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Tour leaders:   Dave Smith 

Alan Miller 

 

Participants:   Michael Baker  

    Richard Bromilow   

    Julia Ellis  

    Jean Millen 

    Berendean Money-Kyle   

    Eunice Robertson   

    Stuart Robertson 

    Mary Peck 

    Eve Scott   

    Elizabeth Spray  

    Ann Stratton 

    Roger Terrell   

Day 1 Saturday 16th April 

Arrival at Palma airport, Mallorca; Transfer to hotel; walk to Torrent S’Albufereta, returning 

via hotel grounds and hide overlooking the adjacent Albufereta Marsh.     

Weather: Fine, dry and sunny. Afternoon high of 23 deg.C 

With the group arriving in Mallorca on different regional flights it was advantageous that our leaders Dave and 

Alan arrived in advance of the others, thus enabling an efficient gathering of the group.  With an hour or so from 

the leaders flight to the last arrivals, Dave and Alan met the early arrivals then sped off to collect the vehicles, 

arriving back in time for the remaining clients to join the group.  It was a bonus that the vehicles allocated to the 

group were brand new, having just 15km on the odometer when collected. Before joining the vehicles the group 

grabbed a light lunch at the taco bar situated underneath the airport car park, eventually loading into the vehicles 

and departing for the hotel about 1300 hrs. Despite the unusually heavy traffic, and the sightings of a few fly-

over Cattle and Little Egrets and a perched Woodchat Shrike, we arrived at our hotel, the Pollentia Club Resort 

by 1415 hrs.    

The smooth check in procedure enabled the group to be wandering towards the nearby Torrent S’Albufereta by 

1500 hrs. Here we experienced our first the sounds of Nightingale and Cetti’s Warbler and the constant ticking 

of Fan-tailed Warbler or Zitting Cisticola as it is now called. Birds on the torrent included Little Ringed and 

Kentish Plovers and Common Sandpiper, while 2 Purple Herons dropped into the reedy margins. On our walk 

back to the hotel hide we encountered a number of Yellow Wagtails of the iberiae race (Spanish Wagtail) and had 

good views of an Audouin’s Gull as it flew overhead towards the beach. In the rough grassy area adjacent to the 

overflow car park a number of interesting flora species were noted including Tassel Hyacinth and Small-flowered 

Tongue Orchid. Reaching the hide, which looks over the S’Albufereta reserve, 2 Marsh Harrier and 2 Osprey 

were quickly spotted and the group experienced super sightings of both Cetti’s Warbler and Nightingale, 

something that was to repeated regularly throughout the trip. 
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At the evening meeting Dave highlighted the species seen to that point and explained the workings of the hotel 

and the proposed itinerary for the week. With everyone beginning to settle in nicely the group retired to the 

dining room for the usual excellent evening meal, full of anticipation of the Mallorcan flora and fauna to come. 

Day 2 Sunday 17th April 

Walk along the Bocquer Valley and a visit to Albufereta Marsh 

Weather: Sunny and warm with high cloud over the hills. Temperature high was 23 deg.C 

Our first pre-breakfast gathering in the hotel hide overlooking Albufereta Marsh produced good views of 4 

Marsh Harriers quartering the area before heading off out to sea presumably on their migration north to 

mainland Europe. Again Cetti’s Warbler, Nightingale and Fan-tailed Warblers gave good views and our first 

Sardinian Warblers and Serins put in an appearance. Overhead Common Swift, Swallow and Sand and House 

Martins appeared to be moving through in reasonable numbers. 

 

After breakfast we set off with much anticipation and after collecting the ingredients for our picnic lunch we 

reached the car park at the bottom of the Bocquer Valley around 0930 hrs. Scanning the adjacent fields we saw 

Pied Flycatcher and Blackcap in the nearby Almond trees. As we set off towards the finca at the start of the path 

up the valley 2 Booted Eagles and a Red Kite came into view followed by a couple of Ravens that were to be 

present overhead throughout our visit. In the bottom of the valley good numbers of Crag Martin and Swallows 

were hawking for insects above the fig trees. The large rock at the entrance to the valley sported a resplendent 

Blue Rock Thrush which gave excellent views to all. This was our last sighting of this species for the day but 

another 4 were heard singing high on the valley sides as we advanced. Further sightings of Booted Eagle flying 

high over the valley ridges gave a day total of 8. Half way up the valley Bee-eaters were heard passing overhead 

on three occasions but not seen until Richard spotted the fourth group, a party of 40 rapidly moving north at 

high altitude.   

 

Reaching the end of the valley about 1200hrs we rapidly set up our picnic. During our repast Griffon Vulture 

and Peregrine Falcon provided entertainment as did a female Spanish Gatekeeper Butterfly. Nearby Liz 

discovered a single Dull Ophrys Orchid, a new species for this trip. Post lunch saw us searching for the elusive 

Balearic Warbler a much sought after species here. Fortune was on our side and one appeared on top of the 

vegetation for a few seconds before diving for cover. Luckily it repeated its act allowing all present to see this 

splendid Balearic endemic.  The return down the valley brought further butterfly sightings including Brimstone, 

Wall, Clouded Yellow and Swallowtail. Birds were not to be outdone with Sardinian Warbler, Wren and Serin 

particularly common, a lone male Cirl Bunting providing the avian highlight of the valley descent. A large bee 

buzzing around the gardens in front of the Finca was identified as a Violet Carpenter Bee. 

