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Ecuador - The Andes & Amazon Tour Report

Tour participants: Iris Schriefer (leader) with nine Naturetrek clients
Day 1 Sunday 9th November
Arrival in Quito

Five UK clients arrived in different flights to Quito where they were greeted by tour guide Iris, and Franklin, the
driver throughout the tour. Sadly, three clients had missed their flight due to a delay, so the short briefing at dinner
took place with only two-thirds of the group, including a client from the US, before everyone went to bed early.

Day 2 Monday 10th November
Zuroloma — Alambi Valley — Guaycapi Restaurant — Sachatamia Lodge

At 6.00am the tour started out from Quito into the Pichincha highlands, with some roadside birding along the way
to our first major stop at Zuroloma reserve, at 3200m. Here we got our first impression of Andean birds such as
Chestnut-naped and Equatorial Antpittas (fed by the local guide), Sword-billed Hummingbird, Mountain
Velvetbreast, Green-tailed Trainbearer and many others on the hummingbird feeders, and as a special treat two

White-throated Screech-Owls at their roost.

After some extra kilometres on the bumpy road, as the normal connection was closed due to roadworks, we drove
down Alambi valley to arrive at our lunch spot, Mirador Guaycapi, where the birds distracted our attention from
our food. We saw more than a dozen hummingbird species, such as White-booted Racket-tail, Purple-bibbed
Whitetip and Purple-throated Woodstar, and some tanagers including Black-capped, White-lined, Swallow and
Golden.

It started raining, so we drove straight to our hotel for the next few nights, Sachatamia Lodge, where we were
greeted by a very special welcoming committee of four Yellow-throated Toucans in the parking lot. We spent a
very productive afternoon, with sightings of Velvet-purple Coronet, Empress Brilliant, Brown Inca, Rusty-
margined Flycatcher, Dusky Chlorospingus, Choco Brushfinch, Ecuadorian Thrush and a colourful array of

tanagers.

Day 3 Tuesday 11th November
Sachatamia Lodge — Mindo Valley — Frutti Tour Gardens

Today, we finally met up with our delayed colleagues, and started off with a very active visit to the local moth trap
and grounds, getting fine views of furnariids like Streak-capped Treehunter and Strong-billed Woodcreeper,
flycatchers such as Choco Tyrannulet and Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant, a Golden-headed Quetzal, and migratory

species like Broad-winged Hawk, Swainson’s Thrush and Blackburnian Warblers, among many others.

After a comfortable breakfast, where we had another short briefing for our new tour members, we headed to
Mindo Valley, where we birded along the road and saw Crested Guan, White-throated Quail-dove, Red-headed
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Barbet, Cryptic Becard, and Bay-headed and Silver-throated Tanagers. The highlight of the day was surely a well-

hidden Stygian Owl in the centre of Mindo village, which drew the attention of several enthusiastic locals.

In the afternoon, we drove down to the Pedro Vivente Maldonado area, to bird in the small, but very productive
garden of Frutti Tours, at 600m the lowest point on our exploration of the western slopes and Andean foothills.
Memorable birds here included Bronzy Inca, Purple-chested and Violet-bellied Hummingbirds, Orange-fronted
Barbet, Yellow-tailed Oriole, Black-winged Saltator and a very nice Masked Water Tyrant. A Pacific Pygmy-Owl

was close by, but we could only guess its hiding place from the dozen of songbirds which mobbed it in its tree.

Day 4 Wednesday 12th November
Paz de las Aves Reserve — Upper Tandayapa Valley — Choco Birds Reserve

Today we had an early start to visit the famous Paz de las Aves Reserve, where the owners, Angel and Rodrigo
Paz, were the first local guides who actually tried to acclimate shy antpittas to human presence, and have done
their great work for more than twenty years. On a good day, as many as five species can be seen due to their

constant efforts.

Of course, there were more birds in this forest than the enigmatic antpittas, and when we arrived at dawn to walk
to the Andean Cock-of-the-rock lek deep in the valley, we got great views of a hunting Rufous-bellied Nighthawk.

The lek wasn’t visited by any females this day, so the males were relatively calm and came close to the hide.

After a short period having the hide to ourselves, a big group of observers arrived at, so we decided it was time to
move on. On a small forest trail, we were able to get brief views of Olivaceous Piha and Blue-winged Mountain

Tanagers.

Then it was time to follow the Paz brothers to the various antpitta feeding stations inside the forest. The first try
(for Moustached Antpitta) did not work out, but after a steep downhill hike into yet another valley, we got great
views of Giant Antpitta on its nest (!), with a bonus male Golden-winged Manakin at the same spot. At the roadside
we got a much easier sighting of two Yellow-breasted Antpittas (one adult, one juvenile), but then we ran out of

luck; according to the owners, the other species were incubating and therefore not visiting feeding stations.

Nevertheless, during our waiting time we got Black-chinned Mountain Tanagers, Flame-faced and Golden
Tanagers, Red-headed and (distant) Toucan Barbets, White-throated Daggerbill and Spotted Barbtail. On the way

back, we also got some very nice views of a pair of Zeledon’s Antbirds.

In the afternoon, we decided to bird on the roadside at the high ridge over the Tandayapa valley. Things were
exceptionally quiet, but we still had lovely views of two of the big targets in this area: the brightly coloured Gorgeted
Sunangel and, after much trying in thick fog, a family of five Plate-billed Mountain Toucans.
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Day 5 Thursday 13th November
Mashpi Amagusa Reserve — drive to Puembo

Once again, we started very eatly for our last day on the western slopes. Before we even left Sachatamia at 4.30am,

we got our first bird, a beautiful Black-and-white Owl.

At Mashpi Amagusa, we had a fantastic morning with Sergio, who helped us connect with many specialties like
Dark-backed Wood-Quail, White-tipped Sicklebill, Rose-faced Parrot, Orange-breasted Fruiteater, Glistening-
green, Rufous-throated and Moss-backed Tanagers, Indigo Flowerpiercer and Black Solitaire, among many others.
To be successful in achieving great views of several of these rare and range-restricted species at once at Mashpi

Amagusa was truly mindblowing]

On the way back to the main road to Quito, we had some nice birding moments, with Pacific Tuftedcheek, Black-

crowned Tityra, Yellow-faced Grassquit and Choco Toucan showing up.

