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Tour Leaders:    Byron Palacios  Naturetrek Leader 

    Julian Gayarre  Local Guide 

 

Participants:   Jean Silver 

    John Harrison 

    Chris Schofield 

    Linda Schofield 

    Dave Sharpe 

    Cliff Tack 

    Lesley Nolan 

    Eve Ellis 

    Marnick Vanelslander 

    Elsa Lee 

    Dave Shute 

    Den Lambert 

    Penny Evans 

Summary 

A wonderful experience in the most fantastic areas of Andalusia! The weather was brilliant too, and allowed us to 

enjoy amazing landscapes, wildlife, the local people, and great food! We were unlucky not to have any Iberian 

Lynx sightings, but still enjoyed this holiday at both Doñana National Park and Sierra de Andujar Natural 

Reserve. March proved to be an excellent month to catch up with early bird migration. The overall results, 

although exciting would have been better with sightings of Iberian Lynx... we’ll have to come back again!!  

Day 1 Thursday 15th March 

London Gatwick – Seville – El Rocio – Doñana National Park 

It was an early start for the majority of us in order to take the 08:00 flight to Seville from London Gatwick 

airport. Our group reassembled at our arrival to Seville airport, we sorted out our transport and immediately hit 

the road heading west towards the unique village of El Rocio, a unique and wild-west-style village located just on 

the outskirts of Doñana National Park. After a quick lunch stop, we checked in and settled down into our lovely 

hotel, and prepared ourselves to go out on our very first expedition. Some of us checked out the marshes right 

behind the hotel where hundreds of Great Flamingos and Shoveler carpeted the waters, alongside European 

Spoonbills, Eurasian Oystercatcher, Mallard, Teal, Black-backed Stilt, Common Coot, Moorhen, and Glossy Ibis, 

amongst others. We set off to Doñana National Park, where Crested Larks, Cattle and Little Egrets, Black Kites, 

Sardinian Warbler, Hoopoe, Tree and Meadow Pipits, and a few Booted Eagles kept us busy on our ride. A Little 

Owl was spotted by one of the vans.  
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The straight track which crosses through the Mediterranean forest through the marisma (seasonal flooded area) 

was dry due to the lack of rainfall during the winter. We took a good stroll towards an area with a strip of water 

where lots of interesting birds were concentrated, such as Calandra Lark, Purple Gallinule, Spotted and Common 

Redshank, Ringed Plover, Green Sandpiper, and Greater Flamingo. Our attention was soon attracted to the 

other side of the track and across a flooded marsh as we spotted a group of twelve Wild Boar feeding in the 

flooded area. They did not even care about our presence at all as they carried on with their ‘marshy feast’. 

Beautiful sunlight on them allowed us to enjoy the spectacle! Dusk was about to come and it was time to drive 

back to lynx country in search of this enigmatic cat. Despite the effort given to the search, no sign of this feline 

was found. Still happy and satisfied, we drove back to our hotel in order to get ready for our delicious local 

supper after a very long day!   

Day 2 Friday 16th March 

Doñana National Park  

After an early breakfast, we again met our local guides in order to make another visit to Doñana National Park. 

We split the day in two so we could focus on the Iberian Lynx in its more active hours. The morning was 

pristine, slightly chilly though, especially for those who think it is always hot in Spain! Having the weather on our 

side, we set off to the park after an early breakfast; seeing the usual birds such as Crested Lark, Meadow Pipit, 

Hoopoe, Black Kite, White Stork, Serin, but this time we had better views of  Sardinian Warbler and Little Owl,. 

