Lodge. On the way I heard, and several people saw, a head on collision with a 

car overtaking on a bend colliding with a lorry. 

 

Back at the lodge I had a white bellied woodstar.  While the others got sorted out Kevin and I used 

the last bit of daylight to go down to the river where Kevin found three torrent ducks, a male and 

two juveniles sitting reasonably close, but undisturbed, on a rock in the river. On the way back to the 

lodge, in the hummingbird feeder area, we found a chestnut-crowned antpitta running around, our 

very own antpitta, not coming out for worms! 
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For 6 of the group of 10 tonight was their last night, but for me and Kevin and the Hammonds it was 

only just over half way. 

 Monday 13th February Guango and back to Quito 
Guango 2,700m, temperate forest 

Puembo birding Garden 2,300 m, Quito suburb  

 

We were up early again for breakfast in the dark and a walk from the lodge as it got light. It was a 

beautiful sunny day. We were soon seeing lots of new birds Slaty-backed brush finch, blue and 

black tanager, loads of pearled treerunners forming a flock of their own.  There were also quite a 

few grey hooded and yellow throated bush tanagers, a singing glossy-black thrush, slaty-backed 

and rufous-breasted chat-tyrant, slaty finch, cinnamon flycatcher and a Tyrian metaltail that 

showed beautifully in the sun.   

 

  
Tyrian metaltail and Guango scenery  

 

Near the road a black-crested warbler kept us entrained for a while by hiding in the scrub and then 

just over the road 3 Andean Guans appeared and showed well in the trees. It was really strange to 

see what looks to me like a large ground living bird like a pheasant at home in the trees.  We then 

crossed the road to see the waterfall.  There were several birds here including bush tanagers and for 

some of us a rufous spinetail, that I got a very good, but brief, view of.  We continued with the walk, 

where I spotted a pale-naped brushfinch but I don’t think anyone else saw it.  The final good bird of 

the walk was a plushcap, which showed parts of itself very well. We returned to the lodge to see 

some hummingbirds but apart from collared inca, tourmaline sunangel and chestnut breasted 

coronet there were very few.  In the car park we found black-capped and black-eared hemispingus, 

and then Jorge found the bird of the day, a grey-breasted mountain toucan, the eastern version of 

the plate-billed mountain toucan.  It was sitting on a branch across the main road but showed really 

well. 
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We went down to the river where a torrent duck was seen swimming rapidly away from us 

downstream.   We then had lunch, packed the van up, did the day’s list and drove back on the road 

to Quito. 

 

  
Grey-breasted Mountain toucan and Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle 

 

We turned off at the Virgen but this time took a track down the hill, this was the old road.  We didn’t 

have time to explore the area as we were on the way to the airport but did get out when a red-

rumped bush tyrant landed on some wires.  We made one further stop at a gnarled polylepis 

woodland, the home of giant conebill, but sadly there were not at home today.  However, a black-

chested buzzard eagle did show very well in a tree and then gliding over us. 

 

We dropped Eric and David, and Chris and Neil at the airport and then 6 of us went to the airport 

reservoir but there was just yellow-billed pintail and blue-winged teal. We went back to Puembo 

Birding Gardens.  Here we had to say goodbye to Jorge and Jorge.  Both had been brilliant and Jorge 

Luna’s bird finding skills were amazing.  I wouldn’t have seen a quarter of the things without Jorge.  

He made sure everyone could see the birds and he found some amazing stuff for us.  We were now 

on our own, for a short time anyway.   

 

Puembo Birding Gardens is a great place to stay.  Mercedes the host is fabulous and they have some 

amazing birds in the garden.  We watched the birds in the garden which included blue and yellow 

tanager, scrub tanager, blue-gray tanager, eared dove the beautiful saffron finch, southern yellow 

grosbeak, rufous collared sparrow and three hummingbirds: Western emerald, sparkling violetear 

and rufous tailed hummingbird.  We then went up the road to where they own a large 

garden/orchard with some further accommodation where Greg and Stephen were staying in before 

going to the airport later that night.  Here I found an interesting euphonia which we identified from 

my pictures as golden-rumped euphonia.  There was also one of my favourite birds: vermillion 

flycatcher. The intensity of the red needs to be seen to be believed. Another good bird was the 

black-tailed trainbearer, though again not very close views. There were also similar birds to the 
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garden plus great thrush and shiny cowbird. We returned to the Gardens had a great meal and 

packed for the next part of the adventure: the Amazon rainforest.   

 

 
Birds of Puembo Birding Garden, below Blue and Yellow Tanager and Eared Doves 

  
 

Tuesday 14th February, to Amazonas 
Sacha Lodge 250 metres, tropical rainforest 

Our flight was at 10.30 and so we didn’t need to be at the airport until 9.30 which meant a chance 

for a bit of birding before leaving.  We were up before sunrise again, had breakfast and then starting 

birding.  We had the same species as the night before, with one exception, tropical mockingbird.  

The guide book said “recently found in Imbarbura Highlands”. I didn’t know where Imbarbura was 

but I knew I wasn’t going there so I didn’t expect to see one and so was surprised to see it named on 

the Puembo Garden Bird Guide poster.  Imarbura is just north of Quito and they have evidently 
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spread and Mercedes told to go to the end of the road, she sees them there every time.  We did that 

and there was one feeding on a lawn. 

 

Kevin, the Hammonds and I got to the airport in plenty of time and were met by a Sacha staff 

member and one of the guides. We waited in the lounge.  We could see the plane on the tarmac and 

luggage going in. It was getting close to departure time but we were not being called to board 

instead several men were stood around one of the wheels of the plane, staring at it. The departure 

board still said, “on time”, then eventually “delayed”, and then it disappeared from the board! There 

were no announcements, not even in Spanish. Eventually at about 11.30 we were told to go to a 

different gate as our plane had a fault.  We got a bus to the plane and boarded.  Our seats were row 

30 I think, but we got a bit concerned as we neared the back and realised the plane only had 28 

rows! The air hostess was very apologetic and told us not to worry, but did confirm the plane was 

full.  By this time the plane was full and we were standing in the cabin crew area at back entrance of 

the plane. Then to our immense relief they found us 4 free seats at the front of the plane, including 

first class ones for Kevin and Chris. I had an aisle seat which meant I only had a limited view out of 

the window. I thought that flying out and over the Andes along Volcano Alley and down into the 

Amazon Basin must be quite a spectacular journey and on clear days it probably is. But today was 

cloudy and I could hardly see out anyway.  The two passengers, who probably do this flight regularly, 

both closed their eyes and went to sleep for the entire 30-minute journey. We took off at 12 noon, 

1.5 hours late. 

 

We landed and picked up our luggage from the hole in the wall in the arrivals room at Cocoa airport.  

We put it in a van and then Sacha staff drove us and about 12 other people to a building in the 

centre of town for a bit of food and a briefing.  We then got on the motorised canoe on the Rio 

Napo, one of the Amazon’s main tributaries.  I had seen from Google Maps that it was a large wide 

river with many islands. However, it was still hard to comprehend the size of it. Using Google Earth I 

measured it as varying from 400 to 1,900 metres, ie over a mile wide in places, or from twice as wide 

as the Thames by the Houses of Parliament to eight times as wide.  Because there were so many 

islands, some vegetated with rainforest, it was hard to know where the actual riverbank was. 

 

 
 

 

Sacha 

Yasuni 
Coca 
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We saw white winged swallows, great and snowy egrets, a cocoi heron, lots of what we assumed 

were black vultures, an Amazon kingfisher and a couple of ospreys.  Next to one osprey were two 

smaller, pale raptors sitting next to it.  These were yellow-headed caracaras. However, the boat was 

going surprisingly quickly and although there were many sandbanks there were few birds on them 

that could be easily spotted. 

 

We arrived after an hour and half journey.  We got off and walked along a boardwalk, my first ever 

walk through tropical rainforest. It was warm and humid and very green and lush and although I 

could hear birds I couldn’t see any.  There was an opening that revealed a part of the river and some 

dead branches in the water. There were white winged swallows and, this chap behind us said the 

one on the left is a southern rough-winged swallow, “really?” I thought, “how can he identify that 

one bird amongst all those from this distance?” I put my up binoculars to have a look, he was right 

and I later realised that the chap was Oscar Tapuy, their famous and best bird guide, who actually 

did write the book on birding at Sacha Lodge.  He was our (Kevin and me) exclusive guide for the 

next few days. We were then taken by paddle canoe along a channel through the forest and out 

onto the oxbow lake where the lodge is situated.   

 

 
Our first view of the Sacha Lodge Bar 

 

We crossed the lake and were welcomed in the open sided lake side bar by the Dutch lodge 

manager. He gave us an introductory talk, warning us to not go wandering off into the forest as we 

will probably get lost and to wear insect repellent in the forest, but around the lodge it is not 

needed. We then went to our rooms which were down a board walk a little further into the forest.  

We looked out from the veranda and found two Greater Kiskadees. We then met Oscar, our guide, 



40  

 

and Columbia, who was training as a guide. Columbia usually sat at the back of the canoe and 

steered and rowed, but also found some good birds for us, while Oscar sat at the front.  At Sacha you 

have two options: a bird guide or a general naturalist guide.  If you have a bird guide you get up 

earlier and spend almost every minute, apart from around lunch time, doing nothing but birding.  A 

naturalistic guide will tell you a bit about the birds but also the plants and people, they take you to a 

village and you can do some piranha fishing.  We had opted for the bird-guide, the Hammonds opted 

for the naturalist guide as the birding on the Cock of the Rock tour had been a bit too intense for 

them.  

