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Tour Leader:    Dave Smith 

Alan Miller 

 

Participants:    Elizabeth Fish 

    Rita Irving 

    Jennifer Meier 

    David Wooldridge 

    Brendan Ryan 

    Norma Howden 

    Jean Turner 

    John Turner 

    David Albiston 

    Joanna Hulme 

    Charlie Hulme 

    Archie Simpson 

Tour Summary: 

Spring birding is always a joy, especially in the Mediterranean after a UK winter. We saw early breeders busy with 

a young family to feed; we listened to many birds in full voice; and there was the anticipation of migrants passing 

through on their way north. No two years are the same and, for the Mallorca Spring Birding tour 2015, this was 

true. We found the island greener than usual and the water levels higher than normal for this time of year. Whilst 

this suggested a wet early season, our weather was perfect with mostly sun and clear skies. There was no need for 

waterproofs as the only dampness we saw was a short shower whilst travelling which didn’t even wet the ground! 

In all, we recorded 123 bird species which is above average for this tour, however the abundance of some species 

was lower than normal. Some of the highlights included Cinereous and Griffon Vultures in the mountains, a 

Golden Eagle dwarfing four Marsh Harriers as they thermalled over S’Albufera marsh, excellent views of 

Nightingale a metre above our heads singing for all it was worth, Bee-eaters bubbling away and displaying, and 

the constant bird song around the hotel from Cetti’s Warblers, Sardinian Warblers, Greenfinches and Serins. 

Thanks must go to all ‘Group’ members for working together to make it a productive, enjoyable and rewarding 

week on a lovely island. 

Day 1 Saturday 18th April 

UK - Palma Airport – Pollença Bay & Hotel: Dry, warm & windy with hazy sunshine 

Group members set out from various UK regional airports with high hopes for a week’s spring birding on 

Mallorca. Our flights from London Gatwick, Manchester and Newcastle landed within an hour of each other, 

and the group was completed when, at the airport, we were joined by three members who were already on the 

island.  

 

By the time we were all assembled it was lunch time so we adjourned to Café Oasis, the newly refurbished 

Cafeteria Parking from previous years, for a drink and sandwich. Once refreshed, we collected our minibuses and 

were soon on the road, heading to our hotel base in the north-east of the island. First sightings were far from 

inspirational but, for completeness, we did record the ubiquitous House Sparrow and a Blackbird at the airport.  
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Our route initially headed towards Palma then turned right, eventually heading north-east across the island to the 

opposite coast. En route a few birds were spotted including Yellow-legged Gull, Stonechat, Cattle Egret and a 

total of five Kestrels. There were several Swallows and a Swift hawking insects, as we turned left on the outskirts 

of Alcudia. We followed Pollença Bay towards Port de Pollença (Puerto Pollensa) and our home for the week, 

the Pollentia Club Resort, ideally located on the coast road, overlooking Pollença Bay and backing onto 

S’Albufereta Marsh.  

  

After checking-in and finding our rooms, being reunited with optics and abandoning baggage, we set off on an 

orientation tour of the hotel grounds.  It was good to get our first taste of Mediterranean birdwatching. In the 

bay we saw several Cory’s Shearwaters and it was good to watch their typical flight: shearing on stiff wings. We 

listened to the explosive call of Cetti’s Warbler, the zitting of Zitting Cisticola (Fan-tailed Warbler), and the 

scolding rattle of Sardinian Warbler. New birds were quickly being added to our trip list, including Redstart, 

Greenfinch, Goldfinch and Chiffchaff. On the ground next to the hotel, we stopped to look at the Small-

flowered Tongue Orchids. Coming back along the boundary overlooking the marsh, we saw Black-winged Stilt, 

Wood Sandpiper, Greenshank, and a Purple Heron in flight whilst, in the tamarisk, we spotted Sardinian Warbler 

and Willow Warbler. A few continued to the hotel hide where a couple of Marsh Harriers were seen.  

 

At 6pm we reconvened at Bar Triton, located between our rooms and the restaurant, where Dave and Alan 

talked over our prospects for the week ahead, before we adjourned to the restaurant and enjoyed a splendid 

evening meal with the atmosphere buzzing in anticipation of the week to come. 

