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Tour participants: Andy Bunten & Alan Miller (leaders) with 15 Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

Spring birding is always a joy, especially around the Mediterranean after a UK winter. We saw early breeders busy 

with a young family to feed; we listened to many birds in full voice; and there was the anticipation of migrants 

passing through on their way north. No two years are the same and for the Mallorca Spring Birding tour 2018 

this was true. Winter had been very wet on Mallorca, so reservoirs were full and as the temperature rose into 

Spring, so did the height of crops, and the vista of colours from wild flowers was wonderful. In all we recorded 

126 bird species. Some of the highlights included Cinereous and Griffon Vultures in the mountains; excellent 

views from Albercutx, with raptors passing by and Balearic and Moltoni’s Warblers in the scrub; Alpine Swifts 

and Eurasian Crag Martins at eye level at Castell de Santueri; the volume and variety of birds from the Depudora 

viewing platform overlooking S’Albufera reserve; and the wonderful views of an Eleanora’s Falcon from the 

hotel on our last day. Thanks must go to all ‘Group’ members for working together to make it a productive, 

enjoyable and rewarding week on a lovely island.  

Day 1 Saturday 21st April 

UK - Palma Airport – Pollença Bay & Hotel 

For most of the group, the tour started with a flight from London Gatwick airport to Mallorca, but there were 

also arrivals from Edinburgh and one member was already on the island. With high hopes for an exciting week’s 

spring birding, we all met in the Arrivals Hall at Palma airport where Andy and Alan were positioned to meet 

everyone, having just waved another Naturetrek group goodbye.  

 

We made our way to the awaiting minibuses and were soon on the road, heading to our hotel base in the north-

east of the island. Before leaving the airport we spotted our first bird species: the ubiquitous House Sparrow and 

some ‘screaming’ Common Swifts. Our route initially headed towards Palma then turned right, eventually 

heading north-east across the island to the opposite coast. En route a few birds were spotted, including Yellow-

legged Gull, Cattle and Little Egrets, Hoopoe, Red Kite and Common Kestrel. We followed Pollença Bay 

towards Puerto Pollença and the Pollentia Club Resort, our base for the week, ideally located on the coast road, 

overlooking Pollença Bay and backing onto S’Albufereta Marsh.  

  

After checking-in and finding our rooms, we reconvened at 6.30pm at Restaurante Anacona for dinner. After 

our first delicious and varied evening meal, we moved to a spot near the pool overlooking the marsh. Alan and 

Andy talked over our prospects for the week and plans for tomorrow, before we watched over the marsh as dusk 

began to close in. We had good views of Sardinian Warbler and Greenfinch whilst Cetti’s Warblers sang. 

Overhead, Barn Swallows moved through the marsh, whilst lots of gulls headed out towards the sea. As darkness 

fell people began to drift away to finish unpacking after what, for some, had been a long travelling day. The last 

to leave saw bats start to pass by along the boundary.  
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Day 2 Sunday 22nd April 

Bocquer Valley and S’Albufereta Marsh 

Our first pre-breakfast gathering in the hotel hide overlooking S’Albufereta Marsh was well attended and helped 

group members become more familiar with the sights and songs of the many species of birds around the hotel. 

There was the constant serenade of Cetti’s Warbler, Sardinian Warbler and Greenfinch. We also heard Water 

Rail and new sightings included Common Sandpiper, Grey Heron and Black-winged Stilt. 

 

After breakfast we set off on our first expedition - to the famous Bocquer Valley. It was a short drive to the car 

park at the bottom of the valley. The sky was blue and the temperature was climbing as we followed the track 

towards the finca located at the start of the path up the valley, noting dark phase Booted Eagle and hearing Cirl 

Bunting. Looking down from the front of the finca to the fields below was productive and we added Whinchat, 

Common Redstart and Willow Warbler to our bird list. As we followed the path up the valley we saw Blue Rock 

Thrush and Mediterranean Flycatcher, and there was the constant chatter of Sardinian Warblers.   