 

We walked down to the canoes and Oscar pointed out a piratic flycatcher and swallow-tailed 

puffbird.  We then we boarded the canoe and they took us for a tour of the lake.  One of the first 

birds we spotted was one of my top three birds to see, Hoatzin.  They are a very primitive bird, 

possibly the only surviving member of a bird family that branched off on its own 64 million years ago 

shortly after the extinction of the dinosaurs.  Its young have claws on the wings allowing it to climb 

in the trees using it feet and clawed wings.  It eats leaves and is also called the stinkbird. It has long 

fascinated me and has been my ambition to see one for a very long time. They were quite common 

around the lake.  There was even a nest near the main channel back to the river. 

 

 
Hoatzin, I had wanted to see these for nearly 30 years 

 

A green ibis flew over and we saw loads of birds in the lake margins including greater and lesser 

kiskadee, greater and smooth-billed ani, anhinga, red capped cardinal, palm tanager, gray 

breasted martin, white winged and white banded swallow and a little cuckoo.  We went down a 

creek and Oscar called for a silvery antbird, one came close but we didn’t see it.  On the way out of 

the creek we found a family of black-capped donacobius, another bird in a family all on its own. As 

evening approached a flock of about 150 russet-backed oropendola and yellow-rumped cacique 
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flew over the forest to their roost and we heard a chorus or two of the red howler monkeys.  We 

also learnt that not all the black vultures were black vultures; in fact most of them were Greater 

yellow-headed vultures. 

 

We got back to the lodge, went to our rooms then met Oscar at 7 to run through the list today’s bird 

list. We had dinner in the restaurant with two English couples who had come to Ecuador to celebrate 

an important birthday, 60 I imagine. They were just here for the experience not hardened naturalists 

but they were rewarded later with both Giant river otter and sloth, two species we didn’t see.  

Although, at only 40 species, today had the lowest list of the trip, most of it had been spent 

travelling, but was an excellent introduction to the Amazon and I had achieved a lifelong ambition, 

to see hoatzin. I now had just one of my top three must see birds to see, the scarlet macaw. 

 

We went back to our room after a dinner washed down with a beer. Going up some steps a large 

cricket like insect bounced off Kevin and I before landing on the riser of the step where it was 

immediately captured by a great big spider that came out from the side of the step and grabbed it, it 

happened in a flash but we both saw it clearly in my torch light.  We looked at the side of the step 

and there in a papery case was the spider eating the cricket.    

Wednesday 15th February Kapok Tower and Canopy Walkway 
We met Oscar before sunrise, got in the canoe and he and Columbia paddled across the lake and 

down a creek.  At the end of the creek was a Rufescent heron which soon flew off.  At 6.20 we 

landed and looked up in amazement at the 43 metre (135 foot) high Kapok Canopy Tower.  Originally 

wooden and surrounding the forest’s tallest tree species, the Kapok tree, it has been rebuilt in metal 

and forms its own tower connecting to the top of the Kapok tree with a walkway. It took 9 months to 

build.  It was a very impressive piece of birding infrastructure. 

 

 

 

 
Kapok Tower, Many banded Aracari and Double-toothed Kite 
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The view from the top was amazing.  You are right in, and just above, the canopy and we were soon 

seeing amazing birds.   

 

  
 

 
 

First there were the Russet-back oropendolas whose display call was a truly exotic and tropical 

sounding call and was to become a familiar sound for the next few days. There were also crested 

oropendola and yellow rumped cacique.   Then there were several many-banded aracari which 

were quite common in the early part of the morning. Parrots were flying over including red-bellied 

macaw, not one of the large macaws, but still a magnificent bird. There were cobalt winged, orange 

winged and black headed parrots which perched fairly nearby.   

 

We saw several raptors, a double toothed kite spent most of the morning perched in a tree right 

next to the kapok, black caracaras flew by and there were also a plumbeous kite and slate coloured 

hawks as well as greater yellow-headed vultures and black vultures. 

 

Another large bird sitting, like the guans, rather incongruously in a tree was speckled chachalaca. A 

top bird for me was the white throated toucan. I think toucans are amazing birds, just the sort of 

birds you expect to see in the tropics and we saw several of them several times.  There were also 

yellow-tufted and crimson crowned woodpeckers. 

 

Oscar found a black-tailed trogon which showed well.  There were a variety of brightly coloured 

cotinga species with both plum-throated and spangled cotinga being quite common with their 

brilliant blue colour standing out well. A female bare-necked fruitcrow was a good find and a white-

browed purpletuft looked a very strange bird.  However, of the cotingas the pride of place must go 

the male Amazonian umbrella bird that showed well.  Violaceous jay was a colourful bird and a 

squirrel cuckoo put in an appearance. 
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Squirrel Cuckoo, Amazonian Umbrella-bird, plum-throated cotinga and bare-necked fruit-crow 

 

About 9am some red howler monkeys appeared in the distant tree tops and made a good sound, 

occasionally showing themselves. 

 

However, it was the small brilliantly coloured passerines that stole the show. There was constantly 

groups of green honeycreepers and purple honeycreepers,  blue, black-faced  and yellow bellied 

dacnis, white-vented and orange-bellied  euphonias and tanagers like masked, turquoise, opal 

rumped, opal crowned, green and gold, blue-gray, flame-crowned  and palm flitting about in the 

trees. At about 11am we found out why.  There was a small ferruginous pygmy owl sitting in a 

nearby tree and the passerines were mobbing it but from some distance. 

 

  
Honeycreepers, green to left purple to the right 
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Opal-crowned Tanager and Blue Dacnis 

 

There were a good show of flycatchers including slender-footed tyrannulet, ochre-bellied, yellow-

browed tody, piratic, sulphur-bellied and gray-capped flycatchers. There was both black-capped 

and pink throated becard. The pink throated had a nest next to the tower. A cinnamon attila also 

appeared later in the morning. However, when sifting through my photos back in England I found a 

cinnamon coloured bird that I had assumed was a female or a juvenile becard, however, this bird 

had a grey cheek and was neither an attila or becard. I looked at almost every passerine in the book 

but was stumped by this bird until I read under cinnamon attila in my book it suggested looking at 

Varzea Schiffornis, which used to be called greater manakin.  This matched all the details even as far 

as saying it often occurs with cinnamon attila.  The only thing that didn’t fit is that it is a bird of the 

undergrowth of varzea forest, but maybe they do visit the canopy sometimes. 

 

 

 

 
Pair of pink-throated Becards, Cinnamon Attila and, I think, Varzea Schiffornis 
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A black-tailed tityra was good find by Kevin.  A pair of gilded barbets put on a good show and there 

were three species of hummingbirds white-necked Jacobin, fork-tailed woodnymph and golden-

tailed sapphire. A Lawrenson’s thrush was singing and a red-eyed vireo meant I had now seen this 

species on three continents with several in the USA in 2012 and one in Cornwall in 2008. There was 

also yellow-green vireo.  

 

It was an overcast morning and there was some drizzle but I think that meant it didn’t get too hot 

too quickly and the appearance of the owl meant the birds continued to perform all morning. 

 

 
Birds from the Kapok Tower 

 

At 11.45 we reluctantly descended the tower.  This had been my best morning’s birding in 40 years 

as a birder.  The variety of species, the colours, the closeness of them and the quality with umbrella 

bird, cotingas, parrots, toucans five raptor species and loads of tanagers and honeycreepers had 

made it am-az-ing.  

 

We got back in the boat. Oscar and Columbia paddled us through the along the channel through the 

dense and tangled flooded rainforest known in the Amazon as varzea forest. At one point Oscar 

stopped the boat and pointed out what Kevin and I thought was a leaf, but it moved and then flew, 

an orange-breasted manakin. How on earth did he spot that from a moving boat? Even if he knew it 

lives there, Kevin and I couldn’t see it when looking at it through binoculars.  Oscar then spotted a 

boat-billed heron high in a tree. As we came out of the varzea forest onto the lake we saw similar 

species to yesterday with the family of black-capped donacobius, lesser kiskadee and greater ani.   
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Boat-billed heron and view of the varzea forest from the canoe 

 

We had lunch in the bar.  I then went to find out how to get wifi.  It was bit of wild wifi chase ending 

up back where I started at the bar after completing two circuits of the site.  However, it did produce 

a party of squirrel monkeys and some hoatzins. That was the only good thing about the wifi, as it 

was useless and, unlike in the Andes, it meant I didn’t get to speak to my family much. Back at the 

bar Kevin found us a silver-beaked tanager and I saw a striated heron. On the way back to our room 

after lunch we found the squirrel monkeys again but this time with some black-mantled capuchins 

and they both showed really well. 

 

  
Squirrel monkey and Black-mantled Tamarin 

 

This afternoon we met with Oscar and Columbia at 3pm and walked into the terra firma forest, a 

drier, hillier forest than the varzea forest around the lake.  However, he asked us to wear 

wellingtons. This was the first and only time I used them.  The Cock of the Rock tour information 

advised we should bring some, but if we didn’t we would stop and buy some in Quito.  So I thought I 

will bring my own as I have some comfortable wellies and uncomfortable wellies are awful if you 

have to spend a whole day in them.  Anyway, we didn’t need them at all in Andes and they were 
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never spoken of.  At Sacha they give you wellies when you arrive.  Of course, I had my own. But we 

didn’t need them in the Amazon either as it was pretty dry underfoot, but I can imagine that they 

would be needed after rain as the paths are just bare mud. Anyway, I lugged a pair of wellies, taking 

up a lot of space and weight in luggage half way round the world and back for no reason at all! 

 

There were some enormous trees but it wasn’t as dark as I had read that it would be.  However, 

there were lots of small trees which made it dense jungle so couldn’t see very far into the jungle. 

While Oscar called in a Southern nightingale wren we spotted another of my top 10 must see birds, 

wire-tailed manakin.  They are yellow with black wings and a bright red head with fine filaments, 

like wires, coming out its tail.  I took some photos but Oscar was far keener for us to see the wren.  

