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Tour leaders:   Dave Smith 
Alan Miller 

 
Participants:   Richard Adlam 
                                        Linda Harrison 

Nigel Maxwell 
Jane Maxwell 
Robert Davidson 
John Foulds 
Hilary Foulds 
John Grontenrath 
Heather Grontenrath 
Samuel Fryer 
Aase Christensen 
Hilary Rolton 
Ina Smith 
Dennis Sewell 

Day 1  Tuesday 22 April 

Arriving in the late morning to quite a bumpy landing, caused by strong blustery cross winds, we met up with the 
early arrivals from the Manchester flight.  Vehicle collection problems, attributed to the car hire company, caused 
our group to be split up at the airport.  One half of the group were delayed slightly by the vehicle problem and 
lunched in the airport, while the other made its way north across the island, to our base some 4 km southwest of 
Puerto Pollensa, where they lunched, after a smooth check in at the Pollentia Club Resort.  The second group 
arrived in time to allow the whole group to join up and spent the late afternoon, viewing the adjacent Albufereta 
Marsh from the hotel grounds and strolling to the nearby Torrent S’Albufereta.  It was an excellent way to 
acclimatize ourselves to Mallorcan birdlife and the warm and sunny weather.  Serin and Greenfinch were again 
common in the hotel grounds as were House Sparrow.  Iberian Water Frogs were calling loudly from the 
numerous ornamental ponds in the grounds, as they continued to do throughout our stay. Cettis Warbler and 
Nightingale were present in good numbers as were Stonechat, the Spanish race of the Yellow Wagtail and Fan-
tailed Warbler.  
 
In the distance, 3 Marsh Harriers quartered the marsh and we had our first sighting of Purple Heron. A strange 
shape on a distant post ultimately gave itself away as an Osprey.  
 
Moving along to the Torrent S’Alberfereta a number of Kentish and Little Ringed Plover were present, as was a 
lone Curlew Sandpiper, just coming into breeding plumage. Nearby we had good views of one of Europe’s rarest 
seabirds, the Audouins Gull.  
 
During the outing we also looked at flora growing on scrubby ground adjacent to the hotel tennis courts. Here 
Serapias were present in good numbers.  It was pleasing to note that attempts had been made to prevent 
vehicular access to this area thereby safeguarding the flora there. 
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The afternoon was a good start to our trip, and we were full of anticipation for the week to come. 

Day 2  Wednesday 23 April 

A pre breakfast gathering in the hide adjacent to our hotel brought good views of a fly-over Night Heron and an 
obvious migration passage of Swallows, further increasing our keenness for the day to come. After breakfast we 
made the short drive to Pueto Pollensa for our first full day in the field, and a steady walk up the Bocquer Valley 
to the sea.  With a drop in the wind and the sky sunny and clear the temperature rose quickly into the 20’s.  
 
While on the track up to the finca a number of Willow Warbler and Spotted Flycatcher were seen in the fig and 
olive groves.  Just beyond the finca, the western ridge provided views of a Griffon Vulture soaring majestically 
across the sky.   Surprisingly and disappointingly this was to be the only migrating bird of prey seen during our 
time in the Bocquer, although a couple of resident Kestrels kept us alert as their calls echoed along the valley.     
Our disappointment was short lived as at least 4 Blue Rock Thrush were heard and seen high up in the rocky 
hillside.  Cirl Bunting gave quite close views as did the rather common Sardinian Warbler. 
 
A search among the many rocky screes and boulders resulted in both Turkish and Moorish Gecko being found, 
enabling the identification features to be pointed out in the hand. 
 
Butterflies also put in an appearance with Small White and Small Heath particularly common.  Swallowtail, Holly 
Blue, Wall, Clouded Yellow and Painted Lady provided further excitement. 
 
Reaching the sea end of the valley a pair of Balearic Warbler, a target species of many of the tour participants, 
were located. Unlike last year they were rather elusive, but they did show occasionally as we ate our picnic lunch 
in this locality.    
 
Our return journey back down the valley was less fruitful, although continued scanning of the ridges brought 3 
Raven and a couple of Crag Martins.  Back at the finca the fluty calls of Bee-eaters could be heard, giving us early 
warning of a flock of these colourful gems approaching.  Two groups numbering 35 in total passed overhead, 
thrilling everyone present.  Not to be out done Hoopoe and Woodchat Shrike appeared in the nearby fig trees, a 
fitting end to our scenic walk. 
 