The group stayed overnight in Puembo Birding Garden, as we had to leave early next day for our flight to Coca.
Day 6 Friday 14th November
Flight to Coca — Sacha Lodge

After breakfast in the company of numerous birds like Scrub, Blue-gray and Blue-and-yellow Tanagers, Croaking
Ground-dove and Saffron Finch, we headed off to the airport for our flight to Francisco de Orellana, better known
as El Coca. At arrival we were greeted by our local guides, Oscar and Shanshu, who were fantastic company in the

forest for the next days, together with the local guides/canoeists, Eddison and Jerry.

The transfer from airport to office, for a short refreshment and briefing, and then to the motorized canoe on the
Napo River is so well-choreographed that it doesn’t feel stressful at any point. After a ride of about an hour and a
half, we arrived at the Sacha Lodge docks, from where we walked for another twenty minutes to get to some
smaller canoes, in which we were taken to the lodge along a small creek, locally called the cafo. On the ride to
Sacha, we saw some typical riverside birds like Cocoi Heron, Osprey, Yellow-headed Caracara, White-winged and
White-banded Swallows, and Greater Ani.

We arrived at the lodge and had lunch accompanied by a family of Giant Otters, whose presence was always easily
detected by the loud screams and chattering of their young, begging for fish. On the way to our cabins, we had the
next highlight: a young Green Anaconda right below the footbridge to the lodging areal

In the afternoon, we went on a canoe ride with our local team, to explore wildlife in the small creeks and on the
lake. In this quiet, enchanting environment we found Rufescent Tiger Heron, Orange-crowned Manakin, Crane
Hawk, Hoatzin, Cream-colored Woodpecker, Dot-backed Antbird, Black-capped Donacobius and a shy, but well-

visible Sungrebe, together with many other new species for our trip.
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Day 7 Saturday 15th November
Sacha Lodge — Canopy Walkway

After an eatly breakfast at 5.00am we left the lodge at 5.30am for a thirty-minute walk to the canopy walkway, 37m
high and 275m long, with a great view over the canopy. But as soon as we arrived at the bottom of the first tower,
a thunderstorm set in, and it didn’t want to stop. In a brief period when the rain lessened, around 7.00am, Oscar
decided that we should get to the top anyway, and wait for the rain to stop there. After four hours in pouring rain,
without a roof, and the thunderstorm setting in again, the Sacha Crew decided we would go back to the lodge,

which turned into a hike through creeks and swamps instead of paths: everything was flooded!

Happily, the rain stopped around 11.20am, so we were able to watch some birds around the lakeside. Later in the
afternoon, we had the chance to return to the tower, this time without rain, and still experienced significant activity
in the treetops, seeing Black-and-white Hawk-Eagle, Bat Falcon, White-necked Puffbird, Spangled Cotinga,

Masked, Paradise and Opal-rumped Tanagers, Great Potoo and Spix’s Guan, to name a few.

We stayed until sunset and then turned the walk back into a night walk, seeing many crickets, stick insects, tree

frogs, whip spiders and, as a highlight, two huge Smoky Jungle Frogs next to the path.

One client spent the afternoon at the 43-metre-high observation tower built around a giant Kapok tree. Spotted
in the canopy were a Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth, Plum-throated Cotinga and Yellow-rumped Cacique.

Hoatzins were seen along the channel on the way to the tower trail.
Day 8 Sunday 16th November
Parrot Licks — Coca River Islands

This morning we left the lodge even earlier than the day before, as we had a day tour of the Yasuni National Park,
including the Napo River islands and involving visits to two different clay licks, places visited by various parrot

species to ingest clay and water to neutralize toxins from their green fruit diet, as well as to take up vital minerals.

On the way, we also passed smaller river islands and sandbanks, on which we could see Ladder-tailed Nightjar,
Pied Plover, Amazonian Umbrellabird, Eastern Kingbirds (a lot) and Oriole Blackbirds.

Parrot activity was excellent and loud at both clay licks, and we saw Blue-headed and Orange-cheeked Parrots,
Yellow-crowned and Orange-winged Amazons, Dusky-headed and Cobalt-winged Parakeets, and up to fifteen
Scarlet Macaws. The absolute highlight was a rarely-seen Red-and-green Macaw joining the party! On arrival at the
Napo River docks at Yasuni, we were extremely fortunate to have views of a Pink River Dolphin / Boto as it
surfaced where the dark waters of a creek mixed with the milky water of the Napo. This was a species with which

we all thought we were very unlikely to connect, but had all dreamt of seeing.

The group visited a number of sites on both shores of the Napo River and several creeks. We connected with new

species such as Swallow-winged Puffbird, Green-backed Trogon, White-eared Jacamar, Cattle Tyrant, Black-billed
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Thrush, Little and Crimson-crested Woodpeckers, Black-banded Woodcreeper, Scatlet-crowned Barbet, Black-
fronted Nunbird and Amazonian Umbrellabird.

Day 9 Monday 17th November
Kapok Tower — canoe ride

After a short early morning canoe trip and short walk into the forest, we arrived at the magnificent Kapok Tower
in good time for the morning’s peak activity; thankfully there was no rain. The platforms are high in one of the
largest trees at the Sacha property and offered a wonderful opportunity for us to experience mixed feeding flocks
forty metres up in the canopy: it was magical! We recorded more than sixty species in two hours, and at times it
was difficult to know which way to look as new species emerged from the foliage. Our guides kept us on point,
and we added Black-bellied Cuckoo, Fork-tailed Woodnymph, Slate-coloured Hawk, Amazonian Violaceous
Trogon, Purplish Jacamar Lemon-throated Barbet, Lettered Aracari, Buff-throated Woodcreeper, Dwarf Tyrant-
Manakin, Purple-throated Fruitcrow, White-browed Purpletuft, Slender-footed Tyrannulet, Golden-bellied,
Orange-bellied and Rufous-bellied Euphonias, Opal-ctowned, Opal-rumped, Masked and Green-and-Gold

Tanagers, Black-faced Dacnis and Green Honeycreeper.

