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Tour leaders: Andy Tucker (tour leader)
Antonio Rodríguez (local guide)
Abel Lancho (local guide)
Juan Martínez (cook)

Tour participants Chris Stratford Essex
Pam Stratford Essex
Debra Bataller Essex
Paul Markley Cambs
Maureen Markley Cambs
Richard Camier Kent
Sherry Camier Kent
Alan Oakes Bucks
Margaret Oakes Bucks
Stephen Root N Yorks
Robert Roza Notts
Peter Scourse Gwent

Day 1 Sunday 17th September

Gatwick – Seville – Villamanrique de la Condesa – El Rocio – Chucena

Warm and sunny

A rather chaotic early Sunday morning at Gatwick was negotiated by all and we took off just a few minutes late
on our BA flight to Seville. We landed in warm Andalusian sunshine, met with our guide for the first day, Jesús,
and drove south-west away from Seville. It wasn’t long before we had left the suburbs behind and started to skirt
around some of the lagoons and paddy fields to the north of Coto Doñana. A brief stop gave us a taste of things
to come, with Glossy Ibis, Greater Flamingo and various egrets, waders and many White Storks, together with
Fan-tailed and Melodious Warblers and Hoopoe. Moving on, we stopped for the first of many excellent al-fresco
lunches prepared by Juan at Villamanrique de la Condesa. We hadn’t anticipated how many courses there would

Abel & Antonio, with Juan behind
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be though, and most of us were full by the time the superb venison stew arrived! An obliging Little Owl showed
well after lunch, and our first Griffon Vultures drifted over, seemingly unperturbed by the fire crackers being let
off by people at the adjacent village fair. After checking in at the pleasant Hotel Toruño in El Rocio, we made an
evening excursion first to see two immature Black Storks in the dried-up marismas near to the village, then to a
Black-shouldered Kite site at a private finca near Chucena. Superb views of the kite followed, with Short-toed
Eagle and Southern Grey Shrike also being seen well. After dinner back in El Rocio we retired quickly to bed
after this morning’s early start.

Day 2 Saturday 18th September

Coto Doñana National Park

Hot, dry and sunny

We left the hotel pre-dawn in two landrovers, and made our way slowly down the sandy track leading to Coto del
Rey. We briefly heard Nightingale and Cetti’s Warbler at dawn, and examined fresh Iberian Lynx tracks in the
damp sand. The dried up marshes were atmospheric in the early morning mist and rising sun. Both Red and
Fallow Deer were seen well as we scanned likely perches for raptors. We continued driving through the many
and varied Doñana habitats, and pulled over near the old Palacio del Rey when Antonio spotted an interesting
raptor on a pylon – Spanish Imperial Eagle! The light wasn’t perfect but nevertheless we had fabulous views of
this sought-after species through the ‘scopes, with Antonio filling us in on the species’ current status within the
park. We also took this opportunity to discuss some of the many problems facing the Lynx in and around
Doñana. The ever-tightening noose of roads surrounding the whole Guadalquiver delta probably presents the
single greatest threat to this critically-endangered feline. Fiercely territorial, as are all wild cats, young Lynx must
spread out in search of new territory and it is at this dispersal stage when they are at their most vulnerable, with
several killed each year in collisions with traffic. Unless a safe green belt can be forged through the intense
agriculture which surrounds the protected area in Doñana, enabling young Lynx to establish new territories, the
gene pool will remain weak, and the future of Doñana’s Lynx, in anything but a highly manipulated and limited
manner, looks doomed.

Another excellent lunch followed at the converted outbuilding where Antonio’s photography graced the walls.
We headed back to the hotel (Red Kite, Raven and Booted Eagle en route) to relax in the heat of the day, before
heading out again late afternoon. The dry marshes produced seven Stone Curlew, two unexpected Little Bustard
(not currently confirmed as breeding in Doñana) while an evening stint at the only wetland within the park
produced several waders, but not the hoped-for sandgrouse. An endearing Little Owl made the drive worthwhile
though! Heading out of the park at dusk, Red-necked Nightjar was seen in the headlamps, but we drew a blank
with Lynx.
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Day 3 Monday 19th September

Coto del Rey – Aznalcazar – Coria del Rio – Isla Menor

Hot, dry and sunny

Day 3 and we again set off pre-dawn for the national park. A brief sighting of a Lynx-like creature emerging
from a bush a couple of hundred metres away set the pulse racing, but the sighting remained unconfirmed. A
short while later and we were treated to a wonderful encounter with a Lynx! An adult female was spotted sitting
in the gloom beside the track. Seemingly unperturbed by our presence, she cleaned herself and called to her two
cubs, which remained hidden from view. After several minutes, she wandered off into the scrub in an
unconcerned fashion, leaving group members elated. Incredibly lucky to encounter a wild Lynx, and to witness
completely natural behaviour in the open, our joy was only curtailed by the knowledge we now had of what peril
these magnificent creatures are in. After breakfast in a quiet meadow we drove on through the Stone Pine
woodland, seeing Bonelli’s Warbler and abundant Azure-winged Magpies. After a quick break at the hotel we
headed out to the rice fields north of the protected area. Here we had good views of Marsh Harrier, Osprey, a
range of waders and, surprisingly, Golden Bishop, which has invaded from Africa and now breeds in numbers
on both sides of the Guadalquivir. Currently on the “exotics” list in Spain, it is probably only a matter of time
before it is added to the full country bird list.

Juan was again waiting for us with a tasty picnic up in the pines above Aznalcazar. Sardinian Warbler showed
well in the pine overhead.

