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Tour participants: Alan Miller (leader) with five Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

Spring birding is always a joy around the Mediterranean after a UK winter, and especially now following the 

cancellation of so many tours due to the Covid pandemic. No two years are the same and for the Mallorca 

Spring Birding tour 2022 this was true. Winter had been wet on Mallorca so the vegetation looked lovely and 

lush. As we travelled around the swathes of colour were outstanding and crops appeared well developed. For 

most of the group this was their first visit to Mallorca so with no personal reference point, the birding was an 

adventure with many highlights such as finding a Short-eared Owl and watching Avocets dive-bombing a Stone-

Curlew which was rearing up to its full height at S’Albufera reserve, and at Formentor watching a Booted Eagle 

‘play’ in the wind with dives and glides. A chat with a local birder revealed that this year the volume of birds was 

lower than in previous years. We mused that at the end of March and into April there had been warnings of poor 

air quality which was due to sand from the Sahara Desert in the atmosphere, which may well have stalled some 

migrants. In the end we recorded 116 bird species and all group members saw something new; many with lots of 

‘lifers’. Thanks must go to all ‘Group’ members for working together to make it a productive, enjoyable and 

rewarding week on a lovely island.  

Day 1                                                                                 Saturday 16th April 

UK - Palma Airport – Pollença Bay & Hotel 

For this tour Naturetrek offers regional departures and today group members arrived at Palma Airport from 

Leeds/Bradford, Luton and Bristol. Usually with different flight times some will get an advantage on the first 

day, others on the last. Today we were fortunate as our three flights landed with under two hours between first 

and last, even though the Bristol flight was slightly delayed. The time wasn’t wasted as it allowed Alan to sort out 

the minibus. Eventually we all met in the airport Arrivals Hall. As it was lunchtime and some had had an early 

start, we visited a café for a coffee and sandwich before leaving the airport.   

 

Once refreshed and with high hopes for an exciting week’s spring birding, we made our way to the minibus and 

were soon on the road, heading to our hotel base in the north-east of the island. Before leaving the airport we 

spotted our first bird species: House Martin, House Sparrow, Feral Pigeon and a distant Yellow-legged Gull. Our 

route initially headed towards Palma then turned right, eventually heading north-east across the island to the 

opposite coast. En route a few birds were spotted, including Cattle and Little Egrets, Red Kite and a Hoopoe 

which rapidly crossed the road in front of us. As we drove around Pollenca Bay we had our first sighting of 

Audouin’s Gull with its distinctive red bill. We followed Pollença Bay towards Puerto Pollença and the Pollentia 

Club Resort, our base for the week, ideally located on the coast road, overlooking Pollença Bay and backing onto 

S’Albufereta Marsh.  

  

After checking-in and finding our rooms, we met at 4pm for a tour of the hotel and its facilities. We started at 

the viewing platform overlooking the marsh at the south edge of the hotel. We enjoyed our first real opportunity 

to see the birds of the marsh which included Black-winged Stilt, Kentish and Little Ringed Plovers, Green and 

Common Sandpipers, Ruff and Grey Heron. In the bushes were several fresh Willow Warblers and we added 

Blackcap, Sardinian Warbler, Stonechat and Serin whilst listening to the constant song of Cetti’s Warbler. Next 

we walked up the access track at the side of the hotel and ventured a short way onto some scrub land to see our 
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first orchid species: Small-flowered Tongue Orchid. Next we crossed the coast road to look at the many 

Neptunes Balls (Egagropili) on the beach, formed from Neptune Grass under the sea. 

 

After a circuit of the extensive hotel grounds to find important things like our dining room and the bar, we 

ended at the hotel hide. It was quiet but we did see Marsh Harrier, Black Kite, distant Osprey and Booted Eagle, 

and most managed to see the vocal Cetti’s Warbler. After an enjoyable introduction to birds on our doorstep, we 

adjourned to our rooms to freshen up before reconvening at 6.30pm at Restaurante Anacona for dinner. We 

enjoyed our first delicious and varied evening meal, over which we talked through plans for the week ahead. As 

we had all been up since 3am (and one of our group hadn’t been to bed at all), by 8pm most were flagging so we 

called a halt to proceedings and adjourned to our rooms, preferring the thought of a pre-breakfast bird walk 

rather than dusk over the marsh, which we would keep for tomorrow.  