Day 2 Sunday 19th April 

Bocquer Valley and S’Albufereta Marsh: Cloudy morning, bright/ sunny afternoon; breezy 

Our first pre-breakfast gathering in the hotel hide overlooking S’Albufereta Marsh was enjoyable, and helped 

group members become more familiar with the sights and songs of the many species of birds around the hotel. 

There was the constant serenade of Cetti’s Warbler, Sardinian Warbler and Greenfinch. Herons and egrets were 

in good numbers, and we enjoyed watching the many Black-winged Stilts together with Greenshank and Wood 

Sandpiper. We heard Water Rail, Stone-curlew and a distant Nightingale, and a few lucky members saw a 

Hoopoe fly by. 

 

After breakfast we set off on our first expedition - to the famous Bocquer Valley. On Port de Pollença bypass, 

we stopped to look at an obliging Corn Bunting before calling at the supermarket to collect our picnic makings. 

We then drove the short distance to the car park at the bottom of the Bocquer Valley where we were greeted by 

a Booted Eagle overhead. 

 

We followed the track towards the Finca, located at the start of the path up the valley, watching Redstart, 

Blackcap and Balearic Woodchat Shrike. Looking down from the front of the Finca to the fields below was 

productive and we adding Stone-curlew and Pied Flycatcher to our sightings. As we followed the path up the 

valley, mist and low cloud developed over the peaks and, at times, there was a chilly breeze. We watched a 

perched Blue Rock Thrush, a distant Peregrine and, in the bushes, plenty of Sardinian Warblers and Serins.  

It was late morning by the time we reached the end of the valley, and the view opened to the sea. We perched on 

some obliging rocks for a rest and scanned around, before returning down the path. We hadn’t gone far when 

one or two of the group had a quick sighting of Balearic Warbler, before it disappeared into the vegetation and 
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wouldn’t come out again. Cirl Bunting was also seen, together with a Glow-worm larva, found on the path and 

moved to the side to prevent it being trodden on. Just before getting back to the Finca Bee-eaters were heard 

passing overhead. 

 

Back at the vehicles we enjoyed our first Naturetrek picnic of the week. By this time, the sun had come out, and 

it continued fine and warm with a breeze for the rest of the afternoon. After lunch, we drove through Port de 

Pollença, and along the seafront where we saw several close Audouin’s Gulls squabbling on the beach: we could 

see their red bills and dark legs without the need for optics. On a rocky outcrop, we also added Shag to our trip 

list. After a comfort stop as we passed our hotel, we went to S’Albufereta Marsh. In a field near the start of the 

path to the mound, we saw another two Stone-curlews and, under the trees, a small patch of Mirror Orchids. 

Walking through the trees, we saw our first Swallowtail butterfly. Once at the mound, we had a reasonable 

viewing point to look into the marsh. Our time there was accompanied by the songs of Corn Bunting and Zitting 

Cisticola, and sightings included an Osprey being mobbed by two Shelducks, which forced it down into the 

water, several Marsh Harriers, Purple Heron, Balearic Woodchat Shrike, Black-winged Stilt, Red-crested Pochard 

and Red-legged Partridge. Bumblebee Orchid was added to our orchid list and several white butterflies were 

eventually identified as Bath Whites.  

 

We returned to the hotel in time to allow everyone to freshen up, before meeting at 6.30pm to talk over a most 

enjoyable first full day. We did a roll-call of sightings and the plan of action for the next day was outlined. We 

then adjourned to the dining room for another tasty evening meal. After dinner, we met at a viewpoint behind 

the hotel overlooking the marsh. Some of the early arrivals saw an Eleonora’s Falcon travelling at some speed 

across the marsh. Also seen was a male Marsh Harrier, good numbers of Swallows moving northwards, and 

Night Herons, including two which landed close-by. There were several bats in the area and, using a Bat 

Detector, there appeared to be of two species, one being identified as Common Pipistrelle. 

Day 3 Monday 20th April 

S’Albufera Nature Reserve: Fine, sunny and warm  

For our pre-breakfast birding, we again met at 7am and visited the hotel hide. Today there were quite a few 

Swallows and a few Swifts moving northwards over the marsh, and we had good views of Purple Heron, and of 

a lovely Serin sitting in the sun on the tamarisk. 