The wren did appear and put on a good show signing just a couple of metres from us on log on the 

ground.  This was much easier than finding skulking dull brown passerines than in the Andes where 

the vegetation was some much denser.  

 

 

 

 
Terra-firma rainforest, wire-tailed manakin and Great-billed Hermit 

 

We moved on through the jungle finding a great-billed hermit on the way to the Canopy Walkway. 

This is comprised of three metal towers connected by two suspension bridges.  It is 275 metres long.  

It is only 30 metres high, ie 13 metres lower than the Canopy Tower, but here it is actually above the 

canopy of most of the trees and you can see a clear horizon all the way round.  You therefore feel 

like you are higher.  The suspension bridges are quite narrow walkways. These were quite bouncy to 

walk on so we spent most of our time on the towers using the walkways just to get from one tower 

to another.  As they are bouncy some people find the way walkway bits a bit unnerving, Kevin wasn’t 
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keen and I can imagine my wife would hate it. Like the Kapok Tower it is an amazing place to spend 

an afternoon.   As there were fewer trees close to you get longer distance views but it means most 

of the birds are further away.  

 
 

From the towers we saw Greater-yellow-headed vultures sitting very close in a dead tree.  As well 

as White-throated toucan there were also Channel-billed toucans.  They are similar to the white 

throated but with a smaller bill a bit like the Andean large billed chestnut-mandibled toucan and its 

smaller billed Choco toucan cousin. There was a flock of yellow rumped caciques showing well in a 

tree.  We also had our first ivory-billed aracari as well as the commoner many-banded aracari.  We 

saw woodpeckers like the yellow-tufted seen in the morning but also a chestnut woodpecker. There 

was also a male bare-necked fruitcrow to go with the female we saw in the morning. 

  
Greater Yellow-headed Vulture and Yellow-rumped Cacique 
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There were smaller birds too; flycatchers and tanagers similar to the morning but also a new and 

special one.  Another top 10 bird was the paradise tanager, which I was pleased to find amongst a 

mixed group of tanagers. 

 

However, bird of the afternoon was a bat falcon viewed from the third tower.  We also had some 

better views of red howler monkeys from here.  

 

 
Sketches from the afternoon 15th Feb and morning of 16th Feb from the Canopy Walkway 

 

We descended the tower as the sun was setting, though we couldn’t see it as it was overcast.  We 

walked back through the forest seeing warbling antbird.  As it got dark we heard great tinamous as 

they found trees to roost in.  At the induction and later when walking through the forest the Lodge 

manager and Oscar had told us not to grab branches when walking through the forest as there might 

be ants or other biting creatures on them. However, when he heard the tinamou that advice went 

out the window. He took us off the path and we crashed through the forest looking for these birds, 

which I was very keen to see.  They are one of the most ancient living groups of birds and are the top 

of the systematic list of bird species just above the ostriches and other ratites.  They are shy and 

secretive and rarely fly so possibly the only chance of seeing them is at dusk when they perch in 

trees to roost. Due to hunting pressure great tinamous are classified as Vulnerable. We were not 

successful and but at least we didn’t get bitten. On the way back Oscar pointed out a large pit at the 

base of a tree with an enormous tarantula spider living in it.  

 

It was nearly dark when got near to the Lodge and Oscar decided to call a crested owl.  Eventually it 

appeared and we saw it by torch light. Just before we left our room we heard a noise outside and 
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found a largish frog on the window sill along with lots of moths.  As we left out room we found a 

bright green, tiny tree frog on the board walk. We met Oscar at 7 to compile our list. 91 species was 

the most seen on one day, just beating the cock of the rock day in the Andes.  You cannot compare 

them, they were both fantastic days. Today we had seen many fantastic birds and used such 

marvellous facilities.  The morning in the Kapok Tower will never be forgotten and I will remember it 

as my best ever morning’s birding.  

 

We had dinner and then went bed.  As we went to bed I felt a funny feeling in my tummy and 

although 30-degree C I felt shivery. That night I went to the toilet every two hours, it wasn’t pleasant 

and in the morning I had Imodium for breakfast. 

Thursday 16th February Canopy Walkway and the waterways 
I wasn’t feeling great, I had hardly slept and I had no appetite, so I just had some bread for breakfast 

even though the choice of breakfast was great.  We met Oscar and Columbia and walked to the 

Canopy Walkway again and were on the first platform by 6.15am. Again it was cloudy so there was 

no spectacular sunrise but we could see the sun break through occasionally and it was dry and 

relatively bright. 

 

One of the first things we found were two new monkey species.  First, we had White-fronted 

Capuchin and then almost beneath the tower Red-crowned Titi Monkey, also known as white-tailed 

titi.  So the day got off to a good start and there were plenty of new birds including Spix’s guan 

showing well below, but high in a tree. A couple of good woodpeckers showed. A male Cream-

coloured woodpecker was a very attractive new species while a crimson-crested woodpecker 

wasn’t new but a magnificent sight.  There were yellow rumped caciques flying around and the 

russet-backed oropendola were also putting on a good display, dipping down from their branch and 

turning upside down while making a sound that will always remind me of early morning in the 

tropics. 

 

  
Russet-backed oropendola and Red-crowned Titi Monkey 

 

At ten to eight I spotted a dark lump in the top of a very distant leafless tree.  Oscar said it was not 

heavy enough build to be a harpy eagle, but an even rarer, and only slightly smaller, monkey eating 

eagle, a dark phase crested eagle. Bird of the day! Later we got even better views, though still quite 
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distant as a pair moved from tree to tree. At least one of these was a light phase. These are not 

eagles that soar but spend most of their time in the canopy and they often landed in the middle of a 

tree top partly or sometimes completely hidden by the leaves, but it was great to see these powerful 

eagles perched and flying. They have a large range but are rare throughout and vulnerable to forest 

destruction and are classed as Near Threatened. 

 

We saw another large and uncommon eagle, Black-hawk eagle and another new species of raptor, 

crane hawk. Other raptors included yellow-headed caracara and great yellow-headed vulture.  

 

 
 Birds from the Canopy Walkway and canoe 

 

A bird I was keen to see but in the end only heard was a grey-winged trumpeter.  These are large 

ground living birds so we were unlikely to see one from the walkway towers. We also heard great 

tinamou again. A new bird we did get good views of was a black-bellied cuckoo. There were also 

more parrots here than there were yesterday with another new macaw species chestnut-fronted 

macaw, again this is one of the smaller macaw species, though still quite big. We saw a few fly over 

us as well as red-bellied macaw.  There was another new parrot species, yellow-crowned Amazon 

as well as species like cobalt-winged parakeet, black-headed parrot and orange winged Amazon 

and we heard maroon-tailed parakeet.  

 

Above us were white collared, grey-rumped and short tailed swift along with neotropical palm 

swift.  

 

We had similar birds to yesterday including ivory-billed and many banded aracari and both toucans.  

The aracaris showed well perching on the wires of the canopy walkway.  There were a variety of 
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tanagers that we had seen yesterday. However, there was also a two new tanagers yellow-bellied 

tanager, a native species and scarlet tanager, a North American, or Boreal, migrant and better views 

of the paradise tanager as well as honey creepers, dacnis, euphonias and gilded barbet.   

 

  
Paradise tanager and White-breasted toucan 

 

There were flycatchers, the slender footed tyrannulet showed well and there were new ones like 

yellow-margined and grey-crowned flatbill. Spangled cotingas were around and there was a new 

continga purple throated cotinga. A black-tailed Tityra was another good bird.   

 

At 11am we climbed down and walked back through the jungle.  However, the excitement wasn’t 

over yet as there were still several new birds we saw on the way back. These included white flanked 

Antwren and Grey Antwren, white-necked thrush and Thrush-like Wren. Although these were 

great birds my memory of them is a little hazy as I wasn’t feeling great, though the Imodium did 

seem to be working.  However, one thing I do remember and have some good pictures to prove it, is 

the pair of crested owls who watched us looking at them and then watched us as we walked by.  

After that there was another memorable sight, a pair of night monkeys, sitting in a tree hole.  

 

  
Crested owls and night monkeys 

 

We got back to the lodge about 12.30.  I was ready for a nap and lay down for half an hour while 

Kevin went for lunch. I also managed to speak to my wife over the wifi to say I wasn’t feeling great.  I 

then went to the bar and met Kevin.  He had found a flock of raptors, plumbeous kite and at least 
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one swallow-tailed kite. We also saw fork-tailed woodnymph, palm tanager and red capped 

cardinal and while Kevin went back to the room I found an adult striated heron.  

 

  

View from Lodge bar and a striated heron 

 

At 3.30 we set off on a canoe trip around the lake and channels, this was a very relaxing afternoon, 

especially as, although I was feeling better for the rest, I was still feeling a bit dodgy.  Anyway, we 

saw some great birds.  The Hoatzins were showing well and there we got good views of Rufescent 

Tiger-heron, striated heron and Anhinga around the lake.  There was also the two usual greater and 

lesser kiskadees plus a new one, Boat-billed kiskadee and black-capped Donacobius.  Over the lake 

were White-winged swallow and White-banded swallow.  In the water, there was a caiman. We 

had seen several at night, or rather their eyes glowing from torch lights, so it was good to see and 

photograph one in the day. We went down one of the channels and into the flooded forest where 

we found a green and rufous kingfisher which we saw several times.  We also tracked down some 

skulking and secretive birds like silvery antbird, dot-backed antbird, black-faced antbird and white 

beaded manakin, Coraya Wren and Buff-breasted Wren.  Most of them gave reasonable, if often 

brief views, all except the manakin were low down near the water. There were some more showy 

birds higher in the trees like the Masked Crimson Tanager, fork-tailed woodnymph and rufous 

breasted hermit and our only jacamar species, White-chinned Jacamar. 