At lunch, Iris joined the group again, and in the afternoon we went on a peaceful ride through the channels around
Pilchicocha Lake, where we saw Rufous-breasted Hermit, Striated Heron, Common Scale-backed Antbird and had

a brief flight view of a Ferruginous Pygmy Owl.
Day 10 Tuesday 18th November
Sacha Lodge — Coca — Pachakutik Lagoon — Susanita’s Hummingbirds — San Isidro Lodge

On yet another rainy morning, we headed back to Coca in the motorized canoe, with the only notable sighting
being a single Black Skimmer. On arrival, we were joined again by our friendly and reliable driver Franklin, who
took us back up along the eastern Andean slopes to San Isidro. On the way, we stopped at several roadside

locations, as well as Pachakutik Lagoon and Susanita’s Hummingbirds for lunch.

We got a good overview of the changing ecosystems and their feathered inhabitants, like Riparian Parrotlet, Ruddy
Ground-dove, Black-throated Mango, Carib Grackle (lower elevations); Chestnut-fronted Macaw, Little
Woodpecker, Yellow-browed Sparrow (foothills); two Band-bellied Owls at roost and Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl
(Pachakutik Lagoon); Cliff Flycatcher, Green-backed Hillstar, Black-throated Brilliant, Many-spotted
Hummingbird and Gorgeted Woodstar (Susaita and surroundings).

In the evening, we settled in at our comfortable cabins at San Isidro lodge where, after dinner, we got great views
of a Black-banded Owl.
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Day 11 Wednesday 19th November
San Isidro — La Brisa

Our birding started unusually late, at 6.00am, with a cup of freshly-brewed coffee on the porch. Here, and later on
around the lodge and road, we saw a nice mix of eastern cloudforest birds, such as White-throated Toucanet, Inca
Jay, Andean Motmot, Rufous-crowned Tody-Flycatcher, Mountain Wren, Common Chlorospingus, Bluish

Flowerpiercer, Beryl-spangled and Saffron-crowned Tanagers, and Azara’s Spinetail.

In the afternoon, we drove to La Brisa Reserve, with a stop on one of the whitewater rivers, where a female Torrent
Duck was busy feeding and swimming along the river. At the reserve there was great activity at the hummingbird
feeders, with Bronzy Inca, Peruvian Racket-tail, Long-tailed Sylph and Violet-fronted Brilliant. We also got a

fantastic view of a Scaled Fruiteater feeding in the palm trees.

After dinner and getting ready to rest, we got a group call from Iris to get back to the porch, as a Mountain Tapir
had come to the salt lick below the porch. Those who made it back on the porch in time were rewarded with great

views of the tapir as it calmly slurped at its treat for the night.
Day 12 Thursday 20th November
Borja Road — Guango Reserve — Papallacta hot springs

Today we left San Isidro after an eatlier breakfast, to drive even further up the Andes and into the real highlands.
We spent the first couple of hours at mid-elevation on the Botja road, where we had good activity among birds of
more open habitats, like Black-and-white and Chestnut-bellied Seedeaters, Red-breasted Meadowlark, Pale-edged
Flycatcher and several tanagers. The highlights along the river were a juvenile Fasciated Tiger Heron and a stunning

male Crested Quetzal.

We arrived in Guango Reserve mid-morning, and immediately headed out to the mountainside, where Grey-
breasted Mountain Toucans regularly show up to feed on grapes provided by the ranger. Initially they were very
shy, or perhaps just not hungry, but after we waited for about forty, minutes they made several appearances to

snatch the grapes one-by-one from the perch.

After lunch, we wandered around the lodge trails, and found White-capped Dipper, Mountain Cacique, Turquoise
Jay, Hooded Mountain Tanager and Grey-hooded Bush-Tanager, while at the hummingbird feeders we found
White-bellied Woodstar, Tourmaline Sunangel and Chestnut-breasted Coronet.

On the way up to the Papallacta hot springs, we took yet another side road to get Iris (and everyone else) a lifer
for the trip: a Black-collared Swallow at the water reservoir, which had shown up at this spot two weeks before,
for the first time ever in Ecuador! After giving this gorgeous little bird its due attention, we headed to the hot

springs for a well-deserved dip into the thermal waters.
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Day 13 Friday 21st November
Surroundings of Papallacta — Antenna Hill - Puembo

In the early morning, some of the group went out to bird the old Papallacta road, while others enjoyed a relaxed
morning at the hot springs. The early birds saw Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle, Spillman’s Tapaculo (pootly),
Lacrimose and Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanagers, Pale-naped Brushfinch and White-crested Elaenia.

After breakfast, we drove up to the entrance of Cayambe-Coca National Park, but with no luck, as the birds were

unusually quiet; however, we did add Red-crested Cotinga, and brief views of Tawny Antpitta for some.

After an early lunch, we headed back to Quito, where we took the road up from the pass to the radio antennas. At
this inhospitable elevation of 4300m there are some special birds which you have to work for, in particular the
perfectly-camouflaged Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe. After around twenty minutes of climbing around the cushion
plants and slipping on muddy slopes, an eagle-eyed client finally found one, and then two, on the last area of the
hill we checked. Most of us got a good view of them before they disappeared into the fog. Other nice birds at this
elevation were White-chinned Thistletail, Plain-capped Ground Tyrant and Red-rumped Bush Tyrant.

On the way down to Puembo, we stopped at several places to scan the steep hillslopes for Spectacled Bears, and
after some persistence, Iris found one feeding on some bromeliads! Although he was well-hidden behind some
bushes, we still got to see him every time he moved to another bromeliad, and we enjoyed the show for quite a

while.
Day 14 Saturday 22nd November
Antisana National Park — Departure

The trip to Antisana National Park was our last proper birding day as a group, as three of the participants would
leave this afternoon for their flight back to the UK. It turned out to be the perfect farewell to Ecuador.

Obur first stop was the Tambo Condor Restaurant, where we found not only our first Andean Condor, roosting on
the stone canyon opposite the valley, but also finally got Sword-billed Hummingbird for those who had been
delayed on the first day of the tour. We also saw Giant Hummingbird, Shining Sunbeam and Black-tailed

Trainbearer.

At various stops through the Antisana highlands, we were still adding new species, such as Tufted Tit-Tyrant,
Carunculated Caracara, Black-winged Ground-dove, Andean Ibis, Cinereous Harrier and Paramo Pipit. At La Mica
lake, we saw Andean Teal, Yellow-billed Pintail, Andean Duck, Ecuadorian Hillstar and Andean Tit-Spinetail (at
the nest), Many-striped Canastero, an obliging Tawny Antpitta and many more.