Day 2                                                                                   Sunday 17th April 

Bocquer Valley and S’Albufereta Marsh 

We enjoyed a wonderful first full day with new and interesting sightings from the start. We gathered as dawn was 

breaking and watched bats feeding around the ornamental pond near our rooms. A check on Alan’s bat detector 

established they were Common Pipistrelles. Then we moved to the hotel hide to watch the marsh ‘waking up’. 

As we walked along the access boardwalk we noticed some Greater Flamingoes feeding with noisy Black-winged 

Stilts nearby. Once at the hide we saw a Linnet which sat out in the sun and was very photogenic. A Black-

crowned Night Heron flew by on its way to roost. Then three larger herons flew over the marsh; two were Grey 

Herons but the third smaller one was our first Purple Heron. Other new birds included Gadwall, Pochard, Great 

Tit and Common Swift. Time passed quickly and we had to hasten to breakfast. 

 

After breakfast we set off on our first expedition - to the famous Bocquer Valley. It was a short drive to the car 

park at the bottom of the valley via Porta Pollenca seafront and the supermarket. The sky was blue and the 

temperature was climbing as we followed the track towards the finca located at the start of the path up the valley. 

Looking down from the front of the finca to the fields below we found a stunning male Blue Rock Thrush whilst 

in the sky was a pale-phase Booted Eagle which we enjoyed watching. As we proceeded along the path to the 

saddle we could see lots of small warblers but they were making short low flights before disappearing into the 

dense vegetation. Our attention was drawn to a massive bird fairly high over the mountain ridge and closer 

inspection revealed our first Cinereous (Black) Vulture. We stopped at the saddle where the view opened up to 

Bocquer bay. On our return we struck lucky with views of Balearic Warbler. It was active and only perched 

momentarily but we watched it fly around reasonably close despite people on the path near it, and we heard it 

sing. Our last new bird was several Pied Flycatchers at the bottom of the valley. After a most enjoyable morning 

we had our first Naturetrek picnic of the week.  

 

Duly refreshed, we headed to the south end of S’Albufereta Marsh, making a comfort stop as we passed our 

hotel. Before leaving the vehicles we found Mirror Orchid and heard a Stone-Curlew. Thanks to information 

from some local birders we watched two Gull-billed Terns over a lagoon, and in the pine trees enjoyed seeing 

Wood Warbler. We took the new circular walk to the hide and were entranced by the Corn Buntings sitting in 

the tops of trees and ‘jangling their keys’. We also found lots of stunning Barbary Nut flowers in full bloom. 

New bird additions included Common Tern, Avocet, Coot and Zitting Cisticola. We found many Iberian Yellow 
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Wagtails and finished with brilliant views of Balearic Woodchat Shrike both sitting out and hunting. After a 

pleasant couple of hours, we returned to the hotel.  

 

Back at the hotel we met again at 5.45pm to talk over a most enjoyable first full day. We did a roll call of 

sightings and the plan of action for the next day was outlined. We then adjourned to the dining room for another 

tasty evening meal. After dinner some met at a hotel hide as the sun went down and night fell. We watched lots 

of Little Egrets and Great Cormorants arrive to roost and Marsh Harriers were active. Two Night Herons flew in 

and landed in a pond whilst many dozens of Swallows arrived and hawked over the marsh. It was a wonderful 

end to a superb day. As we walked back to our rooms the bats were very active too. 

Day 3                                                                                   Monday 18th April 

Cuber Reservoir & Lluc Monastery  

Most of us met at 7am on another lovely still and clear morning for a pre-breakfast gathering at the viewing 

platform at the south end of the hotel complex. We scoured the nearby pond and enjoyed watching the 

Flamingoes and Stilts. Other species present included Common Sandpiper, Kentish Plover and Iberian Yellow 

Wagtail. We homed in on something different and saw our first Greenshank which eventually flew off calling. 

Watching the swallows was magical as they hunted over the marsh and dozens sat in bushes behind the pond. As 

we were preparing to leave we saw our first White Wagtail. We then headed for breakfast having worked up an 

appetite. 

 

After breakfast we met at 8.45am for a full day in the Tramuntana Mountains, although we were distracted whilst 

loading the vehicle as a Golden Oriole was heard nearby making its lovely fluty song. Most heard it and a lucky 

few saw it as it flew off. We then set off and after collecting our picnic makings, made the scenic journey to 

Cuber Reservoir for our planned day’s birding. The route was made more interesting by the huge number of 

cyclists who had to be passed on twisty mountain roads.   