We had also good views of a male Roe Deer not far from a group of young Red Deer. We then checked the 

same patch of Mediterranean forest and the main marisma but with not much luck. So then we decided to move 

to another area – the dehesa of Hierba Buena – when soon dark clouds covered the whole sky, bringing with 

them some showers. As the light rain was pretty much on and off, we carried on with our activities making the 

most out of the morning, which produced great views of Short-toed Eagles and a Spanish Imperial Eagle 

perched on one of the pylons. The walk across the dehesa was productive as Black Redstart, Tree Sparrow and 

even an Egyptian Mongoose was spotted while crossing the meadows. Once again, more dark clouds threatened 

to spoil the end of the morning as we had planned to have lunch at this place under an old Cork Oak; instead, 

we found some shelter nearby, settling to have our lunch at the lovely middle-of-nowhere place called La 

Garvija, where we enjoyed a fantastic lunch prepared by the local crew. 

 

After they treated us with a delicious lunch, we made our way back to El Rocio in order to break the day and 

take a little rest before our late afternoon excursion in Doñana again. Some of us carried on birding by the hotel 

finding some new species for the list such as Little Stint and Wood Sandpiper.  

 

Back in the park again, our efforts to keep looking for Iberian Lynx went even further as we kept exploring the 

area either in the van but also on foot at the permitted areas. This visit produced some new birds such as Crested 

Tit, Woodchat Shrike and Short-toed Treecreeper. A Tawny Owl responded to a play-back - Julian had heard it 

calling from the depths of the stone pine woods, something we really enjoyed. As the afternoon was fading, we 

searched in van for Lynx. Instead, there were more Red Deer, and a pair of Fallow Deers was spotted too. 

Unable not to feel disappointed, we saw the day fading to dark as we drove back to El Rocio, in order to chill 

out and get ready to enjoy a delicious supper and drinks! 
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Day 3 Saturday 17th March 

El Rocio – El Acebuche - Andujar Natural Park 

We had a foggy morning today in El Rocio which didn’t clear up until the late morning. After a good breakfast, 

we visited El Acebuche, one of the main visitor centres of Doñana National Park. Azure-winged Magpie, 

Spotless Starling and Tree Sparrow were seen in quite large groups moving around the car park and main 

building. We continued walking along the boardwalk towards the many hides located along the marshes. Several 

birds such as Little Grebe, Moorhen, Mallard, Spanish Yellow Wagtail, Eurasian Pochard, White Stork, 

Chiffchaff, Savi’s and Sedge Warbler were seen from the different hides. After taking a look at the visitor’s centre 

(and seeing three Iberian Lynx kittens on the live web camera screen, footage from the reintroduction station) 

we gathered together again at the car park in order to drive back to El Rocio, check out from our hotel and set 

off towards Andujar. We made a stop on the outskirts of Seville in order to enjoy our picnic lunch en route. It 

took us around three hours to get to our hotel, and after checking in, we decided to take advantage of the last 

hours of light to go after Iberian Lynx in the surrounding areas, but nothing special turned up, so we decided to 

drive back to the hotel in order to get ourselves ready for supper.    

Day 4 Sunday 18th March 

Andujar Natural Park (La Lancha & Rio Jandula) 

It was another beautiful morning adorned by the calls of Eurasian Cuckoo, Azure-winged Magpies, and Green 

Woodpecker from the hotel’s woods and gardens. A cold northern wind covered the morning as we drove into 

the natural park, this time to focus in the area of La Lancha. We set ourselves up in one of the corners of the 

track which overlooks a good part of the valley, well known for its Iberian Lynx sightings. As the sunlight was on 

our side, we scanned the area by sweeping it with our scopes or merely using our binoculars, finding groups of 

Fallow and Red Deer going across some of the ravines and amongst the cork oaks. A group of over a dozen 

Mouflon were spotted meandering on one of the hills as they were feeding; and lots was going on in the sky too 

as Griffon Vultures started to fly in circles as thermals picked up a little bit. A pair of Spanish Imperial Eagles 

was soaring in front of us, giving us great and detailed views of this endangered raptor while circling in the sky.  