 

It was late morning by the time we reached the end of the valley and the view opened to the sea. We perched on 

some obliging rocks for a rest and scanned around. A distance out to sea was a large congregation of birds 

which, through the telescope, we noted were gulls, shearwaters and cormorants. Returning down the valley we 

saw more European Stonechats, Whinchats and Common Redstarts. Nearing the finca, we watched a stunning 

male Pied Flycatcher and a Moorish Gecko. As we walked back to the vehicles we heard and then saw a 

Wryneck. After a most enjoyable morning we had our first Naturetrek picnic of the week.  

 

Duly refreshed, we headed to S’Albufereta Marsh, making a comfort stop as we passed our hotel. At the south 

end of the reserve we visited Plataforma des Grau high level viewing platform, a new hide, and the ‘mound’. 

Before leaving the vehicles we found Mirror Orchid and Small-flowered Tongue Orchid. We had lots of new 

sightings including a partially obscured Greater Flamingo, Grey Plover, Great Egret, Corn Bunting and a 

stunning Balearic Woodchat Shrike. Butterflies were also enjoyed, especially the showy Swallowtails. Making our 

way back to the vehicles a lucky few saw a Golden Oriole. After a pleasant couple of hours, we returned to the 

hotel.  

 

Back at the hotel we met again at 5.45pm to talk over a most enjoyable first full day. We did a roll call of 

sightings and the plan of action for the next day was outlined. We then adjourned to the dining room for another 

tasty evening meal. After dinner some met at a viewpoint behind the hotel, overlooking the marsh. Bats were 

again active, a Raven landed in a boundary tree and Stone-curlew could be heard. 

Day 3 Monday 23rd April 

Cuber Reservoir & Lluc Monastery  

Most of us met at 7am on another lovely still and clear morning for a pre-breakfast gathering at the hotel hide. It 

was good to see Great and Little Egrets together which clearly showed the size difference. We also saw male and 

female Marsh Harriers. The female was perched on a low open branch, so we were able to view her through the 

telescope. A Cetti’s Warbler was very active, vocal and visible. In the channel were a couple of very young 

ducklings and with no mother to be found; we wondered at their fate. After a pleasant viewing, we headed to 

breakfast.    
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After breakfast, we met at 8.45am for a full day in the Tramuntana Mountains. After stopping to collect our 

picnic makings, we made the scenic journey to Cuber Reservoir for our planned day’s birding. The route was 

made more interesting by the number of cyclists who had to be passed on twisty mountain roads.   

 

We stopped at Cuber car park and whilst getting ready for a walk, we had fantastic views of a Cinereous Vulture 

as it drifted over our heads and we were able to clearly see the light feet and face, and marvel at its huge size. 

With a clear blue sky and no wind, the conditions were perfect as we set off. We stopped at the information 

board for orientation and then set out along the concrete roadway, scanning the top of the mountains as we 

went. During the walk we had numerous sightings of Griffon and Cinereous Vultures, together with Red Kite 

and lots of Ravens. Mediterranean Flycatchers were seen, showing the cleaner front and less streaking than in 

Spotted Flycatcher, from which they had been recently split. Some managed to see Tawny Pipit. Moltoni’s 

Warbler was not showing at the spot it had been seen the week before on the ‘Go Slow’ tour. Graham was keen 

to try and see it, so he stayed there whilst the rest of us went on. At the dam we peered over the railings and 

watched Iberian Water Frogs, Cirl Bunting and Blackcap, whilst being serenaded by a Common Nightingale. 

Two House Martins also passed by.  

 

At the quarry we noted the endemic Balearic Sowbread (Cyclamen) and numerous Loose-flowered Orchids 

before turning around. When we met Graham again: he was ecstatic at having had good views of his target bird. 

We then continued back to the picnic tables near the parking and enjoyed another sumptuous picnic. Before 

leaving we had excellent views of Common Firecrest and most saw a female Red Crossbill in the top of a tree. 

