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Tour participants: Gustavo Cañas (leader) with nine Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

“There might be no other country in the world harboring such diversity of natural contrasts […] such as the Ecuadorian Andean 

Region, built like a tower, from the warm tropical lowlands to the region of the glaciers.” Hans Meyer, 1906 

During this 14-day adventure we saw 20 species of mammals including the rarities we consider our targets: 

Spectacled Bear, Mountain Tapir, Olinguito and Giant Otter. Besides, we interacted with 353 bird species, during 

our leisure birding sessions. Many of them were either range-restricted, rarely seen during any given birding trip 

or not always reliable to be available at the known spots where they can be found. These species included 

Andean Condor, Harpy Eagle, White-faced Nunbird, Moustached Antpitta, Zigzag Heron, Plate-billed Mountain 

Toucan, Ochre-breasted Antpitta, Gorgeted Sunangel, Palmcreeper, and the San Isidro “Mystery” Owl. On the 

other hand, we also saw birds which are simply enjoyable due to their colour pattern (Red-capped Cardinal, 

Silver-beaked, Flame-faced, and Golden-hooded Tanagers, Vermillion Flycatcher) or their feathering and 

behaviour (Hoatzin, Lyre-tailed Nightjar, Andean Cock-of-the-Rock, Torrent Duck). The diverse flora of the 

Cloud forest, the Paramo (the Andean version of the Scottish moors) and the Tropical Rain Forest offered new 

shapes and colours for the eye of the photographer. This trip was one-of-a-kind: the rich diversity we were able 

to witness was happening almost at our request. So many rare species gave us the opportunity to enjoy them that 

we almost forgot how rare all those sightings are. All these elements were the details one was able to find when 

exploring the dramatic scenery of the Ecuadorian landscape. 

Day 1 Saturday 7th January 

Arrival in Ecuador 

Between the clouds and amidst the rugged mountains, the plane transporting the group from the UK landed. 

The airstrip was surrounded by ravines, hills, farms and one-storey houses forming scattered neighbourhoods. 

“Mariscal Antonio José de Sucre” is the name of Quito´s Airport. It is located on the easternmost end of the Dry 

Tumbaco Valley, right on the edge of the western slope of the nearby mountains. It was named after the most 

important General of the creole combined forces of the Grand Colombia, stationed in Quito after the battle that 

sealed our Independence on May 24th, 1824.  

 

Upon arrival our group was transferred directly to Puembo Birding Garden. There, birds were active at the well-

maintained feeders. Highlights at the feeding stations included Scrub Tanager, Yellow-bellied Grosbeak, Black-

tailed Trainbearer and the erratic Western Emerald and Giant Hummingbird. After settling in the rooms, the 

group was offered dinner, and went to bed. 

Day 2 Sunday 8th January 

Alambi; overnight in Bellavista 

An early morning get-together in the orchard in front of our rooms produced good views of Black-tailed 

Trainbearer, Vermillion Flycatcher, and a fly-by of Giant Hummingbird. As we wanted to explore the 

opportunity of getting a better sight of Giant Hummingbird, we made a stop on our way to Alambi. 
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Along the road to the Chiche river gorge we stopped to scan the vegetation. There were fresh flowers along the 

road and off the walls of the neighbouring gardens. With an open view to the gorge, we enjoyed the ravine, the 

sunshine and the view of the dry valley with Acacia macracantha, Puya aequatorialis, Agave americana and the 

ubiquitous Eucalyptus globulus. Our patient wait for the hummingbirds to show up delivered us a Giant 

Hummingbird hovering as it drank from the Striped Abutilon (Abutilon pictum), a native plant to Ecuador. 

 

As our birding goal was achieved, we departed to Alambi. We crossed the Tumbaco Dry Valley, enjoying the 

views of the mountains as we drove outside the Quito Valley perimeter. We passed the Equator Monument in 

San Antonio de Pichincha, a village just outside the limits of urban Quito, about to be absorbed by the 

development. There we sneaked to a twitching spot looking for Band-tailed Sierra Finch, and we saw it. The 

spirits of the group were high. Here we also saw Common Ground Dove, Plumbeous Sierra Finch and, again, 

Vermillion Flycatcher. 

 

We then drove to have our picture taken at the original Equator monument, away from the crowds and just few 

seconds north of the actual 0° 0’ Latitude, in the central plaza of the village of Calacali. All the villages we had 

visited today: Puembo, Tumbaco, San Antonio and Calacali, are external Parishes to Quito. In a predominantly 

Catholic Country such as Ecuador, even consecrated to Jesus’s Heart by one of our Conservative Presidents, 

Gabriel García Moreno, our political division has been associated by the state to the presence of the Church in 

the villages. Neighbours then organized their activities within the context of the Parish as a unit which in turn 

received the support of the state with the designation of a government representative. These rural villages are 

known as Parishes. 

  

At Alambi we encountered another crew of hummingbird lovers. As we arrived, they were already almost done 

with their time taking pictures of the birds coming to the feeders. While the group departed, we prepared our 

cameras and found the right spots for us to start identifying and photographing our new finds. From our very 

first approach to the garden there was hummingbird madness: birds were everywhere, and we were just about 

able to deal with the task of identifying them. 

 

Lunch happened at the garden. We enjoyed our packed lunch in front of the show. Just as we always try to make 

it happen. Our highlights here, from the star to the cast were White-whiskered Hermit, Purple-bibbed Whitetip, 

Tawny-bellied Hermit, Lesser Violetear, and Western Emerald, among others. 

 

Right after we were drizzled on at Alambi, we drove up the road to Bellavista to settle into our rooms and watch 

hummingbirds from the bar, some with coffee, some with tea, some with beer. The highlight there was Gorgeted 

Sunangel. Other new hummingbirds for today were Collared Inca and Buff-tailed Coronet. Our first mammal at 

the lodge was Red-tailed Squirrel. 

 

Tonight, we only had one nocturnal mammal record: “Short-eared” Opossum. After dinner we did not have 

Olinguito coming to the feeding station. 
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Day 3 Monday 9th January 

Paz Reserve; overnight in Bellavista 

We had a very early morning today in order to go to the Paz Bird Reserve. We drove along the road looking for 

any nocturnal wildlife. We had a juvenile male Lyre-tailed Nightjar taking off the road. 

After a 45-minute drive in the dark, we discovered there was a land slide along the road, just after the bridge. We 

knew machinery had been called to clear the road and open it to traffic. We crossed the muddy road on foot and 

arrived on time for the Cock-of-the-Rock show. At the lek we saw eight males and one female during our 45 

minutes spent there. There were good opportunities for photography. This was only one of many memorable 

experiences to come during our visit this morning.  

 

Next in line, we had a planned short walk uphill looking for Giant Antpitta and Rufous-breasted Antthrush. The 

Rufous-breasted Antthrush did not come out all the way and we only heard it calling. After a tenacious search, 

however, the Giant Antpitta came to be fed and gave us enough time for all the group to enjoy good views and 

take photographs. 

 

As we returned to the road, we detoured to a set of hummingbird and banana feeders. There we had our third 

show. As we entered the trail to watch beauties such as Booted Racket-tail, we had a family of Dark-backed 

Wood Quails on our right-hand side and a begging Giant Antpitta on our left. The last two were next to the trail 

within four square metres, at the same time. 

 

We continued with our search for new birds. More remarkable finds during our stay were two Yellow-breasted 

Antpittas, one Ochre-breasted Antpitta, and one Chestnut-crowned Antpitta. 

 

After walking along the trails expecting one new bird after the other, we were invited to try the local flavoursome 

snack: plantain balls filled with chicken, and the vegetarian alternative, cheese-filled fritters or empanadas. Our 

snack was supplemented with Tanagers: Golden-naped and Beryl-spangled. Besides, we also had a handful of 

colourful hummingbirds such as Velvet-purple Coronet. Our group had also the chance to meet Angel and 

Rodrigo Paz, who shared their experiences as entrepreneurs developing this nature-based business initiative. 

 

We drove straight back for lunch at Bellavista; yet we had one stop for a flock of birds including Black-capped 

Tanager and Blue-winged Mountain Tanager. Despite our delicious snack at mid-morning, we did not want to 

miss lunch back at the lodge. 

 

After our meal, we went birding briefly around the car park. There we found a pair of Toucan Barbets, a 

highlight for this region. We also saw Grey-breasted Wood Wren, Flame-faced Tanager and Blue-capped 

Tanager. Then, we went up to the road above Bellavista for our afternoon walk. There we found Montane 

Woodcreeper and Crimson-rumped Toucanet among other birds we had seen already. 