We did our last checklist at the Tambo Condor restaurant, enjoying close-up views of a Giant Hummingbird, and
then it was time to leave for the airport. No, wait! It wasn’t: we had to delay our departure from the restaurant, as
a fully-grown Spectacled Bear showed up on the opposite mountainside, as if to wave a final farewell to the group,

while Andean Condors circulated over the valley. What a way to end the trip!
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Day 15 Sunday 23rd November
Final departure

While those who had left yesterday flew across the Atlantic and arrived back in the UK, the remaining group
members enjoyed breakfast at Puembo feeding station, with Western Emerald and Fawn-breasted Tanager among
the usual visitors. They then had an excellent tour of Quito’s old town, organised by Mercedes at Puembo. Further
rain curtailed afternoon birding, although Neotropic Cormorants were seen close to Quito International Airport

before their departure.

Receive our e-newsletter Social Media
Join the Naturetrek email list and be the first to We're social! Follow us on Instagram, Facebook,
hear about new tours, additional departures and Bluesky and X and be the first to hear about the
new dates, tour reports and special offers. launch of new tours, offers, exaiting sightings and

photos from our recently returned holidays.

naturetrek co.uk/e-newsletter-signup

mnstagram com/naturetrek_wildhife_holidays

facebook.com/naturetrekwildlifeholidays
naturetrek bsky.socral
x.com/naturetrektours (formerly Twatter)
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Birds (H = Heard only)

E=endemic, N=near-endemic
Common name

Grey Tinamou

Great Tinamou

Little Tinamou

Undulated Tinamou
Torrent Duck
Blue-winged Teal
Yellow-billed Pintail
Andean Teal

Andean Duck

Speckled Chachalaca
Crested Guan

Spix's Guan
Blue-throated Piping Guan
Wattled Guan
Sickle-winged Guan
Dark-backed Wood Quail
Rufous-bellied Nighthawk
Ladder-tailed Nightjar
Great Potoo

Common Potoo
Chestnut-collared Swift
White-collared Swift
Short-tailed Swift
Fork-tailed Palm Swift
White-necked Jacobin
White-tipped Sicklebill
Bronzy Hermit
Rufous-breasted Hermit

Scientific name
Tinamus tao

Tinamus major
Crypturellus soui
Crypturellus undulatus
Merganetta armata
Spatula discors

Anas georgica

Anas andium

Oxyura ferruginea
Ortalis guttata
Penelope purpurascens
Penelope jacquacu
Pipile cumanensis
Aburria aburri
Chamaepetes goudotii
Odontophorus melanonotus
Lurocalis rufiventris
Hydropsalis climacocerca
Nyctibius grandis
Nyctibius griseus
Streptoprocne rutila
Streptoprocne zonaris
Chaetura brachyura
Tachornis squamata
Florisuga mellivora
Eutoxeres aquila
Glaucis aeneus

Glaucis hirsutus
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E=endemic, N=near-endemic
Common name
White{whiskered Hermit
Tawny-bellied Hermit
Green-fronted Lancebill
White-throated Daggerbill - N
Brown Violetear

Lesser Violetear

Sparkling Violetear
Black-throated Mango
Gorgeted Sunangel - N
Tourmaline Sunangel - N
Green Thorntail

Speckled Hummingbird
Long-tailed Sylph
Violet-tailed Sylph - N
Ecuadorian Hillstar - N
Black-tailed Trainbearer
Green-tailed Trainbearer
Blue-mantled Thornbill
Tyrian Metaltail

Viridian Metaltail
Sapphire-vented Puffleg
Shining Sunbeam

Bronzy Inca

Brown Inca - N

Collared Inca

Buff-winged Starfrontlet
Mountain Velvetbreast
Sword-billed Hummingbird
Great Sapphirewing
Buff-tailed Coronet
Chestnut-breasted Coronet

Scientific name
Phaethornis yaruqui
Phaethornis syrmatophorus
Doryfera ludovicae
Schistes albogularis
Colibri delphinae

Colibri cyanotus

Colibri coruscans
Anthracothorax nigricollis
Heliangelus strophianus
Heliangelus exortis
Discosura conversii
Adelomyia melanogenys
Aglaiocercus Kingii
Aglaiocercus coelestis
Oreotrochilus chimborazo
Lesbia victoriae

Lesbia nuna
Chalcostigma stanleyi
Metallura tyrianthina
Metallura williami
Eriocnemis luciani
Aglaeactis cupripennis
Coeligena coeligena
Coeligena wilsoni
Coeligena torquata
Coeligena lutetiae
Lafresnaya lafresnayi
Ensifera ensifera
Pterophanes cyanopterus
Boissonneaua flavescens
Boissonneaua matthewsii
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E=endemic, N=near-endemic
Common name
Velvetrpurple Coronet
White-booted Racket-tail - E
Peruvian Racket-tail
Green-backed Hillstar
Purple-bibbed Whitetip - N
Black-throated Brilliant
Fawn-breasted Brilliant
Green-crowned Brilliant
Empress Brilliant
Violet-fronted Brilliant

Giant Hummingbird
Long-billed Starthroat
Purple-throated Woodstar
White-bellied Woodstar
Gorgeted Woodstar
Violet-headed Hummingbird
Crowned Woodnymph
Fork-tailed Woodnymph
Many-spotted Hummingbird
Rufous-tailed Hummingbird
Andean Emerald
Golden-tailed Sapphire

Purple-chested Hummingbird - N

Violet-bellied Hummingbird
Greater Ani

Smooth-billed Ani

Little Cuckoo

Squirrel Cuckoo
Black-bellied Cuckoo

Feral Rock Dove - |
Band-tailed Pigeon

Scientific name
Boissonneaua jardini
Ocreatus underwoodii
Ocreatus peruanus
Urochroa leucura
Urosticte benjamini
Heliodoxa schreibersii
Heliodoxa rubinoides
Heliodoxa jacula
Heliodoxa imperatrix
Heliodoxa leadbeateri
Patagona gigas
Heliomaster longirostris
Philodice mitchellii
Chaetocercus mulsant
Chaetocercus heliodor
Klais guimeti
Thalurania colombica
Thalurania furcata
Taphrospilus hypostictus
Amazilia tzacatl
Uranomitra franciae
Chrysuronia oenone
Polyerata rosenbergi
Chlorestes julie
Crotophaga major
Crotophaga ani
Coccycua minuta
Piaya cayana