 

We managed to find one of the last parking spots at Cuber, probably because it was Easter Monday and lots of 

locals were out for a mountain walk. With a clear blue sky and no wind, the conditions were perfect as we set off. 

We stopped at the information board for orientation and then set out along the concrete roadway, scanning the 

top of the mountains as we went. Initially raptors were in short supply and we concentrated on smaller birds. We 

could hear the song of Nightingale but it remained distant. We then heard Wryneck and after calling for a while 

it flew across the path close to us and away into the distance. After much searching we had in-flight, on the 

ground and perched views of Tawny Pipit. Further on two target species were seen by most as we located 

Moltoni’s and Spectacled Warblers.  

 

We walked as far as the old quarry area where flora was our focus as we enjoyed looking at the endemic Balearic 

Sowbread (Cyclamen) and numerous Loose-flowered Orchids before turning around. On the return walk we had 

better joy with raptors and saw a group of six Griffon Vultures and more individuals, a couple of Cinereous 

Vultures, Kestrel and Black Kite. We then continued back to the picnic tables near the parking area and enjoyed 

another sumptuous picnic. Before leaving we had excellent views of Firecrest. 

  

After a most enjoyable visit to Cuber, we set off on our return journey and made a stop at Lluc Monastery en 

route. Although busy being Easter, the Jardin Botanico (Botanical Garden) was quiet. We enjoyed the unique 
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atmosphere of the garden and along the pathway spotted more Firecrests and Pied Flycatchers. We visited Café 

Sa Place for a drink and to soak up the atmosphere before returning to the minibus for our journey back to our 

hotel, which concluded a super day in the mountains. 

 

We met at 6.30pm for dinner, after which we moved to the bar to do our lists and plans for the next day were 

discussed. Most then adjourned to their rooms and a couple visited the hotel hide to watch over the marsh as 

darkness fell. A smart male Marsh Harrier and a Black-crowned Night Heron were the best sightings. 

Day 4                                                                                  Tuesday 19th April 

S’Albufera Nature Reserve  

Most started the day with a pre-breakfast visit to the hotel hide. As the sun came up over the reserve we watched 

many of the species we were becoming familiar with, but especially enjoyed good views of Purple Heron. 

  

With picnic makings already purchased, we left the hotel at 8.45am and headed through Alcudia, where Robin 

spotted a Whitethroat on a fence, and arrived at the S’Albufera Nature Reserve car park where we were fortunate 

to get one of the last parking bays. The weather was fine and sunny, and it was warm rather than hot, which was 

perfect to spend the day in the reserve. It did cloud in about midday and threatened a shower but cleared out 

again during the afternoon. At the vehicle, whilst making our individual picnic packs, Martin checked the 

surrounding area and added Jay to our trip list.  

 

We walked to the information board at the entrance for an orientation explanation before setting off along the 

access driveway. We stopped a couple of times to view the egret roost and were pleased to see a good number of 

Black-crowned Night Herons looking splendid in the sunshine. Whilst the rest of the roost mainly contained 

Western Cattle Egrets and Little Egrets, we did see Glossy Ibis come and go. We continued along the raised 

boardwalk where some spotted Western Swamphen, before reaching the Information Centre where we checked 

in and used the toilets. 

 

Next, we headed towards the Sa Roca hides. The first hide was busy but we settled in and started to identify the 

array of birds in front of us: an Osprey sat proudly on a post; a Great Egret showed well; two Stone-Curlew were 

on one island whilst two Snipe were on another; Red-crested Pochard were numerous; and we saw male and 

female Northern Wheatear. After viewing Sa Roca pool we moved to the mound where, in the adjoining reeds, a 

Grasshopper Warbler was heard. At the Great Reed Warbler pool we saw a very confiding Red-knobbed Coot 

which posed well for photographs. All the time the background sound was the songs of Nightingale and Great 

Reed Warbler, both of which during the day were eventually seen by most of us. At one point we were watching 

a Great Reed Warbler singing in a tree when behind it we had a flypast by a Little Bittern which disappeared into 

the reedbed.  

 

On our way to the Information Centre area for our packed lunches we saw a couple of European Pond Terrapin 

from a bridge over the main canal. After eating our picnic and making use of the facilities, we headed towards 

the Bishop Hides. At the first hide we were scouring the waders which included Black-winged Stilt, Redshank, 

Greenshank, Wood Sandpiper, Dunlin, Little Stint, Little Ringed Plover and Kentish Plover, when a largish 

brown bird passed below the front of the hide causing a disturbance to the other birds. We scratched our heads 
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because no-one had had a view to identify it. When this happened again some minutes later we located the 

culprit sat in vegetation and to our amazement it turned out to be a Short-eared Owl.  