 

Once back at the vehicles we journeyed the 5 kms or so to the Albufereta Marsh where, after looking at the 

Mirror and Tongue Orchids near the old Roman Quarry, we walked to the viewing mound, and added to our 

sightings list Purple Gallinule, Black-winged Stilt, Redshank, Hoopoe,  Marsh Harrier and Osprey. Bird sound 

was provided by Corn Bunting, Serin and the usual Fan-tailed Warbler. Here a Southern Hawker Dragonfly put 

in an appearance as did Swallowtail, Clouded Yellow, Small White, Wall and Red Admiral Butterflies. Other 

flowers here included Arabian Star, Tassel Hyacinth, Star Clover and Three Cornered Leek. 
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Our first day was a success and had been filled with numerous good sightings and many species new to most of 

the group. Before our evening meal we met for a roll-call of sightings and Dave also outlined plans for the next 

day. After another splendid dinner we ventured to the lawn overlooking the marsh in the hope of seeing 

Eleanora’s Falcon as we had done in previous years (although we were a week earlier than previous trips).  No 

luck despite a number of bats flying within the hotel grounds, although the arrival of 6 Night Herons was a 

bonus.  

Day 3 Monday 18th April 

Cuber Reservoir and the LLuc Monastery Botanical Garden 

Weather: Sunny and warm with clear skies. 

Temperature was 18deg C in the mountains and 22 deg C at the coast 

Pre breakfast gathering in the hotel hide witnessed the pig-like calls of Water Rail, an influx of waders, including 

Black Winged Stilt, Green Sandpiper and Greenshank, and the usual Nightingale and Cetti’s Warbler welcome. 

Herons were well represented with Little Egrets, Purple Heron and 3 Night Herons. 3 Cormorants were perched 

in nearby trees and a couple of Marsh Harriers provided disturbance to the resident Mallard population. A 

female Redstart was our first passerine migrant for the day. 

 

After a good hearty breakfast we set off for the Tramuntana Mountains, collecting picnic food on the way. Both 

Balearic Woodchat and Southern Grey Shrikes were seen perched on wires during the drive. We stooped half 

way, at the bus pull-in at Escora and were fortunate to see both Black Vulture and Griffon Vulture souring over 

the ridge above us. Here Blackcap, Chaffinch, Blue Tit, Wren and Firecrest were heard or seen before we 

continued on to Cuber. Arriving at Cuber to a surprisingly empty car park the group quickly disembarked and 

located a group of Crossbills high in trees within the picnic area. Although Firecrests were heard none were seen 

at this stage. Commencing our walk about 1045 hrs the mountain ridges soon gave up another 2 Griffon 

Vultures and a pair of Black Vultures. Slowly progressing down the concrete road towards the dam a Tawny 

Pipit gave extremely confiding views, and both Whinchat and Stonechat put in appearances. A further scanning 

of the ridges produced a Booted Eagle and further vulture sightings, boosting the daily total to 6 Griffon and 4 

Black. Reaching the dam Iberian Water Frogs were seen together with a couple of Red-eared Terrapins. Bird 

species here included Nightingale, Blackcap, Pied Flycatcher, a splendid Wood Warbler and a majestic Black Kite 

dashing along the rocky valley side.  

 

On our approach to the quarry Liz located the tiny endemic Balearic Cyclamen, its white bloom thrilling our 

budding botanists. In the quarry the usual Loose Flowered Orchid was in bloom high up on a rocky ledge with 

Jerusalem Sage nearby. The remainder of the walk was not as productive, although the constant arrival of Yellow 

Legged Gulls brought a raft on the water numbering well over 1000 individuals. Ravens were well represented 

with at least 10 birds seen during our walk and both Blue Rock Thrush and Cirl Bunting were seen at this point. 

Lunch under the pines produced more excellent views of Crossbill and the usual party of Chaffinches, eager to 

mop up any discarded crumbs. Firecrest gave good views at last, enabling us to remount the vehicles for our 

return down the mountain towards Lluc. 
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Birdlife at the Monastery was quite disappointing although some of the group had excellent views of pale phase 

Booted Eagle just above their heads. Blackcap, Firecrest and Nightingale were the better species present in the 

botanical gardens which appear to have become rather neglected. Most of the ornamental ponds were dry and 

one Iberian Water Frog was found although a number of Wirlygig Beetles were present. Speckled Wood 

butterflies were present in the more open areas, as were a couple of Violet Carpenter Beetles. Most members of 

the group took advantage of the disappointing avian showing to either explore the monastery or to enjoy 

refreshments in the coffee bar. 

 

We left for home about 1700 hrs noting a splendid Balearic Shrike at the car park entrance and a couple of 

Southern Grey Shrikes on wires during the journey. A detour via the Puerto Pollensa sea front provided views of 

Shag and Audouin’s Gull on a small rocky island. Again the pre dinner meeting discussed the day’s events and 

those to come and the meal was again to a good standard.  Another great day was enjoyed by all. 

Day 4 Tuesday 19th April 

Formentor Peninsular (including Cap Formentor and lighthouse, Casas Vellas and 

Albercutx viewpoint) and a short afternoon visit to Albufereta Marsh  

Weather: Sunny and warm with occasional cloud at the Cap.  

Temperature: a high of 24 deg by mid afternoon 

The group met up at 0700hrs for the pre breakfast walk to the Torrent S’Albufereta.  A Short-toed Lark on the 

path and a female Northern Wheatear were welcome signs of overnight migration. This and the sight of 4 Marsh 

Harriers flying out over the bay towards Formentor and Spain beyond was surely an omen of things to come. 

 

After breakfast we set off to Formentor full of anticipation, arriving at the lighthouse around 1000hrs, before any 

of the usual throngs arrived. Setting up our scopes to search the sea for shearwaters we were distracted by a pair 

of Blue Rock Thrushes on the nearby cliff. Settling back to scan the sea it was not long before a group of 9 

Cory’s Shearwaters went by directly underneath our vantage point. Over the next hour another 20 or so were 

noted, often passing by close to the cliff base. Raptor passage was unusually poor, with just one unidentified dot 

way in the distance although a pair of Peregrine Falcons raised our spirits with a joint aerial display above the 

lighthouse. Large numbers of Painted Lady butterflies were congregating at the point before heading out to sea 

towards the Spanish mainland and beyond. 