Piaya melanogaster
Columba livia
Patagioenas fasciata
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E=endemic, N=near-endemic

Common name
Pale-vented Pigeon
Plumbeous Pigeon
Ruddy Pigeon

Ruddy Ground Dove
Croaking Ground Dove
Black-winged Ground Dove
White-tipped Dove
Grey-fronted Dove
White-throated Quail-Dove
Eared Dove

Sungrebe

Andean Coot

Pied-billed Grebe

Pied Plover

Southern Lapwing
Andean Lapwing
Collared Plover
Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe
Spotted Sandpiper

Black Skimmer

Andean Gull

Anhinga

Andean Ibis

Rufescent Tiger Heron
Fasciated Tiger Heron
Boat-billed Heron
Black-crowned Night Heron
Snowy Egret

Striated Heron

Great Egret

Western Cattle Egret

Scientific name
Patagioenas cayennensis
Patagioenas plumbea
Patagioenas subvinacea
Columbina talpacoti
Columbina cruziana
Metriopelia melanoptera
Leptotila verreauxi
Leptotila rufaxilla
Zentrygon frenata
Zenaida auriculata
Heliornis fulica

Fulica ardesiaca
Podilymbus podiceps
Hoploxypterus cayanus
Vanellus chilensis
Vanellus resplendens
Anarhynchus collaris
Attagis gayi

Actitis macularius
Rynchops niger
Chroicocephalus serranus
Anhinga anhinga
Theristicus branickii
Tigrisoma lineatum
Tigrisoma fasciatum
Cochlearius cochlearius
Nycticorax nycticorax
Egretta thula

Butorides striata

Ardea alba

Ardea ibis
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E=endemic, N=near-endemic
Common name

Cocoi [Heron

Hoatzin

King Vulture

Andean Condor

Black Vulture

Turkey Vulture

Greater Yellow-headed Vulture

Osprey

Hook-billed Kite
Swallow-tailed Kite

Black Hawk-Eagle
Black-and-white Hawk-Eagle
Cinereous Harrier
Double-toothed Kite
Plumbeous Kite

Crane Hawk

Slate-colored Hawk
Roadside Hawk

Harris's Hawk

Variable Hawk
Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle
Broad-winged Hawk
Ferruginous Pygmy Owl
Pacific Pygmy Owl

Stygian Owl

White-throated Screech Owl
Tawny-bellied Screech Owl
Band-bellied Owl

Crested Owl
Black-and-white Owil
Black-banded Owl

Scientific name

Ardea cocoi
Opisthocomus hoazin
Sarcoramphus papa
Vultur gryphus
Coragyps atratus
Cathartes aura
Cathartes melambrotus
Pandion haliaetus
Chondrohierax uncinatus
Elanoides forficatus
Spizaetus tyrannus
Spizaetus melanoleucus
Circus cinereus
Harpagus bidentatus
Ictinia plumbea
Geranospiza caerulescens
Buteogallus schistaceus
Rupornis magnirostris
Parabuteo unicinctus
Geranoaetus polyosoma
Geranoaetus melanoleucus
Buteo platypterus
Glaucidium brasilianum
Glaucidium peruanum
Asio stygius

Megascops albogularis
Megascops watsonii
Pulsatrix melanota
Lophostrix cristata

Strix nigrolineata

Strix huhula
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E=endemic, N=near-endemic

Common name
Golden-headed Quetzal
Crested Quetzal
Black-tailed Trogon
Green-backed Trogon
Amazonian Trogon
Masked Trogon

Green-and-rufous Kingfisher

Ringed Kingfisher
Amazonian Motmot
Andean Motmot
Rufous Motmot
White-eared Jacamar
Purplish Jacamar
White-necked Puffbird
Black-fronted Nunbird
Swallow-winged Puffbird
Scarlet-crowned Barbet
Orange-fronted Barbet
Gilded Barbet
Lemon-throated Barbet
Red-headed Barbet
Toucan Barbet
Yellow-throated Toucan
White-throated Toucan
Choco Toucan - N
Channel-billed Toucan
Lettered Aracari
Chestnut-eared Aracari
Many-banded Aracari

Plate-billed Mountain Toucan - N
Grey-breasted Mountain Toucan

Scientific name
Pharomachrus auriceps
Pharomachrus antisianus
Trogon melanurus
Trogon viridis

Trogon ramonianus
Trogon personatus
Chloroceryle inda
Megaceryle torquata
Momotus momota
Momotus aequatorialis
Baryphthengus martii
Galbalcyrhynchus leucotis
Galbula chalcothorax
Notharchus hyperrhynchus
Monasa nigrifrons
Chelidoptera tenebrosa
Capito aurovirens

Capito squamatus
Capito auratus

Eubucco richardsoni
Eubucco bourcierii
Semnornis ramphastinus
Ramphastos ambiguus
Ramphastos tucanus
Ramphastos brevis
Ramphastos vitellinus
Pteroglossus inscriptus
Pteroglossus castanotis
Pteroglossus pluricinctus
Andigena laminirostris
Andigena hypoglauca

November 2025
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E=endemic, N=near-endemic
Common name
White+throated Toucanet
Yellow-tufted Woodpecker
Black-cheeked Woodpecker
Little Woodpecker
Smoky-brown Woodpecker
Golden-olive Woodpecker
Chestnut Woodpecker
Cream-colored Woodpecker
Crimson-crested Woodpecker
Red-throated Caracara
Black Caracara
Yellow-headed Caracara
Carunculated Caracara
Lined Forest Falcon
American Kestrel
Aplomado Falcon

Bat Falcon

Cobalt-winged Parakeet
Rose-faced Parrot
Orange-cheeked Parrot
Red-billed Parrot
Blue-headed Parrot
Bronze-winged Parrot
Yellow-crowned Amazon
Mealy Amazon
Orange-winged Amazon
Riparian Parrotlet
Black-headed Parrot
Maroon-tailed Parakeet
Dusky-headed Parakeet
Red-bellied Macaw

Scientific name 10
Aulacorhynchus albivitta
Melanerpes cruentatus
Melanerpes pucherani
Veniliornis passerinus
Leuconotopicus fumigatus
Colaptes rubiginosus
Celeus elegans