 

We left the hotel at 8.45am and called to collect our picnic makings in Alcudia, before reaching the S’Albufera 

Nature Reserve car park. The weather was fine and sunny and it was warm rather than hot, which was perfect for 

spending the day in the reserve. After an orientation explanation at the information board, we set off along the 

access driveway. We soon saw some Audouin’s Gulls in the waterway, and then enjoyed views of Night Heron, 

Cattle Egret and Little Egret roosting in the trees on the opposite side of the waterway. Crossing the bridge over 

a water channel, a Little Bittern flew overhead and a Sedge Warbler was in the reeds. We viewed from a gate 

overlooking a wet, reedy area and had a glimpse of Purple Swamphen (Gallinule) before moving to the 

boardwalk where we watched a Great Reed Warbler through the telescopes, singing loudly.  

 

Next we checked-in at the Information Centre and made use of the comfort facilities before heading towards the 

Sa Roca hides. We scanned from the gate before moving to the hides and, in the field, there were Yellow 

Wagtails, in the water a few Garganey, and perched on a post was a Common Tern. The first hide was full so we 
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walked to the second one, which accommodated the group. We spent some time here and sightings included 

Northern Shoveler, Grey Heron, Little Ringed Plover, Kentish Plover and Wood Sandpiper. Also, three Sand 

Martins flew by and kept going.  

 

 Our next stop was the mound viewpoint, giving an elevated view over the reserve. Before getting to it, we 

crossed a bridge and spotted a Viperine Water Snake in the channel below. After enjoying the view, we moved to 

the adjacent pond where we found two very confiding Red-knobbed (Crested) Coots. 

 

After an exciting morning, it was time for lunch and we made our way back to the Visitor Centre area for our 

picnic. Once replete, we set off on our afternoon route, passing a relatively new area where specimens of nine 

species of orchid found on the reserve had been moved to form a display. It was our intention to spend the 

afternoon at the Bishop Hides. As we made our way there, along a woodland glade, a Nightingale flew into a tree 

above some of the group and started to sing in the open above our heads for several minutes which was a 

magical experience. As we crossed the river bridge, we could see three Red-eared Terrapins on a branch at the 

edge of the water and a further one swimming in the water below us. We then spent a pleasant couple of hours 

around the Bishop Hides, looking north over the reserve, and interesting sightings included Spotted Redshank, 

Little Stint, Snipe, Avocet, Curlew Sandpiper and Teal. 

 

All too soon it was 4pm, and time to set off walking back to the car park. Near the Centre, we again enjoyed 

watching a Nightingale singing in the open above our heads; some of the group found a Purple Swamphen on a 

nest; and, along the access road, another Little Bittern flew over our heads. Once back at the car park we 

rejoined the vehicles and returned to our hotel. 

 

We had our usual log-call and meeting at 6.30pm before dinner, then again reconvened on the decking 

overlooking the marsh. Tonight, the highlight was a passage of Marsh Harriers moving low over the marsh, 

some landing. Also something disturbed the roost of egrets because, suddenly, about a hundred took to the air, 

circled then dropped back out of sight into the marsh.  

Day 4 Tuesday 21st April 

Cuber Reservoir & Lluc Monastery; eve Mount Sant Marti: Fine, sunny & warm  

Group members met up at 7am for our regular pre breakfast gathering in the hotel hide. The light was superb 

but the temperature was low until the sun, rising in a clear sky, warmed the air. It was atmospheric with mist 

rising from the water. The only remains of the good numbers of birds seen last night were two Marsh Harriers 

and a small number of egrets, however the smaller birds showed well, with Cetti’s and Sardinian Warblers both 

sitting on exposed branches allowing excellent views of these birds, which we were often hearing but only getting 

brief glimpses of, as they darted about.    

 

After breakfast and our supermarket stop, we made the scenic journey through the Tramuntana Mountains to 

Cuber Reservoir for our planned day’s birding. The route was made more interesting by the large number of 

cyclists, who had to be passed on twisty mountain roads. We left the vehicles at Cuber car park and made our 

way to the start of our walk. The weather was warm, sunny and still; perfect for our planned walk around the 

reservoir.  We set off from the information boards, scanning the area of scrub prior to the reservoir. We heard 

Tawny Pipit call, then one flew from a tree into the scrub and disappeared from view. Whilst searching for it, 
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two distant birds appeared over a ridge. As we watched them approach overhead, we were thrilled that one was a 

Griffon Vulture and the other a Cinereous (Black) Vulture. It was good to be able to compare the underwing 

colours to differentiate between the two birds. We resumed our search of the scrub and found the Tawny Pipit; 

most of the group managing to see it through the telescopes.  