After lunch we headed to Coria del Rio where we crossed the river in the minibuses on a barge, and proceeded
to the wetlands around Isla Menor. Despite the heat, we had a very productive afternoon’s birding, with Night
Heron, Black Vulture, Red-crested Pochard, a range of other ducks, Purple Gallinule, Great White Egret,
Whiskered Tern and Penduline Tit all new for the trip.

Now it was time to return to El Rocio for a very good Wild Boar stew – just what Peter had requested at lunch!

Day 4 & 5 Tuesday 20th & Wednesday 21st September

Sierra Morena

Cooler and cloudy

Now it was time to head to the hills north of Seville. These dry, rugged hills provided ideal territory for Lynx in
the recent past, but the remaining viable population (around 100 individuals) is hemmed in between huge private
hunting estates and an ever expanding road network.

Any notion that spotting a Lynx was easy after our flush of success in Doñana was quashed in the Sierra’s huge
panoramic vistas. We dedicated many hours at dawn and dusk and although rewarded with Red and Fallow Deer,
Spanish Imperial, Golden and Bonelli’s Eagles, Wild Boar and evidence of Lynx (excretia), the cats themselves
remained – in the words of our excellent local guides – phantoms of the hills.
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Our time here was enjoyable; more superb authentic Spanish food (and wine!) from Juan, Hawfinch in the pine
trees outside our accommodation, and some good birding, particularly for raptors.

The tour was perhaps summed up during our last evening. Dusk was quiet, only the barking and roaring of Red
Deer stags and croaking of frogs breaking the monotony of several hours of fruitless scanning. Suddenly a
superb Eagle Owl flew over our heads from the trees behind, and settled majestically on the rocks opposite. A
magnificent bird, a true denizen of the Realm of the Lynx, at one with its environment. We left Andalusia with
the hope that these two species – ambassadors for the wild regions that remain in southern Spain - continue to
share this tierra into and beyond the next generation.
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Species lists

Birds
September 2006

Common Name Scientific Name 17 18 19 20 21
1 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 
2 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis  
3 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo   

4 Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 
5 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis    
6 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 2
7 Little Egret Egretta garzetta    

8 Great White Egret Egretta alba 1
9 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea     
10 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 
11 Black Stork Ciconia nigra   

12 White Stork Ciconia ciconia    
13 Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia  1
14 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus  
15 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus rubber   

16 Greylag Goose Anser anser  
17 Wigeon Anas penelope  
18 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos    
19 Gadwall Anas strepera 

20 Pintail Anas acuta  
21 Shoveler Anas clypeata 
22 Teal Anas crecca  
23 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 

24 Pochard Aythya ferina 
25 Red Kite Milvus milvus 
26 Black Vulture Aegypius monachus 1 
27 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus     

28 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus   
29 Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus  
30 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 2
31 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo    

32 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos  
33 Spanish Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca (adalberti) 3  
34 Bonelli’s Eagle Hieraaetus fasciatus 1
35 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus    

36 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus     
37 Osprey Pandion haliaetus 2 
38 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus     
39 Peregrine Falco peregrinus 1
40 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa    
41 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus  
42 Coot Fulica atra  
43 Purple Gallinule Porphyrio porphyrio 

44 Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax 2
45 Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus 7
46 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus   
47 Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 

48 Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola   
49 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 
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50 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
51 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 
52 Dunlin Calidris alpina 
53 Ruff Philomachus pugnax  

54 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 
55 Redshank Tringa totanus  
56 Greenshank Tringa nebularia  
57 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos   

58 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 
59 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 
60 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 
61 Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans 

62 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 
63 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus 
64 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus     
65 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia    

66 Stock Dove Columba oenas 
67 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto     
68 Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 
69 Eagle Owl Bubo bubo 1
70 Tawny Owl Strix aluco h h
71 Little Owl Athene noctua  
72 Red-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus ruficollis  h
73 Common Swift Apus apus  

74 Kingfisher Alcedo atthis   
75 Hoopoe Upupa epops     
76 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis  
77 Great-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major   

78 Woodlark Lullula arborea h h h
79 Crested Lark Galerida cristata    
80 Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris 
81 Sand Martin Riparia riparia  

82 Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica    
83 Swallow Hirundo rustica     
84 House Martin Delichon urbica    
85 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris 1
86 White Wagtail Motacilla alba  
87 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
88 Yellow (Iberian) Wagtail Motacilla flava (iberiae)  
89 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   

90 Dunnock Prunella modularis  
91 Robin Erithacus rubecula h  
92 Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos h h
93 Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus  

94 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra    
95 Stonechat Saxicola torquata  
96 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe  
97 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius 

98 Blackbird Turdus merula    
99 Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis    
100 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti h h h
101 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus h
102 Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
103 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta   
104 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala  
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105 Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli 
106 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus  
107 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita  
108 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca     

109 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata    
110 Crested Tit Parus cristatus 
111 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus    
112 Great Tit Parus major    

113 Coal Tit Parus ater 
114 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus  
115 Penduline Tit Remiz pedulinus 
116 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla 

117 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor    
118 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor     
119 Magpie Pica pica     
120 Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica cyana     

121 Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 
122 Jackdaw Corvus monedula    
123 Raven Corvus corax  
124 Carrion Crow Corvus corone 

125 House Sparrow Passer domesticus     
126 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs    
127 Hawfinch C. coccothraustes 
128 Serin Serinus serinus 

129 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris   
130 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis    
131 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus 1

Common Waxbill 
Golden Bishop 

Mammals
September 2006

Common Name Scientific Name 17 18 19 20 21
1 Red Fox 1
2 Iberian Lynx 1
3 Red Deer    
4 Fallow Deer    
5 Rabbit    
6 Wild Boar  h 