 

By mid morning, the rumour of an Iberian Lynx being seen and spotted down the valley from nearby made us 

rush onto the next corner of the road, but the cat had disappeared amongst the bushes. A very frustrating 

moment indeed – and pretty much unlucky – as none of us had the chance to see it knowing that it was still 

around! We were just unlucky to be in the wrong place at the wrong time. We kept searching for it from this part 

of the valley but after a few hours nothing seemed to be around. A few interesting birds made our morning, 

Iberian Green Woodpecker, Red-billed Chough, Raven, Great Spotted Cuckoo, Serin, Blackcap, Sardinian and 

Dartford Warblers, Griffon Vulture, Spanish Imperial Eagle, Azure-winged Magpie, and much more were seen 

around this area.  

 

Soon it was lunch time and we drove down the abandoned village of La Lancha in order to set up our picnic 

lunch just by the reservoir, a good spot which overlooks the gulley. After lunch, we continued to the main dam, 

and then walked over the massive concrete bridge. Some interesting birds such as Blue Rock Thrush, Crag 

Martin and Spanish Yellow Wagtail were spotted here, plus some Black-winged Stilts, Grey Heron, House 

Martins and Barn Swallow too.  
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After the bridge of the dam, a short tunnel connects it to the north part of the reservoir, and we were able to see 

interesting views of roosting Mouse-eared and Goeffroy’s Bats which we all enjoyed watching with the help of 

our torches. After this, we drove back to the area from where we were searching for Iberian Lynx in the 

morning, but nothing was going on, so we decided to go back to our hotel and take a break to recharge our 

batteries before our late afternoon/early evening excursion. 

 

Back in the field around 5pm and willing to try in another good location for Iberian Lynx, we drove down the 

valley into the main basin of the River Jandula, located on the opposite side of La Lancha. This side has always 

produced good sightings, so we focussed on the areas along the river banks. Other great wildlife turned up while 

we were there, such as European Kingfisher, Short-toed Treecreeper, Golden Eagle and a very nice individual 

European Otter, which was spotted while feeding along the river not far from us, and showed off very well 

especially when she went on top of a rock. After this otter sighting our lynx expectations got even higher, though 

in spite of the great positive mood, we had no signs of the cat having been there until dark. We decided to drive 

back to our hotel to relax after a long day, and get ready to enjoy the local gastronomy.  

Day 5 Monday 19th March 

Rio Jandula – La Lancha 

After an early breakfast, we drove back to the site along the River Jandula with our focus always on getting 

Iberian Lynx. We started to scan the slopes and the surrounding forest carefully in case of any movement and 

several Red Deer and rabbits were the only obvious creatures around. After a very patience wait and already by 

midmorning, glimpses of Iberian Lynx were claimed by a girl who spotted one beyond the track, but sadly not 

from our group, which made our frustration even worse!  We kept checking other hotspots where Iberian Lynx 

usually hang around but there was no sign of them.  

 

We then decided to have lunch and then decided to move to the other spot at La Lancha to see if our luck was 

better there. We stopped for a quick break at the hotel as it was on the way, then we arrived at La Lancha to 

keep searching. Interesting birds such as Spanish Imperial Eagle, Red-billed Chough, Black Redstart, Mistle 

Thrush and a Goshawk were spotted while scanning the valleys. As poor light began to cover the whole valley, 

we regrettably decided to pack up our scopes and drive back to the hotel, fighting off bitterness for not being 

able to see this beautiful cat. It was simply an unlucky time.  

Day 6        Wednesday 20th March 

Sierra Morena – Seville – London Gatwick 

After anearly breakfast, we said “Adios” to our hosts at the mountain hotel, and headed to Seville, making a brief 

stop on the way to top up with fuel, and get some drinks and ice cream too! At the airport, we all wished each 

other all the best and a safe journey home! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