 

  
Masked Crimson Tanager and Greater Kiskadee 
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A bird we spent some time trying to see but never managing it was the Zig-zag heron which is very 

secretive and although we could hear its distinctive call getting closer and not being far away we 

didn’t catch a glimpse of it. We returned to the lodge as it got dark. We did our list at 7pm.  I had 

plain rice for dinner and then went to bed early. I put ear plugs in because the noise of the frogs and 

insects outside was almost deafening and not conducive to a good night’s sleep, especially if you are 

feeling a bit off.  Kevin went out with Oscar and Columbia to explore the night time world. That was 

the only thing I missed out due to the tummy upset. 

Friday 17th February Rio Nap Islands and Yasuni National Park 
We knew out trip to the parrot lick would be on our last day and we had both been worried that it 

would rain.  Apparently, the parrots don’t come when it is raining.  After another poor night’s sleep 

we got up at 4.30. I didn’t have much breakfast and at 5.30 we paddled across the lake in the dark. It 

dry and so we didn’t have to worry about rain.  As we walked from the canoe to the Rio Napo Oscar 

found us a Common Potoo sleeping on a branch over the footpath.  There was also a blue morpho 

butterfly that he held for us to photograph and we watched a Long-billed woodcreeper.  On the 

branches in the river we had noticed on the first day, there was a flock of white banded swallows 

packed tightly together.  Finally, some black agoutis ran across our path. We also heard two more 

tinamou species, Variegated and Undulated Tinamou.  

We boarded one of the motorised canoes and drove off down river for a truly memorable day’s 

birding.  

We passed a variety of islands, some bare sandbanks and others covered in thicket forest and a 

variety of successional stages in between from grassland, and light scrub to thick scrub and 

eventually mature forest. Some of the mature islands were also being eroded allowing the process 

to start again.   These islands provide unique habitats and have a unique avifauna all of their own 

with many species restricted to these river islands.  

Many of the sandbanks were again quite birdless with just the odd snowy or great egret and the 

occasional Yellow-headed Caracara.   On the vegetated islands we saw some bright yellow Oriole 

Blackbirds and a bare-necked fruitcrow flew between two wooded islands. However, our first stop 

was the Yasuni National Park Parrot Lick. At nearly 10,000 km2 Yasuni NP covers 0.15% of the 

Amazon Rainforest, yet is home to 600 bird species, a third of the birds found in the Amazon and 

also a third of the amphibian and reptile species.  According to Wikipedia “Yasuni National Park is 

arguably the most biologically diverse spot on Earth. The park is at the center of a small zone 

where amphibian, bird, mammal, and vascular plant diversity all reach their maximum 

levels”. The map below shows where these richest areas overlap. I have read that it is such a 

rich place because it is likely to have been rainforest for a very long time allowing species to 

evolve into narrower and narrower niches.  Whereas other rain forests in Africa and Asia 

may have contracted during ice ages and much of the high latitudes were denuded of all 

vegetation by ice sheets, eastern Ecuador remained rainforest and relatively stable.  In a 

warm and damp environment life will flourish and evolution can take place.  Yasuni, is a 

really special place and is also home to two uncontacted native tribes of people. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodiversity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amphibian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vascular_plant
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Map showing overlaps of bird, mammal, plant and amphibian maximum species diversity 

with all four groups being at the maximum diversity in a small area in and around Yasuni. 

 

However, the forest also has 20% of Ecuador’s oil.  A plan launched by the government to 

ban oil drilling in the area by the government if the international community compensated 

the country began in 2007, hoping to raise $3.6 billion.  The scheme was abandoned in 2013 

as only $336 million had been pledged and only $13 million actually paid. There is now oil 

drilling in the national park. The government claims the oil drilling will only affect 1% of the 

Yasuni basin and will not have a negative effect on the park. However, small the footprint 

the pollution can reach much further, but it is the roads that then open up the woodland to 

hunting and logging that cause the main problems. 

 

You view the parrot lick from your boat in the river and there are wardens who stop you 

getting too close and to whom you pay your $20 entrance fee whether you actually step 

foot in the park or not. The lick is a large river cliff. There were three species of parrots. The 

majority were Southern Mealy Amazons.  This newly split species is classed as Near 

Threatened due to predicted further deforestation, hunting and trapping.  However, here 

there were at least 200 birds and smaller numbers of Blue-headed parrots both of which 

were new species for us.  The third species, of which there were less than 20, was the 
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Yellow-crowned Amazon which we had seen yesterday.  The parrots were really noisy; it 

sounded more like a British landfill site, full of scavenging gulls, than a tropical paradise. 

 

 
River Napo Parrot Lick, Yasuni National Park  

 
Southern Mealy Amazons, Blue Headed parrot and one Yellow-crowned Amazon 
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After about 20 minutes we went back upstream to stop and explore one of the vegetated 

islands.  On the way we saw a couple of roseate spoonbills. 

 

We landed on an island.  It was a mixture of bare mud and areas covered with a low tangled 

ground cover of creepers, there were areas of reeds and bushes and some tall trees.  This 

turned out to be a great place for seeing the special bird community that lives here.  We saw 

the following birds that all restricted to river Islands along the Rio Napo: olive spotted 

hummingbird, lesser hornero, white-bellied and Parker’s spinetail, black and white 

antbird,  lesser wagtail tyrant, Spotted tody-flycatcher, fuscous flycatcher and oriole 

blackbird.  These were all really interesting birds, but my particular favourites were the 

lesser wagtail tyrant, which Kevin found just before we left, black and white antbird and the 

spotted tody-flycatcher. 

 

 
River Island 

 

We also saw the following birds many of which, while not restricted to the river Islands of 

the Rio Napo, are characteristic birds of these islands: ladder-tailed nightjar which likes 

open areas especially river islands, mottle backed Elaenia, which likes light woodlands and 

river islands and orange headed tanager and grayish saltator both of which like riverside 

habitats.  
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There were other more widespread birds that like the open weedy and scrubby areas that 

are rare elsewhere in the dense rainforest.  Grey-breasted crake, which we only heard but 

didn’t see, though it was very, very close. We did see ruddy ground dove, dark-breasted 

spinetail, great kiskadee, social flycatcher, gray-capped flycatcher, streaked flycatcher, 

black-billed thrush, blue-grey tanager, blue-black grassquit, lesser seed-finch, chestnut 

bellied seedeater and yellow-browed sparrow.  There were also some North American 

migrants spending the winter on the island: willow flycatcher, red eyed vireo and blackpoll 

warbler. We also had a couple of pairs of chestnut fronted and red-bellied macaws fly over 

the island. We now needed the main prize, the giant macaw species. Scarlet or Blue-and-

yellow macaw were in my top three must see birds and today was only chance of seeing 

them.  Our next stop was the Yasuni National Park mainland, where there is a second parrot 

lick. Neil and Chris had been there before the Cock of the Rock tour and had seen scarlet 

macaws up in the trees so I was quite hopeful. 

 

  
Mottle backed Elaenia and lesser hornero, birds typical of the river islands. 

 

We landed and caught sight of a Coci heron on a nearby sandbank.  We walked into the 

forest along a solid concrete footpath towards the parrot lick we could hear, but not see, 

scarlet macaws calling overhead.  On the way we found some interesting birds.  A Rusty-

belted tapaculo was calling and we managed to get some great views of it as it moved 

through the forest floor and crossed the footpath. I wish the tapaculos in the Andes had 

been so easy. When we got to the parrot lick people were excited, but not for the parrots 

there was a family of white-lipped peccaries there and we watched them until they left. 

Due to a 30% reduction in number over the last 18 years this widespread is now classed as 

Vulnerable.  

 

 The parrot lick was actually a muddy stream that flooded out from a cave at the base of cliff 

in the jungle.  There was a large concrete open sided building with seats so people could 

watch without disturbing the birds and animals. 
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We then went back into the jungle until the parrots returned. We found a plain throated 

antwren and while trying to get good views of that a white-flanked antwren appeared.  

 

We returned to the clay lick about 11am.  I was feeling a bit weak and was looking forward 

to sitting down. However, I soon perked up as we walked into the building; there was an 

enormous scarlet macaw perched at eye level straight out from the hide. I was ecstatic, this 

is what I had come to see and you could not get a better view. I put my scope on it, though 

it didn’t need a telescope. I took some photos and drew some pictures.  I remember the 

sweat rolling off me as I drew. It was magnificent, one of the best birds I have ever seen. I 

was surprised at how excited I was to see what is such a well-known bird.  But this bird was 

not in a pet shop or zoo, but in the wild. It was not alone, there were another couple higher 

in the trees.  After 10 minutes Oscar called us out, there was a purple throated fruitcrow 

showing really well in the canopy.  I took some pictures of what would normally have been a 

very exciting bird and then went back to the parrots.  I was feeling a bit weak and it was 

great to sit and watch these huge birds.  For such a beautiful bird and such a good mimic 

they make an awful noise. 

 

  
White-lipped peccary and Scarlet Macaw 

 

Soon they came down to drink. I saw at least five together on the ground, while Kevin thinks 

in total there were about eight birds. I look some video of them and drew some more 

pictures. At about 11.30 they flew off , although one or two hung around.  
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Scarlet Macaws 

 

Then it was then the turn of the smaller parrots. They were mostly cobalt-winged parakeets 

and there were a few hundred of them.  They gathered nosily and argumentatively in the 

trees, small green birds whose wings flashed cobalt-blue as they flew.  At about midday they 

began to descend to the muddy stream to drink. There was one other species in much 

smaller numbers.  This was the orange-cheeked parrot. This parrot is also classed as Near 

Threatened. It is a larger parrot, green with a brown head and large white eye ring, 

however, when it flies its wings turn into a brilliant red and orange flash. 