Celeus flavus

Campephilus melanoleucos
Ibycter americanus
Daptrius ater

Milvago chimachima
Phalcoboenus carunculatus

Micrastur gilvicollis
Falco sparverius v
Falco femoralis v

Falco rufigularis
Brotogeris cyanoptera
Pyrilia pulchra

Pyrilia barrabandi
Pionus sordidus

Pionus menstruus
Pionus chalcopterus
Amazona ochrocephala
Amazona farinosa
Amazona amazonica
Forpus crassirostris
Pionites melanocephalus
Pyrrhura melanura
Aratinga weddellii
Orthopsittaca manilatus
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E=endemic, N=near-endemic
Common name
Chestnut-fronted Macaw
Scarlet Macaw
Red-and-green Macaw
Plain-brown Woodcreeper
Wedge-billed Woodcreeper
Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper
Black-banded Woodcreeper
Strong-billed Woodcreeper
Elegant Woodcreeper
Buff-throated Woodcreeper
Spotted Woodcreeper
Olive-backed Woodcreeper
Montane Woodcreeper
Streaked Xenops

Pacific Tuftedcheek
Streaked Tuftedcheek
Pacific Hornero
Chestnut-winged Cinclodes
Stout-billed Cinclodes
Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaner
Lineated Foliage-gleaner
Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner
Streak-capped Treehunter
Spotted Barbtail

Pearled Treerunner
Andean Tit-Spinetail
Many-striped Canastero
White-chinned Thistletail
Red-faced Spinetail
Ash-browed Spinetail

Slaty Spinetail

Scientific name

Ara severus

Ara macao

Ara chloropterus
Dendrocincla fuliginosa
Glyphorynchus spirurus
Dendrexetastes rufigula
Dendrocolaptes picumnus
Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus
Xiphorhynchus elegans
Xiphorhynchus guttatus
Xiphorhynchus erythropygius
Xiphorhynchus triangularis
Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger
Xenops rutilans
Pseudocolaptes johnsoni
Pseudocolaptes boissonneautii
Furnarius cinnamomeus
Cinclodes albidiventris
Cinclodes excelsior
Anabacerthia variegaticeps
Syndactyla subalaris
Dendroma rufa
Thripadectes virgaticeps
Premnoplex brunnescens
Margarornis squamiger
Leptasthenura andicola
Asthenes flammulata
Asthenes fuliginosa
Cranioleuca erythrops
Cranioleuca curtata
Synallaxis brachyura
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E=endemic, N=near-endemic
Common name

Azara's Spinetail
White-flanked Antwren
Long-winged Antwren
Grey Antwren
Plain-winged Antshrike
Great Antshrike
Black-spotted Bare-eye
Common Scale-backed Antbird
Streak-headed Antbird
Peruvian Warbling Antbird
Grey Antbird

Dot-backed Antbird
Silvered Antbird
Spot-winged Antbird
White-shouldered Antbird
Zeledon's Antbird
Rufous-breasted Antthrush
Giant Antpitta
Chestnut-crowned Antpitta
Chestnut-naped Antpitta
Yellow-breasted Antpitta
White-bellied Antpitta
Equatorial Antpitta

Tawny Antpitta - N
Long-tailed Tapaculo
Blackish Tapaculo

Narino Tapaculo
Spillmann's Tapaculo
Tawny-rumped Tyrannulet
Greenish Elaenia
Yellow-bellied Elaenia

Scientific name
Synallaxis azarae
Myrmotherula axillaris
Myrmotherula longipennis
Myrmotherula menetriesii
Thamnophilus schistaceus
Taraba major

Phlegopsis nigromaculata
Willisornis poecilinotus
Drymophila striaticeps
Hypocnemis peruviana
Cercomacra cinerascens
Hylophylax punctulatus
Sclateria naevia
Myrmelastes leucostigma
Akletos melanoceps
Hafferia zeledoni
Formicarius rufipectus
Grallaria gigantea
Grallaria ruficapilla
Grallaria nuchalis
Grallaria flavotincta
Grallaria hypoleuca
Grallaria saturata
Grallaria quitensis
Scytalopus micropterus
Scytalopus latrans
Scytalopus vicinior
Scytalopus spillmanni
Tyranniscus uropygialis
Myiopagis viridicata
Elaenia flavogaster

November 2025
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E=endemic, N=near-endemic
Common name
White-crested Elaenia
White-tailed Tyrannulet
Sulphur-bellied Tyrannulet
White-banded Tyrannulet
Tufted Tit-Tyrant

Torrent Tyrannulet
Slender-footed Tyrannulet
Golden-faced Tyrannulet
Choco Tyrannulet - N
Marble-faced Bristle Tyrant
Streak-necked Flycatcher
Slaty-capped Flycatcher
Flavescent Flycatcher
Handsome Flycatcher
Ornate Flycatcher
Scale-crested Pygmy Tyrant

Rufous-crowned Tody-Flycatcher

Common Tody-Flycatcher

Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher

Cinnamon Flycatcher

Cliff Flycatcher

Black Phoebe
Smoke-colored Pewee
Western Wood Pewee
Eastern Wood Pewee
Vermilion Flycatcher

Drab Water Tyrant
Spot-billed Ground Tyrant
Paramo Ground Tyrant - N
Red-rumped Bush Tyrant
Streak-throated Bush Tyrant

Scientific name

Elaenia albiceps
Mecocerculus poecilocercus
Mecocerculus minor
Mecocerculus stictopterus
Anairetes parulus
Serpophaga cinerea
Zimmerius gracilipes
Zimmerius chrysops
Zimmerius albigularis
Pogonotriccus ophthalmicus
Mionectes striaticollis
Leptopogon superciliaris
Myiophobus flavicans
Nephelomyias pulcher
Myiotriccus ornatus
Lophotriccus pileatus
Poecilotriccus ruficeps
Todirostrum cinereum

Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum

Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus
Hirundinea ferruginea
Sayornis nigricans
Contopus fumigatus
Contopus sordidulus
Contopus virens
Pyrocephalus obscurus
Ochthornis littoralis
Muscisaxicola maculirostris
Muscisaxicola alpinus
Cnemarchus erythropygius
Myiotheretes striaticollis
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E=endemic, N=near-endemic
Common name