 

We returned to the lodge for some time at the feeders as it drizzled. Progressively, people went to their rooms 

for them to prepare for night time. We expected this time to see Olinguito. We had dinner, and as we ended 

dinner we went out to check the feeding station. It took a while for it to come to the bananas. It in fact surprised 

us from the left first, then eventually walked away along a pole to the bananas bundle, hanging away from us. In 
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the dark photography without flash is challenging so only a few of the group tried to get pictures. A few at a 

time, we dismissed ourselves to our rooms. 

Day 4 Tuesday 10th January 

Bellavista; to Papallacta; overnight in Papallacta 

Early in the morning we birded the paths and surroundings of the cabins and the parking lot. Species giving us 

great views included Masked Trogon, White-sided Flowerpiercer, Chestnut-capped Brush Finch, and Russet-

crowned Warbler, among others.  

 

Before breakfast, we had two important encounters: Tayras and White-faced Nunbird. While we were birding, a 

Tayra was taking remains of bananas dropped from the Olinguito overnight activity. It started looking avidly for 

more fruit. Other guests besides our group gathered due to us all staring downhill onto the Tayra.  

 

Eventually our group members were helping others to see the Tayras and to have a spot to take pictures. So, we 

requested bananas from the staff and lured the Tayra out and eventually a second one came into sight for them. 

We enjoyed long looks at them and took great pictures as they were expecting more banana bits. 

 

We thought that was the top of the excitement we were able to experience during our pre-breakfast session. 

However, in the surroundings, quietly, a White-faced Nunbird was perched on an open branch. It took a bit to 

quietly organize ourselves on the outside corridor of the dome, overlooking the road. One after the other, all the 

clients who had a camera had the chance to try for a picture. 

 

Eventually, the bird even changed perches to a place which had a better background but a bit further away. 

Everybody had good looks at the bird and I expect there was more than one set of good photos of this very 

scarce and inconspicuous bird. 

  

After breakfast, we went birding up the road. We were again looking for a bird we had not yet seen: Plate-billed 

Mountain Toucan. We found a Broad-winged Hawk again, which gave better, forward-facing views, among other 

birds. Eventually we saw the Plate-billed Mountain Toucans but did not have any chances to take pictures, this 

time.  

So much activity implied that we had to stay longer looking for more. We decided to stay birding at the lodge up 

to lunch. Before departing we enjoyed again the members of the array of hummingbirds regular at this time of 

the year: Speckled Hummingbird, Collared Inca and Buff-tailed Coronet, and we said goodbye to the very range-

restricted and hard-to-find Gorgeted Sunangel. 

 

We had a straight drive to the Papallacta Pass. At the pass we looked briefly for Spectacled Bear, with no luck. 

Right before dark, we drove to Termas de Papallacta our hotel for the next four nights. 
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Day 5 Wednesday 11th January 

Cayambe-Coca National Park: Papallacta Pass; above Termas road; 

Today, as well as in the next three mornings, we started right after having breakfast earlier than regular hotel 

hours, thanks to the cooperation of the kitchen staff and some of our waiter friends. Right after having our well-

set breakfast, we left for the mountains with packed lunch.  

 

During our morning session, we drove back to the west to explore around the Papallacta Pass. Now our team 

had one extra member, our local guide Patricio Pillajo. He is a local expert on finding Spectacled Bear. He works 

occasionally as a field assistant for Andean Bear Foundation. The Foundation is an organization dedicated to 

study and protect big mammals in the Cayambe-Coca National Park: Spectacled Bear and Mountain Tapir. The 

project, directed by Armando Castellanos, is expecting to start the study of Puma and Andean Fox (Culpeo) in 

the near future. For the moment, the main goal of the organization is to offer better conditions for the Andean 

bears and other large mammals to cross the Quito – Papallacta Highway. This road was recently (in the last two 

years) improved to four lanes, which has increased the speed at which the vehicles can drive along it. 

 

At the time of our trip the first signs had been placed along the stretches where sightings of Spectacled Bear have 

been reported and monitored by the Foundation. Along those areas we scanned for bear and tapir.   

 

During our morning session at the Pass, we saw one bear. We were only able to show a bear bum to some of our 

group members as one large adult bear retreated into the shrubbery in the distance. Patricio and I explored the 

surroundings of the sighting in order to try and see this individual again, with little success. Only two of our 

group members actually saw it disappearing into the Andean vegetation. 

 

In the afternoon, we decided to go and test our luck on the hillsides above Termas de Papallacta. This access 

road to the Cayambe - Coca Park is part of the infrastructure developed by the Quito Water Company (EMAP-

Quito) in order to manage the water supply for the city. 

 

There we enjoyed the landscapes and flora and several saw highland birds well today for the first time in our trip. 

The specialities included Many-striped Canastero and Stout-billed Cinclodes, among others. This afternoon did 

not produce mammal rarities, but we saw a male White-tailed Deer of the subspecies from the highlands. We 

also had our first encounter with Andean Condor, one of the few still surviving in the northern cordilleras of 

Ecuador. We had good looks at them; there were two individuals and we identified one as a female. The other 

was only identified as an adult. 

 

Today we had our second nocturnal outing to look for the Stump-tailed Porcupine, a species we reported last 

year for the first time. Tonight, we had little luck with this search. Yet the night was clear, and we enjoyed a 

twinkling sky with a full moon, framed by the sharp peaks of the mountains. 

Day 6 Thursday 12th January 

Cayambe – Coca National Park 

During today’s morning session, we continued looking for our two main targets in the highlands: Spectacled 

Bear and Mountain Tapir. We started scanning the valleys above Termas de Papallacta. We were heading towards 
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the north, where the Cayambe volcano dominates the landscape, whenever there are no clouds. The grassland 

combines with shrubbery and every now and again few trees: Polylepis, Oreopanax and Gynoxis, dare to 

confront the cold winds. The combined colours of the shadows in the vegetation shaded in tones of green, the 

bark and the lichens, created shapes that many times lured Patricio and I to think that we had seen a bear. On 

many occasions we stopped the bus just to confirm the bulky dark shape was only vegetation, a log or a bear-like 

rock. 

 

Regularly, as we scanned the horizon, the rolling clouds created a permanently changing landscape. Hills came 

into sight and, when the valley disappeared, the summits looked like islands in an ocean of mist. All of the 

sudden the wind blew. Then we found ourselves within a huge valley that was as flat as it can possibly be, 

sheltered by these mountains, giving the impression of infinity because it was only surrounded by clouds. 

 

One of the remarkable birds we saw while we were scanning for our targets was Red-rumped Bush Tyrant. We 

saw a pair of them perched on wires along the road to Oyacachi. This species is restricted to habitats of high 

altitude, between 2900 and 4300 metres above sea level. Hence, populations inhabit localities in the highlands of 

the Andes within the territories of Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia. Beyond its localized distribution and habitat, it is a 

colourful and picturesque bird. 

 

Right after our meal, we explored the road up the hill to the nearby lakes. Along the road we made two stops. At 

our second stop we were first looking for bear when, suddenly, Jo and I spotted in the distance a mule-like 

silhouette. We got binoculars onto it and I knew it was our Mountain Tapir. What an exciting moment! This 

species is never easy to find. Only seven out of 10 times the Tapir shows itself clearly. This was one of those 

times. The individual was a female known as Pancha by the Andean Bear Foundation and she was probably 

pregnant at the time. (All this we learnt that night, when I was able to contact Armando who confirmed the 

identity of this individual. We knew he had to have information of the Tapir because it was radio-tagged.) 

  

The excitement of the find encouraged us to keep looking for more. We searched the hillsides of the lakes, but 

with no luck. However, we saw Yellow-billed Pintail and Andean (Ruddy) Duck at the lake, along with Andean 

Coot, a South American bird speciality. 

 

After dinner, over the table we shared our excitement about our Tapir. Having so much luck created more 

expectation about finding Spectacled Bear. Comments about the bear bum were hilarious but implied that we 

had to hope for the best during the last full day we had in the highlands: tomorrow. 

 

Some of our group members: Astrid, Jo and Mikel gave the Porcupine search a try for the last time. A few 

minutes later they came with a picture. What a great day this was, and we closed it with a Stump-tailed Porcupine 

night. 

Day 7 Friday 13th January 

Cayambe – Coca National Park 

With the expectation of the new day, we drove again up the road, to the Cayambe – Coca National Park. We 

hoped for the best. Animals such as the bear or the tapir are unpredictable. One can scan very attentively the 

open grasslands dotted with trees and bushes while a bear or a tapir is hunched just behind a bush or a rock and 



Ecuador's Mammals Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     February 18 7 
 

out of sight. Again, we enjoyed the views along the way. We stopped at a view point from where we had seen 

bears and tapirs before, but detailed scanning produced no results.  

 

We moved higher along the road to the area where, yesterday, we saw the tapir. No sign of either of the 

mammals. Yet we had interesting birds on the way there: Cinereous Conebill, Pale-naped Brush Finch, and Great 

Sapphirewing. As we approached the pass, heading north, we saw only a female White-tailed Deer. After a stop 

there to scan for a moment, we continued north. 