 

At the dam wall, we looked down on a Crag Martin actively flying over the patches of water below; a Nightingale 

was singing loudly and appeared on a bush, so we could see the rufous colouration in the upper tail; and a pair of 

Spotted Flycatchers were active, and we found their nest in a hole in the rocky crag. Nearing the old quarry, we 

saw the minute Balearic Cyclamen (also known as Balearic Sowbread) then, in the quarry, three spikes of Lax-

flowered Orchid, blooming in the usual location on the quarry wall. 

 

At the end of the reservoir, we were delighted to see a Cinereous Vulture land on a high crag, and we all enjoyed 

telescope views of this enormous raptor. On the return journey, Booted Eagle, Raven and Red Kite were spotted 

in the sky and Little Ringed Plover on the water’s edge. Nearing the end of our circuit, a Spanish Terrapin was 

found taking the sun on a rock, and we could see the striped pattern on its neck. Just before completing the 

circuit, we watched two Firecrests actively looking for insects in a nearby tree.  

 

We had worked up an appetite and, back at the vehicles, we enjoyed another substantial Naturetrek picnic. Once 

refreshed, we retraced our route down the mountains to Lluc Monastery. We had just over an hour here and 

some looked at the cultural aspects, some visited the Botanical Gardens, and others relaxed in the coffee bar. 

Most people eventually ended up at Café Sa Placa for refreshments before our return leg. The rest of the journey 

was uneventful, except for passing lots more cyclists. 

 

Back at the hotel we met again before dinner to discuss the day’s events. After eating, half the group went 

‘owling’ whilst others stayed to look over the marsh at dusk. The ‘owling’ group drove to a quiet area on the 

wooded slopes below Mount Sant Marti. Whilst it was still light, a single spike of Violet Bird’s-nest Orchid was 

found; then, as darkness, fell a Nightjar was heard churring in the distance. A few minutes later, a Stone-curlew 

was heard, then came the mechanical sound of a distant Scops Owl; and then, from a different direction, 

another. The owls could be heard calling for a minute or so before they fell quiet. As it was now pitch black, we 

returned to our hotel. Meanwhile, those at the hotel had watched a large movement of hirundines over the 

marsh.  

Day 5 Wednesday 22nd April 

Formentor Peninsular and S’Albufereta Marsh: Overcast am, light drizzle early pm then 

fine & sunny 

The day started with an excellent pre-breakfast gathering at the hotel hide. The star bird was an Eleonora’s 

Falcon which did a slow, level flypast along the length of the marsh, enabling all present to get a good view. In 

the furthest of two pools in front of us, we saw Little Stint and Snipe; both species unusual from the hide. As we 

were leaving, many Swifts, Swallows and a few Sand Martins started to appear, hawking over the ponds, and 

several hundred Swallows landed on the wires near the access path. 

 

After breakfast we set off towards Port de Pollença along the coast road. The sea was calm but it was cloudy and 

overcast. We made our usual daily shopping stop for picnic provisions, then continued through Port de Pollença 
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and on to the Formentor Peninsular, arriving at the Lighthouse car park before most of the daily throngs of 

tourists. We set up station overlooking the sea about 100 metres below us. Initially, we were distracted by a Blue 

Rock Thrush which sat on rocks near us showing well. We then got down to the business of looking for 

shearwaters. We saw quite a few Cory’s Shearwaters and a few of the smaller Balearic Shearwaters. The Cory’s 

showed best and we saw them in flight and, through the telescope, on the sea: at one point, there was a group of 

30 on the sea. Another interesting sighting was Gannet, which is not often seen in the Mediterranean.  

 

By 11am, the small car park was overflowing so we moved on. We were held up for a short while with a vehicle 

problem before arriving at Cases Velles. In the last year, the old fig and olive orchards have been removed, and 

the whole area of farmland transformed. We settled down to see what we could find, and sightings included 

Whinchat, Cirl Bunting, Blue Rock Thrush, Spotted Flycatcher, Redstart and, overhead, Red Kite, Marsh Harrier 

and Booted Eagle.  

