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Tour Leader:    Byron Palacios 

Co-leader:   Kerrie Warburton 

 

Participants:   Denis Lambert 

    Mavis Lambert 

    Brian Cooper 

    Joy Cooper 

    Paul Oldfield 

    Jason Oldfield 

    Dougie Garlick 

    Pat Plowman 

    Wendy Gavin 

    Tamsie Duffin 

    Tracy Grosvenor 

    Michael Wyatt 

     David Whitefield 

Summary: 

It is worth remembering that the Iberian Lynx is the rarest cat on the planet, with crepuscular and also nocturnal 

habits. Any sighting of an Iberian Lynx in the wild, no matter how brief, it’s a great result and we should 

consider ourselves lucky! We were always looking in the right areas, and there is a point that knowledge and 

experience come to a limit and you need a bit of luck. Our efforts were greatly rewarded and we had a truly 

incredible encounter with this mystical creature. 

Day 1 Thursday 20th September 

Gatwick – Seville – El Rocio – Doñana National Park 

It was an early start for all of us in order to make it in time to our direct flight to Seville. We left London 

Gatwick on a beautiful sunny early morning and it was bright and sunny when we landed in Seville around eleven 

o’clock - hot but quite pleasant with a lovely cool breeze! We gathered the group at the baggage claim area, and 

sorted out the vehicles and left the airport heading west. After one hour and fifteen minutes of smooth driving, 

we arrived at the wild-west-looking village of El Rocio, to our superb hotel. After checking in, we had a quick 

break and went to a local cafe to enjoy our first finger food ‘picnic’ lunch, and returned to the hotel to get ready 

for our first excursion into the Doñana National Park. We met our park guide Miguel and soon set off into the 

park admiring the surroundings of the lovely and unique El Rocio. Once on the main sandy track, the first Red 

Deer and rabbits were moving through the scrub and stone pine forest. The afternoon was very hot, and the 

park was dry as a result of a very unusual year which has affected wetland areas in southwest Europe. In spite of 

that, we found good wildlife such as Booted and Short-toed Snake Eagles, Woodlark, Common Redstart, and 

plenty of Pied and Spotted Flycatchers on migration, amongst others.  
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We made our way back, very slowly, in case some lynx are around. We had good views of a few Red-necked 

Nightjars crossing in front of the second van too, just to finish the day well! We had dinner al fresco and enjoyed 

watching the locals riding their horses…a very pleasant start to the trip 

Day 2 Friday 21st September 

Doñana National Park – Palacio de El Acebron 

After an early breakfast, we met our park guide Miguel once again around 8.20am and headed to the heart of the 

National Park. We were all very positive and with the best mood as we hit the park on a very beautiful sunny 

morning. The first Red Deer were crossing nearby amongst the many rabbits along the small tracks. We kept 

checking the surroundings when our vans made a sudden stop...and there she was, I managed to spot her – so 

did the other van – it was a Lynx with a rabbit - its first catch of the morning! We managed to get everyone a 

perfect view of this lovely Iberian Lynx individual! We spent at least ten minutes watching and taking photos and 

videos! Soon we had to move to avoid any interruption of her activities, and carried on exploring the park. We 

were very happy to have our Iberian Lynx sighting under our belts! 

 

The park offers a few main habitats. We stopped at one of them, Dehesa habitat (meadows with cork oak and 

wild olive trees), in the spot known as Hierba Buena, where we made a loop walk in search of many types of 

wildlife. As we were getting ready to start our walk, a big flock of Griffon Vultures took off from the adjacent 

area of Marisma (a seasonally flooded area of heathland) and flew over our heads really low, giving us not just 

great close views but also a sighting of a single Ruppell's Vulture along with them; a very rare vulture for this part 

of Europe. A few other birds such as Crested Larks, Northern Wheatear, Southern (Iberian) Grey Shrike, 

Sardinian Warbler and Whinchat were seen around here too. We finally arrived to La Garvija were we had a 

delicious lunch set up by our park hosts! 

