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Day 1 Tuesday 28th April

Arrival at Palma airport, Mallorca; Transfer to hotel; Hotel grounds and adjacent Albufereta
Marsh.    Weather: Fine, dry and sunny. Afternoon high of 20 deg.C

Dave and Alan were at Palma airport from noon having arrived with another Naturetrek group who were 

returning to the UK after their week's tour of Mallorca. By 2.30pm the first contingent left the airport with Alan 

for the drive across the island to our base for the week at the Pollentia Club Resort, situated on the picturesque 

bay between Port de Pollensa and Alcudia Old Town. Some sightings en route were of a Hoopoe flying in front 

of the vehicle, a Kestrel on the wires over the road, a Raven in flight, and near our hotel an Audouin's Gull, one 

of Europe's rarest gulls, on the seashore. 

Two of the group were from South Africa and to make them feel at home after their 25 hour journey from Cape 

Town we passed a farm with Ostrich and Emu in a field next to the motorway! The first vehicle arrived at the 

hotel at 3.30pm and after a smooth booking-in process were soon walking around the hotel grounds on a 

familiarisation tour, finishing in the hotel hide overlooking Albufereta Marsh. Little Egret and Marsh Harrier 

were seen and the group started to get to grips with smaller birds including Cetti's Warbler, Fan-tailed Warbler, 

Nightingale, Serin and Stonechat. Painted Lady and Clouded Yellow butterflies were seen, as was a stand of 

Small-flowered Tongue Orchids in the adjacent sandy car parking area. 

Due to a delay caused by a bag failing to appear on the airport carousel the second group with Dave didn't arrive 

at the hotel until 5pm having had to sort out the lost baggage. The bag was found after they had departed from 

the airport and was eventually delivered to the hotel. At 6.15pm the Group convened outside Bar Triton where 

members got to know each other a little better and Dave and Alan talked through the prospects for the coming 

week. After wine and tapas everyone adjourned to the restaurant for dinner. The last two group members who 

had a flight from Manchester arrived during dinner in time to meet everyone before we adjourned for the night

with high hopes for the coming days.
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Day 2 Wednesday 29th April

Walk along the Bocquer Valley and a visit to Albufereta Marsh

Weather: Sunny with a cloudless sky till late afternoon. Early morning it was still but a 
northerly breeze developed during the day. Temperature high was 24 deg.C.

Our first pre-breakfast gathering in the hotel hide overlooking Albufereta Marsh produced good views of 

perched female Marsh Harrier and the group got to grips with the sights and calls of Cetti's Warbler, Fan-tailed 

Warbler, Sardinian Warbler and Nightingale.

After breakfast we set off in high spirits and after collecting the makings for our picnic lunch we headed to the 

car park at the bottom of the Bocquer valley. Looking over the adjacent fields we saw Pied Flycatcher and 

Willow Warbler in the nearby Almond trees, and had Raven fly overhead. We set off towards the finca at the 

start of the path up the valley watching Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Sardinian Warbler and Stonechat. We added a 

male Redstart in the Fig trees before following the path up the valley. We spied a male Blue Rock Thrush which 

appeared on the ridge and was watched in the telescopes. This was closely followed by a pair of Kestrel which 

showed well. Further on Stone Curlew and Cirl Bunting were heard before we reached the head of the valley and 

our lunch spot. We spent some time searching the adjacent scrub where Balearic Warbler had previously bred. 

Unfortunately only Sardinian Warblers were found. Over lunch Booted Eagle and Black Vulture were spotted 

along the ridge but they were distant views. The walk back down the valley was interrupted by a small flock of 

sheep on some short grass with a dozen Yellow Wagtails feeding around their feet. Most were Spanish Yellow 

Wagtails but there was also a Black-headed Wagtail and a Blue-headed Wagtail. Butterflies were numerous in the 

valley with over 100 Painted Lady together with Clouded Yellow and Small Heath.

Once back at the vehicles we moved to Albufereta Marsh where, after looking at the Mirror and Tongue Orchids 

in the old Roman Quarry, we walked to the viewing mound and added to our sightings Red-crested Pochard, a 

splendid preening Purple Gallinule, Black-winged Stilt, Little Grebe and a Swallowtail butterfly. We also saw a 

male Marsh Harrier quartering a cut field and disturb Red-legged Partridge; and on the way out of the marsh we 

found an illusive warbler which we eventually identified as a Wood Warbler.