 

Lunchtime was approaching, so we moved the short distance to our picnic location at Formentor car park. An 

interesting find next to the car park was a Basket Stinkhorn fungus. After our pleasant lunch, we returned to our 

hotel, passing Mirador de Albercutx which was inaccessible, being used as a film location. During the short 

journey, we had a few drops of rain, but not enough to wet the ground. At the hotel, some stayed to enjoy the 

facilities, whilst the majority continued and revisited the mound at S’Albufereta reserve. The skies cleared and it 

became sunny and warm. We enjoyed a pleasant afternoon and the highlight was finding a Montague’s Harrier 

and watching it quarter the area before dropping onto a prey in a nearby field. At one point we could see the 

harrier, two Red-legged Partridge and two Stone-curlews in the same telescope view. After some time, the harrier 

took to the air and, as it flew across the field, nine Stone-curlews took flight. Other good sightings were an 

obliging Great White Egret and three Spotted Redshanks. 

 

Back at the hotel, we had our usual pre-dinner meeting and log-call, before moving to the dining hall for our 

evening meal. Afterwards, we went to the marsh viewpoint where sightings included four Grey Heron, six Night 

Heron, a flock of several hundred Swallows swarming in front of the glow from the setting sun and, under them, 

a distant bird which was possibly another Eleonora’s Falcon. 

Day 6 Thursday 23rd April 

Salinas de Levante and South Mallorca: Fine, hot & sunny  

The day dawned calm and fine and we had a full turn out at the hotel hide before breakfast. Birding was rather 

quiet, until there was some excitement when a Moltoni’s Warbler (a recent split from Subalpine Warbler), a new 

bird for the trip, was found close to the hide, giving good views. 

 

Today was our day in the south of the island. We set off after breakfast and stopped in Alcudia to collect our 

picnic makings. We then headed south via Santa Margalida and Manacor, and then stopped at Es Cruce service 

area for a comfort break, before entering some rural roads in the centre of the island to look for farmland birds. 

There were lots of Corn Buntings and Stonechats and soon we saw our first Thekla Lark, a new bird for many 

on the tour. We stopped to ‘scope’ an area and were rewarded with excellent views of Greater Short-toed Larks, 

in flight and singing close-by. 
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We reached the Salinas late morning and set off to see what we could find. It is a working salt pan, and new areas 

are regularly being flooded and others dried. There was some excitement when a Collared Pratincole was spotted 

in flight. It landed and, later, two perched birds were watched through the telescopes and enjoyed by all. Further 

on, we had three new birds for the trip: distant views of Greater Flamingos, two Redshank, and flight views of a 

Ruff with an injured leg. As we were watching the flamingos, a Water Rail was spotted, crossing the path. Soon it 

was time to retrace our steps back to the vehicles, and then we drove to the opposite side of the Salinas for our 

picnic. 

 

We chose a picnic spot overlooking a different part of the works. After enjoying another Naturetrek picnic, we 

were about to load the vehicles when a Hoopoe was spotted. It was a target bird for some of the group and we 

watched it through the telescope. After lunch we set off, driving through Ses Salinas to the most southerly point, 

near the lighthouse at Cap de Salinas. Whilst sea watching, we were rewarded with seeing both Cory’s and 

Balearic Shearwaters. We also saw a few Audouin’s Gulls, some of them keen to take the leftover bread from our 

picnic. We were starting to think about leaving when a fishing boat, surrounded by many birds, was seen on the 

horizon, heading our way. We decided to wait and watch it go past. As the Balear11 approached, a fisherman was 

at work gutting fish and, every time he threw waste fish parts overboard, lots of seabirds pounced upon the 

remains. As the boat went past our lookout point, there were many hundreds of Yellow-legged Gulls, about 200 

Cory’s Shearwaters and a handful of the smaller Balearic Shearwaters all around it. It was a superb sight which 

we all enjoyed watching. All too soon it was time to return to the vehicles and start the drive back to Pollença 

Bay, happy with our day in the south of Mallorca. 

 

Before dinner, we met to do our lists and discuss the day’s events. Afterwards, some of the group stood vigil on 

the deck overlooking the marsh. As night fell, we were rewarded with silhouette views of an Eleonora’s Falcon in 

flight, feeding on something in its talons before going down into the marsh. Shortly afterwards, it reappeared and 

headed out of view. We also saw more Night Herons and bats, before retiring. 