 

  
Cobalt-winged parakeets and two Orange-cheeked Parrots and the view from the parrot 

lick hide 

 

We had a packed lunch watching the parrots. It was a great lunch but I only dared eat the 

pasta and bread a roll, but at least I had eaten and I felt a lot better for it. Then suddenly all 

the parrots flew off.  They flew direct towards us, some of them actually flying through the 

building, which was a bit of shock.  
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I made use of the facilities and then we went on a walk up a steep hill.  As we climbed we 

could hear thunder but we didn’t feel any rain. We found a Great-billed hummingbird 

which showed well.  At the top of the hill Oscar found us beautiful male golden-headed 

manakin and a striped manakin. Before we went back I had to make my only desperate 

dash into the bushes of the trip. We then re-traced our steps back to the boat. On the way 

we heard, but did not see, what would have been our 7th manakin species of the trip, Blue-

crowned manakin. The final bird we saw in Yasuni could have been the bird of the trip had 

we not had such excellent views Scarlet Macaw.  Oscar heard, and then found a Yellow-and 

Blue Macaw.  When I was young I had a life-size, plastic Yellow-and-blue macaw and I had 

always wanted to see one, and here was one.  We didn’t see it for long but it was long 

enough to get a good view. 

 

Back at the boat Oscar pointed out a wader, a pied plover, on one of the sandbanks. This is 

a very attractive bird, characteristic of the sand bars on the Rio Napo and one we had been 

looking out for, but it is an uncommon bird and this was the only one we saw.  We got some 

great views from the boat as we approached it.  

 

 

 
Pied Plover and a River Island 

 

We then made out way up stream following the bank where we saw more new bird species.  

There was a party of Chestnut-eared Aracaris and a ringed kingfisher.  There was also a 

small passerine, a drab water-tyrant, that was actually quite common along the wooded 

shore.  There were mammals too, our 7th monkey, a Golden-mantled Tamarin, showed well 
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in a tree. This has a very small distribution and reaches it northern limit on the south bank of 

the Rio Napo.  It declining and is classed as Near Threatened due to construction of 

Pompeya-Iro highway to help oil drilling. 

 

  
Distribution map of Golden-mantled Tamarin and a Great Potoo 

 

We then went through a narrow channel between to two wooded islands.  Someone was 

repairing a traditional wooden dugout canoe; most of the other ones we had seen were 

fibreglass or plastic. Oscar then pointed to a leaning tree upon which a stump was sticking 

up, but is wasn’t a stump, it was a Great potoo. I had seen these in books and wondered 

why this potoo, who are generally masters of camouflage, was white.  The reason is the tree 

it was sleeping on it has a very pale bark, so it is beautifully camouflaged. 

 

We continued upstream and just before landing Oscar had one more treat for us, a pair of 

Tropical Screech-owls resting in a tree overhanging the water. We landed and walked back 

to the canoe for a paddle across the lake.  On the way back there were the usual birds like 

great kiskadee, tropical kingbird and, of course, my favourite, the hoatzins. There was also 

a red howler monkey, low down in the trees providing our best view of this large and noisy 

monkey.  

 

When we arrived back at the Lodge we thanked and said goodbye to Oscar and Columbia 

and gave them a tip each.  We then found out Oscar was coming back with us so there 

would be more birding in the morning. We had dinner, well I just had some soup and 

nibbled some bread.  We bought some tee-shirts in the shop and settled out bar bill then 

went back, packed and went to bed.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pompeya-Iro_highway&action=edit&redlink=1
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Red Howler monkey 

Saturday 18th February home time 
During the night the thunder we had heard earlier re-appeared and rain hammered down.  

It was still raining in the morning so we thought the birding might be off, but it wasn’t. Oscar 

woke as usual at 5.30 and at 6.30 we had left our suitcases outside our rooms and we were 

in the canoe for one last time. It had stopped raining but was still overcast.  The hoatzins 

were showing, orange-winged parrots flew over as did the russet-backed Oropendolas and 

yellow rumped caciques, there was lesser kiskadee and neotropical palm swift, tropical 

kingbird, greater ani, pale vented pigeon, anhinga and black-capped donacobius,   There 

were also some new birds.  We went down a side channel and found a short-crested 

flycatcher and a straight-billed woodcreeper which showed well and we flushed a limpkin.  

There were some tanagers in trees: Blue-gray and silver beaked tanager. A Coraya wren 

showed briefly quite well and we found a new antbird; Plumbeous Antbird.  The zig-zag 

heron was still calling, but we didn’t see it.   

 

We reached the end of the channel and got out of the canoe and said our final goodbye to 

Columbia and walked to the river. Along the way we saw Amazonian Barred Woodcreeper.  

At the landing stage I used the facilities and we waited for the others to arrive and clocked 

up several new species. Eastern Kingbirds were quite plentiful and there was a new 

hummingbird long-billed starthroat as well as white-necked Jacobin. Red-eyed vireo and 

yellow-green vireo. A Roadside hawk was perched in a tree and a new raptor, Slender-

billed kite, flew over.  There were various flycatchers yellow-crowned tyrannulet and olive 

faced flatbill were both new while we also saw yellow-browed Tody-flycatcher and grey-

crowned flatbill. 
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About 9am we boarded the boat and began the journey back to Coca. On the way we had 

more snowy and great egrets, black and greater yellow-headed vultures, osprey, black and 

yellow headed caracaras and cocoi heron. As we neared Coca I spotted our last new bird of 

the trip, a little-blue heron. 

 

 
 

We arrived in Coca, said good bye to Oscar, who lives in Coca and then got a 12-noon flight 

back to Quito.  A taxi took us back to Puembo Birding Garden where the others had a meal 

and I packed my stuff and had a nap.  Birds in garden included sparkling violetear, western 

emerald, Southern Yellow Grosbeak, Scurb tanager and Blue-and-yellow tanager.  We got 

a taxi to the airport with some other English birders that had been on a two-week trip in the 

Andes.  I thought I recognised one, particularly her voice.  When I found out she was called 

Sarah and lived in Somerset I remembered it was Sarah Nasson. She used to work in Defra, 

Head of Flood something. She had retired and I met her in London a couple of years ago as 

she is now the conservation rep on the Wessex Regional Flood and Coastal Committee, what 

a small world. I explained I didn’t really feel up to talking but we kept together as we caught 

the 20.55 from Quito, landed Madrid at 13.25 on Sunday 19th. We were late leaving Madrid 

on the 15.50 and so I missed the 18.25 connection to Manchester and caught the next one.  

I was exhausted but very happy to meet Abigail, Eloise and Harry at Manchester Airport at 

about 9pm. I got home and went straight to bed. Next day I phoned into work sick and spent 

the day in bed eating toast and biscuits and looking at my photos and sleeping quite a bit. I 

had Tuesday morning off too, but did some work Tuesday afternoon.  I soon got my appetite 

back but found I had lost 4 KG and now two months later have only put 2 or 3 of it back on 

so I am in better condition now than when I left. 
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Highlights 
My expectations of this trip were massively high; however, it exceeded them completely.  So 

that I wouldn’t be disappointed I had tried very hard not form a list of birds I wanted to see. 

But when looking through the bird books, so that I would have some idea what I was looking 

at, certain birds jumped out at me and there were three birds I had always wanted to see.  

They were a large macaw species, either Blue-and-yellow or Scarlet, Hoatzin and Andean 

Condor. I knew by going to Sacha I would see Hoatzin, but Andean Condor seemed a bit hit 

and miss looking at Cock of Rock reports and macaws have declined in the western part of 

the Amazon rainforest in Ecuador and, according to my bird book, scarlet macaw was now 

found only in the more remote areas, was Sacha remote enough? I didn’t need to worry as I 

had brilliant views of all 3. 

 

In total I saw or heard 482 species. Of those I saw 456 and heard 26. Of those seen 432 were 

lifers. 

65 Tanagers and their relatives 

59 flycatchers and allies 

46 Hummingbirds 

27 raptors 

16 parrots 

12 cotingas 

12 antbirds and antwrens 

9 woodcreepers 

9 woodpeckers 

7 antpittas 

6 manakins 

4 Trogons 

3 Owls 

2 quetzals and 

2 Potoos  

 

 It is not possible to pick out a best day. Seeing Sword-billed Hummingbird, Andean Condor 

and Plate-billed Mountain-toucan on the first day was a fantastic start. The afternoon at 

Milpe when toucans, parrots and an umbrella bird turned up all at the same time was very 

exciting. The morning at Refugio Paz de la Aves where we saw the Cock of the Rock and 4 

antpitta species along with a host of other great birds like plate-billed mountain-toucan, 

trogon and a load of tanagers and hummingbirds was great. The day at Antisana, although it 

had one of the lowest species totals, had the most quality with Andean condor, Ecuadorian 

hillstar, Andean (black-faced) ibis, northern silvery grebe, rufous-bellied seedsnipe and the 

most unexpected and welcome bird, Cinereous Harrier. Spotting the Torrent Ducks from the 

minibus was a personal highlight and then getting great views of this very charismatic duck.  

The birding from the Kapok Tower was just nonstop amazing birds, all really close and 

obliging. This is maybe my best morning’s birding ever. Finding Crested Eagle was also a 
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great bird. The River Island was great with so many of the special species that have evolved 

to live in just that habitat.  Perhaps the most thrilling moment was seeing my first scarlet 

macaw, even though I was not feeling great. This last day was a massive high point on which 

to finish.  However, without Jorge, Oscar and Columbia I would not have seen a quarter of 

what I did, they were all tremendous. They had great eyes and ears and were great at 

finding birds and showing them to us.  