Returning to the hotel by mid-afternoon allowed us to continue our day at the Albufereta marsh.  Again the 
water levels were higher than expected reducing the sightings of Black Winged Stilt to just 5 individuals.  An 
Osprey performed well for us, catching a fish before flying to a nearby perch to devour it.  Purple Heron 
frustrated our photographers as did a couple of Woodchat Shrike that kept swapping trees. Northern Wheatear 
showed well on a small arable field adjacent to the path to the look-out mound, and Fan Tailed Warbler 
appeared to be everywhere. 
 
Many flowers seemed to be passed their best so it was pleasing to see several Mirror Orchids still in flower. 
Sightings of Swallowtail, Clouded Yellow and Small White butterflies and a Southern Hawker dragonfly 
concluded a good day.  
 
An Osprey viewed from the hotel balcony interrupted our pre evening meal preparations. 
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Many small bats appeared at dusk, hunting around the numerous trees set in the hotel grounds often venturing 
on to the edge of the marsh in search of insects.  The bats were not identified, but there appeared to be two 
slightly differing sizes.  The bats were seen every evening throughout the holiday. 

Day 3  Thursday 24 April 

A walk to the Torrent S’Albufereta before breakfast resulted in 3 Night Heron being located, one just meters 
away on the beach, fishing in oblivion to its admiring spectators.  We also saw four Grey Heron and one Purple 
Heron from this location and a group of 4 Common Sandpiper.  Our first Cuckoo of the trip was heard as we 
ambled back to the hotel.  
 
After breakfast we made a full day visit to the Parc Natural de S’Albufera de Mallorca, known to British 
birdwatchers as the Albufera Marsh.  
 
Entering the reserve at the English Bridge entrance we were shocked to find the usual Little and Cattle Egret 
colony at English Bridge abandoned, but this disappointment was overcome by the crescendo of noise coming 
from within the marsh as hundreds, if not thousands, of Iberian Water and Tree Frogs battled to make 
themselves heard.  A number of Cettis Warbler and Nightingale tried to compete but were no match for this 
spectacular choir. 
 
As we made our way to the reserve reception centre we stopped regularly to scan the canal, and were pleased to 
see Crested Coot just below the viewing jetty.  Further along a group of 15 Night Heron were roosting in the 
bushes on the canal side, and then we discovered the new egret colony at the far side of the canal.  Here both 
Cattle and Little Egret were busy preparing for nesting activities, allowing the group to observe their different 
plumage and behaviour characteristics. 
 
Marching down the path towards us, came a large group of local school children chanting and singing at the top 
of their voices as they approached in a rather military fashion. Fortunately they quietened before entering the 
main reserve areas, but it was obvious that the hides would be overflowing before we got there. 
 
As expected the CIM hide was too full to access, but we managed to view the area from the adjacent footpath. 
The ground in front of us held a Stone Curlew which did it’s best to hide from view, while the edges of the 
scrape provided cover for a handful of Purple Gallinule.  Disappointingly migrant waders were rather scarce with 
only a few Little Ringed and Kentish Plovers noted.  Fortunately the very elegant Black Winged Stilt was present 
in good numbers.   
 
Wildfowl were represented by Red Crested Pochard, Gadwall and Shoveler and a brood of Mallard ducklings 
were rather sweet.    
 
A pair of Whiskered Terns flew over as we made our way to the look-out point.  From here we could see a 
couple of Marsh Harriers quartering the huge reed beds and from our elevated position observed a pair of Great 
White Egret.  In the pond below us a Purple Gallinule gave impressive views before we were interrupted in the 
search for Great Reed Warbler.  Although it was quite vocal it only gave us brief views as it flew from one side 
of the pond to the other. Fortunately we managed to gain views of a more obliging individual later in the day. 
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Before venturing further we returned to the interpretation centre to picnic in the comfort of the shaded wooden 
picnic benches.   
 
Loose-flowered Orchids, past their best, and Bee Orchids were found nearby and the rising temperatures were 
attracting a number of butterflies.  Speckled Wood was quite common as were Swallowtail, one in particular 
giving group members a photograph opportunity. 
 
Dragonflies were also well represented with Norfolk Hawker, Broad Scarlet, Black-tailed Skimmer and Blue-
tailed Damselfly all being noted. 
 
After lunch we crossed the canal to the Bishop 1 hide where we arrived just as the school party emerged.  Here 
we had the usual close views of Black-winged Stilt and witnessed the courtship antics of a pair of Common 
Terns.  Just meters from the hide was a sleeping Common Snipe, camouflaged by its cryptic plumage.  It was 
very difficult to pick out until it stood up to stretch its legs, before resuming its slumber.  Further out was a 
group of dark shapes on a nearby island that obligingly stood up to reveal themselves as 19 Spotted Redshanks, 
almost all in full summer plumage.  A Marsh Harrier flew majestically by followed minutes later by an Osprey 
and a couple of Shelducks.  
 