Day 7 Friday 24th April 

Southern end of S’Albufera Marsh (S’Illot and Depuradora): Fine, hot & sunny 

It was another clear morning with a slight early chill as we met at 7am to go to the hotel hide. Sightings today 

were few, but there was an Osprey perched on an exposed bush for the whole time, and a male Marsh Harrier 

was spotted high in the sky, which came down and interacted with a female already in the marsh.    

 

We set off from the hotel at our usual time. One group member, keen on photography, decided to spend the day 

at the hides in the main S’Albufera reserve, so we dropped him at the entrance car park before continuing to 

S’Illot, the old salt pans. It turned out to be a magical hour. First, we checked the ponds and there was an 

interesting selection of ducks including Marbled Duck, new for some of the group. Then we watched a Great 

Reed Warbler singing from a tall reed, before we found a Little Grebe on a further pool. As we approached the 

end of the track, we could hear the fluting call of Bee-eater and eventually we were enchanted by 12 birds which 

put on a good display for us. Also in the same area was Tawny Pipit, Stone-curlew and Hoopoe and, in the swifts 

overhead, we picked out a Pallid Swift.  

 

Returning down the track, a large bird of prey was seen circling in the sky. On closer inspection, it was a Golden 

Eagle. We watched it for some time slowly circling on a rising thermal, gaining height. On the same thermal were 
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four Marsh Harriers, and two falcons giving the jizz of Eleonora’s Falcon. Just when we thought things couldn’t 

get any better, we found a Moustached Warbler in the reeds and watched it through the telescope: another new 

bird for many.  

 

Back at the vehicles, we drove to Can Picafort where we stopped to get our picnic provisions, then continued 

round to the rear of the reserve, and down the lane leading to the Depudora (Water Works). From Son Bosc 

observation platform, we checked the ponds at the Depuradora which held good numbers of birds. New species 

for the trip were Tufted Duck, Common Pochard, and Black-necked Grebe. A very small wader walked along 

the edge of the pool in front of us. We noticed the light legs and, on further inspection, it was identified as a 

Temminck’s Stint. Also on the pools were several Garganey.  

 

After all the excitement, we went down to the vehicles and enjoyed our last Naturetrek picnic. Before leaving we 

had another scan from the platform, sang ‘happy birthday’ to David W, and a group photograph was taken. We 

moved on and, as we were driving to the other side of the Depudora, we startled at least one bird which flew at 

and over the vehicles. It was grey, barred underneath, had a striped tail with a dark terminal band, and falcon-like 

wings - we had just seen the first Cuckoo of our trip. We had a pleasant walk to the rear gates of the reserve 

before returning to the vehicles and driving back to our hotel. On the return journey, we collected our member 

who had spent an enjoyable day photographing birds in the main reserve, and we were back in time for people to 

pack in preparation for our departure tomorrow. 

 

After a magical day, we met before dinner to do our last log-call and debriefed a wonderful week of birding 

sights and magnificent scenery. Thanks were said to Dave and Alan for a good week’s birding, and to the group 

for all joining in and enhancing the ‘group’ experience. Everyone then had the opportunity to give their birding 

highlight of the tour. A number chose the Golden Eagle and the Bee-eaters we had seen earlier, whilst other 

favourites were the Stone-curlews, the Eleonora’s Falcons, Vultures, displaying Marsh Harriers, and the volume 

of birds surrounding the fishing boat at the Southern lighthouse. We enjoyed our last evening meal and most 

people had a last look over the marsh, with dusk creeping in. There was a constant stream of gulls over the 

marsh and five Night Herons were spotted, the last one landing in a tree in front of us. All too soon, it was time 

to retire with an early start for some the next day.  

Day 8 Saturday 25th April 

Port de Pollença to Palma Airport: Fine, warm and still  

Group members had departures from Palma Airport at various times during the morning, and one member was 

staying on in Palma for a few days. The early departures to Manchester and Newcastle left the hotel with Alan at 

7.45am and the Gatwick departures left with Dave an hour later. As we had breakfast, we watched a cycling 

event through the windows with an estimated 2000 cyclists which took ten minutes to pass the hotel. The 

journey to the airport was uneventful other than a Starling flying in front of one vehicles, our last new bird of the 

trip. 