 

Regarding the best birds if I had to choose one it would probably be the scarlet macaw. It 

was our last day, I knew Neil and Chris had seen them at the second clay lick but they had 

only seen a few in the tops of trees.  When we got there, although we could hear the 

macaws, there were peccaries, not parrots, at the lick, so to see one at eye level the second 

time I walked into the hide was a mixture of excitement and relief and for a moment I forgot 

how ill I was feeling. 

 

Hoatzin was a lifelong ambition realised and they didn’t disappoint.  Condors feeding young 

was amazing. I am a big hen harrier fan so cinereous harrier was a real delight and a surprise 

as they are rare, so I wasn’t expecting that. Antpittas, performed really well, the 

hummingbirds were amazing. Toucans were fantastic.  The tanagers were even better than I 

had imagined.  I am going to stop now because otherwise will name everything we saw as 

highlight, except maybe the foliage-gleaners and some of the flycatchers and the tapaculos 

we didn’t see. 

 

1. Scarlet macaw 

2. Andean Condor 

3. Hoatzin 

4. Sword-billed hummingbird 

5. Cinereous Harrier 

6. Crested eagle 

7. Giant Antpitta 

8. Torrent duck 

9. Cock of the Rock 

10. Umbrella bird 

11. Toucans 

12. Ecuadorian Hillstar 

13. Blue-winged mountain tanager 

14. Paradise tanager 

15. Rufous-bellied seedsnipe 

Thoughts and Reflections 
It was a great holiday and I am very grateful to my wife for letting me, even encouraging me 

to go, as a once in a life time opportunity.  Ecuador is a beautiful country and one of the 

most biodiverse places on earth and it was good to see so much of it is being protected.  
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There are large national parks and in between the parks and reserves there are many 

private nature reserves.  The area around Mindo has many such reserves each with its own 

lodge to attract birdwatchers and eco-tourists.  Oil exploration is obviously a threat to the 

rain forest from pollution and land take but also from the disturbance it creates and the 

brand new roads which open previously inaccessible areas.  However, for the travelling 

birder accessibility is one of the great things about Ecuador, it such a small country but with 

such a range of habitats and a good road network connecting them. I hope that they can 

maintain the current balance, but also allow the country to prosper and the poorer people 

benefit from living in the richest wildlife area in world.  

Birding in Ecuador 
Although there are more than four times the number of bird species in Ecuador than I have 

seen in the UK, birding is quite hard.  Firstly, the cloudforests and rainforests are largely 

evergreen and the vegetation is dense and lush so seeing birds is quite hard even if they are 

very close.  Secondly, birds move around in flocks of mixed species and so sometimes there 

are no birds for a while and then a mixed flock appears and there are loads of birds, but 

they can quickly pass.  In that flock there maybe 10 species or more but there seemed to be 

only 1 or 2 of each species. Thirdly, whereas in England a walk in the woods will fairly quickly 

produce lots of common birds, robins, blackbirds, chaffinch, dunnock, wren, blue and great 

tit, woodpigeon, magpie, crow etc in Ecuador apart from rufous-collared sparrow and great 

thrush there didn’t seem to be many common, ubiquitous birds.  That made it all the more 

exciting, as everything you saw was potentially new.  Fourthly, there isn’t lots of song birds 

and no real dawn chorus, most birds just call to each other rather than sit and around and 

sing.  In my view a professional bird guide is essential.  Without Jorge and Oscar I would 

have not have seen any anywhere near as much I did. Apart from not knowing the best 

places I would have spent most of the time looking in the bird book trying to identify birds 

and would have many not-sures and don’t knows.  It would have been very frustrating so I 

am really grateful to Jorge and Oscar and Naturetrek for organising such a fantastic trip. And 

the weather was almost perfect too! 
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Bird Data 

Seen and heard  482 

Heard only   26 

Seen    456 

Seen before   24 

Lifers    432 

New life list 844+433= 1,276 

 

 
 

 
 

 
07/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2 13/2 14/2 15/2 16/2 17/2 18/2 Total 

Raptors per day 6 5 7 5 6 5 4 4 8 8 4 7 27 

Total Birds 55 80 89 76 50 67 56 39 90 75 79 49 455 
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Bird List 

KEY 
Green: West Andes, Purple: Volcan Antisana, Yellow: East Andes, Blue: Amazon,  
h= only heard, pale green shade: N American migrant 
Conservation Status NT Near Threatened, VU Vulnerable, all other species Least Concern 
 

Common name Con 
status 

seen 
before 

Trip 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2 13/2 14/2 15/2 16/2 17/2 18/2 

Great Tinamou  NT   0                 h h     

Undulated Tinamou     0                     h   

Variegated Tinamou      0                     h   

Torrent Duck      2           7 1           

Blue-winged Teal    1 3       2 2   2           

Andean Teal      1         2               

Yellow-billed Pintail      3       5 10   12           

Andean Ruddy Duck      1         3               

Speckled Chachalaca      1                 1       

Andean Guan      1             3           

Spix's Guan      1                   1     

Dark-backed Wood Quail  VU   1     5                   

Pied-billed Grebe   1 2       3     1           

Northern Silvery Grebe  NT   1         5               

Andean Ibis NT   1         5               

Green Ibis      1               1         

Roseate Spoonbill    1 1                     3   

Zig-zag heron NT   0                   h   h 

Cocoi Heron     3               1     1 1 

Rufescent Tiger Heron      2                 1 1     

Boat-billed Heron      1                 1       

Striated Heron      3                 1 1 1   

Western Cattle Egret    1 2   2       1             

Great Egret    1 3               2     2 2 

Little Blue Heron    1 1                       1 

Snowy Egret    1 3               2     2 2 

Neotropic Cormorant      1       2                 

Anhinga    1 3               1   1 1   

Turkey Vulture    1 7 5 5 5 5 5 5 5           

Greater Yellow-headed 
Vulture  

    
5               5 5 5 5 3 

Black Vulture    1 12 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 3 5 5 

Andean Condor  NT   2 1       2               

Western Osprey    1 2               2       2 

Hook-billed Kite      2   1 1                   

Swallow-tailed Kite    1 3   2 2             1     

Crested Eagle  NT   1                   3     

Black Hawk-eagle      1                   1     

Double-toothed Kite      1                 1       

Cinereous Harrier      1         1               

Plumbeous Kite      2                 1 10     

Slender-billed Kite      1                       1 

Crane Hawk      1                   1     

Slate-colored Hawk      1                 1       

Roadside Hawk      3   2       1           1 
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Common name Con 
status 

seen 
before 

Trip 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2 13/2 14/2 15/2 16/2 17/2 18/2 

Barred Hawk     1       2                 

White-rumped Hawk      2     1     1             

Variable Hawk      1         1               

Black-chested Buzzard-
eagle  

    
2 1           1           

Broad-winged Hawk    1 3 1   1     1             

Carunculated Caracara     2 2       10               

Black Caracara     3                 2   1 1 

Yellow-headed Caracara      5               2 2 1 1 1 

Bat Falcon     1                 1       

American Kestrel   1 3     1 1     1           

Peregrine Falcon    1 1       1                 

Rufous-sided Crake      0                     h   

Grey-breasted Crake      0                     h   

Andean Coot      1         10               

Grey-winged Trumpeter      0                   h     

Limpkin    1 1                       1 

Southern Lapwing      1         2 h             

Andean Lapwing      1         5               

Pied Plover      1                     1   

Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe      1         1               

Lesser Yellowlegs    1 2       1 2               

Spotted Sandpiper    1 4       5 2 2         2   

Laughing Gull  1 1    1         

Andean Gull      1         20               

Rock Dove      1 5                       

Band-tailed Pigeon      2     2     2             

Pale-vented Pigeon      4                 2 2 2 1 

Plumbeous Pigeon      1       h         1       

Ruddy Pigeon  VU   1   1                     

Dusky Pigeon      1     1                   

Eared Dove      6 5     5 5   5 5       5 

Ruddy Ground Dove      1                     1   

Black-winged Ground Dove      1         5               

Grey-fronted Dove      1                     1   

Hoatzin      4               5   5 5 2 

Greater Ani      4               2 2   2 1 

Smooth-billed Ani      2               2     2   

Little Cuckoo      1               1         

Squirrel Cuckoo      2 1               1       

Black-bellied Cuckoo      1                   1     

Blue-and-yellow Macaw      1                     1   

Scarlet Macaw      1                     8   

Chestnut-fronted Macaw      2                   2 2   

Red-bellied Macaw      2                 3 3     

Maroon-tailed Parakeet      0                   h     

Cobalt-winged Parakeet      3                 5 3 100   

Black-headed Parrot      2                 5 3     

Rose-faced Parrot      1   1                     

Orange-cheeked Parrot  NT   1                     5   

Blue-headed Parrot      1                     50   

Red-billed Parrot      1 16                       
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Common name Con 
status 

seen 
before 

Trip 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2 13/2 14/2 15/2 16/2 17/2 18/2 