 

After a most enjoyable visit to Cuber, we set off on our return journey, with a stop at Lluc Monastery. We had 

just over an hour here with the opportunity to look at the cultural aspects and visit the Jardin Botanico 

(Botanical Garden). In the garden we again had good views of Common Firecrest and some enjoyed seeing 

Common Nightingale in the open. Most then visited the coffee shop before we returned to the minibuses and 

made our way back to our hotel after a super day in the mountains. 

 

We met again at 6pm to discuss the day’s events and complete our daily log, before adjourning to the restaurant 

for dinner. 

Day 4 Tuesday 24th April 

Formentor Peninsula and S’Albufereta Marsh; eve Mount Sant Marti 

Before breakfast most of us went to the observation platform at the south end of the hotel complex which 

overlooks a new pool, which had been excavated over the last winter. We could see it in the distance from the 

hotel hide and had noted numerous waders there, so today we hoped for a closer look. We were not 

disappointed. The light was good, and the birding was fabulous. Among the many sightings were two Stone-

curlews, Spanish Yellow Wagtail, Ruff, Little Stint, Greenshank, Redshank, Wood Sandpiper, Ringed Plover, 

Kentish Plover, Purple Heron, Grey Heron, Great Egret and two Greater Flamingoes. Wow! An excellent start 

to the day!    

 

After breakfast we set off at 9am towards Puerto Pollença. After calling to collect bread for our picnic, we 

continued on to the Formentor Peninsula, arriving at the Lighthouse car park before most of the daily throngs of 

tourists. We set up station overlooking the sea about 100 metres below us. We got straight down to the business 
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of looking for shearwaters, but were distracted when we realised that there were a few Pallid Swifts in front of 

us. Also, in the sea below us we could see a shoal of Atlantic Bluefin Tuna which appeared to be fishing. Over 

the next hour we had well over 100 Scopoli’s Shearwaters passing by, low over the sea, some very close to our 

position. About a dozen smaller Balearic Shearwaters went by a little further out. They were more of a challenge 

to see but most managed. We also had stunning views of a male Blue Rock Thrush which perched near our 

position, and we looked down on a Peregrine Falcon which circled below us for quite some time. All in all, it was 

a superb first stop.  

 

By 11am the small car park was overflowing so we moved on. Our next stop was at Casas Vellas, an area of 

agricultural land mainly containing Olive trees and vines. This used to be a superb stopping point when the fields 

were full of fruit trees, but new planting over the last year or so resulted in us finding very few birds. We didn’t 

waste too much time there before we moved on to a new location at Talaia d’Albercutx, a high point on the 

peninsula with spectacular views all round. The parking was a challenge but well worth the effort as over the 

course of a couple of hours, which included our picnic, we watched visual migration at almost eye level and 

recorded Booted Eagle, Black Kite, Common Kestrel, Peregrine Falcon and Osprey, whilst a Cinereous Vulture 

passed, heading back towards the mountains. Red-rumped Swallow was seen amongst the Barn Swallows, and 

Northern Wheatear was new for the trip, but the stars were undoubtedly Moltoni’s Warbler seen and heard by 

most of us, and Balearic Warbler heard by most and seen by a few.  

 

At 2pm we left our viewpoint and returned to the hotel for a comfort stop. A few stayed to use the hotel 

facilities whilst most of us went to a new area to the north end of S’Albufereta reserve. We enjoyed a pleasant 

walk spotting many butterflies and finding a Bee Orchid. We also saw Nightingale and found the corpse of a 

Barn Owl. We returned to the hotel a little earlier than normal as we were heading out again after dinner. 

 

We met at 6pm to complete the checklist and talk about the wonderful day we had enjoyed so far. Dinner 

followed and then most of us met again at 8.15pm to go ‘owling’. We drove to a quiet area on the wooded slopes 

below Mount Sant Marti. As we started on the track to our destination we came across a Hoopoe dust-bathing. 

Once there and whilst it was still light, a spike of Violet Bird’s-nest Orchid was found; then as darkness fell we 

heard the call of Eurasian Stone-curlew. We had hoped we might hear Eurasian Scops Owl, but none were 

heard. Enquiries earlier had revealed that none had been heard at other sites around Puerto Pollença this year, 

which was worrying in case something had happened to them en route from their wintering grounds. We 

returned to our hotel and called it a night.  

