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Tour Leader:    Byron Palacios 

 

Participants:   Faith Brown  

    Keith Brown  

    Helen Ingelbrecht 

    Nicholas Baker 

    Lynn Bonner  

Summary 

A wonderful experience! Not many trips have been granted such unique chances to enjoy watching the world’s 

rarest cat as we did during this trip. The group had the chance to see Iberian Lynx in Doñana National Park (two 

cats in half of an hour!) and finally – after a lot of hard work – a well rewarded ‘brunch’ with one individual at 

Sierra de Andujar Natural Reserve. March prooved to be an excellent month to catch up with early bird 

migration which, amongst the stunning locations visited, landscapes, good weather and hospitable lodges came 

together to make a very successful trip.  

Day 1 Friday 18th March 

Heathrow – Madrid – Seville – El Rocio – Doñana National Park 

I met some tour participants at London Heathrow and en route met with some others. We reassembled the 

whole group in Madrid airport to our final leg down to Seville. The weather was glorious as we left the airport 

behind, driving through the city in our comfortable van, eastwards to El Rocio, a village located just in the 

outskirts of Doñana National Park. After settling down in our lovely hotel, we prepared to go out on our very 

first expedition in the park. Riding in a 4x4, the bumpy track didn’t stop us from seeing our first Black Kites, 

White Storks, Common Buzzard, Little, Cattle and Great White Egrets, Grey Heron, Iberian Grey Shrike, 

Woodchat Shrike and Common Kestrels. Driving through deep water paddles – due to heavy rainfall in the last 

two weeks – we arrived at El Coto del Rey, and did a bit of walk around La Garvija. The Marisma looked 

flooded, ideal for many wildfowl such as Mallards, Wigeon, Shoveler, Little Grebe, Moorhen, Coot, Purple 

Swamp-Hen, Black-backed Stilt, Eurasian Spoonbill, and Glossy Ibis, amongst others. A Spanish Imperial Eagle 

was seen perched in the distance, and we drifted towards him in order to get better views of this lovely bird of 

prey. More Black Kites were seen on this new site, plus a beautiful perched Short-toed Eagle and a Peregrine 

Falcon, such a wonderful raptor place! Other birds such as Meadow Pipit, Skylark, Crested Lark, Eurasian 

Hoopoe, Northern Wheatear, Corn Bunting and Sardinian Warbler were seen here. As the sun was about to hide 

in the horizon, we decided that was time to go after our ‘main dish’: Iberian Lynx. Driving carefully and with 

eyes wide open, suddenly local guide Miguel spotted one female Lynx meandering on the left hand side of the 

track: amazing!! We all enjoyed watching this beautiful animal as she walked amongst the scrub secretively and 

looking for some food. She then moved onto the hidden tracks amongst the bushes and vanished for us. Happy 

enough to have seen Lynx so promptly and for such a good amount of time, we continued driving until Miguel 

Angel – our park guide – spotted another female, but this time this one had a catch, a freshly-killed rabbit, which 

she enjoyed eating comfortably despite our presence. What a way to start the tour with two Iberian Lynx under 

our belts already!! Very happy and satisfied, we drove back to our hotel for our well deserved delicious local 

supper!   
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Day 2 Saturday 19th March 

El Rocio – Doñana National Park – La Rocina 

Another beautiful day in El Rocio; after an early breakfast, we met again our local guide Miguel in order to make 

another visit to Doñana National Park. A pair of beautiful Little Owls and Eurasian Hoopoe were greeting us 

right after the main entrance. Our first stop produced interesting birds such as Short-toed Treecreeper, Glossy 

Ibis, Black Kite, Marsh Harrier, Short-toed Eagle, Common Buzzard, Grey Heron, Little and Cattle Egrets, 

Raven and superb scope views of Booted Eagle. We continued into de Marisma area spotting a superb Great 

spotted Cuckoo perched on a stump, plus perched and in-flight Short-toed Eagle, Calandra, Short-toed, Lesser 

Short-toed and Crested Larks, a large group of Greater Flamingos, Black-headed and Yellow-legged Gulls, 

Glossy Ibis, Fan-tailed Warbler, Northern Wheatear, White and Iberian Yellow Wagtails, Black-winged Stilt, 

Little Ringed Plover, Common and Green Sandpipers, and much more!  