A leisurely return to our vehicles resulted in Moustached Warbler being heard by everyone but only seen by a 
few, although a fly through of 20 or so Bee-eaters made up for the disappointment. 
 
With sunshine and temperatures of 24 deg C the excellent venue had again delighted our group. 

Day 4  Friday 25 April 

Today we took the scenic drive up to the Tramuntana Mountains to enjoy the sights and surrounds of the Cuber 
reservoir.  The weather was fine and settled, ideal you would think for raptor migration. 
 
Before arriving at our destination we were to experience one of the highlights of the trip.  Negotiating the 
winding road up towards Escora a cry of ‘Stop - bird of prey!’ came from within the van.  Fortunately we had 
just rounded a corner and could pull in to a small parking area. Everyone got out and was astounded to see 2 
Black Vulture, our target species for the day, just a few metres above our heads.  Further scrutiny of the sky 
produced a couple of Raven, a dark phased Booted Eagle, another Black Vulture and then a distant group of 
some 20 buzzard sized birds that spiralled up and out of view. Although too distant to see plumage details the 
jizz and flight pattern were characteristic of Honey Buzzard.  This pull-in will now be a scheduled stop on future 
trips. 
Arriving at Cuber we soon found 2 splendid Tawny Pipit and a number of Whinchat on scrubby ground adjacent 
to the main track leading down to the dam wall.  As usual, hundreds of Yellow-legged Gulls were on the 
reservoir and adjacent cliff.  Continued scanning of the mountain ridges brought dividends with another 2 Black 
Vultures, 4 Red Kite, a pale phased Booted Eagle and a lone Black Kite.  
 
Just before the dam Spectacled Warbler was noted and another pair of Tawny Pipits were seen. Blue Rock 
Thrush was heard calling high up on the hillside and was later spotted by an eagled-eyed observer. 
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Finally reaching the dam, a number of frogs could be heard in the outflow stream, and these were identified as 
Iberian Water Frog and Stripeless Tree Frog.   Spotted Flycatcher, Blackcap, Willow Warbler, Redstart, 
Nightingale and Cirl Bunting were present on the outflow slopes as was a splendid Subalpine Warbler, which 
gave itself up after a patient wait.  During this time a Turtle Dove flew by and some of the group were treated to 
brief views of an Egyptian Vulture.   Continuing along the track we reached the disused quarry where Loose-
flowered Orchid was in bloom, on the rock face, some 15 metres above our heads.  Of the butterflies seen to 
this point Clouded Yellow was particularly prevalent. 
 
Walking close to the reservoir edge the return journey allowed 5 Viperine Snakes and 3 Red Eared Terrapins to 
be observed in the shallows, all taking advantage of the glut of frogs and small fish present.   Butterflies in this 
area included 5 Adonis Blue, a Brimstone and a Small Copper while dragonflies were represented by a mating 
pair of Red-veined Darter. Many obtained good photographs of this sighting.  
  
Birds were not now as plentiful, with the temperature rising, although Firecrest gave exceptionally good views.  
A Red Kite and another Booted Eagle flew over the ridge whilst the gull colony was being counted. 
We ate our picnic in the shade of the pines, feeding large numbers of Chaffinch while listening to numerous 
Firecrests in the trees surrounding us.   
 
On our return to Pollensa, we stopped at Lluc monastery where some of the group wandered through the 
botanical gardens, while others explored the monastery buildings or relaxed in the coffee shop. Bird highlights in 
the gardens were Firecrest, Blackcap and Nightingale although some members of the group had splendid views 
of Black Vulture during a climb to the monastery cross.  
 
Again the weather and wildlife had been brilliant and everyone had enjoyed themselves. 
 
After our evening meal we had arranged to drive to Puerto Pollensa in search of Scops Owl.  This was delayed a 
few minutes when Dennis saw 2 Eleonora’s Falcons hunting the Albufereta Marsh as he left his room at dusk. 
Unfortunately our usual owl site drew a blank, although some of the group heard very distant calls when we later 
moved on to Postage Stamp Wood.   

Day 5  Saturday 26 April 

Bright sunshine welcomed us to a new day as we travelled directly to the Cap de Formentor in the hope of 
getting a parking space at the lighthouse and observing some seabird passage.  Although the sea was rather calm,  
we soon located a small number of Cory’s Shearwater and a couple of Balearic Shearwater gliding over the sea a 
few hundred feet below our vantage point.  Further scrutiny produced a raft of about 30 Cory’s feeding adjacent 
to a small fishing boat.  Directly below our vantage point at least 2 Dolphins were seen, although no positive 
identification to species was possible.  The nearby ridge provided a nice male Blue Rock Thrush before 3 Raven, 
2 Booted Eagle and a Marsh Harrier passed over. 
 