Elated by the experience and with some (distant) pictures taken, we moved to the second hide. Here were 

another good selection of waders but the most numerous were over 50 Avocets, and a new species was our first 

Ringed Plover. Then for ten minutes or more we were spellbound watching many of the Avocets move towards 

the rear of the pond where we could see a Stone-Curlew in the open and another in some vegetation. The 

Avocets were constantly dive-bombing the Stone-Curlew which reacted by facing the incoming Avocet, rearing 

up and spreading wings and tail. At the last moment the Stone-Curlew would crouch down as an Avocet passed 

close over its head. Eventually the Stone-Curlew flew off and peace resumed on the pool.  

 

Eventually it was time to set off for our return walk. We went the long way via the Great Reed Warbler pool 

where we saw another Great Reed Warbler, and via the mound as not everyone had seen the earlier Western 

Swamphen so we put that right. We then ambled back along the access road and stopped at the bridge where a 

Nightingale was singing. Every time it was located it immediately moved to torment us. In the end we continued 

to the car park where we rejoined the vehicle and returned to our hotel. 

 

We met again at 6.30pm for dinner over which we discussed a thoroughly enjoyable and productive day where 

many new ‘lifers’ had been bagged. After eating we adjourned to the bar to do the checklist and plans for the 

next day were outlined. 

Day 5                                                                            Wednesday 20th April 

South Mallorca (Felanitx farmland, Salinas de Levante & Castell de Santueri) 

We had a full compliment for our pre-breakfast birding and visited the viewing platform at the south end of the 

hotel complex. It was very still with some cloud cover. The usual suspects were present and we enjoyed watching 

flocks of Flamingoes in flight. Swifts were active and feeding at height. As we were about to set off for breakfast 

a couple of us had brief views of our first Eleonora’s Falcon coming off the marsh carrying a dragonfly in its bill 

and disappearing out of sight. 

 

Today was our day to explore the south of the Island. We set off at 8.45am and after a picnic shop headed south 

via Santa Margalida and Manacor. We stopped at Es Cruce to use the facilities then set off towards Felanitx on 

rural roads to look for farmland birds. As we drove slowly to our official stopping spot we were pleased to see a 

Stone-curlew in a field and a Red Kite overhead, but our main concern was the ominous and threatening clouds. 

At our stopping point we were thwarted as it began to drizzle and a workman in a tractor with a grass cutter 

attached was cutting the verges. With the rain keeping everything grounded and the tractor noise drowning out 

bird calls we were not hopeful of seeing anything, but after about ten minutes the tractor had moved on, the rain 

stopped and the sky lightened and ‘bingo’ – birds started to appear. Our main targets were Thekla’s Lark which 

we saw in flight and perched singing, and Greater Short-toed Lark which we saw in song flight. Other sightings 

included Hoopoe and Corn Bunting. 

 

Moving on, we reached Salinas de Levante just before  midday. It was windy but the sky was clearing all the time 

and the sun was beginning to shine. We had a short walk before lunch and added Turtle Dove to our trip list. 

After our picnic we went to investigate a nearby flycatcher which had been found whilst the clearing-up was 

being done. We were mindful of the recent split of Spotted Flycatcher, with Mediterranean Flycatcher being a 
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breeding species whilst Spotted Flycatcher is a passage migrant. Unfortunately this bird was heavily streaked on 

the undersides and eventually we settled on Spotted Flycatcher. We also noted Pied Flycatcher, Hoopoe and 

Stonechat together with birds on the salt pans such as Avocet, Greater Flamingo, Kentish Plover and Common 

Shelduck before moving on. 

 

Next we drove to the southern point of Mallorca at Cap de ses Salinas lighthouse. It was fine and sunny but 

there was a very strong onshore wind. We took our positions on the beach and started to scan and eventually we 

all saw good numbers of Scopoli’s Shearwater and the smaller Balearic Shearwater, whilst Audouin’s Gulls 

patrolled overhead. Pleased with our sightings we returned to the vehicle where, in the adjacent tree belt, one 

then another Spotted-type Flycatchers were found. On closer examination we were delighted that both were 

Mediterranean Flycatchers. 