 

Not far away from the Valverde visitor centre, we spotted a beautiful pair of the endangered and rare Crested 

Coot, amongst some Common Coot, Little and Great-crested Grebes, Mallard and Pochard; some Woodchat 

Shrike and Willow Warbler were also seen. Once at the visitor centre, we enjoyed watching some Purple Heron, 

Marsh Harrier, Red-crested Pochard, Little Grebe, Glossy Ibis and more, whilst enjoying a nice cup of coffee. As 

lunch time was getting closer, we decided to drive another 10 km along the flooded marismas, where Whinchat, 

Lesser Kestrel, Linnet and lots of Corn Buntings were seen. We certainly found a nice place to enjoy our picnic 

lunch and overlooking the vast territory which was, without any doubt, music to our eyes! Red Kite and Reed 

Warbler were spotted at the site.  

 

After lunch, we started our drive back towards El Rocio, making a few stops on the way to see Squacco Heron, 

Purple Swamp-Hen, Black Kite, Griffon Vulture and two more Booted Eagle.oOnce in El Rocio and after a 

short break, we drive a short distance to make a visit to La Rocina. A few birds were seen here, although they 

were a bit shy and elusive; Tawny Owl, Iberian Chiffchaff, Chaffinch, Serin, Great, Blue and Long-tailed Tits. 

We also visited El Palacio de Acebron where lots of House Martins, Barn Swallow and Great Spotted 

Woodpecker were seen. A quick stop on the way back allowed us to see an elusive Dartford Warbler. We drove 

back to our hotel in order to get ready to enjoy supper. 

 

Day 3 Sunday 20th March 

El Rocio – El Acebuche - Andujar Natural Park 

We had another beautiful sunny morning today in El Rocio. After a good breakfast, we checked out of our lovely 

hotel in order to start our long journey towards Andujar, planning to make a birding stop in El Acebuche first. 

We had stunning views of Tree Sparrow, Azure-winged Magpie, Hoopoe and Red-rumped Swallow right at the 

car park, plus Short-toed Treecreeper, Dartford and Sardinian Warblers, Chiffchaff, and two very cooperative 

Thekla Larks by the board walk, superb views! The hides produced good birds around the ponds too; Red-

crested and Eurasian Pochard, Coot, Little and Great-crested Grebe, Mallard, Black-winged Stilt, Iberian Yellow 

Wagtail, Marsh Harrier, Booted Eagle (both forms) and a tree full of warblers such as Iberian Chiffchaff, Sedge’s 

and Subalpine Warblers. We also enjoyed photographing a gorgeous male Ocellated Lizard which was basking in 

the pleasant sun right by the hide’s entrance.  
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We had a delicious lunch at the picnic area, and eventually we drove up out of El Acebuche and hit the road 

towards Andujar. It took us more than three hours to get there, and after checking in, we decided to take 

advantage of the last hours of light to check some of the surrounding areas, but nothing special turned up, so we 

decided to drive back to the hotel in order to get ourselves ready for a very delicious local-style supper!!    

Day 4 Monday 21st March 

Andujar Natural Park (El Encinarejo & La Lancha) 

It was another beautiful morning, great to see some early arrivals such as Eurasian Wryneck just by the restaurant 

at breakfast time! We then drove down into the natural park – El Encinarejo – and walked along the river hoping 

to see some wildlife. As there were no signs of mammals around, the different birds we saw here made our 

morning; Black Vulture, Iberian Green Woodpecker, Red-rumped Swallow, Great Spotted Cuckoo, Crested Tit, 

Serin, Blackcap, Sardinian and Subalpine Warblers, Wood Lark, Griffon Vulture, Booted Eagle, Azure-winged 