We drove back along the peninsular to Cases Velles in an attempt to find grounded migrants.  The fig plantation 
here contained a large flock of feeding Swallow which contained at least 3 Red-rumped Swallow as well as House 
and Sand Martin. Other migrants included Hoopoe, Redstart, Spotted Flycatcher and a pair of Pied Flycatcher. 
Resident species were well represented by Crossbill with a couple of pairs observed well in the scope.  
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Scanning the ridges again was productive, with a pair of Peregrine Falcon, 2 Booted Eagle, an Osprey and 
another 2 Raven. 
 
Butterflies here included Swallowtail, Holly Blue and Clouded Yellow. 
 
Moving off for our picnic lunch we again selected an area where we had a view of the ridge in an attempt to 
continue our raptor watching. It was quiet during lunch but as we were packing up 15 Raven flew over followed 
by 2 Booted Eagle and 4 Black Vulture.  
 
After lunch we headed back towards Puerto Pollensa calling at the Albercutx viewpoint where another Peregrine 
Falcon thrilled the observers.  Here we also had the usual close views of Crag Martin as it flew to and fro just 
below the top of the viewpoint wall and a Black Redstart as we started our decent into Puerto Pollensa. 
Returning to Puerto Pollensa, the group split up for the afternoon.  Some stayed in the town to take in the sights, 
some returned to the hotel to relax and the rest of us continued on to the Albufereta Marsh in the hope of more 
good birds.  
 
Birds were much the same as the previous visit although the 25 Bee-eater flying in to bathe and drink before 
perching in a fig tree was a bonus, as was a Yellow Wagtail of the Blue Headed race. 
Butterfly sightings included good views of Berger’s Clouded Yellow. 
 
After our evening meal many of the group congregated on Dennis’s balcony, in the hope of a repeat of the 
previous evenings Eleonora’s Falcon experience.  As if by magic, 2 birds appeared, swooping low and fast over 
the Marsh.  One very dark individual repeatedly perched on telegraph wires not too distant from us, giving 
excellent views in the scope.  During one sortie it returned holding a bat in its talon which it proceeded to 
devour.  The experience was short lived as the darkness drove us to our beds. 

Day 6  Sunday 27 April 

Our pre breakfast gathering again favoured the nearby hide, this time Peregrine Falcon and a male Red Footed 
Falcon providing the thrills.  Although perched on the wires for a long time the latter refused to show us 
anything but his back. 
 
After breakfast we made the journey south across the island to the working salt pans at Salinas de Levante. The 
weather was again sunny and warm, reaching a maximum temperature of 26 deg C.  
 
On route we heard and observed numerous species, particularly along the narrow roads that split the farmland 
area between Petra and Felinitx.   Corn Bunting, Swifts and Swallows seemed to be everywhere and our half-way 
stop produced good numbers of Thekla and Short-toed Larks.  A Booted Eagle and a pair of Raven also put in 
an appearance on this stage of the journey. 
 
At the Salinas the footpaths were much drier than last year, although the water levels again appeared high. 
Wading birds present included around 50 Black Winged Stilt, 50 Avocet, 10 Redshank, 1 Spotted Redshank, 30 
Kentish Plover, 3 Curlew Sandpiper, 2 Greenshank, 1 Common Sandpiper, 30 Little Stint and a phenomenal 
number of Wood Sandpiper. 86 were counted on one area alone, with similar habitat going unrecorded. 
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Shelduck provided the main wildfowl presence, with one fly past alone providing a count of 46.  Water Rail were 
heard but not seen and disappointingly the usual Greater Flamingo were absent. 
 
 We lunched in the grassy area overlooking the saltpans and were joined by Tawny Pipit, a Woodchat Shrike, a 
few purring Turtle Doves and later a small fly-past of Bee-eaters.  
 
After our picnic lunch we moved on to the Cabo de Salinas headland where we increased our shearwater tally for 
the trip.  Again a feeding frenzy off shore attracted a group of some 30 Cory’s Shearwater and a couple of 
Balearic Shearwater.  Both Yellow Legged and Audouins Gull were present in good numbers, one of the latter 
providing ample entertainment by devouring what looked like half a baguette loaf in one swallow.  Our 
photographers had a field day as it perched just 10 metres from us. 
 
Returning to the vehicles a covey of Red-legged Partridges put in an appearance, before we set off for the hotel. 
Again we had experienced a very enjoyable day.  
 