 

Leaving the Cap about 1130 hrs we made a laborious drive, due to hundreds of cars and cycles heading for the 

lighthouse, back along the peninsular towards Cases Vellas. On arrival the fig fields looked particularly quiet and 

then migrants began to appear. Up to 3 Pied Flycatcher and 8 Redstart were feeding in the fig trees, while 3 

Northern Wheatears, 5 Meadow Pipits and 3 Yellow Wagtails fed on the cultivated ground below.  Scrutiny of 

the wagtails revealed 2 of the race iberiae and a single of the race flava, Blue Headed Wagtail. Resident species 

here included good numbers of Crossbill, singing Firecrests and a couple of coveys of Red-legged Partridges. A 

Song Thrush feeding in with the Pipits was obviously a leftover from the winter. Just as lunch was calling our 

much anticipated raptor passage arrived, the northern ridge producing a group of 5 Honey Buzzards, 5 Booted 

Eagles, an Osprey and a Red Kite. Butterflies here included Clouded Yellow and Large White and our only lizard 

of the trip, a Moorish Gecko, was found by Eunice.  
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We moved on couple of miles down the road and while Alan and Dave set up the picnic many of the group 

discovered a grassy area with large numbers of Mirror and Small-flowered Tongue Orchids. They also found a 

number of butterflies including, Clouded Yellow and Swallowtail. Post lunch provided another Booted Eagle on 

the ridge and a couple of Southern Hawker Dragonflies. Leaving the picnic area about 1440 hrs were we parked 

at a busy Albercutx viewpoint some 10 minutes later. Here Crag Martins were flying to and fro just below the 

vantage point wall and at least 4 Blue Rock Thrushes were seen or heard, one male giving super views on a rocky 

pinnacle just a few metres below us. Looking down to the sea there seemed to be a commotion on the surface, 

probably fish, which attracted the attention of a good number of Yellow-legged Gulls, a single Shag and 

surprisingly 2 Great Crested Grebes. Our time here was up but not before a pair of Red-legged Partridges flew 

by landing in the base of the valley. 

 

Leaving the viewpoint at 1530, we dropped Mary and Eunice off in Puerto Pollentia for a spot of sight seeing, 

before making our 2nd brief visit to the Albufereta Marsh. Here things were similar to our previous visit although 

Squacco Heron, Greenshank, Green Sandpiper, Redshank, Ruff and Spotted Redshank were new in.  Butterflies 

were represented by Swallowtail, Red Admiral and Small Copper, and at least 3 Black Tailed Skimmer 

Dragonflies were noted. Our return to the hotel included our usual pre dinner meeting and another fine repast. 

Day 5 Wednesday 20th April 

Parc Natural de S’albufera de Mallorca 

Weather: Cloudy but bright, calm, with sunshine breaking through late afternoon. Warm. 

Temperature: A high of 20 deg C 

They day started rather cool and dull but undeterred our pre breakfast gathering in the hotel hide produced 

sightings of 4 Purple Herons, one no more than 15 metres in front of the hide wrestling with an eel before 

swallowing it whole. With just one camera in attendance Mike was given the responsibility of recording the event 

and he did just great with one full frame image being particularly stunning. Again Cetti’s Warbler and Nightingale 

were seen and heard and up to 4 Water Rails ‘squeeled’ to alert us of their presence. 

 

After breakfast we made our usual daily shopping stop for picnic provisions then continued through Alcudia to 

the S’Albufera Reserve. Taking up the last two car parking spaces we entered the reserve just after 0930 hrs, 

steadily ambling down the access driveway towards the distant visitor centre. Along the river the egret colony 

was soon in view with large numbers of Cattle and Little Egrets vying for roosting/nesting sites. Also in 

attendance were a number of Night Herons and at least 3 Squacco Herons. Mallard, Gadwall and Red Crested 

Pochard were present in good numbers as were Cetti’s Warbler and Fan-tailed Warbler. Further along we 

stopped to search for Moustached Warbler, a target species for many of the group. Although a number were 

heard singing just a couple of brief views were obtained by a minority of those present. Here Great Reed 

Warbler was also in voice and luckily in view as well. Continuing along the raised boardwalk we were inundated 

with the calls of Iberian Water Frog and had good views of Purple Gallinule and Common Tern from this 

elevated structure. After booking in at the visitor centre we looked over the Sa Roca meadow area to discover 4 

Stone Curlews, a Balearic Woodchat Shrike and at least one Hoopoe. The nearby Sa Rocs hide was soon 

accommodating the group and provided super views of Great White Egret, Marbled Teal, Little Ringed and 

Kentish Plovers, 3 Little Stints, Black Winged Stilts by the truckload and a superb grounded Collared Pratincole.  
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Leaving the hide we wandered along to the observation hill where a panoramic view of the whole reserve is 

obtained. Here 12 Purple Gallinules were in view at the same time and a number of Marsh Harriers were 

quartering the vast reed-beds. Unfortunately our banker Great Reed Warbler was absent in the nearby reed-bed 

although Red-knobbed Coot did appear in the adjacent pond. It was now lunch time so we made our way to the 

picnic spot only to find that the tables had been removed. Undeterred we used a bench seat to display the picnic 

and sat on steps near the interpretation centre to consume it. Adjacent to the picnic area were a number of Bee 

Orchids and a few plants of Dull Ophrys, all protected in wire mesh compounds. 