Our first full day had been action packed with numerous good sightings and many new species for most of the 

group. Before our evening meal we met for wine and tapas and a roll-call of sightings. Dave also outlined plans 

for the next day. We then adjourned for dinner. Just before dusk many small bats appeared, hunting around the 

numerous trees set in the hotel grounds, often venturing on to the edge of the marsh in search of insects.  The 

bats were not identified but appeared to be two slightly differing sizes.  The bats were seen every evening 

throughout the holiday. 

Day 3 Thursday 30 April

Formentor Peninsular (Cap Formentor, Casas Vellas, Albercutx viewpoint) and Albufereta 
Marsh

Weather: The day dawned sunny and still. After a warm day a slight NE breeze and cloud 
developed late afternoon. High 22 deg.C
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As we walked along the bay to the Torrent S’Albufereta for our pre-breakfast birdwatch we witnessed a superb 

dawn with a red sky and a fireball sun whose rays crossed a flat calm bay. Once at the Torrent we enjoyed 

excellent views of male and female Marsh Harrier, Common Sandpiper, Little Ringed Plover, Kentish Plover, 

Purple Heron and Night Heron which all showed well in the good light.

After breakfast we set off in our vehicles and had just left the hotel when three Bee-eaters were spotted on open 

branches in a hedge next to the newly constructed Port de Pollensa by-pass. We made a hasty stop and enjoyed 

excellent views before moving on. After collecting picnic food we drove straight to the end of the Formentor 

Peninsular and parked at Cap Formentor, the lighthouse. Although the sea was calm we were soon watching 

Cory's Shearwaters and some managed to see the smaller Balearic Shearwater. We were also treated to displaying 

and calling Peregrine Falcons and excellent close perched views of a male Blue Rock Thrush. 

After an hour or so we moved back to Cases Vellas, a small agricultural area, in an attempt to find grounded 

migrants. The fig plantations here contained Red-legged Partridge, good numbers of Spotted and Pied 

Flycatchers, Redstart, Woodchat Shrike and an elusive Hoopoe. In the pines beside the road we also saw Great 

Tit and Crossbill. We then moved off for our picnic lunch and selected a grassy glade beside Pine and Holme 

Oak trees next to a shaded parking area. Checking around more Mirror and Tongue Orchids were found 

together with the local Mediterranean race of Speckled Wood butterfly which is brighter and more orange than 

our own. Also a Firecrest showed well under the canopy of a Holme Oak. 

After lunch we headed back towards Port de Pollensa calling at the Albercutx viewpoint where we enjoyed good 

views of Crag Martin and another male Blue Rock Thrush. We then drove to Albufereta Marsh leaving one of 

the group in Port de Pollensa to do some sight-seeing, and another at the hotel. At the marsh we positioned 

ourselves on the slight mound and checked the surrounding habitat. Whilst no new birds were found we enjoyed 

views of Little Grebe, Grey Heron, Marsh Harrier and three Purple Gallinules, whilst being entertained by active 

Black-winged Stilts. All too soon it was time to head back to our hotel for showers before tapas and lists, and 

then our evening meal. 

After dinner the group met to check the marsh behind the hotel at dusk. As we were watching Cattle and Little 

Egrets landing in the marsh an Eleanora's Falcon was spotted hunting over the marshland and at one time 

chasing Swallows. Whilst enjoying the falcon moving at speed, two Night Herons flew slowly by close-to then 

one landed on the wires in front of us taking some time to steady it's balance. In the fading light Night Herons 

continued to circle near where we were standing before most disappeared in the small water channel along the 

boundary of the hotel. A superb spectacle to finish the day…

Day 4 Friday 1st May

Parc Natural de S’Albufera de Mallorca

Weather: Heavy rain just after 6am for 30 mins then drizzle on and off till 1pm when the 
sky cleared and the afternoon was sunny and warm. The wind was a fresh NE breeze. 
Afternoon high 20 deg C.
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Although the sky was overcast and visibility less than perfect a small group went to the hotel hide overlooking 

Albufereta Marsh for a pre-breakfast bird watch. Most of the smaller birds stayed low and out of sight to avoid 

the weather. We saw Osprey and a Purple Heron showed briefly, however we did spot a new sighting for the trip 

as a Lesser Black-backed Gull flew overhead.