Post evening meal was again a balcony watch hosted by Dennis.  Although a single Eleonora’s Falcon appeared it 
was not as showy as the previous evening.  Instead we had to be satisfied with a group of at least 30 Cattle Egret 
flying into the marsh to Roost. 

Day 7  Monday 28 April 

Today’s morning walk involved driving towards Puerto Pollensa then walking the small by road that ultimately 
finishes in Pollensa town. Here the roadsides are mainly arable farmland so the chance of different species was 
the aim.  Apart from a Willow Warbler and a couple of Whinchat nothing seemed to materialize until suddenly, a 
pair of Red-footed Falcon were seen on a nearby wire. They gave great views through the scope, both perching 
and hovering before someone shouted ‘is this another one here?’ Further scrutiny produced a count of 12 
consisting of 5 males and 7 females, an unforgettable sight for all concerned.  Another location for future trips? 
After a good breakfast we made our way back to Albufera to check the southern part of the reserve that we 
hadn't previously visited, specifically the old salt pans, the Depuradora, or water works; and the path to the 'lone 
pine'.  
 
The old salt pans were flooded and therefore disappointing, but we still had good views of Little Ringed Plover, 
and Common Sandpiper here. The anticipated Moustached Warblers did not appear probably due to the breezy 
conditions at that time, but a Collared Pratincole was seen flying in the distance.  Bee-eaters were seen and heard 
from this location, as was our only Squacco Heron of the week.  Looking down on a Mole Cricket entertained 
the group as it scurried across our path, providing good entertainment as it attempted to dig itself to safety.   
 
At the waterworks viewing platform, we saw numerous Red Crested Pochard, a Little Grebe and another fly past 
of Bee-eaters.  Butterflies in this area, included Small White, Specked Wood, and Holly Blue. 
 
After lunch we walked to the lone pine area to view over the marshy areas.  Here we heard and saw at least 7 
Hoopoes and had excellent views of 3 Wheatears and 3 Whinchat.  The Marsh provided 2 Purple Gallinule, a 
single Wood Sandpiper, 4 Little Stints and small numbers of Little Egrets and Cattle Egrets.  The usual 2 or 3 
Marsh Harrier quartered the area and a single Purple Heron dropped in before disappearing from view. 
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This area is also good for flowers and Loose-flowered Marsh Orchid, Tongue Orchid and Bug Orchid were all 
located.  Butterflies here included Clouded Yellow, Wall, Red Admiral and Small Copper, whilst dragonflies were 
represented by Norfolk Hawker, Black-tailed Skimmer and Blue-tailed damselfly.  During the search for the 
various plants Egyptian Grasshopper, 7-spot Ladybird, 2-spot Ladybird, Firebug and Clytra 4-spot Leaf Beetle 
were found.  Returning to the vehicles we drove slowly along the exit track noting the song of Thekla Lark and 
Short Toed Lark on the way. 
 
We had experienced another great day at Albufera and therefore returned to the hotel to prepare for our journey 
home. 
 
Another post meal balcony watch failed to produce the goods, although Eleonora’s Falcon had been seen earlier 
in the evening.  Instead we had to be satisfied with Stone Curlew calling not too far away from the hotel. 

Day 8  Tuesday 29 April 

With bags packed in readiness for our homeward journey we made a final pre breakfast gathering at the nearby 
hide.  Our good fortune was still in as we watched 5 Marsh Harrier passing over the reeds and a distant 
Eleonora’s Falcon heading south.  Stone Curlew was sighted on nearby farmland before a female Montague’s 
Harrier ambled past.  This was a new bird for our trip list and a fitting end to a great week. 
 
Three of our group left by taxi to catch an early flight whilst the rest of us had a leisurely breakfast, in 
preparation for our mid morning exit. 
 
Everyone enjoyed the trip, most seeing the target species they had come for and many forming new friendships. 
The weather had been kind to us with the sun shining almost constantly from dawn to dusk.  We had rainfall 
overnight on our last full day but the sun was out by the time we had risen. 
 
Thanks to all for a lovely week and for your companionship. 
 