Maskegd Water Tyrant
Crowned Chat-Tyrant
Slaty-backed Chat-Tyrant
Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant
Cattle Tyrant

Piratic Flycatcher
Rusty-margined Flycatcher
Social Flycatcher
Grey-capped Flycatcher
Great Kiskadee

Lesser Kiskadee
Golden-bellied Flycatcher
Streaked Flycatcher
Boat-billed Flycatcher
Tropical Kingbird

Eastern Kingbird

Greyish Mourner
Dusky-capped Flycatcher
Short-crested Flycatcher
Pale-edged Flycatcher
Cinnamon Attila

Scaled Fruiteater
Orange-breasted Fruiteater - N
Barred Fruiteater
Olivaceous Piha

Andean Cock-of-the-rock
Red-crested Cotinga
Purple-throated Fruitcrow
Amazonian Umbrellabird
Plum-throated Cotinga
Spangled Cotinga

Scientific name 10 1 12
Fluvicola nengeta v
Silvicultrix frontalis H

Ochthoeca cinnamomeiventris H

Ochthoeca fumicolor

Machetornis rixosa

Legatus leucophaius

Myiozetetes cayanensis v v
Myiozetetes similis

Myiozetetes granadensis

Pitangus sulphuratus

Philohydor lictor

Myiodynastes hemichrysus v
Myiodynastes maculatus

Megarynchus pitangua

Tyrannus melancholicus v
Tyrannus tyrannus

Rhytipterna simplex

Myiarchus tuberculifer

Myiarchus ferox

Myiarchus cephalotes

Attila cinnamomeus

<
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Ampelioides tschudii

Pipreola jucunda

Pipreola arcuata H

Snowornis cryptolophus v
Rupicola peruvianus v
Ampelion rubrocristatus

Querula purpurata

Cephalopterus ornatus

Cotinga maynana

Cotinga cayana
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E=endemic, N=near-endemic
Common name
Purple-throated Cotinga
Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin
Golden-winged Manakin
Orange-crested Manakin
Wire-tailed Manakin
Club-winged Manakin - N
Black-crowned Tityra
Black-tailed Tityra
Masked Tityra
White-browed Purpletuft
Barred Becard
Cinnamon Becard
White-winged Becard
Black-and-white Becard
One-colored Becard
Tawny-breasted Myiobius
Black-billed Peppershrike
Chivi Vireo
Brown-capped Vireo
Choco Vireo

Turquoise Jay
Violaceous Jay

Inca Jay

White-winged Swallow
Grey-breasted Martin

Southern Rough-winged Swallow

White-banded Swallow
Blue-and-white Swallow
Black-collared Swallow
Brown-bellied Swallow
Black-capped Donacobius

Scientific name
Porphyrolaema porphyrolaema
Tyranneutes stolzmanni
Masius chrysopterus
Heterocercus aurantiivertex
Pipra filicauda
Machaeropterus deliciosus
Tityra inquisitor

Tityra cayana

Tityra semifasciata
lodopleura isabellae
Pachyramphus versicolor
Pachyramphus cinnamomeus
Pachyramphus polychopterus
Pachyramphus albogriseus
Pachyramphus homochrous
Myiobius villosus

Cyclarhis nigrirostris

Vireo chivi

Vireo leucophrys

Vireo masteri

Cyanolyca turcosa
Cyanocorax violaceus
Cyanocorax yncas
Tachycineta albiventer
Progne chalybea
Stelgidopteryx ruficollis

Atticora fasciata

Pygochelidon cyanoleuca
Pygochelidon melanoleuca
Orochelidon murina
Donacobius atricapilla
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E=endemic, N=near-endemic
Common name
Band-backed Wren
Thrush-like Wren

Grass Wren

Plain-tailed Wren

Bay Wren

Southern House Wren
Mountain Wren
Grey-breasted Wood Wren
Trilling (Long-billed) Gnatwren
Andean Solitaire

Black Solitaire

Swainson's Thrush
Glossy-black Thrush

Great Thrush

Lawrence's Thrush
Black-billed Thrush
White-necked Thrush
Ecuadorian Thrush
White-capped Dipper
Paramo Pipit

Olivaceous Siskin

Hooded Siskin

White-lored Euphonia
Thick-billed Euphonia
Orange-bellied Euphonia
Bronze-green Euphonia
Rufous-bellied Euphonia
Yellow-throated Chlorospingus
Common Chlorospingus
Dusky Chlorospingus - N
Yellow-browed Sparrow

Scientific name
Campylorhynchus zonatus
Campylorhynchus turdinus
Cistothorus platensis
Pheugopedius euophrys
Cantorchilus nigricapillus
Troglodytes musculus
Troglodytes solstitialis
Henicorhina leucophrys
Ramphocaenus melanurus
Myadestes ralloides
Entomodestes coracinus
Catharus ustulatus

Turdus serranus

Turdus fuscater

Turdus lawrencii

Turdus ignobilis

Turdus albicollis

Turdus maculirostris
Cinclus leucocephalus
Anthus bogotensis

Spinus olivaceus

Spinus magellanicus
Euphonia chrysopasta
Euphonia laniirostris
Euphonia xanthogaster
Euphonia mesochrysa
Euphonia rufiventris
Chlorospingus flavigularis
Chlorospingus flavopectus
Chlorospingus semifuscus
Ammodramus aurifrons
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E=endemic, N=near-endemic
Common name
Black-striped Sparrow
Grey-browed Brushfinch
Orange-billed Sparrow
Chestnut-capped Brushfinch
Rufous-collared Sparrow
Choco Brushfinch
Pale-naped Brushfinch
Yellow-breasted Brushfinch
White-winged Brushfinch - N
Red-breasted Meadowlark
Russet-backed Oropendola
Crested Oropendola
Yellow-rumped Cacique
Scarlet-rumped Cacique
Mountain Cacique
Yellow-tailed Oriole
Epaulet Oriole

Giant Cowbird

Shiny Cowbird

Scrub Blackbird

Carib Grackle

Oriole Blackbird

American Redstart
Tropical Parula
Blackburnian Warbler
Black-crested Warbler
Buff-rumped Warbler
Choco Warbler
Russet-crowned Warbler
Three-striped Warbler
Canada Warbler