 

We went further along the Oyacachi Road. Oyacachi is an indigenous population hidden in the highlands of the 

North-eastern Andes, just North-east from Cayambe Volcano. Following this road, we arrived in the valley 

where we saw the pair of Red-rumped Bush Tyrants. There we saw them again, but, we did not find either bear 

or tapir.  

 

As we drove along, back to the pass, trails with tracks of bear were visible on the banks of the road. This time we 

showed the clients how the tracks of the claws were evident in the mud.  

 

Coming from Oyacachi, we stopped to have our picnic lunch. The quiet ambiance, the fresh wind and the 

mountains surrounding this place was inviting, and a picnic in the mountains was a time off from being in the 

van. It was at a fantastic place with a breathtaking view. Our group members had the chance to find their own 

private spot for them to enjoy the surroundings while having lunch. 

 

Our driving had emptied the tank of our minibus to the point that it was reasonable to go fill it up. So, we 

decided to go visit the fuel station in Pifo, the closest to Papallacta. As we had to go by the Papallacta Pass, we 

decided to look one more time for the bear some of us briefly saw couple of days before. We returned to the 

spot where it vanished. While the group scanned the surroundings Patricio and I went in the bush, looking for a 

carcass of a deer Patricio found when we first searched for the bear tracks in the area. Patricio suggested could 

be a prey of the bear. The carcass was bleeding when Patricio first saw it; now the carcass had been displaced 

from its previous position and the intestines removed from the body cavity. I took some pictures to document 

the find before leaving for the fuel station. 

 

I have to admit, I was feeling puzzled trying to find a strategy to find a bear. We had searched at every site where 

we had seen the bears before. Of course, we did not try walking through bear trails which require rubber boots 

and much more physical effort. We searched a bit more along the old Papallacta road, just not to leave a place 

without scanning. 

 

It was past mid-afternoon, and we decided to go straight to the fuel station so we could scan the mountains again 

on our way back to the lodge. 

 

All the group knew by now to be on the look out for any possible dark shapes or moving animals on the hillsides 

visible from the road. Even our driver was scanning from his angle; so, he was going a bit slower, just below the 

usual 80 kilometres per hour. Suddenly from the corner of my eye a moving shadow caught my attention. I 

turned my head and shouted “Stop!!! Bear!!!”. Patricio looked around but did not react. He did not know where I 

saw the bear or whether I was wrong, and it was a false alarm. Our driver put the hazard lights on and slowly 

stopped the vehicle within the shortest possible distance from my call. I ran to get the scope. Carefully we 
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crossed the road, which fortunately was not busy at that moment. As we did it, I started to whisper directions. 

One by one the clients spotted a large bear moving in the grass. Appearing and disappearing, the dark shape 

eventually settled to let us have a full view of the face which is the desirable mark for this animal. I felt relieved. 

 

The Spectacled Bear sighting happened at the very verge of the chances of seeing the bear. Our activity, stopping 

along the road and standing on the side of the bicycle lane protected from the traffic by our minibus, brought the 

attention of the local police patrol. Officers were more curious than concerned about us. When the car stopped, 

clients joked that they would comment to Andy that “the eagle-eyed Gustavo saw the bear, ran back up a hill at 

high altitude across a very dangerous highway, and we were very close to being arrested by the police!” 

 

The police arrived to follow the normal procedures to see what we were doing. We all felt so excited that even 

the police got into photographing the bear through our scope. We all enjoyed the bear for a good half hour or 

more. Our driver had the chance to leave to get the fuel and return. “This would be a very good example for 

British police to follow: being friendly with the local birders”, clients said. 

 

The bear was calmly eating Puyas, a form of Andean Bromeliad that offers it some sugars, fibre and maybe some 

insects. We have to admit that the bear was not within close range. Yet, it was close enough for trying to take 

pictures through the scope. Everybody got a sample of the bear in different situations and good views through 

the scope. 

 

Needless to say, that the spirits of the group were high at dinner. Conversation was relaxed, and plans were 

mostly to go sleep and prepare ourselves for the next morning adventure: a search for Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe 

and maybe another bear! Greedy huh!? 

Day 8 Saturday 14th January 

Cayambe – Coca National Park; Guango Lodge; transfer to San Isidro 

Topping the previous days, from now on, became a very difficult task. We had seen so far three of our target 

mammals plus several endangered bird species including Andean Condor. 

 

Today, the sky was clearer than the previous days. Our plan then was to go to the highest point of our trip: the 

Antennas Hill. At that hill, on a clear day, one can see five volcanoes, three of them snow-capped. This spot also 

offers the right habitat for a bird which belongs to a disjunct population restricted to Ecuador: Rufous-bellied 

Seedsnipe. The rest of the population inhabits the high Andes from Central Perú to Southern Chile. This was 

our target today. Yet the mountain offered us a surprise.  

 

As we arrived at the hillside to look for the Seedsnipe, we felt we were watched. What we discovered as we 

turned was a Culpeo watching us. Then another one came behind some rocks. Everybody saw them. They were 

still far up the hill, but we were able to get some pictures. 

 

We walked on as the foxes vanished behind the hill. We allowed them to leave as they saw us walking away from 

them. We walked along the trail that surrounds the hill from the south a few metres further. That trail takes us 

through the area were the Seedsnipes regularly show. In fact, the Culpeos were on one of the spots were the 

birds have been seen in the past.  
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We walked a few metres more and, on the left, a bird head showed poking from the horizon. It was one 

Seedsnipe. The group was able to see the birds well and even take pictures of them from a safe distance for the 

birds. A second individual showed next to the first one. Normally these birds move in pairs or flocks of half a 

dozen to a dozen individuals. I suspect that the Culpeos could have been there expecting to hunt the birds, and 

we might have come just in time to save them. 

 

Some went down to the minibus, while some others with me went exploring the hill for a little longer. Some 

alpines like Castilleja sp. and Gentianella sp. were in flower and worth photographing. The sky cleared, so the 

view improved. Light made shapes and colours brighter. After a few minutes walking slowly at about 4300 

metres, we walked downhill.  

 

On our way down, again a head popped up from behind a rock on the hillside. This time it was coming from our 

left: a Culpeo was relaxing on the rocks, just enjoying the warmth of the ground. Another set of pictures were 

taken of the fox. Meanwhile, another group of tourists who arrived just after us were photographing the 

Seedsnipes, which had barely moved downhill. 

 

When we returned to the vehicle and rejoined the others, we learnt that an adult Andean Condor had flown by at 

eye level, within range for pictures. We agreed that we were again very lucky with the weather and with the 

wildlife we were finding. As we drove down the hill, one of the new birds we saw was Paramo Ground Tyrant. 

 

The trip up to the mountain offered so many remarkable views that one of the memorable experiences was the 

thrill of the drive and the views. Mountains such as these are unique to the Andes. 

 

We drove slowly down, still looking for bear and tapir. We had no luck seeing any. Yet we had one stop looking 

for Grass Wren, one of the birds we always heard during our searches, but we never had the chance to see well 

as a group. As we stopped a Tawny Antpitta allowed a long and good view. 

 

Back in Termas, we had time to pack and to get our luggage ready before having lunch. We then left right after a 

warm meal. 

 

Next in line were the Torrent Ducks. The Papallacta River joins the Guango River and form the head of the 

Quijos river. All along the Quijos river, the most unusual kind of duck in South America controls territories: one 

that surfs the white waters of mountain rivers. Just before our next stop, the Guango Reserve, we stopped at a 

bridge to overlook white waters where we could find the ducks. Again, after arriving to the bridge, we found a 

pair of male ducks accompanying a female. They were distracted by each other coming down the water, so we 

were able to see them quite well. 

 

Our last stop along the way today was at the hummingbird feeders in Guango Lodge. There we met a particular 

array of hummingbirds. The most remarkable of them were Sword-billed Hummingbird, Tourmaline Sunangel 

and a female Gorgeted Woodstar. The Long-tailed Sylph was lovely at the feeders. There weren’t as many 

hummingbirds as in Alambi, but these were easy to photograph, maybe because we had got more practised. “As 

in a normal birding lodge, the hummingbirds were well behaved” one of our group members commented. 
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We arrived at San Isidro Lodge just before dark. We were allocated our rooms in the different cabins and 

planned to meet at dinner for our checklist and a chat.  

 

Right after the meal we scanned for the San Isidro “Mystery” Owl (a regularly seen owl which can’t be identified 

to species level), without much luck.  