After breakfast we made a full day visit to the Parc Natural de S’Albufera de Mallorca, known to British 

birdwatchers as the Albufera Marsh. We entered the reserve at the English Bridge entrance and at the dog-leg we 

enjoyed superb views of the egret and heron colony on the opposite side of the river. Cattle Egret, Little Egret 

and Night Herons showed well. Also along the drive two Whiskered Terns and two Common Terns flew over 

and we had superb scoped views of a Hoopoe. After booking in at the Reserve Office we checked the nearby 

field where we saw the head of a Stone Curlew hiding behind the lake banking and caught a brief sight of a 

Nightingale singing nearby. As it was starting to drizzle heavier we headed for the hides where we enjoyed the 

Black-winged Stilts which displayed well, and Kentish and Little Ringed Plovers which were squabbling. We then 

had a surprise as a Sacred Ibis took off from the reeds and flew gracefully across the pond in front of us.

Our lunch was taken at the covered picnic tables in the central area as we sheltered from the rain. Thankfully as 

we finished our lunch the rain stopped and the sky started to clear and we were able to enjoy a sunny and warm 

afternoon. First we went to the raised mound to get a panoramic view showing the size of the reserve before 

dropping down to a small pool where we were delighted by a Red-knobbed Coot with four chicks which ran 

around our feet at the waters edge allowing superb photographs. We could hear Great Reed Warbler in the reeds 

behind the pool and eventually one was located which we watched for some time through telescopes before it 

dropped back into the reed bed. Moving on to Bishop Hide we were enthralled by the waders. We added many 

new birds to our holiday list including Curlew Sandpiper, Knot, Dunlin, Turnstone, Ruff, Redshank, Little Stint 

and Ringed Plover. We also had superb views of two Stone Curlews. Just as we were sorting out the waders a 

Peregrine flew low over the water disturbing everything so when things settled down we had to start again 

sorting out the species. All too soon it was time to start the return walk to our transport. We were sidetracked 

twice; once when a Nightingale was spotted close to the path and we managed to get excellent scope views, and 

later when an Eleanora's Falcon flew overhead. It's the sign of a good day when, on the return journey, the 

group couldn't decide which was their best bird.

Day 5 Saturday 2nd May

Cuber Reservoir and Lluc Monastery Botanical Garden

Weather: Cloudless and sunny all day. In the morning a strong northerly wind kept the 
temperature at 12 deg C but in the afternoon the wind dropped and the temperature rose 
to 19 deg. C.

We started our day with a pre-breakfast visit to the hotel hide and although we didn't see anything new we 

enjoyed good views of male and female Marsh Harrier, a Night Heron, a Fan-tailed Warbler perched on the 

wires, and a close Cetti's Warbler next to the path as we walked back for breakfast.

After breakfast we took the scenic drive up to the Tramuntana Mountains to enjoy the sights and surrounds of 

the Cuber reservoir, 750 metres above sea level. En route we made a stop at Escora to check the surrounding 

ridges and gardens where sightings included Chaffinch, Blackcap and the first of many Spotted Flycatchers. 
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The parking area at Cuber was very busy due to a walking event with a checkpoint in the car park and we 

managed to secure almost the last two places. We set off in high spirits with the sky clear and visibility good, 

however the wind was very strong around the reservoir making birding somewhat difficult. We hadn't gone far 

when we enjoyed flight and ground views of Tawny Pipit which was a new bird for many of the group. At the 

dam wall we had our first Iberian Water Frogs of the day and shortly afterwards a Cirl Bunting which eventually 

perched near us allowing good scope views. Continuing along the track we reached the disused quarry where a 

Loose-flowered Orchid was in bloom, on the rock face, some 15 metres above our heads. Some of the group 

also had fleeting views of Subalpine Warbler and Spectacled Warbler before we rested at the far end at a comfort 

stop. The rest was interrupted as a Red Kite passed slowly by against the rock face. Before the end of our walk 

we saw the Kite again and also a passing Osprey.

We ate our lunch at picnic tables under pine trees next to the parking area. Chaffinch was plentiful looking for 

scraps and more Spotted Flycatchers were around. A Crossbill was spotted but the star turn was a pair of 

Firecrests which were oblivious to the group at they fought in a downward spiral from a pine tree in front of us 

and then continued to spar within four feet of us to the enjoyment of all, especially the photographers amongst 

us.  