Day 5 Wednesday 25th April 

S’Albufera Nature Reserve  

With picnic makings already purchased, we left the hotel at 8.30am and headed through Alcudia to the 

S’Albufera Nature Reserve car park, where we were fortunate to get two parking bays. The weather was fine and 

sunny, and it was warm rather than hot, which was perfect to spend the day in the reserve. At the vehicles, whilst 

making our individual picnic packs, Trevor checked the surrounding reeds and happened upon a Little Bittern 

and got a nice photograph of it. We walked to the information board at the entrance for an orientation 

explanation before setting off along the access driveway. We came upon a few orchids along the verge and 

stopped a couple of times to view the egret roost which mainly contained Western Cattle Egrets and Little 

Egrets. An adult and a juvenile Black-crowned Night Heron briefly showed before disappearing into the bushes 
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and out of sight. We continued along the raised boardwalk and reached the Information Centre, where we were 

checked in and used the toilets. 

 

Next, we headed towards the Sa Roca hides. Due to the size of the party we split into two smaller groups to 

make access to the hides easier. Even though we were separated, both parties saw mainly the same things. At Sa 

Roca pool there were lots of birds including Little Ringed and Kentish Plovers, Black-winged Stilts, some on 

nests, Common Shelduck, Red-crested Pochard including two broods of chicks, Grey Heron, Garganey and 

Marbled Duck. We also saw Western Swamphen, with two sparring at one point and making quite a commotion. 

Between Sa Roca and the Great Reed Warbler pool we saw Red-knobbed Coot in the channel. At the pool itself 

the Great Reed Warbler was seen, but only fleetingly in flight, and we heard short snatches of its unmistakable 

song. A second Red-knobbed Coot was in the pool collecting nest material, and this one was neck-ringed. 

 

On our way to the Information Centre area for our packed lunches we saw some Red-eared Terrapins from a 

bridge over the main canal. After eating our picnic and making use of the facilities, we headed towards the 

Bishop Hides. We again split into two groups and, although the hides were busy with other visitors, we spent a 

pleasant couple of hours viewing the Bishop pools, looking north over the reserve. Interesting sightings included 

a flock of over 30 Spotted Redshanks almost in their splendid summer plumage, Common Greenshank, Little 

Stint, Pied Avocets, one with a chick, Ruff, Wood Sandpiper, Green Sandpiper and Curlew Sandpiper.  

 

Eventually it was time to set off for our return walk, but we were distracted by a Glossy Ibis on the bank of the 

canal which, after a while, was flushed by a Western Cattle Egret. Before we had folded our telescopes, a 

Western Swamphen was spotted which made its way along the side of the canal past our vantage point and gave 

great views. We then set off but made a detour past the pool to try and get a better view of Great Reed Warbler. 

Whilst it was a bit more vocal, it didn’t want to do its normal public performance from the top of a stem. We 

then ambled back to the car park where we rejoined the vehicles and returned to our hotel. 

 

We met again at 6pm to discuss the day’s events and our many excellent and interesting sightings. We completed 

our daily log before adjourning to the restaurant for dinner. 

Day 6 Thursday 26th April 

South Mallorca (Felanitx farmland, Salinas de Levante & Castell de Santueri)  

We awoke to heavy cloud cover and a strong northerly wind. Our pre-breakfast birding destination was the 

platform overlooking the new pool at the south end of the hotel complex. This morning it was relatively quiet, 

but sightings included Greater Flamingo, Grey Heron, Little Stint, Black-winged Stilt, Western Marsh Harrier, 

Common Stonechat and Spanish Yellow Wagtail. There was also a northerly passage of Barn Swallows over the 

marsh. 