      March 

  Common name Scientific name 15 16 17 18 19 

1 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis          

2 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo       

3 Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax          

4 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis        

5 Little Egret Egretta garzetta        

6 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea       

7 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea         

8 White Stork Ciconia ciconia        

9 Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia        

10 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus        

11 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber        

12 Greylag Goose Anser anser        

13 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna          

14 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos       

15 Shoveler Anas clypeata        

16 Teal Anas crecca         

17 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina          

18 Pochard Aythya ferina          

19 Black Kite Milvus migrans        

20 Red Kite Milvus milvus           

21 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus      

22 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus          

23 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus         

24 Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus          

25 Goshawk Accipiter gentilis          

26 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo        

27 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos          

28 Spanish Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca (adalberti)        

29 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus        

30 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus        

31 Osprey Pandion haliaetus          

32 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus      

33 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa      

34 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus          

35 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus        

36 Coot Fulica atra        

37 Purple Gallinule Porphyrio porphyrio        

38 Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus          

39 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus       

40 Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta        

41 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula         

42 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius          

43 Little Stint  Calidris minuta          

44 Ruff Philomachus pugnax         

45 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa        

46 Redshank Tringa totanus         

47 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus          
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      March 

  Common name Scientific name 15 16 17 18 19 

48 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola          

49 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos          

50 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus          

51 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago        

52 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus         

53 Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans          

54 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus         

55 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus      

56 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia       

57 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto      

58 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus       h h 

59 Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius          

60 Tawny Owl Strix aluco   h       

61 Little Owl Athene noctua        

62 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba          

63 Pallid Swift Apus pallidus          

64 Common Swift Apus apus         

65 Kingfisher Alcedo atthis        

66 Hoopoe Upupa epops      

67 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis     h   

68 Great-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major     h   

69 Crested Lark Galerida cristata        

70 Thekla Lark Galerida theklae          

71 Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra          

72 Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris          

73 Sand Martin Riparia riparia        

74 Swallow Hirundo rustica      

75 House Martin Delichon urbica      

76 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis       

77 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis         

78 White Wagtail Motacilla alba      

79 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea          

80 Yellow (Iberian) Wagtail Motacilla flava (iberiae)         

81 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   h     

82 Robin Erithacus rubecula      

83 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros       

84 Stonechat Saxicola torquata         

85 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius          

86 Blackbird Turdus merula       

87 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos         

88 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus         

89 Savi’s Warbler Locustella luscinioides          

90 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus          

91 Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis h        

92 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti h h      

93 Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus   h      

94 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata     h  h 

95 Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata          

96 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla        

97 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala   h   

98 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita      
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      March 

  Common name Scientific name 15 16 17 18 19 

99 Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus           

100 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca          

101 Crested Tit Parus cristatus         

102 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus      

103 Great Tit Parus major       

104 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus         

105 Nuthatch Sitta europaea        h 

106 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla       

107 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor        

108 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator        

109 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor      

110 Jay Garrulus glandarius         

111 Magpie Pica pica      

112 Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica cyana      

113 Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax     h   

114 Jackdaw Corvus monedula        

115 Raven Corvus corax       

116 Tree Sparrow Passer montanus         

117 House Sparrow Passer domesticus      

118 Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis          

119 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs      

120 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes          

121 Serin Serinus serinus      

122 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris  h    

123 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis      

124 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra         

125 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus          

Mammals             

1 Red Deer Cervus elaphus       

2 Fallow Deer Dama dama        

3 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus       

4 Wild Boar Sus scrofa         

5 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus          

6 Egyptian Mongoose Herpestes ichneumon          

7 Mouflon Ovis musimon          

8 Lesser Mouse-eared Bat Myotis blythii          

9 Geoffroy's Bat Myotis emarginatus          

10 European Otter Lutra lutra          

Other Taxa 

Natterjack Small Copper Spanish Festoon 

Painted Lady Moorish Gecko Red Admiral 

Wall Brown Marsh Frog Bath White 

Swallow Tail Cleopatra Brown Argus 

European Pond Terrapin Meadow Lizard Clouded Yellow 

Small Heath Orange-tip Moroccan Orange-tip 

Green Hairstreak Large Tortoiseshell Brimstone 
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Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