We had just departed on our return journey when a shout of “raptor” stopped both vehicles. Everyone debussed 

in a hurry to get views, albeit distant, of a Griffon Vulture and a Black Vulture. We continued on and stopped at 

Lluc Monastery. Some of the group wandered through the botanical gardens, while others explored the 

monastery buildings or relaxed in the coffee shop. Bird highlights in the gardens were Spotted Flycatcher and 

Pied Flycatcher with calling Firecrest, Blackcap and Nightingale.

We met for wine, tapas and lists a little later than usual due to our late return from the mountains. As we came 

out of the restaurant after dinner it was getting dark and some of the group again saw a Night Heron and a 

hawking Eleanora's Falcon before the light faded.

Day 6 Sunday 3rd May

South of Mallorca – Salinas de Levante, Cabo de Salinas, Castell de Santueri

Weather: Sunny and hot with a slight NW breeze. High in the Salt Pans was 32 deg C.

As we made our way to the Torrent S’Albufereta for our pre-breakfast birdwatch we were treated to another

spectacular sunrise and it remained hot and sunny for the rest of the day. Today was our longest day but with the 

diverse habitats it was to be very productive and a highlight for many. Although nothing new at the Torrent we 

had a long-lasting spectacle as a male Marsh Harrier chased a Little Egret above and around the marsh. We also 

had good views of Cattle Egret and Night Heron.  

After breakfast we made the journey south across the island to the working salt pans at Salinas de Levante. En

route we made a stop in a farming area between Petra and Felinitx. There were many Corn Buntings and 

Stonechats, and it was useful to compare Thekla Lark and Short-toed Lark which posed together for some time 

on a concrete wall.
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At the salt pans there was little wind and as we made our way into the central area the temperature rose to a 

sweltering 32 deg C. We were, however, treated to good views of many waders including Avocet, Black-winged 

Stilt, Redshank, Greenshank, Wood Sandpiper and Oystercatcher. We fleetingly saw two Collared Pratincoles but 

the star turns were nine Greater Flamingos which showed well for the photographers, and a Water Rail which 

walked in front of us at our first lagoon. Other attractions were Blue Emperor and Common Darter dragonflies, 

and Clouded Yellow and Large White butterflies. We lunched on a grassy area overlooking the saltpans which 

allowed us to continue birding as we ate our picnic. As well as birds on the lagoons there were Thekla Lark and 

Hoopoe in the bushes behind us. 

After our picnic lunch we moved on to the Cabo de Salinas headland where we increased our shearwater tally for 

the trip.  A feeding frenzy off-shore between our viewpoint and the nearby Illa de Cabrera attracted a group of 

some 25 Cory’s Shearwater and 7 Balearic Shearwater.  Yellow-legged Gulls were present in good numbers and 

an Audouin's Gull flew close-by. Even though it was getting late in the day we decided to make a detour on the 

return journey and visited Castell de Santueri. It was well worth the narrow drive up to the castle as the views to 

the coast and Porto Colom were stunning, but the real attractions were the Alpine Swifts with a support cast of 

Crag Martins and Blue Rock Thrushes which all showed extremely well.

Arriving back at our hotel there was all-round approval for a good day's birding but the day wasn't over yet as 

four Night Herons and four Eleanora's Falcons were seen after dinner by some of the group at dusk going back 

to the accommodation.

Day 7 Monday 4th May

Southern end of Albufera Marsh – Old Salt Pans, Depuradora and ‘Old Pine’ walk 

Weather: Sunny and hot all day. Calm at dawn but a slight NW breeze later in the day. 
High 30 deg.C

Today's pre-breakfast birdwatch was our regular visit to the hotel hide but with a bright sky and no wind the 

birds were more visible and singing in the tamarisk bushes around the hide pool. We soon saw the usual culprits 

but added Willow Warbler, Great Tit and a fleeting view of a Nightingale as it flew across the pool. There was a 

good movement of Swifts and amongst them a Pallid Swift was found. Five Night Herons flew across the back 

of the marsh, two adults with three juveniles. In good spirits we headed for breakfast.