 

Today was our day to explore the south of the Island. We set off at 9am and, after collecting bread for our 

picnic, we headed south via Santa Margalida and Manacor. We stopped at Es Cruce service area for coffee and 

enjoyed ‘people-watching’. Once refreshed, we set off towards Felanitx on rural roads to look for farmland birds. 

As we drove slowly to our official stopping spot, we noted Eurasian Stone-curlew, Red-legged Partridge, Thekla 

Lark, Corn Bunting, Stonechat, Whinchat, Common Pheasant and Tawny Pipit. Once stopped, an adjacent 
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cereal field had just been cut and we could see movement. On closer inspection we had excellent close views of a 

number of Greater Short-toed Larks on the ground, together with flight views. 

 

Moving on, we reached Salinas de Levante around midday to find that a very strong wind was blowing. This 

made using optics difficult and it was a challenge to find a sheltered spot to eat our picnic, but in true Naturetrek 

style we managed with smiles on our faces. Once we had eaten, most had a short walk along the road looking 

one way over the Salinas and the other over some scrub and farmland. Many birds on the Salinas were hiding out 

of the wind, but we did see lots of Pied Avocets, Black-winged Stilts and Common Shelducks plus a selection of 

small plovers, Little Stint and three Greater Flamingoes. Due to the wind, we retreated to the vehicles to use 

them as a hide. We parked at a slightly elevated area and sightings included Turtle Dove, Woodlark, Eurasian 

Hobby, Common Linnet and European Serin. Using the vehicles turned out to be fortuitous as it started to rain: 

the only precipitation we saw all week. 

 

With already having had good views of shearwaters earlier in the week, next we headed through rural Mallorca to 

Castell de Santueri, located high on a hilltop with spectacular views over to Portocolom, Cala d’Or and the 

Mediterranean Sea. As we left the Salinas, we also left the rain and the strong wind behind, so it was overcast but 

pleasant, with good visibility. The reason for the visit was to look for swifts, in particular Alpine Swifts, and we 

saw several well at eye level. Eurasian Crag Martins also performed very well, and we saw two stunning male 

Blue Rock Thrushes. 

 

After a day of different habitats and sightings, we started to make our way back to Puerto Pollença, but there was 

another surprise in store. Nearing Manacor, we stopped at an open barn structure and watched as Spotless 

Starlings kept returning with food to two spots in the barn roof, so we assumed there were two broods of young 

to be fed. Spotless Starling is a recent breeding species on the island, so we were pleased with the sighting. 

 

After a day of wonderful and varied sightings, we eventually arrived back at our hotel. We reconvened at 6pm to 

do our lists before having dinner. 

Day 7 Friday 27th April 

Southern end of S’Albufera Marsh (S’Illot and Depudora) 

The bad weather of yesterday had passed through and the day dawned still, clear and sunny. The light was 

beautiful for the pre-breakfast birders who gathered at the southern platform again. Although nothing new for 

the week was seen, we saw lots in perfect conditions including Great, Cattle and Little Egrets, Greenshank, 

Redshank, Common and Wood Sandpipers, Ruff, Grey Heron and Black-winged Stilt. There was a passage of 

Common Swifts and Barn Swallows over the marsh and a Spanish Yellow Wagtail entertained us in a nearby 

bush. 

 

After breakfast we set off to visit the south end of S’Albufera reserve. We went straight to S’Illot, the old salt 

pans, and birded the pans and the track through the reedbed to a sandy, open area. On and around the water 

pans, sightings included Black-winged Stilt, Common and Red-crested Pochards, Common Sandpiper, Little 

Ringed Plover and Purple Heron. Walking through the reedbed we listened for Moustached Warbler without 

success, but we did spot a female Common Reed Bunting together with lots of Cetti’s Warblers and Zitting 

Cisticolas. On the trackside we found some excellent Bee Orchids, Small-flowered Tongue Orchids and a single 
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spike of Bug Orchid. As we walked we first heard and then saw a small flock of European Bee-eaters passing 

directly overhead: a target species for several of the group. It was interesting that migrating birds were passing 

through, but the breeding birds had yet to arrive, as we found none at known breeding sites. At the end of the 

track we had good views of Eurasian Hoopoe. 