 

After lunch we ventured to the Bishop 1 hide in search of more goodies. Crossing the canal good numbers of 

both Coot and Red-knobbed Coot were in view. Arriving in the hide our attention was immediately drawn to a 

flock of some 40 Spotted Redshanks, a couple of Dunlin, a single Curlew Sandpiper and our only Curlew of the 

trip.  Wildfowl here included Red Crested Pochard in good numbers, Pochard, Teal, Shoveler and a superb drake 

Garganey. A Common Snipe and small group of Cormorants added extra interest. Next on the agenda was 

Bishop 2 hide. Here it was quieter then the last hide but it gave stunningly close views of a number of Cattle 

Egrets all well coloured in their breeding finery. 

 

It was now time to head back to the vehicles, the late afternoon sun encouraging a Holly Blue and 8 Speckled 

Wood butterflies to emerge. We again scanned the reed beds for Moustached Warbler to no avail but did spot a 

couple of Blue-tailed Damselflies in the process. Flowers along the way included - Small-flowered Tongue 

Orchid, Dense-flowered Orchid, Spiny-tailed Buttercup, Greater Knapweed and Pale Bugloss. 

 

Our pre dinner meeting had much to discuss after such a wonderful day, but it was not over as we arranged to 

search for Scops Owl after another splendid meal. Meeting at the vehicles we had a White Wagtail near the hotel 

tennis courts, before our short journey to the avenue of pines at the bottom of the Bocquer Valley. Arriving here 

about 2045 hrs we had just 15 minutes to wait before it got dark. Nothing was seen or heard so a decision was 

made to play the Scops Owl call in an attempt to lure one to us. Nothing seemed to be happening, then all of a 

sudden a bird flew along the nearby by-pass road to the Bocquer Valley car park and out of sight. Much 

discussion regarding its identity was in progress when it returned to perch on an illuminated road sign. From its 

size, perching jizz, and streaky/striated plumage it was undoubtedly a Long-eared Owl - a new bird for the 

Naturetrek checklist. What an end to a great day! 

 

Day 6 Thursday 21st April 

South of Mallorca – Salinas de Levante and Cap de Salinas 

Weather: Overcast and hazy with a moderate easterly breeze.  Showers 1500 -1600hrs 

while visiting the Cap. 

Temperature: a maximum of 20 deg C 

With a dull misty start to the day our pre breakfast bird-watch from the hotel hide was rather uneventful as most 

species tended to stay in cover as a result of the fresh easterly breeze that was blowing in off the sea. The 

highlight during our time here was a couple of bats, probably Daubenton’s, feeding off the surface of the pond 

in front of the hide. Egrets were well represented with a group of 25 leaving the nearby overnight roost to feed 

on the surrounding farmland.   
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Such was our enthusiasm that the pull of breakfast had us closing the hide shutters 10 minutes earlier than 

normal. This obviously did the trick as no sooner had the last shutter bolt been slammed shut then an Eleanora’s 

Falcon flew overhead no more than 6 metres above the hide. The dash to open the shutters again was amazing, 

the reward being good views of the bird as it carried on south towards Alcudia. 

Another good breakfast was consumed before we made or way to the vehicles for our lengthy drive to the south 

of the island. The rural roads in the centre of the island were again blessed with large numbers of Corn Buntings, 

the occasional power line perching Shrike and a smattering of Thekla Larks. Our usual half-way stop provided 

good views of Thekla Lark in addition to Short-toed Lark, Stone Curlew and Balearic Woodchat Shrike.  

Overhead throughout our journey was a never ending procession of Common Swifts, steadily moving in a 

northerly direction.  The road-side verges were full of wild flowers with Wild Gladiola and Crimson Clover being 

particularly common. 

Reaching the Salinas around 1130hrs, we were immediately welcomed by the sight and sound of a particularly 

large Turkey which unfortunately was not on our agenda.  The water levels in the Salinas were quite high which 

detracted from they suitability for the smaller wading birds. The larger species Black Winged Stilt and Avocet 

were present in good numbers and Redshank and Greenshank provided a hand-full each. One suitable pan held 

Kentish and Little Ringed Plovers and a splendid Wood Sandpiper. Carrying on into the Salinas a group of 4 

Greater Flamingos were feeding in the distance and our first Black-headed Gulls flew by. Water Rails were 

calling all along the main track so it was a bonus when Stuart located one scurrying across a nearby pan.  

Lunch beckoned so we hurried back to our transport, pausing briefly on the way for a couple of rabbits and our 

only butterfly of the day, Large White. The flora in this area included Squirting Cucumber, Bermuda Buttercup 

and the Blue Hound’s-tongue, a plant that was seen throughout the week on both stony and sandy places. Our 

picnic, held overlooking the pools west of the salt works, was interrupted briefly by a fly-past of 3 Greater 

Flamingos and the sighting of 3 Curlew Sandpipers in the distance. Here Shelduck and Avocet were quite 

numerous, and the surrounding field held an abundance of poppies. 

Before leaving for the Cap we made a brief sortie along the road where 4 Turnstones were scurrying about 

feeding in the waters edge foam, whipped up by the continuing breeze. During our drive to the Cap and its 

lighthouse the weather changed for the worst and steady rain started to fall. Uncaring, we donned our rain-gear 

and assembled on the rocky foreshore scanning the sea for likely seabirds. First to appear was an Audouin’s Gull 

which landed on a wall just a few metres away. It stayed there throughout our visit giving many of the group 

ample photographic opportunities. Next to appear was a distant Balearic Shearwater passing along the surface of 

the sea at the edge of the now approaching mist. Numerous sightings of this species, although distant, frustrated 

the group as they struggled to get good views. Then, as if by magic, one individual drifted slowly by no more 

than 50 metres away giving everyone excellent views of its diagnostic under-wing markings. The usual Yellow-

legged Gull presence was noted here together with the occasional Cormorant flyby.  Deciding that we were wet 

enough we returned to the vehicles for our drive back to our base.  