 

At the airport, farewells were said as group members departed for their various flights back to the UK. Thank 

you for your patience and tolerance accommodating different arrival and departure times at Palma airport, and 

thank you for a wonderful week on a beautiful island, and for your companionship! 
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Species Lists 

Birds (= recorded but not counted; H = heard only; LO= leader only; [] = seen at reserve centre by single observer) 

      April 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

1 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa   2     2 2     

2 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus         1       

3 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna   10 20   2 50 30   

4 Gadwall  Anas strepera   2 10 1 2   10   

5 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos x x x x x x x x 

6 Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata     6   2   4   

7 Marbled Duck Marmaronetta angustirostris             6   

8 Garganey  Anas querquedula     12       6   

9 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca     2 2         

10 Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina   6 20   8   10   

11 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina             6   

12 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula             2   

13 Cory's Shearwater  Calonectris diomedea 4       50 250     

14 Balearic Shearwater  Puffinus mauretanicus         5 10     

15 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis     H       1   

16 Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis             LO   

17 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus           11     

18 Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus     2           

19 Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax   6 18   6 5 9   

20 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 3 1 20     10 10 3 

21 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea     1   6   [1]   

22 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea 1 4 3   1 1 2   

23 Great Egret Ardea alba   2 1   1       

24 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta 3 30 150 10 20 10 20 2 

25 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus         1       

26 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis   2     1 1     

27 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo 1 2 2 2 2 1 3   

28 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus   2 2   4 2 1   

29 Red Kite  Milvus milvus       2 2       

30 Eurasian Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus       5         

31 Cinereous Vulture  Aegypius monachus       7         

32 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos             1   

33 Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus   2 1 2 2       

34 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus 3 5 20 2 6 8 18   

35 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus         1       

36 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 5 1 2     3 2 1 

37 Eleonora's Falcon  Falco eleonorae   1     1 1 2   

38 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus   2   H 2       

39 Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus   H   H H 1 H   

40 Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio     3           

41 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus 1 1 8 2 4 3 8 1 

42 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra 4 6 10 4 6 2 12   

43 Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata     5           

44 Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus H 3 H H 15   2   

45 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus 3 25 50 6 30 25 20   

46 Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta     1     20     

47 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   2 3           
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48 Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius   1 8 3   1 5   

49 Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus   2 15   5 10 3 2 

50 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago     1   1       

51 Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus     5   1   [8]   

52 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus           3     

53 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 1 3 5 1 2 1 1   

54 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus         H 1     

55 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola 1 3 7 1     2   

56 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   1 2   1   3   

57 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres           2     

58 Little Stint  Calidris minuta     1   1       

59 Temminck's Stint  Calidris temminckii             1   

60 Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea     1           

61 Ruff  Philomachus pugnax           1     

62 Collared Pratincole  Glareola pratincola           2     

63 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus             1   

64 Audouin's Gull  Ichthyaetus audouinii   5 8 2 4 10 2 2 

65 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis x x x 1000+ x 750 x x 

66 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo   2 5   2   [10]   

67 Feral Rock Dove  Columba livia (feral) x x x x x x x x 

68 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus 10 30 100 10 10 50 20 2 

69 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   2 1 4 1 2 1   

70 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus             1   

71 Eurasian Scops Owl  Otus scops       2H         

72 European Nightjar  Caprimulgus europaeus       H         

73 Common Swift  Apus apus 1 6 20 6 40 100+ 50 6 

74 Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus             1   

75 European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster   H         12   

76 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops   1       2 1   

77 Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla   LO             

78 Balearic Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator badius   2     2 1     

79 Northern Raven  Corvus corax       4 2   1   

80 Great Tit  Parus major 2 1 1 5 1 1 2   

81 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus       2         

82 Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla           8     

83 Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae           10     

84 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia     3   3       

85 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica 30 40 150 20 800 100 25   

86 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris   10   1 1       

87 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum         1 4     

88 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti 3 6 10 6 4 6 10 1 

89 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus 1 1 1   1       

90 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita 1               

91 Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus     1+5H       1   

92 Moustached Warbler  Acrocephalus melanopogon             4   

93 Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus     1           

94 Eurasian Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus     1           

95 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis 4 6 2   2 8 6 1 

96 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   2   4 2       

97 Balearic Warbler  Sylvia balearica   1             

98 Moltoni's Warbler Sylvia moltonii           1     
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99 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala 3 15 6 6 6 3 5 1 