 

By now it was mid-afternoon so we started our return journey. We drove through rural Mallorca to Castell de 

Santueri, located high on a hilltop with spectacular views over to Portocolom, Cala d’Or and the Mediterranean 

Sea. The reason for the visit was to look for swifts, in particular Alpine Swifts, and we saw several. We also saw 

our first Crag Martin and had excellent views of a stunning male Blue Rock Thrush which sat on the wall near to 

us at one point.. 

 

After a day of different habitats and sightings we started to make our way back to Puerto Pollença, but made a 

short stop near Manacor where we watched Spotless Starlings around an open barn structure. It was then 

straight back to our hotel. 

 

After a day of wonderful and varied sightings, we eventually arrived back at our hotel a little later than usual so 

we put back dinner to 7pm. After dinner we again moved to the bar where we did our checklists and plans for 

the following day were discussed before we retired to our rooms. 

Day 6                                                                                Thursday 21st April 

Formentor Peninsula and S’Albufereta Marsh  

We all visited the hotel hide before breakfast on a still morning. As the sun came up and bathed the marsh in 

golden colour we watched a Purple Heron look beautiful in the light. There were clouds on the horizon and the 

marsh was very tranquil. We feared the calm before the storm as the weather forecast was for heavy rain later. 

 

After breakfast we met at the minibus at 8.45am. Our plans for the day had to be changed because the road to 

Formentor lighthouse was closed at the beach parking due to ongoing roadworks after a landslip. First we 

headed to Albercutx viewpoint and watched Raven performing in front of us. There were brief views of Kestrel 

and Peregrine for some before our target bird, Crag Martin, appeared and we watched as it passed back and forth 

very close to us. 

 

Next we climbed (in the minibus) to Talaia d’Albercutx, a high point on the peninsula with spectacular views all 

round. Because we were before the main tourist arrivals the parking was easy. We walked up to the end of the 

road constantly checking the sky and vegetation. A cold northerly wind was now blowing and whilst the views 

were spectacular, birds were hard to find and virtually nothing was singing. We did have good views of a male 

Blue Rock Thrush, several Sardinian Warblers gave their ‘rattling’ call before diving into a bush, a female Pied 
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Flycatcher was skulking and we heard a Peregrine at distance. The star was undoubtedly a light phase Booted 

Eagle which was ‘playing in the wind’ by closing its wings and diving then opening its wings and gliding back up. 

It did this for several minutes before moving off. Amanda was checking the flora and was pleased to find the 

endemic Balearic St. John’s wort. As it was getting cold and the clouds were gathering, we drove down and off 

the peninsular where it was less exposed. 

 

We called at the supermarket in Porta Pollensa to collect our picnic makings then checked some of the 

backroads before lunch. We were in and out of the vehicle a few times as sightings and showers dictated. 

Sightings included a couple of Mediterranean Flycatchers, Corn Buntings, a Short-toed Lark and most 

unexpectedly a number of Crag Martins hawking next to the road over gardens. Next we went to find a picnic 

site. We first checked the picnic tables on the seashore but the onshore wind was too strong so we went to the 

old quarry area at the south end of S’Albufereta reserve. It was sheltered next to a tree belt so we set up our 

lunch here. 

 

Once refreshed we walked around the mound, calling at the low platform and the hide. Greenshank, Kentish 

Plover, Avocet, Black-winged Stilt and Common Tern were among our sightings on the ponds. We also saw 

many Linnets and Serins whilst Corn Buntings were ‘jangling their keys’. We climbed the high platform but the 

wind was exceptionally strong and with precipitation in the air, we retreated to the vehicle. The call was for a bit 

of ‘down time’ so after facilitating an Audouin’s Gull photo opportunity for Cedric, we returned to the hotel 

mid-afternoon. We discussed our plan for the evening and as there had not been any reports of Scops Owl yet 

this year, the desire was to maximise our time at dusk at the marsh to look for the elusive Eleonora’s Falcon. 

Little did we know that as the afternoon passed by the wind and rain increased so the chances of seeing anything 

diminished.  

 

We met again at 6.30pm for dinner after which we adjourned to the bar to complete our checklist and plans for 

tomorrow were outlined. The wind and rain were forecast to continue to the small hours then it would be a fine 

dry day, so we had our fingers crossed for a productive last full day. We had to pass the path to the hotel hide on 

our way back to our rooms so some of us made a detour to the hide. It was gloomy and the hide rocked with the 

gusts of wind but we did see lots of Little Egrets going to roost, Mallards, Coot and Greater Flamingo before we 

gave up and scurried to our rooms.   