Leaving the Cap around 1605hrs the rain ceased and we soon encountered birds on the roadside, with Red-

legged Partridge and Stone Curlew joining our day list before many of the passengers pretended to sleep.   

Making good progress we were back at the hotel by 1740hrs well in time for our meal that was pre-booked for 

1830. With such an early repast we held the roll-call afterwards and while consuming a particularly fine tasting 

coffee confirmed that the day had been yet another success. 
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Day 7 Friday 22nd April 

Southern end of Albufera Marsh – Old Salt Pans, Depuradora and ‘Old Pine’ walk  

Weather: Misty, damp and drizzly start to the day after heavy overnight rain.  Torrential 

shower mid morning then sunny and warm for the rest of the day. Light to moderate 

easterly breeze.. 

Temperature: 23 deg C during a pleasant afternoon 

The day dawned dull, damp and drizzly so we had little option other than to spend the pre breakfast get together 

in the shelter of the hotel hide. There was a little more to see than the previous day with Cetti’s Warbler, 

Nightingale and Sardinian Warblers all active around the nearby Tamarisk scrub. A group of 70 Little Egrets flew 

over after leaving a nearby roost and a second pair of Coot joined the resident pair that occupied a nest in from 

of the hide. Marsh Harriers were evident with 5 quartering the marsh, a couple appearing to depart to the north, 

but despite hanging on for yesterdays Eleanora’s Falcon it did not appear.  

 

After breakfast we made our way to the southern end of the S’Albufera reserve, calling to pick up picnic 

provisions on the way. Arriving and disembarking at the old salt pans, named Ses Salinetes on the new reserve 

leaflet, we were watching Red Crested Pochard, Coot, Gadwall and Black Winged Stilts when torrential rain hit 

us. Luckily we were only 50 metres or so from the vehicles so could rush back there for shelter. The half hour 

storm subsided to leave an ever clearing sky and sunshine which continued for the remainder of the day. 

Recommencing our walk, our attention was drawn to a small warbler shape in the reeds which then came out to 

give views down about 5 metres. It was a Moustached Warbler and surprisingly in the next 400 metres we saw 5 

more and heard 5 others singing - not bad when we had struggled to see one just two days earlier! A couple of 

Great Reed Warblers also put in an appearance here as did a Night Heron, two Marbled Teal and a pair of 

Purple Gallinule with two youngsters. Reaching the end of the track we were shocked to see the usual rough ex-

sand quarry fenced off and the whole area scraped flat and vegetation free. In the past this area has been full of 

wild flowers and was a breeding area for Bee-eater, Tawny Pipit and Corn Bunting. Undeterred our botanists 

scanned the path-side vegetation to discover Butterfly Orchid, more Small-flowed Tongue Orchids, Small-

flowered Melilot, Mallow, Tassel Hyacinth and Three-cornered Leek amongst a variety of blooms. On the open 

area Stuart brought our attention to a Brown Hare sprinting across the now barren landscape, the first time this 

species had be recorded on one of Dave and Alan’s trips. Retracing our steps back to the vehicles we were 

entertained by 3 Balearic Woodchat Shrikes on the overhead wires, a tiny Iberian Water Froglet hopping across 

the path and a pair of Marsh Harriers over the S’Illot reed bed. 

 

Driving around to the Depuradors , we had close views of a Tawny Pipit on the roadside fence, adjacent to the 

usual tame Ostrich and reaching the viewing platform we scanned the unusually large group of wildfowl to 

record groups of Shelduck, Pochard, Gadwall, Red Crested Pochard and Mallard and singles of Garganey and 

Wigeon. Surprisingly there were no terns and only two species of wader, Green and Common Sandpiper. Roger 

then hit a purple patch, discovering Pied Flycatcher in a nearby pine tree and then shouting Collared Pratincole 

as two flew briefly above our heads, their forked tails prominently on display. Marsh Harriers appeared to be 

evenly spread over the reeds and both Peregrine and Osprey sauntered by.  Butterflies in the hedgerow below us 

included Wall Brown, Speckled Wood and Painted Lady and herons were well represented by Purple Heron and 

both Cattle and Little Egrets. 
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As Dave and Alan prepared the picnic lunch the group continued scanning from their elevated perch acquiring 

Booted Eagle and Cuckoo for the list, both courtesy of Richard’s scrutiny of the sky. Just as the post picnic clear-

up was underway much excitement erupted from the platform when a large bird of prey appeared. Dashing up 

the steps to view its arrival it didn’t take long to identify this huge raptor as a Golden Eagle. It was then attacked 

by a pair of Ravens who eventually forced it down into a pine tree in the Old Pines area of the reserve. Luckily 

this area was on the agenda for our afternoon walk so it was pleasing to see the Ravens still in the pines when we 

arrived there. Within a couple of minutes the Golden Eagle flew around the tops of the trees pursued by the 

Ravens, it then alighted on the very top of a pine giving the group superb views about 200 metres away. What a 

sight, it took us ages to become tired of watching this huge raptor. In fact we didn’t move until the bird had 

dropped into the trees and out of sight. 

 

Despite the excitement within the group we still had enough energy left to discover a stand of Bog Orchids and 

the strength to ascend the nearby lookout platform where Squacco Heron and Purple Gallinule were in view, 

together with Blue-tailed Damselfly and Migrant Hawker and Black-tailed Skimmer dragonflies. A short walk to 

the edge of the pines brought Bee Orchid and Bog Orchid to the fore and a Wryneck discovered by Phyllida. 

.During our return to the vehicles the Golden Eagle flew by with the Ravens in attendance, but this time it 

continued and seemed to leave the area. Just before we reached the Mallorcan-style gate, which took some 

climbing over, 5 Hoopoes, a pair of Northern Wheatear and singles of Turtle Dove and Meadow Pipit were 

observed. The return journey to the hotel was full of chatter regarding the once in a lifetime eagle experience and 

it was a wonderful end to a fabulous weeks birding. Again the hotel laid out a wonderful banquet which was 

followed by our final group roll-call. 