Scientific name 10
Arremonops conirostris
Arremon assimilis H

Arremon aurantiirostris
Arremon brunneinucha

Zonotrichia capensis v
Atlapetes crassus v
Atlapetes pallidinucha

Atlapetes latinuchus v

Atlapetes leucopterus

Leistes militaris

Psarocolius angustifrons

Psarocolius decumanus

Cacicus cela

Cacicus microrhynchus

Cacicus chrysonotus

Icterus mesomelas

Icterus cayanensis

Molothrus oryzivorus

Molothrus bonariensis

Dives warczewiczi v
Quiscalus lugubris

Gymnomystax mexicanus

Setophaga ruticilla

Setophaga pitiayumi

Setophaga fusca

Myiothlypis nigrocristata H
Myiothlypis fulvicauda

Myiothlypis chlorophrys

Myiothlypis coronata H
Basileuterus tristriatus

Cardellina canadensis
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E=endemic, N=near-endemic
Common name
Slate-throated Whitestart
Spectacled Whitestart
Summer Tanager

Scarlet Tanager
White-winged Tanager
Green Honeycreeper
Golden-collared Honeycreeper
Swallow Tanager

Purple Honeycreeper
Black-faced Dacnis
Buff-throated Saltator
Black-winged Saltator - N
Bananaquit

Yellow-faced Grassquit
Blue-black Grassquit
White-lined Tanager
Lemon-rumped Tanager
Masked Crimson Tanager
Silver-beaked Tanager
Lesson's Seedeater
Variable Seedeater
Black-and-white Seedeater
Yellow-bellied Seedeater
Thick-billed Seed Finch
Chestnut-bellied Seedeater
Grey-hooded Bush Tanager
Black-eared Hemispingus
Superciliaried Hemispingus
Rufous-chested Tanager
Capped Conebill
Cinereous Conebill

Scientific name 10
Myioborus miniatus v
Myioborus melanocephalus v
Piranga rubra v

Piranga olivacea

Piranga leucoptera

Chlorophanes spiza

Iridophanes pulcherrimus

Tersina viridis v
Cyanerpes caeruleus

Dacnis lineata

Saltator maximus N
Saltator atripennis v
Coereba flaveola N

Tiaris olivaceus

Volatinia jacarina

Tachyphonus rufus v
Ramphocelus icteronotus v
Ramphocelus nigrogularis

Ramphocelus carbo

Sporophila bouvronides

Sporophila corvina

Sporophila luctuosa

Sporophila nigricollis

Sporophila funerea

Sporophila castaneiventris

Cnemoscopus rubrirostris

Sphenopsis melanotis

Thlypopsis superciliaris v
Thlypopsis ornata v
Conirostrum albifrons

Conirostrum cinereum v
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E=endemic, N=near-endemic

Common name

Saffron Finch
Plumbeous Sierra Finch
Plain-colored Seedeater
Bluish Flowerpiercer
Masked Flowerpiercer
Indigo Flowerpiercer
Glossy Flowerpiercer
White-sided Flowerpiercer
Black Flowerpiercer
Blue-and-yellow Tanager
Blue-capped Tanager

Blue-winged Mountain Tanager
Black-chinned Mountain Tanager - N
Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager
Lacrimose Mountain Tanager
Glistening-green Tanager - N

Orange-eared Tanager
Moss-backed Tanager - N
Magpie Tanager

Rufous-throated Tanager - N

Golden-naped Tanager
Blue-grey Tanager
Palm Tanager
Black-capped Tanager
Blue-necked Tanager
Masked Tanager

Scrub Tanager - N
Blue-and-black Tanager
Beryl-spangled Tanager
Bay-headed Tanager
Saffron-crowned Tanager

Scientific name
Sicalis flaveola
Geospizopsis unicolor
Catamenia inornata
Diglossa caerulescens
Diglossa cyanea
Diglossa indigotica
Diglossa lafresnayii
Diglossa albilatera
Diglossa humeralis
Rauenia bonariensis

Sporathraupis cyanocephala

Anisognathus somptuosus
Anisognathus notabilis
Anisognathus igniventris
Anisognathus lacrymosus
Chlorochrysa phoenicotis
Chlorochrysa calliparaea
Bangsia edwardsi
Cissopis leverianus
Ixothraupis rufigula
Chalcothraupis ruficervix
Thraupis episcopus
Thraupis palmarum
Stilpnia heinei

Stilpnia cyanicollis
Stilpnia nigrocincta
Stilpnia vitriolina

Tangara vassorii

Tangara nigroviridis
Tangara gyrola

Tangara xanthocephala
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E=endemic, N=near-endemic
Common name
Flametfaced Tanager
Green-and-gold Tanager
Golden Tanager
Silver-throated Tanager
Turquoise Tanager

Paradise Tanager
Opal-crowned Tanager
Opal-rumped Tanager

Mammals

Common name

Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth
Western Pygmy Marmoset
Ecuadorean Squirrel Monkey
Humboldt's White-fronted Capuchin
Colombian Red Howler
Common Tapeti

Central American Agouti

Black Agouti

Red-tailed Squirrel

Western Dwarf Squirrel
Proboscis Bat

White-tailed Deer

Mountain Tapir

Spectacled Bear

Giant Otter

Western Mountain Coati

Pink River Dolphin

Scientific name 10 1
Tangara parzudakii

Tangara schrankii

Tangara arthus v v
Tangara icterocephala v
Tangara mexicana

Tangara chilensis

Tangara callophrys

Tangara velia

Scientific name 10 1
Bradypus variegatus

Cebuella pygmaea

Saimiri macrodon

Cebus albifrons

Alouatta seniculus

Sylvilagus brasiliensis v
Dasyprocta punctata v v
Dasyprocta fuliginosa

Sciurus granatensis v v

Microsciurus mimulus
Rhynchonycteris naso
Odocoileus virginianus
Tapirus pinchaque
Tremarctos ornatus
Pteronura brasiliensis
Nasuella olivacea

Inia geoffrensis
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Ecuador - The Andes & Amazon Tour Report

Amphibians & reptiles

November 2025
Common name Scientific name 10 1 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Smoky Jungle Frog Leptodactylus pentadactylus v
a caiman lizard Dracaena sp. v v
Black Caiman Melanosuchus niger N
Spectacled Caiman Caiman crocodilus v v
Green Anaconda Eunectes murinus v

© Naturetrek January 26 27