After a good breakfast we made our way back to Albufera to check the southern part of the reserve that we 

hadn't previously visited, specifically the Old Salt Pans; the Depuradora (Water Works); and the path to the 'lone 

pine'. The Old Salt Pans were flooded but on a bank we found two Whiskered Terns, at the edge a Purple 

Gallinule, and in the water a Crested Coot. Further along the track we were soon enjoying good views of 

Moustached Warblers, one which stayed still long enough to be 'scoped'. At the end of the track we saw a pair of 

Marsh Harriers, four Bee-eaters, two Eleanora's Falcons, and a Hoopoe, before some raptors were seen over the 

hills. Closer inspection revealed it to be a 'kettle' of Honey Buzzards gaining height before crossing to the 

Spanish mainland. In this area we also found a number of Bug, Small-flowered Tongue and Bee Orchids. 

We then moved the vehicles to the waterworks viewing platform and en route added Tree Sparrow to our 

holiday list.
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Viewing from the platform over the lagoons and wider reed beds was productive with many ducks and waders 

including Pochard which was new for the trip. Three Eleanora's Falcons showed well and a pair of Marsh 

Harriers entertained us as they carried out a food pass. A number of butterflies were seen in the area including 

Small White, Clouded Yellow, Painted Lady, Red Admiral and Speckled Wood.

After lunch we walked to the lone pine area at the back of Albufera reserve. Here we heard and saw a number of 

Hoopoes and had excellent views of a number of species including two more Purple Gallinule together with 

Redshank, Wood Sandpiper and Woodchat Shrike. At one point three Whiskered Terns flew in and hawked over 

the pool in front of us. There was some light relief when we met a birder from Norway who obligingly let some 

of the photographers try their cameras on his enormous lens!

This area is also good for flowers and stands of Bug, Small-flowered Tongue and Meadow Orchids were seen. 

Migrant Hawker and Norfolk Hawker dragonflies were also spotted. All too soon it was time to return to the 

vehicles and one last treat was in store for some of the group who spotted a Golden Oriole, We had experienced 

another great day at Albufera but had to return to the hotel to prepare for our journey home tomorrow. 

Before dinner over wine and tapas we had our last meeting to complete our lists, organise arrangements for the 

return journeys and say group thanks. We then enjoyed our last evening meal, this time in the open air on the 

terrace.

Day 8 Tuesday 5th May

Hotel and return journey to Palma Airport

Weather: Initially cloudy and dull with a moderate NW wind. By 10am the sky had cleared 
and the rest of the day was sunny and warm. The midday temperature was 24 deg. C.

With everyone due to depart at differing times to different destinations our last day was always going to be a 

mixed bag. Half the group made a pre-breakfast visit to the hotel hide. There were a number of good sightings 

including Peregrine and Marsh Harrier. We had managed to see new birds every day of the trip and our last day 

outing was to continue that trend with a Chiffchaff and a Turtle Dove.  Meanwhile those leaving on the first 

airport run were at the dining room when it opened for breakfast. They then departed from the hotel at 8am. 

The journey was straightforward though busy with the Palma morning rush-hour traffic. The only noteworthy 

event was of a Red-legged Partridge flying across the road in front of the vehicle.

The next contingent had a more leisurely start to the day and had time to pack after breakfast. The second 

airport run then departed at 11am with passengers for three flights. The Manchester contingent was the last 

departure and they left by private transfer around 4pm.

Everyone had many happy birding memories of their Naturetrek trip to Mallorca and almost all had seen 

numerous new birds, Also many had formed new friendships. The weather had been kind to us. One damp 

morning was the exception to a week with the sun shining almost constantly from dawn to dusk. Everyone 

agreed it had been a wonderful trip. Thanks to all for a lovely week and for your companionship.
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Species Lists