Day 8 Saturday 23rd April 

Return journey to Palma Airport 

Weather: Sunny and bright start to the day, but become cloudy towards the airport. A 

heavy shower broke just after arriving at the airport. 

Temperature: Around 20 deg C 

With our scheduled departure from the hotel set at 0730 hrs there was no time for an early morning walk so we 

loaded up the vans and had an early breakfast after prior negotiation with the hotel management. The roads were 

surprisingly quiet, enabling us to reach the airport in good time for everyone to make their flights and for Dave 

and Alan to return the vehicles before checking in. Highlights from the bus was a field full of about 40 Cattle 

Egret, a flyover Cormorant and the usual Ostriches and Emus in the roadside farm between Pollensa and Inca. 

Everyone had admitted to having a wonderful time, the Naturetrek ‘virgins’ were thrilled with discovering a new 

holiday experience, and the regulars were happy that the experience matched up with previous trips. All the 

clients saw birds and flowers new to them and everyone had formed new friendships by the end of the trip. At 

the initial welcome meeting Dave had asked if anyone had any target species for the holiday. Most people replied 

that they would be happy to see anything. Roger had stated that he had 5 targets, Balearic Warbler, Balearic 

Shearwater, Black Vulture, Moustached Warbler and Great Snipe. We didn’t get Great Snipe, nor did we expect 

to, but 4 out of 5 is a good result. Despite a little bit of unsettled weather it had not spoiled what had been a 

marvellous trip, and don’t forget the Golden Eagle a new bird for the Naturetrek Mallorca trip list Wow! Thanks 

to all for a wonderful week and for your companionship. 
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Species Lists 

Birds (H = heard only) 

      April 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   1   2    1    

2 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus      2   1      

3 Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea      29         

4 Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus          15     

5 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo   1 4 1  5  5  2  1 

6 Shag P. aristotelis   2  3       

7 Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax  7 3 1 5 1 2  

8 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides      1 3    1    

9 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 5  5 1 8 20  35 20 40  

10 Little Egret Egretta garzetta 10 20 12 20 30 20 80 6 

11 Great White Egret E. alba     1    

12 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   2 1  6 1 1    

13 Purple Heron A. purpurea 2  2 2 1 8  2 4   

14 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber           7     

15 Shelduck T. tadorna        5  30 50   

16 Wigeon Anas penelope       1  

17 Gadwall A. strepera 2       10   20   

18 Teal A. crecca     2    

19 Mallard A. platyrhynchos 25 35 15 25 40 30 30 4 

20 Gargany A. querquedula     1  1  

21 Shoveler A. clypeata        2       

22 Marbled Teal Marmaronetta anguistirostris     3  2  

23 Red - crested Pochard Netta rufina   2   20    30   

24 Pochard Aythya ferina         3   15   

25 Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus       5         

26 Black Kite Milvus nigrans   1      

27 Red Kite M. milvus   1    1        

28 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus   1   6           

29 Black Vulture Aegypius monachus     4          

30 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 2 4 3 4 12 5 15  

31 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus   8 3  6      1    

32 Osprey Pandion haliaetus  2 1   1 1    2   

33 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos       1  

34 Kestrel Falco. tinnunculus 1 4 1  2 1 7 3 1  

35 Eleonora's Falcon F. eleonorae       1    

36 Peregrine F. peregrinus   1   3      1  

37 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa      7   12   

38 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 1H   3H    7H 1+ 14H 3H  

39 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus  5 4 4  6 8 10 5   

40 Purple Gallinule Porphyrio porphyrio   3    15    7   

41 Coot Fulica atra 1  5 1 10 40  2 15   

42 Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata        25       

43 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus  2 25 4 15  50 50 10 5 

44 Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta           50     

45 Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus       4  5     

46 Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola          1  2    

47 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius  2  1 2 4 6  2 4   



Mallorca Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     June 11 11 
 

      April 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

48 Ringed Plover C. hiaticula       1        

49 Kentish Plover C. alexandrinus 6     4 20  16    

50 Little Stint C. minuta        4        

51 Curlew Sandpiper C. ferruginea        1  3      

52 Dunlin C. alpina        2        

53 Ruff Philomachus pugnax       1         

54 Common Snipe Gallinaqgo gallinago     1    

55 Curlew Numenius arquata     1    

56 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus    1 40    

57 Common Redshank T. totanus H   3 1  3 2  5    

58 Greenshank T. nebularia     1  3 3  2     

59 Green Sandpiper T. ochropus 1 2 3 1 1  1  

60 Wood Sandpiper T. glareola           1    

61 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos  1    1  3  4   

62 Turnstone Arenaria interpres           4     

63 Black-headed Gull L. ridibundus          9 1   

64 Slender-billed Gull Lgenei  5     1  

65 Audouin's Gull L. audouinii 1 3 2 1  2  6     

66 Yellow-legged Gull L. cachinnans 6 25 1000 200 20 50 25 25 

67 Lesser Black-backed Gull L.fuscus graellsii   1             

68 Common Tern S. hirundo        8       

69 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus        1      

70 (Feral) Rock Dove Columba livia Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