Magpie, Short-toed Treecreeper, Eurasian Jay, and much more were seen along the track. After enjoying our 

picnic lunch by the reservoir, we drove back to our hotel for a break. We started again in the mid afternoon and 

drove to the area of La Lancha – around the La Jandula reservoir – in order to search some other areas good for 

Iberian Lynx. We checked some spots along the slopes of this stunning area, getting a few Red Deer pleasantly 

grazing around the scrubs. A few bird species such as Blue Rock Thrush, Lesser Kestrel, Sardinian and Dartford 

Warblers were around the boulders in the hills. We kept scanning the area intensively with no signs of any 

mammals. Just before dusk, we decided to drive back to our hotel to get ready to enjoy the local gastronomy.  

Day 5 Tuesday 22nd March 

Embalse del Rio Jandula – La Lancha 

After an early breakfast, we drove to the area known as La Lancha, in a cold but dry morning. We started to scan 

the slopes carefully in case of any movement and, had a Red Fox and several Red Deer and rabbits. We kept 

checking other hotspots where Iberian Lynx usually hang around but no sign of them; instead a few good birds 

such as Sardinian Warbler, Crested Tit, Black Vulture, Peregrine Falcon, Common Kestrel, Short-toed 

Treecreeper, and Red-billed Chough were seen, and we had stunning views of Spanish Imperial Eagle making a 

nest on top of a eucalyptus tree by the reservoir. After lunch, we continued down to the reservoir in order to 

explore the surroundings of the dam, as walking through the tunnel is a good opportunity to see roosting 

Greater Mouse-eared and Geoffroy's Bats. The rest of the walk was a bit quiet as the afternoon continued, 

although some interesting birds such as Red-billed Chough, Blue Rock Thrush, Black Redstart, Mistle Thrush 

and a Goshawk (on the way down to the reservoir) were seen. We then drove back to keep scanning some of the 

slopes after Iberian Lynx but things kept quiet hence we decided to retire to our hotel in order to have a break 

after a long day in the field. Of course, a delicious feast of local food waited for us as usual. 

Day 6 Wednesday 23rd March 

Sierra Morena – Seville 

We were expecting a very overcast and unsettled day today (as per the local weather forecast), nevertheless, we 

had a very dry and nice sunny morning instead!  
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After breakfast, we got our luggage ready to collect and we drove down to El Encinarejo once again – to a lower 

bit of the River Jandula – in order to search every single patch looking for Iberian Lynx. The weather conditions 

were perfect, nice light sun, lovely breeze and the area was very peaceful; ideal for cats, although the first 

mammals we saw were Fallow and Red Deer grazing very relaxed along the dehesa. Very active around were 

Sardinian Warbler, Wood Lark, Great Spotted Cuckoo, Azure-winged Magpie, Green Woodpecker, Short-toed 

Treecreeper, Hoopoe, and Serin, amongst others. 

 

We decided to change the spot and walk further down the road following the river until we got to a certain spot 

where it was much easier to scan the boulders across the river. It was dead quiet, until a group of Magpies 

suddenly went very agitated and produced alarm calls above a tree next to the shore, which put us in alert and 

ready to scan around following the alarm calls; and there it was…a fantastic female Iberian Lynx, very relaxed 

and looking for a nice place to take a late morning nap! Not that worried about our presence across the river, she 

just sat and got herself comfy by the logs and had a nap! What a sighting, the best so far (personal comment 

based on my previous experiences watching Iberian Lynx, and I guess on behalf of the whole group!) and a 

marvellous and deserved paid off to all the efforts we made looking for the rarest cat in the world during the last 

two full days whilst in the area! We even had the time to have our early lunch watching this wonderful cat taking 

her mid morning siesta, and also to share our scope views with a small group of school students who were 

astonished by this beautiful Iberian Lynx. 

 

After lunch, and amongst Goshawks, Spanish Imperial Eagles and Black and Griffon Vultures, we drove back to 

our hotel to collect our luggage and make our way down to Seville airport, where we arrived on time to catch the 

group’s flight.   