Day 9 Sunday 15th January 

Full day in San Isidro 

Today in San Isidro, we started the day birding the gardens and viewpoints of the lodge. The paths between the 

cabins and the dining room are just full of birds early in the morning. One of the most colorful birds we saw was 

Inca Jay. Two interesting species we saw were Pale-edged Flycatcher and Black-billed Peppershrike. Breakfast 

brought us to the dining hall where we had to first meet our local guide. We also had a meeting with White-

bellied Antpitta, which came to the playback and we all had good views of it. 

 

During breakfast we agreed that staying on the deck could give us a good chance of seeing Mountain Tapir if we 

were lucky, coming to the artificial salt-lick station. We all moved out to the deck expecting a more frequent 

mammal: Black Agouti, a regular visitor to the corn-meal feeders, and hoping for the best with the Tapir. About 

an hour later, one of the staff members warned us that the Tapir was there. Believe it or not, this was our second 

Mountain Tapir of the tour! This was a first time we had more than only tracks at San Isidro during one of our 

tours. It was also the first time we had seen this species at two different altitudes. 

 

From the dining hall’s deck, for the rest of the morning we enjoyed the view, coffee and tea, as we were 

expecting more: a second Tapir or a Black Agouti. Hummingbird feeders hang off the handrail at the deck. So, 

five species are regular visitors at this spot, including Bronzy Inca, Fawn-breasted Brilliant and Speckled 

Hummingbird. There was a chance to enjoy photographing these birds plus others that came to the trees in front 

of us. Colourful Inca Jays came close enough for our group members to get good pictures, and Pale-edged 

Flycatcher came close at eye level as well. Some went exploring the self-guided trail, while others stayed 

monitoring the feeders. This time we did not see the agouti. Before lunch we also tried the other set of nectar 

feeders. One of the bright-coloured birds there was Long-tailed sylph. 

 

After lunch we decided to go walking along the Las Caucheras road to search for birds and to enjoy a relaxed 

stroll in a lush natural setting. As we walked, we made couple of stops to check for birds. Some of the interesting 

sightings we made included Pearled Treerunner, Rufous-crowned Tody-Tyrant and Rufous-breasted Flycatcher. 

 

When we finished dinner and closed the checklist for the day, we went to chase the San Isidro Mystery owl 

again. This time we succeeded: one individual allowed even some pictures. Of course, management of the lodge 

requests that we do not use flash, but only flashlights. So, pictures were tricky. We separated, and I returned to 

the parking lot to try to see and photograph the owl myself. Other group of visitors had also been owling. They 

had seen the San Isidro owl. However, as I came to see what they were aiming at, I realized they were watching a 

Rufous-banded Owl. All the people were already in their rooms and the bird flew away just as I was walking to 

bring the group back out. Besides, we all knew we had an earlier wake up and a long drive the next morning. 

Everybody was focused on resting well. 
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Day 10 Monday 16th January 

Transfer day to Napo Wildlife Centre 

This morning we planned to leave by 6am. We had ahead of us a 3½-hour drive from Cosanga to Francisco de 

Orellana. Our meeting hour was, as usual, 10am; we had enough time to get there and even have pit stops or an 

extra sighting or two along our way. 

 

We drove to our first stop of the journey: a ravine where we looked for Cliff Flycatcher. We scanned for a few 

minutes until one bird flew off the cliff and perched in the open. The perch was a bit far away but we all saw the 

bird well enough to see its colours and shape. Then, we skipped the chance to see White-tailed Hillstar, there was 

no need for a pit stop which could have justified the time taken for the bird. 

 

After a drive without problems we arrived to one of the Public Docks in Francisco de Orellana, also known by 

the nickname of Coca. Its nickname refers to the nearby river, which joins the Napo River right at the location 

where the city was founded. Along the drive several species were easily spotted: Yellow-rumped Cacique, Black 

Caracara, and even White-throated Toucan. All were fly-bys and that, for most of the group, did not count. One 

highlight among those was Long-tailed Tyrant, seen by only a few in the group. 

 

In Coca we spotted some birds from our waiting area: Grey-breasted Martin, White-banded Swallow and Great 

Kiskadee. We relaxed watching the activity of the river and some common birds fishing on the shores: Great and 

Cattle Egrets, as well as Smooth-billed Anis. There were times when some Many-banded Aracaris perched on the 

Cecropia trees located on the opposite shore to town, in front of the Public dock. 

 

Napo Wildlife Centre (NWC) staff came to give the introductory talk to the groups arriving at the lodge. Then 

we did the check-in formalities and our luggage was taken, to be delivered directly to our rooms. For the rest of 

the ride, we only carried our basic personal belongings with us, plus our camera and binoculars. The canoe ride 

gave us a perspective on the dynamics of the shores of the Napo River. We could see commerce developing at 

key ports close to Coca. One example of those is Pompeya, the access point to the oil-fields exploited by Repsol. 

Human presence progressively disappears, and the exposed oil-fields give space to pastureland, recovering 

clearings and fields of Cecropia trees. Cecropias are in fact a positive sign of natural dynamics taking place on the 

riversides. In a secondary forest, they offer birds a source of material and space for nesting. Ringed Kingfishers, 

Russet-backed Oropendolas and Yellow-rumped Caciques flew by as we navigated down the river. Laughing 

Falcons, perched on mid-altitude branches, flew as we rushed by them. 

 

The boat journey is in itself an adventure: exploring the real life of the most important waterway of the 

Ecuadorian North-eastern Amazon. It always amazes me that we have extremely comfortable chairs, better than 

the ones in an airplane; yet, we are inside a regular-looking motor canoe with a simple plastic roof-top. This 

contrast adds to the enjoyment of the experience. People feel so relaxed –besides the normal exhaustion of a 

long trip- that they doze off every now and again. 

 

When we arrived at Añangu Creek, we are asked to disembark at the Bodegas station: water and restrooms are 

available there. After refilling water bottles, we entered our paddling canoes to explore the creek up stream to the 

Añangu Lake. The first birds seen at the transfer point were Speckled Chachalacas and Violaceous Jays. The 

paddling offered several interesting species, this time in the area outside the influence of the lake waters: White-
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fronted Nunbird, Great Potoo, Undulated Tinamou (heard only), Cobalt-winged Parakeets, Mealy Amazons, 

White-throated Toucans and Greater Yellow-headed Vultures. 

 

Entering the area where water-lilies grow, we started to see egrets, herons and kingfishers. Most important of all, 

we saw a Zigzag Heron nest with an adult in it. We knew it was an active nest, so we had to stop. Other herons 

seen along our ride were Rufescent Tiger Heron, Cocoi Heron and Boat-billed Heron. Ahead of us, we always 

had Green-and-rufous, Amazon and Ringed Kingfishers. One remarkable non-birding find of the paddling was a 

young Anaconda.  

 

Before entering the lake, we saw one unexpected bird, a hummingbird at eye-level: White-bearded Hermit. 

Hoatzins, Limpkins, Greater Anis, Black-capped Donacobius and Neotropical Palm Swifts were the hosts of the 

last hundred metres of paddling before entering the lake. At the lake, White-winged and Southern Rough-winged 

Swallows framed the profile of the lodge in the distance. 

 

Mammals seen during the ride included a band of “Golden-shinned” macrodon subspecies of Squirrel Monkeys 

and in a separate spot, Venezuelan Howler Monkeys. White-fronted Capuchins were heard along with the band 

of Squirrel Monkeys. 

 

At the lodge, a cold towel, refreshments and our introductory talk were the closing of an exciting day. As the sun 

was setting, clients enjoyed the view of the lake from their cabins. 

Day 11 Tuesday 17th January 

Full day Napo Wildlife Centre 

Today our plan was to start our visit of the forest from the top of the Metal Tower and the surrounding trails. 

Besides the colorful tanagers and woodpeckers we saw at eye level, up that high, we enjoyed the view of 

manakins at their territories. Among the birds we saw from the tower we had a few highlights like Crane and 

Black-faced Hawks, Red-bellied, Scarlet and Blue-and-yellow Macaws, Black-headed Parrot, Ringed 

Woodpecker, Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher, and Crested and Green Oropendolas. When we came to the 

ground and started wandering back to the lodge, we looked for those remarkable feathered pompons that jump 

frantically from branch to branch below the canopy: the manakins. We saw Golden-headed, Blue-crowned and 

Wire-tailed Manakins and the drab Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin. 

 

As we crossed the lake paddling back to the lodge, we had second chances to see the lake birds from yesterday 

plus new ones. We spotted Osprey, Slender-billed kite, Greater Anis, Grey-breasted Martin and Limpkin, among 

others. Part of this exploration looking for water birds we did along the new Creek access to the metal tower and 

following the Cari Añangu River.  

 

A big surprise when we arrived at the lodge was a band of Golden-mantled Tamarins hanging around the trees 

next to the dining room. Some people were able to photograph them from the ground level; some others tried 

from the second and third floors of the wooden tower above the dining hall. 
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Today, during daytime the understorey and the water were the places to be. The sky was blue with almost no 

sign of clouds. In the distance, from the tower we were able to perceive little haze. Yet, today was really sunny 

and temperature was for sure above 100°F. Going back to the lodge to rehydrate and shower was just perfect. 