 

Receive our e-newsletter
Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and 
new dates, tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 
Birds 
   April 2008 
 Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
1 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   3    1  
2 Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea     40 30   
3 Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus     5 2   
4 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 2 4   2    
5 Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 1   4 7 3 1  
6 Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax  1 15 5 1     4 3 5 
7 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides       1  
8 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis  2 30+ 1  60+  20 2 
9 Little Egret Egretta garzetta 2 6   10+ 2 4 20   15 2 
10 Great White Egret Egretta alba   2      
11 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 1 2 10 1 2 2 1 1 
12 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 1 1 10  1 1 4 2 1 
13 Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea   4   46   
14 Gadwall Anas strepera   10    3  
15 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 12 20+ 20+ 10+ 10+ 20+ 20+ 10+ 
16 Shoveler Anas clypeata   10      
17 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina  4 25+  4  10  
18 Pochard Aythya ferina   3      
19  Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus    20+     
20 Black Kite Milvus migrans 1   1     
21 Red Kite Milvus milvus    5     
22 Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus  1       
23 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus    1     
24 Black Vulture Aegypius monachus    6 4    
25 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 3 2 3 2 3 2 5 9 
26 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus        1 
27 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus    4 6 1   
28 Osprey Pandion haliaetus 1 1 1 3 1    
29 Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 3 6 2 1 3 5 2 2 
30 Red-footed Falcon F. vespertinus      1 12  
31 Eleonora's Falcon Falco eleonorae    2 2 1 1 1 
32 Peregrine Falco peregrinus 1   1 3 1   
33 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa  1h    10  1 
34 Pheasant Phasianus colchicus  1   1h  1h  
35 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus  1h  2h  4h 3h 1h 
36 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 1 3 5 4 2 2 2 1 
37 Purple Gallinule Porphyrio porphyrio   3       3  
38 Coot Fulica atra  20 15+  31 1 6  
39 Crested Coot Fulica cristata   10+  1    
40 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus  8 50+ 3 9 50+ 15 9 
41 Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta    2  50+   
42 Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus   2   2 1h 1 
43 Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola       1  
44 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 2 3 10    3  
45 Ringed Plover C.hiaticula      6   
46 Kentish Plover C.alexandrinus 10 1 10   30 3 1 
47 Little Stint Calidris minuta      20 4  
48 Curlew Sandpiper C.ferruginea 1     3   
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   April 2008 
 Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
49 Ruff Philomachus pugnax      1   
50 Snipe Gallinago gallinago   2      
51 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus   19   1   
52 Redshank T.otanus 1h    1h 10 1h  
53 Greenshank T.nebularia      2   
54 Green Sandpiper T.ochropus      1   
55 Wood Sandpiper T.glareola      86 1  
56 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 1 1 4 1 1  10  
57 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus   5   5   
58 Audouin's Gull L.audouinii 2 2 3 5 3 10+ 3 1 
59 Yellow-legged Gull L.cachinnans 20+ 20+ 10+ 750 50+ 100+ 25+ 20+ 
60 Lesser Black-backed Gull L. fuscus      1  1 
61 Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis 2 1    2   
62 Common Tern  S. hirundo   4 2     
63 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus   2      
64 Rock Dove Columba livia 20+ 20+ 10+ 20+ 10+ 50+ 50+ 20+ 
65 Wood Pigeon C.palumbus 2 4 12 10+ 20 6 6 2 
66 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto        3 1 4  
67 Turtle Dove S. tutur    2 2 5 1  
68 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus  1h 1h 1h     
69 Scops Owl Otus scops    1h     
70 Swift Apus apus 2 20 10 10 10+ 300 100+ 50 
71 Kingfisher Alcedo athis   1      
72 Bee Eater Merops apiaster  62 20  25 6  20  
73 Hoopoe Upupa epops  1 1  3 2 8 1 
74 Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla      6 2h  
75 Thekla Lark Galerida theklae      6 1h  
76 Sand Martin Riparia riparia  20  10 6  25+  
77 Crag Martin Hirundo rupestris  3  2 3    
78 Swallow H. rustica 6 170 50+ 30+ 50+ 250+ 50+ 50 
79 Red-rumped Swallow H. daurica     3    
80 House Martin Delichon urbica  1 6  10 20   
81 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris    5+  3   
82  Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava (iberiae) 6 10+  2 6 3 10 1 
  M. flava (flava)     1    
83 White Wagtail M. alba 2 1     1  
84 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes  10  10+ 5+    
85 Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 3 2 10 15+ 3 2 6 3 
86 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros     1    
87 Redstart P. phoenicurus  2  3 2    
88 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra    8 2  5   
89 Stonechat Saxicola torquata 10 25+ 6 4 6 20 10 1 
90 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe  1    1 3  
91 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius  4  1 2    
92 Blackbird Turdus merula 1 6 8 10+ 6 6 10 6 
93 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti 6 20 30 10 6 10 10 6 
94 Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis 6 20 10 2 6 20 10 2 
95 Moustached Warbler Acrocephalus melanopogon   1h    1h  
96 Great Reed Warbler A. arundinaceus  1h 2    1h  
97 Balearic Warbler Sylvia balearica  2       
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   April 2008 
 Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
98 Spectacled Warbler S. conspicilata    1     
99 Subalpine Warbler S. cantilans    2     
100 Sardinian Warbler S.melanocephala  20 2 6 2 10 6 2 
101 Whitethroat S. communis    1     
102 Blackcap S.atricapilla  1  10+ 1    
103 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita    1     
104 Willow Warbler P.trochilus  3 2 1   1  
105 Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus    10 10+h 2h   
106 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata  4  15 2    
107 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca     2  1  
108 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus    5     
109 Great Tit Parus major 2 3 4 6h 1  3  
110 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla         
111 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor 1        
112 Woodchat Shrike L.senator  4  3 1 4 2  
113 Raven Corvus corax  4  9 20 3   
114 Starling Sturnus vulgaris 2        
115 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 20+ 40+ 25+ 50+ 25+ 30+ 50+ 20+ 
116 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs  1h  40+ 10    
117 Serin Serinus serinus 12 20 6 15 10 10 15+ 6 
118 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 6 10 6 6    6 6 12 6 
119 Goldfinch C.cardueleis  10 1 2 10 6 10  
120 Linnet C.cannabina    2 2 4 6 2 
121 Crossbill Loxia curvirostra     15    
122 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus  1  3     
123 Reed Bunting  E. schoeniclus   1h      
124 Corn Bunting Milaria calandra 1h 4 2h 1h 4 50+ 6  