 

Once back at the vehicles, we drove to Can Picafort where we stopped to collect bread before continuing round 

to the rear of the reserve and down the lane leading to the Depudora (Water Works). We stopped on the lane to 

watch another Hoopoe, Mediterranean Flycatcher, Pied Flycatcher, Turtle Dove and a Tawny Pipit. Near the 

access track to Son Bosc observation platform we stopped to watch two Eurasian Stone-curlews. Once at the 

platform we set about checking the ponds, reedbed and marsh, adjacent farmland and the sky. Over the period 

of a couple of hours, new and interesting sightings came in thick and fast. We saw Gull-billed Tern, Collared 

Pratincole, Black-headed Gull and lots of raptors including   Eurasian Hobby, Red-footed Falcon, Eleanora’s 

Falcon, Golden Eagle and numerous Western Marsh Harriers. Nightingales were singing all around us and a 

couple were located and photographed by some. After the bad weather of the day before with strong northerly 

winds, it appeared that migration had stalled yesterday but was in full flow today.   

 

It was hard to drag ourselves away from the spectacle for our picnic lunch, but we managed. After a wonderful 

time at the platform, we walked the track past the Depudora to the back of the reserve before slowly driving 

back along the lane. Our drive back to the hotel was made more interesting by all the arrangements along the 

road through Alcudia for the start and finish of a major cycling event to be held the next day.  

 

We met before dinner to do our last log call and debriefed a wonderful week of birding sights and magnificent 

scenery. Thanks were said to the group for all joining in and enhancing the ‘group’ experience. We enjoyed our 

evening meal and then most people had a last look over the marsh from the hotel hide with dusk creeping in. A 

Squacco Heron caused some excitement as it was spotted at the southern pool and then flew past the hide to 

drop into the marsh near the egret roost; another new bird for the tour. In a quiet moment we took the 

opportunity to review some camera images. One which puzzled us was a warbler low in the reeds, taken at the 

S’Illot track this morning and seen by only a couple of people. Identification was inconclusive, but it was 

certainly either a Sedge or Moustached Warbler. The view of the bird looked more towards Moustached Warbler 

but because we couldn’t be sure from the image, it was recorded as probable rather than definite. As darkness 

fell people drifted away, but those who stayed saw an adult and a juvenile Black-crowned Night Heron fly over 

and were delighted as an Eleanora’s Falcon flew by swiftly and close to the hide three times. It was a lovely end 

to our last night of the tour.  

Day 8 Saturday 28th April 

Puerto Pollença to Palma Airport  

Most group members had afternoon flights home, so had the luxury of a lazy start to the day and no need to 

pack till after breakfast. We said goodbye to Jane and Graeme, who departed after breakfast to spend a few more 

days on the island. The rest of us left luggage in Andy and Alan’s room before checking out by 11am.  

 

We then went to the viewing platform at the south end of the hotel complex and to the hotel hide for a last 

check of the marsh. We spent a pleasant hour in ideal conditions with the sun shining and a blue sky. Many of 

our regulars were around, but the star of the show was undoubtedly an Eleanora’s Falcon that flew virtually 
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overhead and allowed us to get an excellent view of the bird, which had no doubt just arrived after its migration 

from Africa.  

 

At noon we had a last picnic on Andy and Alan’s room terrace, after which it was time to load the minibuses, say 

goodbye to the hotel which had served us well, and depart for the airport. The journey was uneventful but 

included our last sighting of Audouin’s Gull on the shore near the torrent, before we turned inland away from 

the coast. Nearing the airport, two Common Starlings flew in front of the vehicles; our last new species of the 

tour. At the airport farewells and thanks were said to Andy and Alan before group members departed to check in 

for their flight home. Once back in the UK, another Naturetrek adventure came to an end. Thank you for your 

companionship during a wonderful week on a beautiful island, and thanks to Trev for allowing us to use his 

wonderful images, taken on the tour. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

European Turtle Dove 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only; D = Dead; P = Possible) 