Birds

April/May

Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5

1 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 3 2 3

2 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 1 1

3 Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea 16 32

4 Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus 28 7

5 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 1 1 2

6 Shag P. aristotelis 4 8 6 2

7 Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 2 4 7 10 2 6 5 1

8 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 1

9 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 50 1 50 6 10

10 Little Egret Egretta garzetta 5 30 15 40 10 30 20 3

11 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 1 2 3 1 2

12 Purple Heron A. purpurea 1 1 7 1 2

13 Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 1

14 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber 9

15 Shelduck T. tadorna 2 40 15

16 Gadwall A. strepera 10 2 6

17 Mallard A. platyrhynchos 12 30 30 30 20 25 30 15

18 Shoveler A. clypeata 10 2

19 Red - crested Pochard Netta rufina 5 2 50 30

20 Pochard Aythya ferina 4

21 Tufted Duck A. fuligula 1

22 Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 8

23 Red Kite M. milvus 1 2

24 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus 1

25 Black Vulture Aegypius monachus 1 1

26 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 1 4 3 5 2 4 11 2

27 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 1

28 Osprey Pandion haliaetus 1 1 2

29 Kestrel F. tinnunculus 2 2 4 3 6 4

30 Eleonora's Falcon F. eleonorae 2 1 1 1 4 8

31 Peregrine F. peregrinus 3 1 1

32 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 2 5 3 1 1

33 Pheasant Phasianus colchicus H H

34 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus H H 3 2H 2H

35 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 1 3 1 1 8

36 Purple Gallinule Porphyrio porphyrio 1 3 3

37 Coot Fulica atra 16 18 25 1 10

38 Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 6 1

39 Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 1

40 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 3 3 75 50 3 1

41 Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 30

42 Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus 2H 3 H

43 Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola 2

44 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 3 10 12 5

45 Ringed Plover C. hiaticula 10 6

46 Kentish Plover C. alexandrinus 6 20 20 2

47 Knot Calidris canutus 4
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April/May

Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5

48 Little Stint C. minuta 3

49 Curlew Sandpiper C. ferruginea 3

50 Dunlin C. alpina 1

51 Ruff Philomachus pugnax 1

52 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 20

53 Common Redshank T. totanus 7 36 7

54 Greenshank T. nebularia H 4

55 Wood Sandpiper T. glareola 5 12

56 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 2 15 10 4

57 Turnstone Arenaria interpres 1

58 Black-headed Gull L. ridibundus 2 3 1

59 Audouin's Gull L. audouinii 1 2 5 1

60 Yellow-legged Gull L. cachinnans 12 30 50 35 800 100 50 20

61 Lesser Black-backed Gull L.fuscus graellsii 1

62 Common Tern S. hirundo 8 2

63 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus 2 1 5

64 (Feral) Rock Dove Columba livia Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

65 Wood Pigeon C. palumbus 2 4 2 10 3 12 15 6

66 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 1 3 1 3 2

67 Turtle Dove S. turtur 1

68 Alpine Swift Apus melba 4

69 Common Swift A. apus 20 20 4 100 50 300 50

70 Pallid Swift A. pallidus 1

71 Bee-eater Merops apiaster 3 3 6 7

72 Hoopoe Upupa epops 1 H 1 1 2+1H 6

73 Short-toed lark Calandrella brachydactyla 2 H

74 Thekla Lark Galerida theklae 6

75 Sand Martin Riparia riparia 10

76 Crag Martin Hirundo rupestris 5 6 6

77 Swallow H. rustica 20 80 6 20 20 40 15 30

78 House Martin Delichon urbica 6 6

79 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris 3

80 Spanish Yellow Wagtail Motocilla flava iberiae 10 10 1 2 10 4

81 Blue-headed Wagtail M. flava flava 1

82 Black-headed Wagtail M. flava feldegg 1

83 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 1+5H 6H 1+4H 4H

84 Robin Erithacus rubecula 1

85 Nightingale Luscinia magarhynchos H 3H 3H 2+4H 4H 4H 2+3H H

86 Common Redstart P. phoenicurus 1 1

87 Stonechat S. torquata 2 10 10 2 20 15

88 Blue Rock Thrush M. solitarius 5 2 3

89 Blackbird T. merula 6 12 6 4 6 10 6 6

90 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti 1+3H 6+6H 1+4H 6+10H 4+4H 2+4H 4+2H 2