In the afternoon, the breeze created by the canoe helped to make us feel fresher. At about 3.30, the heat was 

easier to handle, and we went paddling again. We explored the Añangu Lake and the artificial channel, plus we 

decided to try an extension to the entrance of the Añangu river. There, we went just before dark and we spotted 

the Spix’s Night Monkeys coming from inside a tree cavity. Today’s mammals included also Common Squirrel 

Monkeys, Venezuelan Red Howler Monkeys and Long-nosed Bats. 

 

We returned home in time for dinner, swiftly finished our colourful checklist and went straight to bed. The next 

morning, we had planned a very early wake up, and breakfast and lunch away from home. 

Day 12 Wednesday 18th January 

Full day Napo Wildlife Centre 

Today we paddled in the dark, from the lodge to the Bodegas transfer point. Our goal was to arrive to the 

riverside of the Napo River around 6.30am for us to spot the Amazonian Umbrellabirds at their morning lek. 

The Añangu river is always mysterious in the dark. There are so many sounds of frogs, insects, birds and 

whatever else moves around in this heart-beating mega-organism: the Tropical Forest. We of course spotted 

caimans as we crossed the lake and when we passed the first 600 metres of the Añangu river. Their bright eyes in 

the dark were glowing as the flashlight beam landed on their heads. There were both Black and Spectacled 

Caimans, of different sizes and at different distances from us. When we finally arrived at Bodegas, we had already 

seen one of the interesting birds of the day, Black-banded Owl.  

 

We quickly made a pit stop, changed to our motor canoe and went straight to the Umbrellabird lek. We had to 

change to rubber boots in order to handle the wet sand of the banks from where one can look for the birds. We 

spotted seven of them. Not everybody saw them all but we all saw some of them through the scope. We used the 

chance of being in the area to look for some river-island birds: Grey-breasted Crake, Olive-spotted 

Hummingbird and Fuscous Flycatcher. Besides we also saw some birds from the river beaches: Roseate 

Spoonbill, Greater Yellowlegs and Spotted Sandpiper. 

 

Our next stop was at the Napo River clay lick. The area is not far away from the sand islands. We used the 

navigation to have breakfast now that we had the birding pressure a bit off our shoulders. While at the lick, we 

shared the stream with some other boats coming from lodges in the area. As this is a public spot we took turns. 

We enjoyed the view of Mealy, Orange-winged and Blue-headed Amazons. 

 

We turned our bow to the Añangu river. We arrived there to disembark and take the trail to the second clay lick, 

the one managed by the Añangu Community. Arriving there required a short walk through a mix between terra 

firma and Varzea forest (whitewater non-permanently flooded forest). At the clay lick we sat quietly to wait for 

the birds to drop in the muddy pool in front of us. 

 

We sat and waited from shortly after 9am until after midday. During that time, we had various species coming 

down. First, we had Speckled Chachalaca, two of them coming together. When they left, in a very cautious way, 

first one and eventually a second individual of Scarlet Macaw approached the ground. During our wait we were 
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lucky to have Scarlet macaw coming again to the mud to lick it. All around we had also Cobalt-winged Parakeets 

tempted to land in the muddy pond. 

 

After 1.30pm we arrived at the Añangu Community where the Yasuni Lodge has its facilities. They offered us 

lunch at the lodge’s dining hall. There the staff treated us with local flavors of manioc, local fish and plantain. 

Our drink was a local plant called Guayusa (Ilex guayusa), from the same family than Argentinian/Uruguayan 

Mate (Ilex paraguayensis). Our group had a great time with the meal, and there were very few leftovers! 

 

After the meal we went to look for the Metal Tower of the community. We birded first the soccer field and 

gardens of the community. Then we progressed to the tower through flooded blackwater forest, mostly 

dominated by Mauritia flexuosa (Morete Palm), which creates a unique habitat. Certain bird species are adapted 

to it so well that it forms their prime habitat. There we saw Moriche Oriole, Point-tailed Palmcreeper, and 

Neotropical Palm Swifts. Other colourful specialities we saw were Orange-headed, Opal-crowned and Opal-

rumped Tanagers, Rufous-bellied and Orange-bellied Euphonias, Yellow-bellied Dacnis and Purple 

Honeycreeper. The weather was extremely sunny in the afternoon with only a spot or two with clouds. 

 

As we arrived back at the lodge, around sunset, we had already collected some interesting water-associated birds 

such as American Pygmy Kingfisher, Capped Heron, Rufous-breasted Hermit and Amazonian Streaked 

Antwren, besides the ones seen in previous days. 

 

After a long day we needed a shower before dinner. As soon as we finished the checklist we went to our rooms. 

After our very early morning and the long day, Jorge, our local guide, and I planned a relaxed day for tomorrow. 

Our first destination would be the wooden tower at the lodge, which only requires a regular 6am call. Then the 

afternoon would be our last chance to look for Giant Otters. Nobody, no other group or guide, had seen them 

during our previous days at the lodge. All the groups wanted to find them and tomorrow had to be the day for 

that goal.  

Day 13 Thursday 19th January 

Full day Napo Wildlife Centre 

Though today would deserve a detailed description about the excitement of each of the encounters we had, it is 

better to keep it simple and just say that any traveller might only very rarely have a Harpy Eagle and a family of 

Giant Otters in the same day without having to travel a long distance between both finds. 

 

From the wooden tower at the lodge we scanned the horizon and found birds seen already from other elevated 

viewpoints: the three species of macaws (Red-bellied, Red-and-green, and Blue-and-yellow), two species of 

Toucans (Channel-billed and White-throated), Many-banded Aracari and Gilded Barbet, among others. It was 

only when it was mid-morning that Jorge spotted the bird in the distance and cautiously called me to confirm the 

find. Before claiming any name, we both double-checked field marks, the crest and the body pigmentation: it was 

a juvenile Harpy Eagle, far in the distance but recognizable as such in the scope. Refreshments arrived right on 

time; we celebrated our best find with freshly made guava juice and crackers. 

 

After lunch we were still hoping to see the Giant Otters. We knew the family, whose territory is the lake, had to 

be somewhere. We had scanned the channel, the creek and the river. Our only other option was to go in again in 
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the one place that is not scanned regularly. Jorge’s preference was to go a bit deeper along Cari Añangu creek 

than in our previous attempt.  

 

As we were scanning the creek for otters we spotted Plumbeous Antbird, Rufous-tailed Flatbill and Cinnamon 

Attila. Silently paddling in the forest allowed us to listen for birds and to listen for otters. As we were finishing 

one of the few straight sections of the stream, one head after another appeared, and the whole family of otters 

came on sight! It was a group of five in total. They were catching fish and fighting over it. We met the group at a 

spot where the stream was so narrow that eventually the otters caused a canoe traffic-jam. Moving about was 

tricky: the mammals were so close that we did not want to scare them, as we moved our canoes back and forth, 

so we could disentangle from the branches and allow other canoes to take our place.  

 

Monkeys were also present during the ride. We saw White-fronted Capuchins and Squirrel Monkeys on our way 

out, while Cocoi Heron and Black Caiman were showing as we were entering the lake. Again, a blue sky was the 

context for our paddling across the lake. After we disembarked, we shared the plan for the next morning. Ahead 

of us we had a very early morning in order to arrive at Coca about 10.30am. 

Day 14 Friday 20th January 

Out to Quito 

Today we paddled again in the dark. This time, we had a clear sky full of stars in a cool early morning. The Black 

Caimans were around as we left. We double-checked for the birds that could be around as we paddled 

downstream to the transfer point. Silvered and Plumbeous Antbirds were calling and moving about in the early 

morning. American Pygmy and Green-and-rufous Kingfishers were, as usual, flying ahead of the canoe. The river 

had plenty of water, so the paddling was smooth, and we reached a good speed. It gave us time to see again 

monkeys like Woolly Monkey, and to check again the nest of the Zigzag Heron. 

 

However, we would have to face one more adventure: a log was blocking the way out. Somehow the water was 

not high enough for our canoe to overcome the obstacle and continue. Being the first ones in the queue of 

canoes leaving the area, plus having three paddlers - I was also paddling - we were the first to arrive at this point. 

As Jorge was planning our crossing, three more canoes lined up behind us. The clever solution required that 

people moved forward inside the canoe, past the point of the lock with the log. Then, the paddlers were able to 

move the canoe forward beyond the log. In the end we all returned back to our initial positions to continue the 

ride. The rest of the way was also relaxed but with the influence of some cloudy sky. We had first dark clouds 

and eventually drizzle that made us feel chillier than we felt with the cool breeze of the motor canoe ride. What 

eased the blues of the landscape was the morning snack that the staff had ready for us: a warm plantain fritter, 

fruit, and most importantly, a warm cup of coffee. 