Plants (courtesy of Dr Hilary Rolton)
Moraceae Mulberry Family 
Ficus carica Fig tree 
  
Urticaceae Nettle Family 
Parietaria judaica Pellitory of the wall 
  
Caryophyllaceae Pink Family 
Silene vulgaris  Bladder campion 
  
Papaveraceae Poppy Family 
Papaver rhoeas Common poppy 
Papaver dubium  Long-headed poppy 
Papaver hybridum Rough poppy 
  
Cruciferae Cabbage Family 
Cardaria draba Hoary cress 
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's purse 
  
Resedaceae Mignonette Family 
Reseda alba White mignonette 

 



Mallorca  Tour Report 

 

 

12  © Naturetrek     June 08 

  
Rosaceae Rose Family 
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 
  
Leguminosae Pea Family 
Vicia sativa Common vetch 
Melilotus segetalis forming prolific patches 
Lotus corniculatus Bird's foot trefoil 
Blackstonia perfoliata Yellow-wort 
Trifolium stellatum  Starry clover 
  
Geraniaceae Geranium Family 
Geranium molle  Dovesfoot cranesbill 
Geranium rotundifoliium Round-leaved cranesbill 
Erodium chium Three-lobed stork’s-bill 
  
Euphorbiaceae Spurge Family 
Euphorbia helioscopia Sun spurge  
Euphorbia characias  Large Mediterranean spurge 
  
Anacardiaceae Pistacio Family 
Pistacia lentiscus Lentisc 
  
Malvaceae Mallow Family 
Lavatera arborea  Tree mallow 
Lavatera cretica Small tree mallow 
Malva syvestris Common mallow 
  
RockCistaceae Rose Family 
Cistus salvifolius Sage-leaved cistus 
Cistus monspeliensis  Narrow-leaved cistus 
Cistus albidus  Grey-leaved cistus 
  
Tamaricaceae Tamarisk Family 
Tamarix africana Tamarisk 
  
Umbelliferae Carrot Family 
Daucus carota Wild carrot 
  
Primulaceae Primrose Family 
Anagallis arvensis Scarlet pimpernel 
Anagallis arvensis foemina Blue pimpernel 
  
Plumbaginaceae Thrift Family 
Limonium oleifolium Sea lavender 
  
Oleaceae Olive Family 
Olea europaea Olive 
  
Apocynaceae Oleander Family 
Nerium oleander Oleander 
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Vinca  difformis Periwinkle 
  
Rubiaceae Bedstraw Family 
Galium elongatum  
  
Convolvulaceae Bindweed Family 
Calystegia sepium Hedge bindweed 
 Convolvulus cantabria Pink convolvulus 
Convolvulus althaeoides  Mallow-leaved bindweed 
  
Boraginaceae Borage Family 
Borago officinalis Borage 
Echium italicum Pale bugloss 
Echium plantagineum Purple viper's bugloss 
  
Scophulariaceae Figwort Family 
Parentucellia viscosa Yellow bartsia 
Bellardia trixago  Bellardia 
  
Dipsacaceae Teasel Family 
Dipsacus fullonum Teasel 
Scabiosa atropurpurea Mournful widow 
  