100 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla       4 1       

101 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes       H H       

102 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris               1 

103 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula 6 6 10 12 10 12 10 2 

104 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus       1         

105 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos   H 2+10H 1+6H H H H   

106 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus 1 2   1 2 1     

107 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra         2 2     

108 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola 6 10 1 1 5 50 10 5 

109 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe         1 1     

110 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius   
1+
3H 

  H 4       

111 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata   1   10 2       

112 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca   2   3 1 1     

113 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus x x x x x x x x 

114 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava 1   1           

 
Spanish Wagtail Motacilla flava iberiae   1 10 4 2 1 1   

115 Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris       3     1   

116 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   1   1         

117 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs       50 10       

118 European Serin  Serinus serinus 1 10 6 4 10 8 6   

119 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris 6 18 15 6 4 10 6   

120 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis 2 2 6 2   4 8   

121 Common Linnet  Carduelis cannabina   2 2 2 2 8 2   

122 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra H 5   H 1+3H 50 4   

123 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus   2     2       

Butterflies                   

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon 
  x x x   x x   

2 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea   x       x     

3 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra       x         

4 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui   x x x x x x   

5 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta   x         x   

6 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria     x x     x   

7 Large White Pieris brassicae             x   

8 Bath White Pontia daplidice   x       x x   

9 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus       x         

10 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera       x   x     

11 Common Blue Polyammatus icarus            x x   

Dragonflies                   

1 Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans             x   

2 Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator     x     x     

3 Green-eyed Hawker Aeshna isosceles     x           

4 Darter sp. Sympetrum sp.             x   

Reptiles and Amphibians                   

1 Iberian Water Frog Rana perezi     H x     x   

2 Red-eared Terrapin Trechemys scripta     4           

3 Spanish Terrapin Mauremys leprosa       1     3   

http://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/species.php?vernacular_name=Holly%20Blue
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4 Viperine Snake Natrix maura     1           

Mammals                   

1 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus     3     x     

2 Weasel Mustela nivalis           1     

3 Common Pipistrelle Bat Pipistrellus pipistrellus   x x   x x x   

4 larger Bat sp.     x x   x x x   

Insects                   

1 Glow-worm (female larva) Lampyris noctiluca   1             

2 a Chafer (black with white spots) Oxythyrea funesta     x x x   x   

3 Silver Y moth Autographa gamma           1     

4 Bordered Straw moth Heliothis peltigera           1     

5 Four-spotted moth Tyta luctuosa             1   

6 a Buprestid beetle Chalcophora mariana             1   

7 a Ground bug (red/black0 Lygaeus saxatillis             x   

Orchids                   

1 Mirror Orchid Ophrys speculum   x     x       

2 Bumblebee Orchid Ophrys bombyliflora   x     x       

3 Lax-flowered Orchid Orchis laxiflora       x         

4 Small-flowered Tongue Orchid Serapias parviflora x x x           

5 Violet Bird's-nest Orchid Limodorum abortivum       x         

6 Robust Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza praetermissa             x   

Other Flora                   

1 Dwarf Fan Palm Chamaerops humilis   x     x   x   

2 Hedgehog Plant Astragalus balearicus   x   x x       

3 Balearic Sowbread (cyclamen) Cyclamen balearicum       x         

4 Common Asphodel Asphodelus aestivus   x x x x x x x 

5 Balearic St. John's-wort Hypericum balearicum         x       

6 Barbary Nut Moraea sisyrinchium   x     x       

7 Field Gladiolus Gladiolus italicus   x     x x x   

8 Scarlet Pimpernel Anagallis arvensis   x x   x       

9 Tassel Hyacinth Muscari comosum   x x   x x x   

10 Large Cuckoo Pint Arum italicum     x           

11 Mallorcan Gorse Genista majorica       x         

12 Italian Sainfoin Hedysarum coronarium   x   x x       

Other sightings of note                   

1 Banded Snail Cepaea sp.     x x x x     

2 Basket Stinkhorn (fungus) Clathrus ruber         x       

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  
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