White-capped Parrot      1           3             

Bronze-winged Parrot      1   16                     

Yellow-crowned Amazon      2                   2 2   

Orange-winged Amazon      5               2 5 2 5 2 

Southern Mealy Amazon  NT   1                     100   

Tropical Screech Owl      1                     2   

Crested Owl      2                 1 2     

Ferruginous Pygmy Owl      1                 1       

Great Potoo      1                     1   

Common Potoo      2     1               1   

Ladder-tailed Nightjar      1                     1   

Rufous-bellied Nighthawk   1  1           

White-collared Swift      2           3       2     

Grey-rumped Swift      4   1 3     3       1     

Short-tailed Swift      1                   1     

Neotropical Palm Swift      4                 3 1 3 1 

Rufous-breasted Hermit      1                   1     

White-whiskered Hermit      1   2                     

Great-billed Hermit      2                 1   1   

Tawny-bellied Hermit      1       2                 

Straight-billed Hermit      1                 1       

White-necked Jacobin      4 1 10   10               1 

Brown Violetear      1       1                 

Sparkling Violetear      5         1 1 1 1       1 

Green Thorntail      1   5                     

Western Emerald      4       1     3 2       1 

Green-Crowned 
Woodnymph  

    
2   5   3                 

Fork-tailed Woodnymph      2                 1 1     

Golden-tailed Sapphire      1                 1       

Olive-spotted Hummingbird      1                     1   

Rufous-tailed Hummingbird      4 5 5 3 3     1            

Andean Emerald      3   1 1 1                 

Speckled Hummingbird      2     1 1   1              

Fawn-breasted Brilliant      4   3 3 3   3             

Green-crowned Brilliant      2   10   5                 

Empress Brilliant      1     2                   

Buff-tailed Coronet      6   1 3 3 3 3 3           

Chestnut-breasted Coronet      3         3 3 3           

Velvet-purple Coronet      3   5 5 5                 

Shining Sunbeam      1 3                       

Ecuadorian Hillstar      1         2               

Bronzy Inca      1           1             

Brown Inca      1   1                     

Collared Inca      3       1 1   1           

Buff-winged Starfrontlet      1 10                       

Sword-billed Hummingbird      1 1                       

Great Sapphirewing      1 3                       

Giant Hummingbird      1         1               

Gorgeted Sunangel      1       3                 

Tourmaline Sunangel      3         3 3 3           

Sapphire-vented Puffleg      1 10                       
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Common name Con 
status 

seen 
before 

Trip 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2 13/2 14/2 15/2 16/2 17/2 18/2 

Golden-breasted Puffleg      1 3                       

Purple-bibbed Whitetip      3   1 1 1                 

Booted Racket-tail      2     5 5                 

Black-tailed Trainbearer      3 1       1   1           

Tyrian Metaltail      2 3           1           

Long-tailed Sylph      1           3             

Violet-tailed Sylph      3   3 3 3                 

Long-billed Starthroat      1                       1 

Purple-throated Woodstar      2   1   1                 

White-bellied Woodstar      1           1             

Gorgeted Woodstar      1           1             

Golden-headed Quetzal      2     1 1                 

Crested Quetzal      1           1             

Black-tailed Trogon      1                 1       

Green-backed 
Trogon/Amazon white tailed 
trogon 

    
0                   h     

Collared Trogon      1   1                     

Masked Trogon      1     1                   

Green-and-rufous Kingfisher      1                   1     

Green Kingfisher      1                     1   

Amazon Kingfisher      1               1         

Ringed Kingfisher      1                     1   

Amazonia/ Blue-crowned 
Motmot  

    
0                     h   

Rufous Motmot      2   1   1                 

Broad-billed Motmot      1   1                     

White-chinned Jacamar      1                   1     

white fronted nunbird     0                   h     

Swallow-winged Puffbird      1               1         

Gilded Barbet      2                 2 2     

Red-headed Barbet      1       1                 

Emerald Toucanet     1           1             

Crimson-rumped Toucanet      1     2                   

Ivory-billed Aracari      2                 1 1     

Chestnut-eared Aracari      1                     1   

Many-banded Aracari      2                 5 5     

Pale-mandibled Aracari      1   3                     

Plate-billed Mountain Toucan  NT   2 3   1                   

Gray-breasted Mountain 
Toucan  

NT   
1             1           

Channel-billed Toucan      2                 2 2     

Choco Toucan      2   1 2                   

White-throated Toucan      2                 2 2     

Chestnut-mandibled Toucan      1   4                     

Olivaceous Piculet      1     1                   

Yellow-tufted Woodpecker      1                 1       

Scarlet-backed Woodpecker      1     1                   

Golden-olive Woodpecker      1       1                 

Scaly-breasted Woodpecker      0                     h   

Chestnut Woodpecker      1                 1       

Cream-colored Woodpecker      1                   1     

Powerful Woodpecker      4     2 2 1 1             
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Common name Con 
status 

seen 
before 

Trip 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2 13/2 14/2 15/2 16/2 17/2 18/2 

Crimson-crested 
Woodpecker  

    
2                 1 1     

(Buff) Bar-winged Cinclodes     1         5               

Stout-billed Cinclodes      1         3               

Lesser Hornero      1                     1   

Pacific Hornero      2   2   1                 

Andean Tit-spinetail      1         1               

Many-striped Canastero      1         1               

Rufous Spinetail      1             1           

Azara's Spinetail      1           1             

Dark-breasted Spinetail      1                     1   

Slaty Spinetail      1     1                   

White-bellied Spinetail      1                     1   

White-browed Spinetail      1 1                       

Parker's Spinetail      1                     1   

Red-faced Spinetail      3 2 2 2                   

Spotted Barbtail      1       1                 

Pearled Treerunner      3 1         1 10           

Streaked Tuftedcheek      1       1                 

western woodhunter     1   1                     

Scaly-throated Foliage-
gleaner  

    
1   2                     

Lineated Foliage-gleaner      1     1                   

Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner      2   1 1             h     

Cinnamon-rumped Foliage-
gleaner  

    
0                   h     

Long-billed Woodcreeper      1                     1   

Strong-billed Woodcreeper      3     1 1               1 

Amazonian Barred 
Woodcreeper  

    
1                       1 

Straight-billed Woodcreeper      1                       1 

Striped Woodcreeper      2                 1 1     

Spotted Woodcreeper      1   1                     

Olive-backed Woodcreeper      1           1             

Montane Woodcreeper      4   1 1 1   1             

Red-billed Scythebill      1   1                     

Plain-winged Antshrike      0                   h     

Cinereous Antshrike      0                     h   

Plain-throated Antwren      1                     1   

White-flanked Antwren      2                   1 1   

Slaty Antwren      1   1                     

Grey Antwren      1                   1     

Warbling Antbird     1                 1       

Black-faced Antbird      1                   1     

Black-and-white Antbird      1                     1   

Silvered Antbird      1                   1     

Dot-backed Antbird      1                   1     

plumbeous antbird     1                       1 

Giant Antpitta  VU   1     2                   

Moustached Antpitta  VU   1     1                   

Chestnut-crowned Antpitta      2     1     1             

Yellow-breasted Antpitta      1     1                   

White-bellied Antpitta      1           1             
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Common name Con 
status 

seen 
before 

Trip 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2 13/2 14/2 15/2 16/2 17/2 18/2 

Rufous Antpitta      1 1                       

Western Tawny Antpitta      1         2               

Ocellated Tapaculo      0 h                       

Rusty-belted Tapaculo      1                     1   

Ash-colored Tapaculo      0           h             

Narino Tapaculo      0     h                   

Spillmann's Tapaculo      1       1                 

Blackish Tapaculo      0 h         h             

Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet      1                       1 

White-crested Elaenia      1           1             

Mottle-backed Elaenia      1                     1   

Southern Beardless 
Tyrannulet  

    
1     1                   

White-throated Tyrannulet      1 1                       

White-tailed Tyrannulet      1       1                 

White-banded Tyrannulet      1             1           

Torrent Tyrannulet      2       1   1             

Lesser Wagtail-tyrant      1                     1   

Slender-footed Tyrannulet      2                 1 1     

Golden-faced Tyrannulet      1   1                     

Marble-faced Bristle Tyrant      1   1                     

Streak-necked Flycatcher      1       1                 

Ochre-bellied Flycatcher      1                 1       

Slaty-capped Flycatcher      1     1                   

Flavescent Flycatcher      2   1   1                 

Ornate Flycatcher      2   1 1                   

Rufous-headed Pygmy 
Tyrant  

    
1       1                 

Scale-crested Pygmy Tyrant      1   1                     

Rufous-crowned Tody-
flycatcher  

    
1           1             

Spotted Tody-flycatcher      1                     1   

Common Tody-flycatcher      1           1             

Yellow-browed Tody-
flycatcher  

    
2                 1     1 

Rufous-tailed flatbill     0                     h   

Zimmer's Flatbill      1                 1       

Yellow-margined Flatbill      2                   1   1 

Grey-crowned Flatbill      2                   1   1 

Olive-faced Flatbill      1                       1 

Cinnamon Flycatcher      2           2 1           

Fuscous Flycatcher      1                     1   

Black Phoebe      4 1 1 1     1             

Smoke-colored Pewee      3 1     1   1             

Western Wood Pewee    1 1           1             

Willow flycatcher   1 1                     1   

Vermilion Flycatcher      2             2 2         

Drab Water Tyrant      2                     3 1 

Paramo Ground Tyrant      1         5               

Red-rumped Bush Tyrant      1             1           

Yellow-bellied Chat-tyrant      1             2           

Slaty-backed Chat-tyrant      1             2           

Rufous-breasted Chat-tyrant      1             1           
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Common name Con 
status 

seen 
before 

Trip 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2 13/2 14/2 15/2 16/2 17/2 18/2 