      April 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

1 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna   12 1 1     

2 Gadwall  Mareca strepera   10 4 6 8 2 10 2 

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos         

4 Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata         1       

5 Garganey  Spatula querquedula         4       

6 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca         4       

7 Marbled Duck Marmaronetta angustirostris         7       

8 Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina   6 2         

9 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina   4     4   4   

10 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa   H     1 6 4   

11 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus           1     

12 Scopoli's Shearwater  Calonectris diomedea   12   c.100         

13 Balearic Shearwater  Puffinus mauretanicus       12         

14 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis       1     H   

15 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus   1   2 3 5 3   

16 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus         1       

17 Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus         1       

18 Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax   3     2   2   

19 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides             1   

20 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis     1     

21 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   1   2 2 2 1 2 

22 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea       1     4 1 

23 Great Egret Ardea alba   2 2 4 1   3   

24 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta         

25 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis   2             

26 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   6   2 3 2 2 2 

27 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus       1         

28 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus     10           

29 Cinereous Vulture  Aegypius monachus     4 1         

30 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus   5   1   2     

31 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos             1   

32 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   5 2 4 6 4 12 2 

33 Red Kite  Milvus milvus 2 1 2     2     

34 Black Kite  Milvus migrans       2         

35 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus   H H H         

36 Western Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio         6       

37 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 1 4 1      

38 Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata         2       

39 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra          

40 Eurasian Stone-Curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus   H 2 2 1 3 2 H 

41 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus   18 6 12     

42 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta         40 75     

43 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola   1             

44 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula       2 8 2   1 

45 Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius   4   2 12 4 4 2 

46 Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus   6 2 2 24 18 3 6 

47 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago         2       
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48 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus         1       

49 Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus         32       

50 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus   2 2 2 1   1 1 

51 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia   3   2 2 1 2   

52 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus         1       

53 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola       2 2   3   

54 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos   2 1 3 6   4 1 

55 Little Stint Calidris minuta   1 2 1 4 6     

56 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea         3       

57 Ruff  Philomachus pugnax   1 1 3 9   2 1 

58 Collared Pratincole  Glareola pratincola             2   

59 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus             7   

60 Audouin's Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii   1       1 4 1 

61 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis         

62 Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica             1   

63 Common Tern Sterna hirundo         12   6   

64 (Feral) Rock Dove Columba livia (feral)         

65 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus         

66 European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur           1 1   

67 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto         

68 Western Barn Owl Tyto alba       D         

69 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba           6     

70 Common Swift Apus apus         

71 Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus       6   2     

72 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster             7   

73 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops 1 1   1   3 4   

74 Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla   1 H           

75 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 2 2 1 2 1 6 4 1 

76 Red-footed Falcon  Falco vespertinus             2   

77 Eleonora's Falcon  Falco eleonorae             4 1 

78 Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo     1     1 2   

79 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus   2   3   1 1   

80 (Balearic) Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator badius   1           1 

81 Eurasian Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus   1             

82 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   25 20 10   1 4   

83 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus     4 2   1 1 1 

84 Great Tit  Parus major 2 3 6 4 2 H 2 2 

85 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis       1         

86 Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae           3 1   

87 Woodlark Lullula arborea           1     

88 Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla           4     

89 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica          

90 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris   12   2   10     

91 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum     2 4 2 2     

92 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica       2   1 2   

93 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti 2 8 3 8 10 2 8 4 

94 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   5 1           

95 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita     H   2 H     

96 Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus         1   H   

97 Moustached Warbler  Acrocephalus melanopogon             P   

98 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis H 6 H 2 6 2 8 2 
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99 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   1 3           