71 Wood Pigeon C. palumbus 3 20 6 15 20 15 15  

72 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto  2 1 1  1  3 4   

73 Turtle Dove S. turtur             1   

74 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus       1  

75  Long-eared Owl Asio otus     1    

76 Common Swift A. apus 30 30 20 25 15 500 300 12 

77 Bee-eater Merops apiaster   40          

78 Hoopoe Upupa epops  3  4 2   6   

79 Wryneck Jynx torquilla       1  

80 Short-toed lark Calandrella brachydactyla       1    7    

81 Thekla Lark Galerida theklae           7     

82 Sand Martin Riparia riparia   10  10  6 2  2   20   

83 Crag Martin Hirundo rupestris   20 4 12         

84 Swallow H. rustica 30 20 30 50 6 50 50 6 

85 House Martin Delichon urbica   10  6 1     3   

86 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris      1      1    

87 Meadow Pipit A.pratensis    5   1  

88 Spanish Yellow Wagtail Motocilla flava iberiae 4  8 4 5 3 5 2   

89 Blue-headed Wagtail M. flava flava      1          

90 White Wagtail M.alba alba    1     

91 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   2+8H 5H 1+4H     1   

92 Nightingale Luscinia magarhynchos 3H 1+3H 2+3H 2+2H 1+4H 4H 2+2H H 

93 Common Redstart Phoenicurus. phoenicurus    1f 8          

94 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra   2 3     

95 Stonechat S. torquata 6 10 1  6  12 10  1 

96 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe    3 2  2  

97 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola. solitarius   1+5H 1+1H 4         

98 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos    1     
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      April 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

99 Blackbird T. merula 10 10 10 5 4 20 10 4 

100 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti 3+3H 4+6H 6+4H 5H 4 
6+ 

14H 
4+6H 4H 

101 Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis 4 6 3 3 6 5 6 H 

102 Moustached Warbler Acrocephalus melanopogon        3    5+7H   

103 Reed Warbler A. scirpacaus     H    

104 Great Reed Warbler A. arundinaceus        2+5H    1+1H   

105 Balearic Warbler S. balearica   1             

106 Sardinian Warbler S. melanocephala  25  1 3 5 3  

107 Blackcap S.atricapilla   1   5          

108 Wood Warbler P. sibilatrix    4   2       

109 Chiffchaff P. collybita               1H 

110 Willow Warbler P. trochilus       1     

111 Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus     6+4H  2H        

112 Spotted Flycatcher Musicapa striata    1       

113 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula. hypoleuca   3 1 4      2   

114 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus     5  1  1       

115 Great Tit P. major 1  2H 1 3 4+6H 2 4   

116 Balearic Woodchat Shrike L. senator badius 1   2   1  1 5   

117 Southern Grey Shrike L.meridionalis   2    4     

118 Raven Corvus corax 1  4  12  5    1  2    

119 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 10 50 50 20 25 50 50 20 

120 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   2  30  15        

121 Serin Serinus serinus 20 30 4 6  2 8 6 1 

122 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 10 10 6 18 10 12 15 2 

123 Goldfinch C. carduelis 1 2 5 2  3 10 10 1  

124 Linnet C. cannabina   1 2 2   4 10   

125 Crossbill Loxia curvirostra   6  7          

126 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus   1 1  1         

127 Reed Bunting E.schoeniclus 1    2    

128 Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra   5 2 3    75 6   

Orchids 

Mirror Orchid Ophrys speculum – c15 in bloom near and in the old roman quarry at S’Albufereta and up to 40         

seen near the picnic site at Formentor. 

Small-flowered Tongue Orchid Serapias parviflors  - Quite common, seen in good numbers in the hotel 

overflow car park, and at S’Albufereta, Formentor and S’Albufera on both visits. 

Bumblebee Orchid Ophrys bombyflora – 10 near the reception centre at S’Albufera. 

Bee Orchid Ophrys apifera – Just 2 blooms near the Old Pines at S’Albufera 

Bug Orchid Orchis conophora – Quite common, at least 40 noted at the southern end of S’Albufera. 

Bog Orchid Orchis Palustris – About 25 blooms at the southern end Of the S’Albufera reserve. 

Loose-flowered Orchid Orchis laxiflora – A single bloom was found high up on the rock face in the quarry at 

Cuber. 

Dense-flowered Orchid Orchis maculate – One in bloom along the access road to the S’Albfera Reserve. 

Butterfly Orchid Orchis papilonacea – 3 blooms discovered at the end of the track from the Ses Salinas at the 

southern end of S’Albufera. 

Dull Ophrys (Dark Bee Orchid) – A single bloom was found near our picnic site in the Bocquer Valley. 
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Butterflies 

Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus – A single observed at Albufereta on 20th. 

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui – Obvious migration, with 20 in off the sea at Cap Formentor on 19th and singles 

at Cuber on 18th and south S’Albufera on the 22nd. 

Clouded Yellow Coliass crocea – 2 along the Bocquer Valley on 17th,  6 at Formentor on 19th and a single at the 

southern end of S’Albufera on 22nd. 

Brimstone Gonapteryx mamni – A single in the Bocquer Valley on the 17th. 

Cleopatra G. Cleopatra – A single reported from Lluc Monastery on 18th. 

Swallowtail Papilio machaon – A single near the Bocquer Valley finca on the 17th, 2 at S’Albufereta on 17th, 1 at 

Cuber on 18th, 2 at Casas Vellas  and 2 at S’Albufereta on 19th and a single near the Old Pines at S’Albufera on 

22nd. 

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta – Singles noted near Torrent S’Albufereta on 16th, in the Boquer Valley on 17th, at 

S’Albufereta on 19th and at the southern end of S’Albufera on the 22nd. 

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria – fairly common, with 2 at S’Albufereta on 17th, 5 at Lluc Monastery on 18th, 8 at 

S’Albufera on 20th and 6 there on the 22nd. 

Small White Pieris rapae – 2 at the bottom of the Bocquer Valley, on the 17th. 

Large White P. Brassicae – Singles noted at Casas Vellas on 19th and at the Salinas on 21st. 

Small Copper Lycaen phlaeas – A single seen at Casas Vellas, on 19th. 