Brown-backed Chat-tyrant      1         1               

Piratic Flycatcher      3               1 1 1     

Rusty-margined Flycatcher      2   1 1                   

Social Flycatcher      1                     1   

Grey-capped Flycatcher      2                 1   1   

sulphur-bellied flycatcher     1                 1       

Great Kiskadee      5               2 2 2 2 2 

Lesser Kiskadee      4               2 2 2   2 

Golden-crowned Flycatcher      2       1   1             

Streaked Flycatcher      1                     1   

Boat-billed Flycatcher      1                   2     

Tropical Kingbird      9 2 2 2 2   2     1 1 1 1 

Eastern Kingbird    1 1                       1 

Dusky-capped Flycatcher      1     1                   

Short-crested Flycatcher      1                       1 

Pale-edged Flycatcher      1           1             

Cinnamon Attila      1                 1       

Bright-rumped Attila      0                   h     

Red-crested Cotinga      1 2                       

Green-and-black Fruiteater      0       h                 

Barred Fruiteater      1 1                       

Scaled Fruiteater      1     1                   

Andean Cock-of-the-rock      1     3                   

Plum-throated Cotinga      1                 1       

Spangled Cotinga      2                 1 1     

Purple-throated Cotinga      1                   1     

Bare-necked Fruitcrow      2                 1   1   

Purple-throated Fruitcrow      1                     1   

Amazonian Umbrellabird      1                 1       

Long-wattled Umbrellabird  VU   1   1                     

Club-winged Manakin      1   1                     

(Western) Striped Manakin      1                     1   

Blue-crowned Manakin      0                     h   

White-bearded Manakin      1                   1     

Orange-crested Manakin      1                 1       

Wire-tailed Manakin      1                 1       

Golden-headed Manakin      1                     1   

Varzea Schiffornis 
  1 

        
1 

   Black-tailed Tityra      2                 1 1     

White-browed Purpletuft      1                 2       

Cinnamon Becard      1     2                   

White-winged Becard      1                 1       

Pink-throated Becard      1                 2       

Brown-capped Vireo      4 1 1 1     1             

Red-eyed Vireo    1 3                 1   1 1 

Yellow-green Vireo      2                 1     1 

Turquoise Jay      4 1     1 2   2           

Violaceous Jay      1                 1       

Inca Jay      1           5             

White-winged Swallow      3               10 10   10   

Grey-breasted Martin      3               2 2   2   

Blue-and-white Swallow      6 3 3 3   3 3 3           
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Common name Con 
status 

seen 
before 

Trip 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2 13/2 14/2 15/2 16/2 17/2 18/2 

Brown-bellied Swallow      3 3     3 3               

White-banded Swallow      2               1     1   

Southern Rough-winged 
Swallow  

    
2       1       1         

Black-capped Donacobius      4               2 2   2 2 

Thrush-like Wren      1                   1     

Rufous Wren      1 1                       

Sedge Wren/grass wren     1         1               

whiskered wren     0 h                       

Buff-breasted wren     1                   1     

Coraya Wren      1                   1     

Bay Wren      1   1                     

(southern) House Wren      2   1 1                   

Mountain Wren      2           2 1           

Grey-breasted Wood Wren      3   1   1   1             

Southern Nightingale-wren      1                 1       

Tropical Mockingbird     1               1         

Spotted Nightingale-thrush      0   h                     

Swainson's Thrush    1 3   1   1   1             

Great Thrush      4 5     1 2   1           

Glossy-black Thrush      2           1 1           

Black-billed Thrush      2           1         1   

Lawrence's Thrush      1                 1       

Ecuadorian Thrush      2     1 1                 

White-necked Thrush      1                   1     

White-capped Dipper      1       2                 

Paramo Pipit      1         2               

Olivaceous Siskin      2           3 3           

Thick-billed Euphonia      4 2   2 2         2       

Golden-rumped Euphonia      1             2           

White-lored Euphonia      1                 1       

Orange-bellied Euphonia      2     1           2       

Rufous-bellied Euphonia      1                   1     

Yellow-collared 
Chlorophonia  

    
1   1                     

Tropical Parula      1   1                     

Blackburnian Warbler      5   1 1 1   1 1           

Blackpoll Warbler      1                     2   

Black-crested Warbler      1             1           

Choco Warbler      1   1                     

Russet-crowned Warbler      1       1                 

Three-striped Warbler      2       1   1             

Canada Warbler      1           2             

Slate-throated Whitestart      3   1 1 1                 

Spectacled Whitestart      3 1         1 1           

Russet-backed Oropendola      6           5   10 10 10 10 2 

Crested Oropendola      3                 2 2 2   

Yellow-rumped Cacique      5               10 10 10 10 2 

Subtropical Cacique      1           3             

Northern Mountain Cacique      2         3   3           

Giant Cowbird      1     3                   

Shiny Cowbird      4     10 1     1 1         

Scrub Blackbird      2   1 1                   
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Common name Con 
status 

seen 
before 

Trip 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2 13/2 14/2 15/2 16/2 17/2 18/2 

Oriole Blackbird      1                     2   

Bananaquit      1     1                   

Rufous-collared Sparrow      8 5   3 3 3 3 3 2       2 

Yellow-browed Sparrow      2           1         1   

Slaty finch     1             1           

Chestnut-capped Brush 
Finch  

    
2     1   1               

Stripe-headed Brush-Finch     1 1                       

Pale-naped Brush Finch      1             1           

Rufous-naped Brush-finch     1 1                       

Tricolored Brush-Finch     1   1                     

Slaty Brush Finch      1             1           

White-winged Brush Finch      1       1                 

Common Bush Tanager      1           1             

Dusky Bush Tanager      2   1 1                   

Yellow-throated Bush 
Tanager  

    
2   1         1           

Black-capped Hemispingus      2           1 1           

Superciliaried Hemispingus      1 1                       

Black-eared Hemispingus      1             1           

red-capped cardinal     2               1   1     

Grey-hooded Bush Tanager      1             1           

Orange-headed Tanager      1                     1   

Flame-crested Tanager      2                 1 1     

fulvous-crested tanager     1                 1       

White-shouldered Tanager      1   1                     

White-lined Tanager      1       1                 

Masked Crimson Tanager      1                   1     

Silver-beaked Tanager      2                 1     1 

Lemon-rumped Tanager      4 2 2 2 2                 

Blue-gray Tanager      8   4 2 2     2 2 2   2 2 

Palm Tanager      5   2 2         2 2 3     

Blue-capped Tanager      1       1                 

Blue-and-yellow Tanager      3             5 2       1 

Hooded Mountain Tanager      2 1       1               

Black-chested Mountain 
Tanager  

    
1 1                       

Scarlet-bellied Mountain 
Tanager  

    
1 3                       

Blue-winged Mountain 
Tanager  

    
4 2 5 2 2                 

Black-chinned Mountain 
Tanager  

    
2   2 2                   

Grass-green Tanager      2 1   1                   

Fawn-breasted Tanager      1     1                   

Turquoise Tanager      1                 2       

Paradise Tanager      2                 3 3     

Green-and-gold Tanager      1                 2       

Golden Tanager      3   5 5 5                 

Silver-throated Tanager      1   1                     

Saffron-crowned Tanager     1           1             

Flame-faced Tanager      2   1 1                   

Yellow-bellied Tanager      1                   2     

Bay-headed Tanager      2   1 1                   
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Common name Con 
status 

seen 
before 

Trip 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2 13/2 14/2 15/2 16/2 17/2 18/2 

Scrub Tanager      3             3 2       1 

Golden-naped Tanager      3   3 3     1             

Blue-necked Tanager      3   1 1     1             

Masked Tanager      1                 2       

Beryl-spangled Tanager      2     1     1             

Blue-and-black Tanager      1             1           

Black-capped Tanager      3     1 1   1             

Opal-rumped Tanager      2                 3 3     

Opal-crowned Tanager      1                 3       

Swallow Tanager      1     1                   

Black-faced Dacnis      2                 2 2     

Yellow-tufted Dacnis      1     1                   

Yellow-bellied Dacnis      1                 1       

Blue Dacnis      2                 3 2     

Purple Honeycreeper      4   1 2           5 2     

Green Honeycreeper      2                 3 2     

Cinereous Conebill      1 2                       

Blue-backed Conebill      1 2                       

Capped Conebill      1     2                   

Glossy Flowerpiercer      1 5                       

Black Flowerpiercer      1         2               

White-sided Flowerpiercer      1       1                 

Masked Flowerpiercer      6 5 2 2 2   2 2           

Plumbeous Sierra Finch      1         3               

Saffron Finch      3             10 4       3 

Blue-black Grassquit      2     1               1   

Variable Seedeater      3   1 1 1                 

Yellow-bellied Seedeater      1       2                 

Chestnut-bellied Seedeater      1                     1   

Lesser/Chestnut-bellied 
Seed Finch  

    
2           1         1   

Plain-colored Seedeater      1         1               

Plushcap      1             1           

Summer Tanager      2 1   1                   

Scarlet Tanager      1                   1     

White-winged Tanager      0     h                   

Ochre-breasted Tanager      1   1                     

Southern yellow Grosbeak      3     1       1         1 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak      1     1                   

Buff-throated Saltator      2 1               1       

Grayish Saltator      1                     1   

 Total   23 483                         

 Heard     26                         

 Seen     458 55 81 89 77 50 68 57 39 91 75 79 49 

New species 
   

55 69 43 33 30 31 21 25 69 30 40 11 

Running total of species 
   

55 124 167 199 228 259 280 305 374 404 444 456 
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Mammal List 
15 species excluding bats 

Common name 

Con 
Status 

Trip 07/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2 13/2 14/2 15/2 16/2 17/2 18/2 

Golden-mantled Tamarin NT 1                     1   

Black-mantled Tamarin LC 1                 6       

Spix's Night Monkey LC 1                   2     

Squirrel Monkey LC 1                 6       

White-fronted Capuchin 
Monkey LC 1                   2     

(Venezualean) Red Howler 
Monkey LC 2                 3   3   

(white tailed) Red-crowned 
Titi Monkey LC 1                   1     

Kinkajou 

          
h 

   Red-tailed Squirrel  LC 3   1 1 1                 

Brazilian Rabbit  LC 1         2               

Black Agouti LC 1                     2   

White-lipped Peccary VU 1                     3   

Culpeo or Andean Fox/Wolf LC 1         2               

White-tailed deer LC 1 
    

3 
        Total   15    1  1  1 3         3  3  4   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