100 Balearic Warbler  Sylvia balearica       1         

101 Moltoni's Warbler Sylvia subalpina     1 2         

102 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala 1 10 3 10 6 4 3 2 

103 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla     4           

104 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   H H   H       

105 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris               2 

106 Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor           4     

107 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula         

108 Mediterranean Flycatcher  
Muscicapa tyrrhenica 
balearica 

  1 5 1   2 2   

109 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos   H 2 1 3 H 2 H 

110 European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca   1   1     1   

111 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus   2             

112 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius   2   4   2     

113 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra   3     1 1     

114 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   12 3 6 3   2 

115 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe       1         

116 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus         

117 Spanish Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava iberiae       2 1 1 1 1 

 
Grey-headed Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava thunbergi   2             

118 Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris     1     1 1   

119 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs 3            

120 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris         

121 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   6       3 2   

122 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra     2           

123 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis     2 4     

124 European Serin  Serinus serinus   6  1 6    

125 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra   4 2 1   12+ H   

126 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus   1 2           

127 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus             2   

Orchids                   

1 Mirror Orchid Ophrys speculum               

2 Bug Orchid Anacamptis coriophora               

3 Bumblebee Orchid Ophrys bombyliflora         over       

4 Bee Orchid Ophrys apifera              

5 Loose-flowered Orchid Anacamptis laxiflora                

6 Pyramidal Orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis               

7 Small-flowered Tongue Orchid Serapias parviflora              

8 Violet Bird's-nest Orchid Limodorum abortivum                

Butterflies                   

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon           

2 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea            

3 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni             

4 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui                

5 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta              

6 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria           

7 Large White Pieris brassicae               

8 Small White Artogeia rapae            

http://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/species.php?vernacular_name=Holly%20Blue
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9 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas                

10 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus                

11 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera             

12 Little Blue Cupida minimus                

13 Common Blue Polyammatus icarus                

14 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus                

15 White sp.             

16 Blue sp.                 

Dragonflies and Damselflies                   

1 Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans                

2 White-legged Damselfly Platycnemis pennipes                

3 Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator                

4 Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum              

5 large dragonfly sp.               

Reptiles and Amphibians                   

1 Iberian Water Frog Rana perezi H     H   H  

2 Red-eared Terrapin Trechemys scripta               

3 Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica               

4 Viperine Snake Natrix maura             D   

Mammals                   

1 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus              

2 Majorcan Hare Lepus granatensis solisi           D     

3 Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus         D       

4 Common Pipistrelle Bat Pipistrellus pipistrellus             

Other fauna sightings                   

1 Egyptian Grasshopper Anacridium aegyptium               

2 Oil Beetle Meloe proscarabaeus                

3 a Chafer  Oxythyrea funesta             

4 various snails            

5 a Mining Bee Andrena sp.               

6 Praying Mantis egg case                 

7 Sloe Bug Dolycoris baccarum                

8 a Shield Bug Syromastes rhombeus                

9 Mirror & Common Carp Cyprinus carpio               

10 Blue Flashwing (groundhopper) Oedipoda caerulescens               

11 Violet Carpenter Bee Xylocopa violacea               

12 Pine Processionary Moth bivouacs                 

13 various Cricket & Grasshopper species                 

14 a Millipede Tachypedoiulus niger                

15 Chimney Sweeper moth Odezia atrata                

16 Humming-bird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum                

17 Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Thunnus thynnus                

18 Thicklip Grey Mullet Chelon labrosus                

19 various fish sp.                 

20 a Leaf Beetle Clytra 4-punctata                
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21 a Buprestid Bettle Chalcophora mariana                

22 a Paper Wasp sp. (nestbuilding) Polistes sp.                

Other flora sightings                   

1 Dwarf Fan Palm Chamaerops humilis           

2 Hedgehog Plant Astragalus balearicus               

3 Balearic Sowbread (cyclamen) Cyclamen balearicum                

4 Asphodel Asphodelus aestivus         

5 Field Gladiolus Gladiolus italicus         

6 Tassel Hyacinth Leopoldia comosa                

7 Crown Daisy Glebionis coronarium         

8 Purple Viper's Bugloss Echium plantagineum                

9 Mediterranean Tapeweed egagropili Posidonia oceanica          

10 Cuckoo Pint Arum maculatum        leaf       

 

Black-crowned Night Heron 