Day 7                                                                                    Friday 22nd April 

Southern end of S’Albufera Marsh (S’Illot and Depudora) 

After a wet and very windy night the storm had passed through by daybreak and the day dawned still, clear and 

sunny. The light was beautiful as we all gathered at the hotel hide. There were good numbers of Swifts and 

Swallows hawking over the marsh. Many of the Swifts were near and low and we searched in vain to find a Pallid 

Swift amongst them. Another Purple Heron was seen, as were two female Marsh Harriers sat in low vegetation. 

We saw a splendid male Marsh Harrier moving low over the marsh and as we watched he swooped down onto 

the back of one of the females and mated with her. Then he moved to the other female and tried the same tactic 

but this female was having none of it and flew off! All too soon it was time for breakfast and to get ready for our 

day in different parts of S’Albufera reserve to those we had visited earlier in the week. 
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After breakfast we set off to visit the south end of S’Albufera reserve. We went straight to S’Illot, the old salt 

pans, and birded the pans and the track through the reedbed to a sandy, open area. On the first pan we were 

delighted to find a Marbled Duck asleep on a concrete bar. We all managed good views before it stirred, saw us 

and, true to form, flew onto a distant non-visible pan never to be seen again (by us). Other birds on the pan 

included our first Little Grebe together with Red-crested Pochard, Avocet and Little Ringed Plover. Pleased with 

our first sightings we were continuing along the track when a dark coloured falcon flew low over our track not 

far in front of us. It continued flying quickly away over the reedbed and by the time the shout ‘Eleonora’s 

Falcon’ went up not everyone saw it but those that happened to be looking in the right direction were very 

pleased. Further along the track we found a magnificent stand of Bee Orchids and Small-flowered Tongue 

Orchids which we stopped to photograph. We also added Reed Bunting to our ever-growing list. At the end of 

the track we scanned the scrubby field and found a Stone-Curlew and a Yellow-legged Gull which was tugging at 

something which Martin later saw was a snake. Along the track and on our return walk we looked and listened 

for Moustached Warbler but failed in our attempt to find one. 

 

 Once back at the vehicle we drove to Can Picafort where we stopped to collect picnic makings before 

continuing round to the rear of the reserve and slowly driving along the lane leading to the Depudora (Water 

Works). At Son Bosc observation platform we set about checking the ponds, reedbed and marsh, adjacent 

farmland and the sky. Over the period of a couple of hours, new and interesting sightings came in thick and fast 

including Whiskered and Black Terns, Cinereous and Griffon Vultures, Black Kite, Teal, Tufted Duck, Marbled 

Duck, Pochard, Common Shelduck, Red-legged Partridge and Balearic Woodchat Shrike. There were also many 

Red-eared Terrapins on the concrete edges to the ponds.   

 

It was hard to drag ourselves away from the spectacle for our picnic lunch, but we managed. After a wonderful 

time at the platform, we walked the track past the Depudora to the back of the reserve where we saw a Common 

Blue butterfly, our only ‘blue’ of the tour. We then slowly drove back along the lane and returned to our hotel in 

time for people to sort their bags for our return flights tomorrow as, due to the flight time of the first departure, 

we would have to leave the hotel just after 8am.  

 

We met at 6.30pm for dinner, after which we adjourned to the bar to do our last log call and debrief a wonderful 

week of birding sights and magnificent scenery. Thanks were said to the group for all joining in and enhancing 

the ‘group’ experience, especially Amanda for flora input and helping with picnics and Nigel for picnic shopping. 

Highlights were discussed which included close views of Firecrest, seeing Stone-Curlew, especially when it was 

being dive-bombed by Avocets, searching and eventually watching Moltoni’s Warbler and the display by Balearic 

Warbler. There was also some disappointment for one that a few of his target birds proved hard to see and were 

not singing from the top of a bush. With an early start tomorrow we walked to the hotel reception and settled 

our room bills before retiring.  

Day 8                                                                                 Saturday 23rd April 

Puerto Pollença to Palma Airport  

Departure flight times were not as kind as they had been for our arrival with four leaving late morning and two 

having a late afternoon flight, so a lazy start was not an option. Some did chance a quick look at the marsh where 

a Purple Heron was in the pool next to the viewing platform, and Martin ventured to the hide. He saw a splendid 

male Marsh Harrier pass close by and a small falcon which he hoped would be Eleonora’s Falcon but turned out 
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to be a Kestrel. We had to be on our way to the airport immediately after breakfast so once we had eaten we said 

goodbye to the hotel which had served us well, boarded the minibus, and departed.  