Wall Brown Lasiommata megera – Reasonable numbers, with 5 in the Bocquer Valley on the 17th, 4 at Cuber on 

18th and 4 at the southern end of the S’Abufera on 22nd. 

Adonis Blue Lysandra bellargus ceronus – A single specimen in the Bocquer Valley, on the 17th. 

Common Blue Polyammatus icarus – one seen on the Cuber trip on the 18th. 

Spanish Gatekeeper Pyronia Bathseba – A female near our picnic site in the Bocquer Valley on the 17th.  

Dragonflies 

Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans – recorded at Albufera with 2 seen on 20th and a single on the 22nd. 

Black-tailed Skimmer Orthatron cancellatum – 3 at S’Albufereta on the 19th and a single near the waterworks, 

SAlbufera on 22nd on 1st at Albufera 

Migrant Hawker Aeshna Mixta – One near the waterworks at S’Albufera, on the 22nd. 

Southern Hawker A. Cyanea – One at the Bocquer Valley on 17th , and 2 near the Formentor picnic area on the 

19th.  

Reptiles and Amphibians 

Iberian Water Frog  Rana perezi  heard daily from the hotel’s ornamental ponds and very vocal, suggesting large 

numbers, at Albufera., especially on our visit of the 20th. Also seen and heard at Cuber and the Lluc Monastery 

on the 18th, but only in small numbers. A small froglet on the path by the Ses Salinas at S’Albufera on 22nd was 

probably produced in 2010. 

Red Eared Terrapin  Trechemys scripta – 2 in the pools below the dam at Cuber on the 18th.  

Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica - 1 on the wall at Casas Vellas, on the 19th. 

Mammals 

Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculu -  5 seen from the vehicles during or journey to the south of the island on 21st and 2 at 

the Salinas on arrival. 

Brown Rat  Rattus norvegicus -  A half grown youngster in the car park at Cuber on 18th.  
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Brown Hare Lepus europaeus – One ran across recently cleared ground at the southern end of S’Albufera on 22nd. 

Bat sp. - Up to 10 or more, of 2 different sizes, seen daily at dusk in the hotel grounds.  “ feeding over the water 

in front of the hotel hide at first light on 21st may well have been Daubenton’s.  

Vole sp. - One ran into the road on our return from Cuber on the 18th. 

Insects 

Firebug - seen at the Salinas on the 21st. 

Violet Carpenter Bee Xylocopa violacea – One near the Bocquer Finca on 17th,  2 at Lluc on 18th and another 

single at S’Albufera on the 20th. 

White-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lucorum – Quite common at Casas Vellas on 19th.  Just a single near our picnis 

site in S’Albufera on 22nd. 

Whirligig Beetle - Common  in the ponds at Lluc Monestary, on 18th. 

Pill Millipede Otlomelis marginata – half a dozen or so noted on both visits to the S’Albufera reserve, on 20th and 

22nd. 

Firebug – A single seen on the Salinas footpath system on the 21st. 

Flowers 

List largely compiled by Elizabeth Spray : 

Squirting Cucumber Echallium elaterium – present at the Salinas. 

Balearic St Johm’s Wort  Hypericum Baleacricum –this endemic plant found along the Boquer Valley 

Bermuda Buttercup Oxalis pes-caprae – another species seen at the Salinas. 

Sibthorpia Africana – located in the Bocquer valley, but not in bloom. 

Balearic Cyclamen Cyclamen balearica – One plant of this endemic found at Cuber Reservoir. 

Jerusalem Sage  Phlomis fruhcosa – In bloom at Cuber. 

Spiny-fruited Buttercup Ranunculus muricatus – Noted at the S’Albufera. 

Crimson Clover Trifolium incarnatum – Common along the road sides during our drive south. 

Star of Bethlehem Ornithogalum arabicum – common at S’Albufereta and S’Albufera. 

Greater Knapweed Centaurea scabiosa – noted at S’Albufera. 

Pale Bugloss Echium italicum – recorded at both S’Albufera and S’Albufereta. 

Blue Hound’s-tongue  Cynoglossum creticum – common on stony/sand places. 

Common Poppy Pavaver rhoeas – abundant at the Salinas and in fields near the waterworks at S’Albufera. 

Hedgehog Plant Astragalus balearicus – common along the Bocquer Valley footpath. 

Star Clover Trifollium stellatum – in flower on waste ground adjacent to the hotel. 

Common  Asphodel   Asphadelus aestivus – abundant in all stony/rocky areas. 

Field Gladioli Gladiolus italicus – particularly common in fields in the centre of the island. 

Balearic Horse-shoe Vetch Hippocrepis balearicus – Fairly common in the Bocquer Valley and at Cuber. A 

species endemic to the Balearic Islands. 

Dwarf Palm Chamaerops humilis – This plant, Europe’s only native palm is common in the Bocquer Valley. 
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The following species were all recorded during our visit to the southern end of S’Albufera on the 22nd: 

Small-flowered Melilot Melilotus indica 

Mallow Malva cretica 

Fennel Feoniculumvugare 

Tassel Hyacynth Muscari comosum 

Wild Madder rubia peregrine 

Thre-cornered Leek Allium triquetrum 

Pink Convolvulus Convolvulus cantabrica 

Creeping Cinquefoil Potentilla reptans 

White Mignonette Reseda alba 

Rose Garlic Allium roseum 

Wild Teasel   Dipsacus fullonum 

Broomrape  Orobanche sp. 

Other interesting sightings: 

European Eel Anguilla Anguilla – One captured and devoured by a Purple Heron in front of the hotel hide on 

the 20th. 

Pine Processionary Moth Thaumetopoea pityocampa – hundreds of nests of this wood land damaging species were 

in the pines adjacent to the roman quarry at S’Albufera.   

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