 

The next steps went smoothly. First, at Coca airport we had to deal with the crowd of travellers and the small 

check-in area. Yet, all paperwork and procedures went without problems. Our flight to Quito was quiet and 

arrived on time in the International Airport. We all said goodbye at the airport, with most of the group going on 

to the International Departure Area. However, one couple –Chris and Christine, was leaving straight for Chile 

and off to Easter Island.  
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I have to admit that I did feel jealous, though I had been part of the group that saw in one single trip two 

Mountain Tapirs, a juvenile Harpy Eagle and a Spectacled Bear (plus the backside of another). What a trip! 

Day 15 Saturday 21st January 

Arrival in UK 

The flights from Quito, via Amsterdam to Manchester, or via Madrid to London Heathrow, arrived back in the 

UK, as another Naturetrek adventure came to an end. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Watching the Spectacled Bear with the Police 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Mammals (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only; M=Male; F=female) 

      January 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

1 Brown-throated (Three-toed) Sloth  Bradypus variegatus                   1     

2 Golden-mantled Tamarin  Saguinus tripartitus                   7     

3 White-fronted Capuchin (?) Cebus albifrons                 H     30 

4 Common Squirrel Monkey  Saimiri sciureus macrodon                 30 M   10 

5 Spix's Night Monkey  Aotus vociferans                   2     

6 Venezuelan Red Howler Alouatta seniculus                 2M+,2 6 8 10 

7 Red-tailed Squirrel  Sciurus granatensis 3 1 4         3         

8 Tapeti (Forest Rabbit) Sylvilagus brasiliensis     2 1 3 2 5           

9 Culpeo (Paramo Fox) Lycalopex culpaeus     1       2           

10 Spectacled Bear  Tremarctos ornatus       1   1             

11 Giant Otter Pteronura brasiliensis                       5 

12 Tayra Eira barbara     2                   

13 Mountain Tapir  Tapirus pinchaque         1F     1F         

14 Olinguito Bassaricyon neblina   1                     

15 White-tailed Deer Odocoilus virginianus ustus       1M 1F 1F 1F           

16 Stump-tailed Porcupine Coendou rufescens         1               

17 Long-nosed Bat Rhynchonycteris naso                   20   10 

18 "Short-eared Opossum"   1                       

19 "Short-eared squirrel"     1                     

20 Oppossum sp1     1                     

21 Greater Bulldog (Fisherman) Bat Noctilio leporinus                       1 

Birds                           

1 Undulated Tinamou Crypturellus undulatus                 H   H H 

2 Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus         2 2         1   

3 Anhinga Anhinga anhinga                   4 2 2 

4 Andean Teal Anas andium     2 6 10 6             

5 Blue-winged Teal   Spatula discors                     14   
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      January 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

6 Yellow-billed Pintail Anas georgica spinicauda         8 6             

7 Torrent Duck  Merganetta armata             2M1F           

8 Andean Duck Oxyura ferruginea         5 1             

9 Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi                 2 1 1 1 

10 Great Egret Ardea alba         1       1   1   

11 Snowy Egret Egretta thula                     2   

12 Striated Heron Butorides striatus                   2 1 2 

13 Agami Heron Agamia agami                     2 1 

14 Capped Heron Pilherodius pileatus                   1 1 1 

15 Western Cattle Egret Bulbulcus ibis                     1   

16 Boat-billed Heron Cochlearius cochlearius                 2     2 

17 Rufescent Tiger Heron Tigrisoma lineatum                 1     1A,1J 

18 Zigzag heron Zebrilus undulatus                 1nest   1M   

19 Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja                     2   

20 Andean Condor Vultur gryphus       1F,1A 1   1           

21 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus M M M           M M M 10 

22 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 2 1 1           4       

23 Greater Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes melambrotus                 1 3   1 

24 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus                   2   1 

25 Hook-billed Kite Chondrohierax uncinatus                     1   

26 Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus   3                 1 1 

27 Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis                 1     1J 

28 Slender-billed Kite Rostrhamus hamatus                   1     

29 Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus                   1 1   

30 Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens                   1     

31 Plain-breasted Hawk Accipiter ventralis               1         

32 Bicoloured Hawk Accipiter bicolor                     1   

33 Tiny Hawk Accipiter superciliosus                   1     

34 Black-faced Hawk Leucopternis melanops                   1     

35 Barred Hawk Leucopternis princeps     2                   

36 Roadside Hawk Buteo magnirostris 1 1 1                   

37 Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus   1 1                   
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      January 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

38 Variable (Puna) Hawk Buteo polyosoma       1 2 2 2           

39 Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus     1                   

40 Harpy Eagle Harpia harpyja                       1J 

41 Solitary Eagle Buteogallus solitarius       1                 

42 Black Caracara Daptrius ater                   1 2 2 

43 Red-throated Caracara Ibycter americanus                   3     

44 Yellow-headed Caracara Milvago chimachima                     2   

45 Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans                 G 2     

46 American Kestrel Falco sparverius 2F,1M                       

47 Speckled Chachalaca Ortalis guttata                 G H 2   

48 Andean Guan Penelope montagnii         1               

49 Blue-throated Piping Guan Pipile cumanensis                   1     

50 Wattled Guan Aburria aburri               H         

51 Sickle-winged Guan Chamaepetes goudotii   1                     

52 Marbled Wood Quail Odontophorus gujanensis                       H 

53 Dark-backed Wood Quail Odontophorus melanonotus   H                     

54 Grey-breasted Crake Laterallus exilis                     1   

55 Andean Coot Focha andina           1             

56 Limpkin Aramus guarauna                 1 1     

57 Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana                       1 

58 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca                     1   

59 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia                     4   

60 Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe Attagis gayi             2           

61 Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis                     1 1 

62 Pied Lapwing (Plover) Hoploxypterus cayanus                     1   

63 Andean Gull Larus serranus         2 5             

64 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral' M   M                   

65 Band-tailed Pigeon Columba fasciata   1     1               

66 Pale-vented Pigeon Columba cayennensis                 1 16 2 10 

67 Ruddy Pigeon Columba subvinacea                       H 

68 Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata M   M     6             

69 Scaly Ground Dove Columbina passerina M                       
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      January 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

70 Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti                     1   

71 Gray-fronted Dove Leptotila rufaxilla                 1       

72 Blue and Yellow Macaw Ara ararauna                   6   2 

73 Scarlet Macaw Ara macao                   2 3   

74 Red-and-green Macaw Ara chloropterus                       2 

75 Red-bellied Macaw Orthopsittaca manilata                   12   6 

76 Cobalt-winged Parakeet Brotogeris cyanoptera                 H 8 M M 

77 Black-headed Parrot Pionites melanocephala                   4     

78 Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus                     4   

79 White-capped Parrot Pionus seniloides               10         

80 Bronze-winged Parrot Pionus chalcopterus    H                     

81 Yellow-crowned Amazon Amazona ochrocephala                     10   

82 Orange-winged Amazon Amazona amazonica                   6 4   

83 Scaly-naped Amazon Amazona mercenaria               8         

84 Mealy Amazon Amazona farinosa                 1 12 M   

85 Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana   1 2             1     

86 Black-bellied Cuckoo Piaya melanogaster                       1 

87 Greater Ani Crotophaga major                 8 20   M 

88 Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani                 M 8 20 M 

89 Hoatzin Opisthocomus hoazin                 20 M M M 

90 Ferruginous Pygmy Owl Glaucidium brasilianum                       H 

91 Rufous-banded Owl   Ciccaba albitarsus               G         

92 Black-banded Owl Ciccaba huhula                     1   

93 San Isidro "Mystery" Owl Ciccaba spp.               1         

94 Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis                 1       

95 Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis                     1   

96 Ladder-tailed Nightjar Hydropsalis climacocerca                     1   

97 Lyre-tailed Nightjar Uropsalis lyra   1JM                     

98 White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris         2 1 1           

99 Chestnut-collared Swift Cypseloides rutilus         1               

100 Short-tailed Swift Chaetura brachyura                     2 2 

101 Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift Panyptila cayennensis                     3   
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102 Neotropical Palm-Swift Tachornis squamata                 1 6 M 10 