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

      March 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus        

2 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis        

3 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo        

4 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis        

5 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides        

6 Little Egret Egretta garzetta        

7 Great White Egret Egretta alba        

8 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea        

9 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea        

10 Black Stork Ciconia nigra        

11 White Stork Ciconia ciconia        

12 Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia        

13 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus        

14 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber        

15 Greylag Goose Anser anser        

16 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna        

17 Wigeon Anas penelope        

18 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos        

19 Gadwall Anas strepera        

20 Shoveler Anas clypeata        

21 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina        

22 Pochard Aythya ferina        

23 Black Kite Milvus migrans        

24 Red Kite Milvus milvus         

25 Black Vulture Aegypius monachus        

26 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus        

27 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus        

28 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus        

29 Goshawk Accipiter gentilis        

30 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo        

31 Spanish Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca (adalberti)        

32 Bonelli’s Eagle Hieraaetus fasciatus        

33 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus        

34 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus        

35 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus        

36 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni        

37 Peregrine  Falco peregrinus        

38 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa        

39 Baillon's Crake Porzana pusilla   h     

40 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus  h h     

41 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus        

42 Coot Fulica atra        

43 Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata        

44 Purple Gallinule Porphyrio porphyrio        

45 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus        

46 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius        

47 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus        
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      March 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 

48 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos        

49 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus        

50 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus        

51 Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans        

52 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus        

53 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia        

54 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto        

55 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus        

56 Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius        

57 Tawny Owl Strix aluco        

58 Little Owl Athene noctua        

59 Alpine Swift Apus melba        

60 Pallid Swift Apus pallidus   ?     

61 Common Swift Apus apus        

62 Hoopoe Upupa epops        

63 Wryneck Jynx torquilla        

64 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis        

65 Great-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major        

66 Woodlark Lullula arborea        

67 Crested Lark Galerida cristata        

68 Thekla Lark Galerida theklae        

69 Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla        

70 Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens        

71 Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra        

72 Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris        

73 Sand Martin Riparia riparia        

74 Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica        

75 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica        

76 House Martin Delichon urbica        

77 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis        

78 White Wagtail Motacilla alba        

79 Yellow (Iberian) Wagtail Motacilla flava iberiae        

80 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes        

81 Robin Erithacus rubecula        

82 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros        

83 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra        

84 Stonechat Saxicola torquata        

85 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe        

86 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius        

87 Blackbird Turdus merula        

88 Song Thrush Turdus        

89 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus        

90 Savi’s Warbler Locustella luscinioides   h     

91 Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis        

92 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti  h h h h h 

93 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus        

94 Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus        

95 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata        

96 Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans        

97 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla        

98 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala        
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      March 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 

99 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus        

100 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita        

101 Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus         

102 Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus  h h     

103 Crested Tit Parus cristatus        

104 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus        

105 Great Tit Parus major        

106 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus        

107 Nuthatch Sitta europaea        

108 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla        

109 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor        

110 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator        

111 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor        

112 Jay Garrulus glandarius        

113 Magpie Pica pica        

114 Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica cyana        

115 Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax        

116 Jackdaw Corvus monedula        

117 Raven Corvus corax        

118 Carrion Crow Corvus corone         

119 Tree Sparrow Passer montanus        

120 House Sparrow Passer domesticus        

121 Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia        

122 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs        

123 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes        

124 Serin Serinus serinus        

125 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris        

126 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis        

127 Linnet Acanthis cannabina        

128 Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra        

129 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia        

MAMMALS          

1 Greater Mouse-eared Bat Myotis myotis        

2 Geoffroy's Bat Myotis emarginatus        

3 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes        

4 Iberian Lynx Lynx pardinus       

5 Red Deer  Cervus elaphus       

6 Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus        

7 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus        

8 Iberian Hare Lepus granatensis        

REPTILES          

1 Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauretanica        

2 Iberian Sand Lizard Psammodromus hispanicus         

3 Ocellated Lizard Lacerta lepida        

 