The journey was uneventful but as we neared the airport the cloudy skies deposited some rain. We did note 

Kestrel and Red Kite en route. We debussed at ‘Departures’, said our final group farewells and everyone went to 

find their check in desks whilst Alan returned the hire minibus. Once everyone was back in the UK, another 

Naturetrek adventure came to an end. Thank you for your companionship during a wonderful week on a 

beautiful island. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

S’Albufera Marsh from the hotel at dawn 
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Species lists 
 

Birds (H = Heard only) 
 
      April 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna 2  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

2 Gadwall  Mareca strepera   2  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca             ✓   

5 Marbled Duck Marmaronetta angustirostris             ✓   

6 
Red-crested 
Pochard  

Netta rufina     
✓     ✓   

7 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina   1 1      ✓   

8 
Red-legged 
Partridge  

Alectoris rufa   1       2   

9 Scopoli's Shearwater  Calonectris diomedea        50
+ 

      

10 Balearic Shearwater  Puffinus mauretanicus         10
+ 

      

11 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis            2   

12 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus   50 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

13 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus       8         

14 Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus       1         

15 
Black-crowned Night 
Heron  

Nycticorax nycticorax   3 1  8       

16 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis ✓    ✓ ✓  
✓  

17 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 1  4 1 2 2 1 1  

18 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea   2  2    2 1 1 

19 Great Egret Ardea alba  1   1       

20 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta 1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

21 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   13 4 2 1 1 4  

22 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus 1  2   1         

23 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus     10        1   

24 Cinereous Vulture  Aegypius monachus   1  2       2   

25 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 1  3      1     

26 
Western Marsh 
Harrier  

Circus aeruginosus 4  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

27 Red Kite  Milvus milvus 1 1 1    4 1    1 

28 Black Kite  Milvus migrans 1    1       2   

29 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus    H H H   H  H   

30 Western Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio        2        

31 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

32 Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata       6         

33 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra   ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

34 
Eurasian Stone-
Curlew  

Burhinus oedicnemus   H  4    2 2 1  

35 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

36 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta    3   
50+

  
✓ ✓  ✓   
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      April 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

37 
Common Ringed 
Plover 

Charadrius hiaticula       2      

38 Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius 1     ✓   
✓  

39 Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus 2  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

40 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago       2         

41 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus     1      

42 
Common 
Greenshank 

Tringa nebularia    1  1  1    

43 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 2  1       1 2    

44 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola   1   1 1      

45 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 1  1 3 2 1  1 2  

46 Little Stint Calidris minuta     8       

47 Dunlin Calidris alpina       5         

48 Ruff  Calidris pugnax 2          

49 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus       2      ✓   

50 Audouin's Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii 6  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  

51 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

52 Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica   2             

53 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 2        

54 Common Tern Sterna hirundo   4    1    6    

55 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida       3  

56 Black Tern Chlidonias niger       2  

57 (Feral) Rock Dove Columba livia (feral) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

58 
Common Wood 
Pigeon 

Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

59 
European Turtle 
Dove 

Streptopelia turtur          2     

60 
Eurasian Collared 
Dove  

Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

61 Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus       1         

62 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba          ✓      

63 Common Swift Apus apus  2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

64 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops 1 2     ✓  
✓   

65 Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla    1           

66 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 1 2 4 1 2 3 1 2 

67 Eleonora's Falcon  Falco eleonorae          1   1  

68 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus        H 1    

69 
(Balearic) Woodchat 
Shrike 

Lanius senator badius   1          1  

70 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius    1     

71 
Eurasian Golden 
Oriole  

Oriolus oriolus    1           

72 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   30 ✓   2 4    

73 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   1  2 ✓      

74 Great Tit  Parus major  3 ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓  

75 Thekla’s Lark  Galerida theklae          4     

76 
Greater Short-toed 
Lark  

Calandrella brachydactyla          3 1     

77 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ 

78 
Eurasian Crag 
Martin  

Ptyonoprogne rupestris        1 ✓     

79 
Common House 
Martin  

Delichon urbicum 6      
✓ ✓  ✓   

80 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

81 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓      ✓   
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      April 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

82 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   ✓     H  ✓   

83 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix  2       

84 Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus        ✓    H   

85 Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus             H   

86 
Grasshopper 
Warbler 

Locustella naevia       H  

87 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis  
✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ 