Compositae Daisy Family 
Bellis annua  Annual daisy 
Pallenis spinosa  
Chrysanthemum coronarium Crown daisy 
Galactites tormentosa  Galactites 
Cichorium intybus Chicory 
Urospermum dalechampii Urospermum 
  
Lilaceae  Lily Family 
Asphodelus aestivus Asphodel 
Muscari comosum  Tassel hyacinth 
Allium roseum  Rose garlic 
  
Arecaceae Palm Family 
Chamaerops humilis Dwarf fan palm 
  
Araceae Arum Family 
Arum italicum Large cuckoo pint 
  
Iridaceae Iris Family 
Iris pseudacorus Yellow iris 
Gladiolus illyricus Gladiolus 
  
Orchidaceae  Orchid Family 
Ophrys apifera Bee orchid 
Orphrys speculum Mirror orchid 
Orchis coriophora Bug orchid 
Orchis laxiflora palustris Loose-flowered orchid 
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Serapias parviflora Small flowered tongue orchid
  
 Reeds and Grasses 
Phragmites australis Common reed 
Lagurus ovatus Hare’s-tail 

Butterflies 

Holly Blue 3 on 23rd, 1 on 24th and 26th, 6 on 28th. 
Painted Lady 1 on 23rd. 
Clouded Yellow 10 on 23rd, 15 on 25th, 6 on 26th and 4 on 28th. 
Berger’s Clouded Yellow 1 seen at Albufereta on the 25th. 
Swallowtail  6 on 23rd,8 on 24th, 6 on 26th and 2 on 27th. 
Brimstone  Singles on 22nd, 24th and 26th. 
Small Heath 12 in the Bocquer valley, 23rd. 
Red Admiral  3 on 28th, southern Albufera. 
Speckled Wood  20 on 24th, 1 on 25th, 3 on 26th 1 on 27th and 6 on 28th. 
Small White reasonable numbers seen most days, max count 30 on 23rd and 27th. 
Large White 1 or 2 seen daily 24th to 28th. 
Small Copper  singles seen on 25th and 27th. 2 on 28th. 
Wall Brown  singles on 22nd  and 23rd. 
Meadow Brown  single noted on 25th. 
Adonis Blue at least 5 present at Cuber Reservoir on 25th. 

Dragonflies 

Blue-tailed Damselfly single on 24th, 3 on 27th and 2 on 29th. 
Emperor Dragonfly  2 at the salinas on 27th. 
Southern Hawker 1 on 23rd. 
Black-tailed Skimmer  seen on 24th and 28th. 
Green Eyed Hawker (Norfolk Hawker) a single on 24th and 4 on 28th. All at Albufera. 
Red Veined Darter 1pair at Cuber on the 25th and a female at the Salinas on the 27th. 
Broad Scarlet single female on the 24th. 
UID photographed for future identification on the 24th 

Reptiles and Amphibians 

Iberian Water Frog heard daily from the hotel’s ornamental ponds and very vocal, suggesting large numbers, at 
Albufera.  Also seen and heard at Cuber and the Lluc Monastery. 
Stripeless Tree Frog  specimens seen and heard at Albufera and Cuber, though not as numerous as the above 
species. 
Red Eared Terrapin 3 in the main water area at Cuber. 
Turkish Gecko  2 adults and 2 juveniles found on the 23rd. 
Mourish Gecko (Mediterranean) 1 found on the 23rd and 2 on the 27th. 
Viperine Snake  5 individuals noted in the shallows at the Cuber Reservoir, on the 25th. 
Grass Snake  1 seen in the dyke that runs along the hotel boundary with the Albufereta Marsh on 28th. 

Mammals 

 



Mallorca Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     June 08 15 

Rabbit  a fresh road kill seen near Pollensa on the road up to Cuber on 25th. 
Bat sp.  Twenty or more seen daily at dusk in the hotel grounds appeared to occur in 2 distinct sizes. 
Water Buffalo  Introduced animals seen in the main Albufera reserve on 24th. 
Weasel  an individual showing no white on its neck or belly, crossed the road in front of the van on the 27th. 
Dolphin sp.  2 individuals could be clearly seen below the lighthouse at Formentor during our visit there on the 
26th. 

Insects 

Andrena sp.  Numerous bees thought to bee of genus Haemorrhoa were noted along the footpath to the 
Albufereta lookout mound on the 26th. 
While inspecting the orchids at Albufera on the 28th the following insects were identified: 
Egyptian Grasshopper Mole Cricket 

7-spot Ladybird 2-spot ladybird 

Firebug Clytra 4-spot Leaf Beetle 
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