91 Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis 2 6 6 6 3 4+11H 10 3

92 Moustached Warbler Acrocephalus melanopogon H 2+1H

93 Great Reed Warbler A. arundinaceus 2+3H 3H

94 Spectacled Warbler S. conspicillata 2

95 Subalpine Warbler S. cantillans 1

96 Sardinian Warbler S. melanocephala H 15 2 4 3 10 5 2

97 Blackcap S.atricapilla 1+2H

98 Wood Warbler P. sibilatrix 1 1 1



Mallorca Tour Report

10 © Naturetrek     July 09

April/May

Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5

99 Chiffchaff P. collybita 1H

100 Willow Warbler P. trochilus 2 1

101 Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus 1 4+4H

102 Spotted Flycatcher Musicapa striata 2 6 15 2 6 2

103 Pied Flycatcher F. hypoleuca 3 5 1

104 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 1+1H

105 Great Tit P. major 2H 3 1 2H 2 3

106 Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 1

107 Balearic Woodchat Shrike L. senator badius 3 1 2 3

108 Southern Grey Shrike L.meridionalis 1 4 2 5 1

109 Raven Corvus corax

110 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 15

111 Tree Sparrow P. montanus 2

112 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 2+4H 20

113 Serin Serinus serinus 3 15 8 10 10 10 6

114 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 6 10 5 5 10 6 6 2

115 Goldfinch C. carduelis 3 4 8 6 6 6

116 Linnet C. cannabina 1 1 1 2 2

117 Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 3 1

118 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus 2H 2

119 Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra 3 2 50 4

Orchids

Small-flowered Tongue Orchid (Serapias) 5 near the parking area between the hotel and the Torrent de 

Albufereta; 2 in the old Roman Quarry at Albufereta; 2 at the rear of the car park on the Formentor Peninsular; 

20 on the south side of Albufera

Mirror Orchid 10 in the old Roman Quarry at Albufereta; 10 at the rear of the car park on the Formentor 

Peninsular

Bug Orchid 2 near the picnic area, Albufera reserve; 75 on the south side of Albufera.

Bee Orchid 6 near the picnic area, Albufera reserve which were past their best; 6 near the old works, Albufera

Loose-flowered Orchid 1 in the quarry at Cuber Reservoir

Early Spider Orchid 1 near Bishop 1 hide, Albufera reserve

Meadow Orchid 10 on the south side of Albufera

Butterflies

Painted Lady 6 on 28th ; 100+ on 29th ; 20 on 30th ;6 on 1st ; 6 on 2nd ;2 on 3rd ;10 on 4th

Clouded Yellow 2 on 28th ; 20 on 29th ; 10 on 30th ;2 on 2nd ;8 on 3rd ;20 on 4th

Berger’s Clouded Yellow 2 on 4th

Swallowtail  1 on 29th and 30th at Albufereta; 1 on 2nd at Cuber; 1 on 4th at Albufera

Small Heath 2 in the Bocquer valley on 29th

Red Admiral 2 on 1st and 1 on 4th at Albufera 

Speckled Wood  2 on the Formentor Peninsular on 30th ;10 on 1st and 4 on 4th at Albufera

Small White 4 on 4th at Albufera

Large White 3 on 3rd

Adonis Blue 1 on 30th and 1st in the old Roman Quarry at Albufereta
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Dragonflies

Blue-tailed Damselfly 10 on 1st at Albufera

Emperor Dragonfly  3 on 3rd at Salinas de Levante

Black-tailed Skimmer 1 on 1st at Albufera

Green Eyed Hawker (Norfolk Hawker) 12 in Albufereta Marsh on 30th ; 2 on 4th at Albufera

Common Darter 1 in Bocquer Valley on 29th ;2 on 3rd at Salinas de Levante; 4 on 4th at Albufera

Red Veined Darter  1 in Albufereta Marsh on 30th ; 1 on 4th at Albufera

Migrant Hawker 2 on 4th at Albufera

Reptiles and Amphibians

Iberian Water Frog heard daily from the hotel’s ornamental ponds and very vocal, suggesting large numbers, at 

Albufera.  Also seen and heard at Cuber and the Lluc Monastery.

Red Eared Terrapin 3 at Albufera on 1st

European Pond Tortoise 1 at Albufera on 1st

Moorish Gecko 1 at our hotel on 1st ; 3 in an old building near Torrent s'Albufereta on 2nd

Viperine Snake  2 on 4th at Albufereta

Mammals

Rabbit  2 road kills on 3rd ; 2 at Albufera on 4th

Brown Rat  1 at Albufereta Marsh on 29th

Bat sp.  Twenty or more seen daily at dusk in the hotel grounds - appeared to occur in 2 distinct sizes.

Water Buffalo  Introduced animal seen in the main Albufera reserve on 1st

Insects

Andrena sp.  Numerous bees thought to bee of genus Haemorrhoa were noted along the footpath to the 

Albufereta lookout mound on 29th and 30th

Firebug seen at Albufereta on 29th

Carpenter Bee seen at Lluc Monastery on 2nd and Albufera on 4th

Whirligig Beetle Numerous seen in ponds at Lluc Monestary on 2nd

Receive our e-newsletter

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up.

Naturetrek Facebook

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans. 

Setting up a personal profile at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485%20