88 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla  2 ✓ ✓        ✓   

89 
Common 
Whitethroat 

Curruca communis    1     

90 Balearic Warbler  Curruca balearica   1             

91 Spectacled Warbler Curruca conspicillata   1      

92 Moltoni's Warbler Curruca subalpina     1          

93 Sardinian Warbler  Curruca melanocephala ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

94 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla     6           

95 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes    H          

96 Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor     1     6      

97 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

98 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata     1    

99 
Mediterranean 
Flycatcher  

Muscicapa tyrrhenica balearica       3 2    

100 European Robin Erithacus rubecula   H      

101 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos    H ✓ H H H  

102 
European Pied 
Flycatcher 

Ficedula hypoleuca   8 ✓ ✓  ✓  1    

103 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius   2     1 1     

104 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola 2  ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓  

105 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe       3         

106 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

107 
Spanish Yellow 
Wagtail 

Motacilla flava iberiae   ✓  ✓ ✓     

108 White Wagtail Motacilla alba    1  2    

109 Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris     3         

110 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs    ✓         

111 
European 
Greenfinch  

Chloris chloris H ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

112 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina  1 ✓      ✓ ✓ ✓   

113 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ 

114 European Serin  Serinus serinus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

115 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra   6    4 ✓ ✓   

116 
Common Reed 
Bunting  

Emberiza schoeniclus             2   

Orchids                   

   April 

 Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1 Mirror Orchid Ophrys speculum   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓     

2 Bee Orchid Ophrys apifera           ✓   

3 
Loose-flowered 
Orchid 

Anacamptis laxiflora     ✓           

4 a Marsh Orchid sp.             ✓   

5 
Small-flowered 
Tongue Orchid 

Serapias parviflora ✓     ✓    ✓ ✓   
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      April 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Butterflies                   

   April 

 Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon   ✓      
✓  

2 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea   ✓       ✓  

3 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra    ✓     

4 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni    
✓         

5 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui   ✓          ✓   

6 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta   ✓ ✓  ✓    ✓ ✓   

7 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria   ✓  
✓  

✓ ✓   

8 Small White Artogeia rapae         ✓ ✓  

9 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera        ✓     

10 Common Blue Polyammatus icarus             ✓   

11 White sp.   ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓    ✓  

Reptiles & 

Amphibians 
                  

   April 

 Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1 Iberian Water Frog Rana perezi    ✓ H    H  

2 Red-eared Terrapin Trechemys scripta            ✓   

3 
European Pond 
Terrapin 

Emys orbicularis      2         

4 a Snake sp.              ✓   

Mammals (D = dead)                   

   April 

 Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus         ✓     

2 Maorcan Hare Lepus granatensis solisi         D       

3 Mallorcan Hedgehog Atelerix algirus vagans         D       

4 
Common Pipistrelle 
Bat 

Pipistrellus pipistrellus  
✓ ✓   ✓     

✓  

Other fauna sightings                   

   April 

 Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1 
Egyptian 
Grasshopper 

Anacridium aegyptium ✓              

2 
Mediterranean 
Spotted Chafer  

Oxythyrea funesta ✓    
✓  

✓   ✓   

3 various snails   ✓     
✓ ✓ ✓  

4 
Pine Processionary 
Moth bivouacs 

      ✓          

5 7-spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata          ✓     

6 a Buprestid Beetle Chalcophora mariana   ✓             

Flora                   

   April 

 Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

http://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/species.php?vernacular_name=Holly%20Blue
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      April 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1 Dwarf Fan Palm Chamaerops humilis  
✓ ✓    ✓ ✓   

2 Hedgehog Plant Astragalus balearicus   ✓ ✓      ✓     

3 
Balearic Sowbread 
(cyclamen) 

Cyclamen balearicum     ✓           

4 Asphodel Asphodelus aestivus  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

5 
Balearic St. John’s 
wort 

Hypericum balearicum      ✓   

6 Field Gladiolus Gladiolus italicus ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓  

7 Tassel Hyacinth Leopoldia comosa           ✓  ✓   

8 Crown Daisy Glebionis coronarium ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

9 
Purple Viper's 
Bugloss 

Echium plantagineum         ✓       

10 
Mediterranean 
Tapeweed egagropili 

Posidonia oceanica ✓      ✓ ✓  

11 Cuckoo Pint Arum italica      ✓         

12 Barbary Nut Gynandriris sisyrinchium  ✓    ✓   

13 a pink Thistle Galactites tomentosa ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

14 French Honeysuckle Hedysarum coronarium      ✓   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Green Sandpiper 