103 Rufous-breasted Hermit Glaucis hirsuta                   1 1 1 

104 White-whiskered Hermit Phaethornis yaruqui 1AM 1J                       

105 Tawny-bellied Hermit Phaethornis syrmatophorus 1AM             1         

106 White-bearded Hermit Phaethornis hispidus                 1       

107 White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora 8                       

108 Brown Violetear  Colibri delphinae 2                       

109 Green Violetear Colibri thalassinus               1         

110 Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans M         2   1         

111 Western Emerald Chlorostilbon melanorhynchus 3                       

112 Green-crowned Woodnymph Thalurania fannyi 5                       

113 Olive-spotted Hummingbird Leucippus chlorocercus                     1   

114 Andean Emerald Amazilia franciae 5                       

115 Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl 10 2                     

116 Bronzy Inca   Coeligena  coeligena               1         

117 Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys   3 3       2 2         

118 Purple-bibbed Whitetip Urosticte benjamini 3                       

119 Empress Brilliant Heliodoxa imperatrix   1M                     

120 Fawn-breasted Brilliant Heliodoxa rubinoides 1M,1F 1F         1 3M,1F         

121 Green-crowned Brilliant Heliodoxa jacula 4                       

122 Giant Hummingbird Patagona gigas 1F                       

123 Shining Sunbeam Aglaeactis cupripennis       2 3 12 6           

124 Great Sapphirewing Pterophanes cyanopterus           2M             

125 Brown Inca Coeligena wilsoni   1                     

126 Collared Inca Coeligena torquata   1M,1F 1F       1M 1M         

127 Sword-billed Hummingbird Ensifera ensifera         1 1             

128 Buff-tailed Coronet Boissonneaua flavescens M 12 12       4           

129 Chestnut-breasted Coronet   Boissonneaua matthewsii             2 3         

130 Velvet-purple Coronet Boissonneaua jardini   2                     

131 Gorgeted Sunangel Heliangelus strophianus 1M 1M 1M                   

132 Tourmaline Sunangel Heliangelus exortis             4M,1F,1JM           

133 Blue-mantled Thornbill   Chalcostigma  stanleyi         1               
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134 White-booted Racket-tail Ocreatus underwoodii 3 1M,2F 1M                   

135 Black-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia victoriae 1M         1M             

136 Viridian Metaltail Metallura williami           1             

137 Tyrian Metaltail Metallura tyrianthina         1 1             

138 Long-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus kingi             2M 2M,1F         

139 Violet-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus coelestis   2M,1F 1M                   

140 Purple-throated Woodstar Calliphox mitchellii 4                       

141 White-bellied Woodstar Acestrura mulsant             1M,1F           

142 Gorgeted Woodstar Chaetocercus heliodor             1F           

143 Golden-headed Quetzal Pharomachrus uriceps 3 H 1         H         

144 Black-tailed Trogon Trogon melanurus                   1     

145 Masked Trogon Trogon personatus   1M 1M                   

146 Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata                 2 2 6 4 

147 Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona                 1       

148 Green and Rufous Kingfisher Chloroceryle inda                 1   1F 1M 

149 American Pygmy Kingfisher Chloroceryle aenea                     2 1M 

150 White-chinned Jacamar Galbula tombacea                     H   

151 White-necked Puffbird Notharchus macrorhynchos                   1     

152 White-faced Nunbird Hapaloptila castanea     1                   

153 Black-fronted Nunbird Monasa nigrifrons                     1 1 

154 White-fronted Nunbird Monasa morphoeus                 H 1 1   

155 Scarlet-crowned Barbet Capito aurovirens                   1F     

156 Gilded Barbet Capito auratus                   1M   1M 

157 Red-headed Barbet Eubucco bourcierii 1M,1F 1M,1F                     

158 Toucan Barbet Semnornis rampastinus   4                     

159 Crimson-rumped Toucanet Aulacorhynchus haematopygus   1                     

160 Many-banded Aracari Pteroglossus pluricinctus                   5   10 

161 Ivory-billed Aracari Pteroglossus azara                   2     

162 Plate-billed Mountain Toucan Andigena laminirostris     2                   

163 Channel-billed Toucan Ramphastos vitellinus                   1 H 2 

164 White-throated Toucan Ramphastos tucanus                 3 2   1 

165 Grey-breasted Mountain Toucan Andigena hyopoglauca             2           
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166 Crimson-mantled Woodpecker Piculus rivolii               1M         

167 Golden-olive Woodpecker Piculus rubiginosus 1M                       

168 Chestnut Woodpecker Celeus elegans                       1 

169 Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus                   1M     

170 Yellow-tufted Woodpecker Melanerpes cruentatus                   6     

171 Little Woodpecker Veniliornis passerinus                     1F   

172 Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos                   1M     

173 Ringed woodpecker Celeus torquatus                   1M,1F     

174 Stout-billed Cinclodes Cinclodes excelsior       2 1 3 2           

175 Bar-winged Cinclodes Cinclodes fuscus         1 2 4           

176 Azara's Spinetail Synallaxis azarae     1         H         

177 White-bellied Spinetail Synallaxis propinqua                     1   

178 Red-faced Spinetail Cranioleuca erythrops     1                   

179 Parker´s Spinetail   Cranioleuca vulpecula                     1   

180 Many-striped Canastero Asthenes flammulata       1 3 H H           

181 Point-tailed Palmcreeper  Berlepschia rikeri                     2   

182 Pearled Treerunner Margarornis squamiger               1         

183 Plain Xenops Xenops minutus                   1     

184 Tyrannine Woodcreeper Dendrocincla tyrannina               1         

185 Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa                   1     

186 Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus               1   1     

187 Long-billed Woodcreeper Nasica longirostris                       H 

188 Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper Dendrexetastes rufigula                   1   H 

189 Amazonian Barred Woodcreeper Dendrocolaptes certhia                       H 

190 Striped Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus obsoletus                       1 

191 Buff-throated Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus guttatus                     1   

192 Lineated Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes albolineatus                   1     

193 Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lachrymiger   2 2         6         

194 Mouse-colored Antshirike   Thamnophilus  murinus                   H     

195 Dusky-throated Antshrike Thamnomanes ardesiacus                   1M     

196 Short-billed Antwren Myrmotherula obscura                       2 

197 Amazonian Streaked Antwren Myrmotherula multostriata                     1M   
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198 Long-tailed Antbird Drymophila caudata   2                     

199 Silvered Antbird Sclateria naevia                   1M     

200 Plumbeous Antbird Myrmeciza  hyperythra                       1M 

201 Black-spotted Bare-eye Phlegopsis nigromaculata                 H       

202 Dot-backed Antbird Hylophylax naevia                   1M     

203 Giant Antpitta  Grallaria gigantea   1                     

204 Moustached Antpitta Grallaria alleni   1                     

205 Scaled Antpitta Grallaria guatimalensis   H                     

206 Chestnut-crowned Antpitta Grallaria ruficapilla   1 H                   

207 Yellow-breasted Antpitta Grallaria flavotincta   2                     

208 White-bellied Antpitta Grallaria hypoleuca               1         

209 Tawny Antpitta Grallaria quitensis     H 1 2 1 1           

210 Ochre-breasted Antpitta Grallaricula flavirostris   1                     

211 Blackish Tapaculo Scytalopus latrans               2H         

212 Spillmann's Tapaculo Scytalopus spillmannii     H                   

213 Golden-faced Tyrannulet Zimmerius viridiflavus   G                     

214 Southern Beardless Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum                   1     

215 White-throated Tyrannulet Mecocerculus leucophrys       1                 

216 White-tailed Tyrannulet Mecocerculus poecilocercus     1         1         

217 Torrent Tyrannulet Serpophaga cinerea             2           

218 Lesser Wagtail-Tyrant Stigmatura napensis                     1   

219 Rufous-crowned Tody-Tyrant   Poecilotriccus  ruficeps               3         

220 Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum                   1M,1F     

221 Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomea     2         3         

222 Rufous-breasted Flycatcher   Leptopogon  rufipectus               1         

223 Flavescent Flycatcher Myiophobus flavicans     1                   

224 Blackish Pewee Contopus nigrescens               1         

225 Smoke-coloured Pewee Contopus fumigatus     1                   

226 Fuscous Flycatcher Cnemotriccus littoralis                     1   

227 Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans             2           

228 Vermillion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus 3M,2F                       

229 Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca fumicolor         1   1           
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230 Long-tailed Tyrant Colonia colonus                 1       

231 Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosa                     2   

232 Red-rumped Bush Tyrant Cnemarchus erythropygius         2 3             

233 Paramo Ground Tyrant Muscisaxicola alpina             1           

234 Cinnamon Attila Attila cinnamomeus                 H     1 

235 Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer   1                     

236 Pale-edged Flycatcher Myiarchus cephalotes               4         

237 Rufous-tailed Flatbill Ramphotrigon ruficauda                       1 

238 Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus                   6 2 4 

239 Lesser Kiskadee Pitangus lictor                 1 2 1 2 

240 Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarhynchus pitangua                     1   

241 Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis                 1 1   1 

242 Golden-crowned Flycatcher Myiodynastes chrysocephalus   3 1                   

243 Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophaius                   2 2   

244 Sulphury Flycatcher Tyrannopsis sulphurea                     2   

245 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus   2             M   4 3 

246 Black-tailed Tityra Tityra cayana                   1M     

247 Cliff Flycatcher Hirundinea ferruginea                 1       

248 Red-crested Cotinga Ampelion rubrocristatus       1 G G 2           

249 Spangled Cotinga Cotinga cayana                   1     

250 Bare-necked Fruitcrow Gymnoderus foetidus                       1 

251 Purple-throated Fruitcrow Querula purpurata                   1     

252 Amazonian Umbrellabird Cephalopterus ornatus                     7   

253 Andean Cock-of-the-rock Rupicola peruviana   8M,1F                     

254 Golden-headed Manakin Pipra erythrocephala                   1M     

255 Blue-crowned Manakin Pipra pipra                   1M     

256 Wire-tailed Manakin Pipra filicauda                   1M     

257 Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin Tyranneutes stolzmanni                   1   H 

258 Turquoise Jay Cyanolyca turcosa   3                     

259 Violaceous Jay Cyanocorax violaceus                 G 2     

260 Inca Jay Cyanocorax yncas             2 M         

261 Black-billed Peppershrike Cyclarhis nigrirostris               H         
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262 Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys   3                     

263 Andean Solitaire Myadestes ralloides   2 H         1         

264 Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus 2 1           2         

265 Great Thrush Turdus fuscater M   M M M M M           

266 Glossy-black Thrush Turdus serranus               1         

267 Black-billed Thrush Turdus ignobilis             1   3       

268 Lawrence's Thrush Turdus lawrecii                   H 1   

269 White-capped Dipper Cinclus leucocephalus 2                       

270 Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus 2                       

271 Grey-breasted Martin Progne chalybea                   4   2 

272 White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventer                 2 4 2 2 

273 Brown-bellied Swallow Notiochelidon murina       8 M 18 10 M         

274 Blue and White Swallow Notiochelidon cyanoleuca 4 1 6                   

275 White-banded Swallow Atticora fasciata                 6       

276 Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis     2           2       

277 Black-capped Donacobius Donacabius atricapillus                 6 8 12 6 

278 Thrush-like Wren Campylorhynchus turdinus                   2     

279 Grass Wren Cistothorus platensis       H 1 1 H           

280 Plain-tailed Wren Thryothorus euophrys H H H         2         

281 Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus                 3 1   1 

282 Mountain Wren Troglodytes solstitialis               1         

283 Grey-breasted Wood Wren Henicorhina leucophrys   3 1         H         

284 Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia     1         1         

285 Blackburnian Warbler Dendroica fusca     1M,3F         12         

286 Canada Warbler Wilsonia canadensis               1         

287 Slate-throated Whitestart Myioborus miniatus   1 1         2         

288 Spectacled Whitestart Myioborus melanocephalus     1 1   2             

289 Black-crested Warbler Basileuterus nigrocristatus           H             

290 Russet-crowned Warbler Basileuterus coronatus   2                     

291 Bananaquit Coereba flaveola 1   1                   

292 Golden-rumped Euphonia Eufonia cyanocephala   1M                     

293 Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster 1xM,F,J 1M                 1   
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294 Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris 1M,1F                       

295 Rufous-bellied Euphonia Euphonia rufiventris                     1M   

296 Cinereous Conebill Conirostrum cinereum 1         5 1           

297 Capped Conebill Conirostrum albifrons     1F                   

298 Masked Flowerpiercer Diglossa cyanea   1 1       1           

299 Black Flowerpiercer Diglossa humeralis 1     G 1 2 1           

300 White-sided Flowerpiercer Diglossa albilatera   1M,1F 1M                   

301 Bluish Flowerpiercer    Diglossopis  caerulescens               1         

302 Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus                   2 1M   

303 Black-faced Dacnis  Dacnis lineata                   1     

304 Yellow-bellied Dacnis Dacnis flaviventer                     1M   

305 Opal-rumped Tanager Tangara velia                     1   

306 Opal-crowned Tanager Tangara callophrys                     1 1 

307 Paradise Tanager Tangara chilensis                   2     

308 Golden Tanager Tangara arthus 2 2                     

309 Silvery-throated Tanager Tangara icterocephala 2 2                     

310 Saffron-crowned Tanager Tangara xanthocephala               4         

311 Flame-faced Tanager Tangara parzudakki   2                     

312 Golden-hooded Tanager Tangara larvata   1                     

313 Golden-naped Tanager Tangara rufivertex   4                     

314 Scrub Tanager Tangara vitriolina 2M,1F                       

315 Beryl-spangled Tanager Tangara nigroviridis   1           2         

316 Blue-and-black Tanager Tangara vassorii     G       2           

317 Black-capped Tanager Tangara heinei   2M                     

318 Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager Anisognathus igniventris             2           

319 Blue-winged Mountain Tanager Anisognathus somptuosus   M M         5         

320 Swallow Tanager Tersina viridis 1M                       

321 Blue-grey Tanager Thraupis episcopus M                   1 2 

322 Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum 2                 1   4 

323 Blue-capped Tanager Thraupis cyanocephala   1 1                   

324 Blue-and-yellow Tanager Thraupis bonariensis 2M, 2F                       

325 Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo                   1M     
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326 Masked Crimson Tanager Ramphocelus nigrogularis                   2   1 

327 Lemon-rumped Tanager Ramphocelus icteronotus 1M,2F                       

328 Summer Tanager Piranga rubra               2J         

329 White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus 1M, 1F, 1J                       

330 Orange-headed Tanager Thlypopsis sodida                     2   

331 Common Bush Tanager Chlorospingus ophthalmicus               1         

332 Magpie Tanager Cissopis leveriana                     1   

333 Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus 1                       

334 Black-winged Saltator Saltator atripennis 1                       

335 Red-capped Cardinal Paroaria gularis                   2 1 2 

336 Golden-bellied (S.Yellow) Grosbeak Pheucticus chrysogaster 1M,1F   1F                   

337 Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina                     2   

338 Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila nigricollis   1M                     

339 Chestnut-bellied Seedeater Sporophila castaneiventris                     1F   

340 Plain-colored Seedeater Catamenia inornata       G                 

341 Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola M 1                     

342 Plumbeous Sierra Finch Phrygilus unicolor       1M,6F 1M 1M MF,1M           

343 Ash-breasted Sierra Finch Phrygilus plebejus M                       

344 Band-tailed Sierra Finch Phrygilus alaudinus 1M,2J,3F                       

345 Pale-naped Brush Finch Atlapetes pallidinuchq         4 3             

346 White-winged Brush Finch Atlapetes leucopterus 1                       

347 Chestnut-crowned Brush Finch Buarremon brunneinucha   1 1                   

348 Yellow-browed Sparrow Ammodramus aurifrons                     2   

349 Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis M M M 8 M M M M         

350 Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis M                       

351 Giant Cowbird Scaphidura oryzivora                     2M,5F 2M 

352 Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus                   4     

353 Green Oropendola Psarocolius viridis                   4     

354 Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons             1 12   M M M 

355 Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus cela                   2 M M 

356 Subtropical Cacique Cacicus uropygialis             2 8         

357 Moriche Oriole Icterus chrysocephalus                     1   
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358 Orange-backed Troupial Icterus croconotus                     1   

359 Oriole Blackbird Gymnomystax mexicanus                     2   

360 Hooded Siskin Carduelis magellanica 1M   G                   

Plants (a selection of notable species)                         

1   Columnea sp.                         

2   Kohleria sp.                        

3   Heliconia sp.                         

4   Cecropia sp.                        

5   Cecropia cf andina                        

6   Bomarea multiflora                         

7   Fuchsia silvatica                        

8   Nassa aequatorialis                         

9   Monnina sp.                        

10   Cavendishia bracteata                        

11 .Clubmoss sp.(branching and large)                          

12   Selaginella sp.                        

13   Solanum quitoense                        

14   Cyrtochilum sp.                         

15   Epidendrum arachnoides                         

16   Epidendrum (green flower)                        

17   Tristerix sp. (orange)                        

18   Croton sp.                        

19   Abutilon sp.                        

20   Tillandsia recurvata                        

21                             

Reptiles, Amphibians & Insects                           

1 Black caiman Melanosuchus niger                   2   

2 Spectacled Caiman Caiman crocodilus                     3?   

3 Yellow-spotted River Turtle Podocnemis unifilis                   4     

4 Northern Caiman Lizard Dracena guainensis                       1 
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5 Black-skinned Parrot Snake Leptophis ahaetulla nigromarginatus                       1 

6 Unknown lizard (red dewlap)                     1     

7 Frog (yellow joints)                     1     

8 Tigerwing butterfly                     2     

9 Starry Night Cracker (butterfly) Hamadryas laodamia                   1F     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe, Cayambe – Coca National Park Tayra in Bellavista Lodge & Forest Reserve 