 

After lunch, we started to drive back to El Rocio, but still kept vigilant, just in case another Iberian Lynx was 

around! After a few setbacks whilst dealing with the heavy sandy tracks (our van got stuck!!), we arrived at El 

Rocio to have a well deserved break before going out again. We went to the other side of Doñana National Park, 

to an area known as Palacios del El Acebron, where we walked through a very attractive trail. It was a lovely 

sunny afternoon and we saw tons of Pied and Spotted Flycatchers, Long-tailed Tits, Blue and Great Tits, and a 

flying Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, amongst others. A pair of Crested Tits replied my tape at the car park area, 

and we managed to see them well in the end. Upon our return to the hotel, we again enjoyed dining al fresco 

while watching hundreds of bats hunting over the town. 

Day 3 Saturday 22nd September 

El Rocio – Dehesa de Abajo (Doñana National Park) – Andujar Natural Park 

After an early breakfast, we packed up our things and left El Rocio behind, heading east on our three and-a-half 

hour drive to Andujar Natural Park. But before leaving Doñana National Park behind, we planned a stop in one 

of its eastern areas not far from Seville, the Dehesa de Abajo. This seasonal marsh has been the only place with 

fresh water in the area as the harsh summer left lots of the water sources within the park completely dried up. 

We found a vast population of water birds and waders here, perhaps from all over the park as it was the only 

water source left around.  
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Dozens of Great Flamingos, Grey Herons, Avocets and Black-winged Stilts were found here. We also found 

Wood, Green and Common Sandpipers, Little Ringed and Ringed Plovers, Dunlin, Ruff, Mallard, Great White 

Egret, Little Egret, Glossy Ibis, Cattle Egret, Fan-tailed Warbler, and Common Snipe.  We also found the exotic 

Yellow Bishop flitting round a patch of tall reeds by the road. 

 

We continued our drive quite slowly in order to check more spots and we saw two Montague’s Harriers soaring 

along a field; we stopped to get better views of this lovely raptor and we found – to our surprise – a perched 

Black-shouldered Kite. We also saw a few Marsh Harriers soaring around the fields; while a large flock of Black-

crowned Night-Herons were flying around one of the channels, a few adults and juveniles were perched too. 

After an exciting morning, we continued our drive and made a stop for lunch at the outskirts of the village of 

Aznalcázar. After lunch, we drove straight to Andujar making one stop to use facilities and refreshments, arriving 

at our hotel on a sunny late afternoon. We checked in and after a short break, we drove fifteen minutes down the 

road within the Andujar Natural Park to the River Jandula, where we explored the lush surroundings from a view 

point, finding Azure-winged Magpies, Red and Fallow Deer, and two Spanish Imperial Eagles soaring over our 

heads! We continued our search but no Iberian Lynx were found this evening. We drove back to our hotel to get 

ready to enjoy a delicious dinner!  

Day 4 Sunday 23rd September 

La Lancha Dam – Rio Jandula 

We had another early start this morning in order to go to a new potential Iberian Lynx area known as La Lancha. 

It was a beautiful sunny morning and, judging by the early warm temperature, it was promising to be a very hot 

day. And it was! By the mid morning, it was a bit quiet apart from some Red Deer and a few rabbits meandering 

around the gullies. After a good three hours of searching from one of the prominent points, we decided to walk 

down the track towards our picnic spot where we enjoyed our traditional lunch, enjoying some good views of a 

single Blue Rock Thrush we found flitting around an old church building. This was followed by a visit to the 

main reservoir located at the end of the road. We walked through the main bridge of the hydroelectric old station 

watching the many Crag Martins resident in the area, most of them flying at eye level or just above our heads! At 

the end of the bridge and right at the tunnel entrance, a Rock Bunting landed in a bush and we managed to get 

good views of him through the scopes. Once in the tunnel, our search for bats began, and we saw several 

individuals of Lesser Mouse-eared Bat, one single Greater Mouse-eared and an unidentified Pipistrelle spp. After 

checking the tunnel well, we returned to the vans and drove back to the hotel for a break. Later we jumped in 

our vans again and went to check the area of the River Jandula, this time checking the banks and the upper hills 

along the riverside. We found the usual things: Red Deer stags, Fallow Deer, and Great Spotted Woodpecker, 

amongst others. We finished the day by the lower bank at dusk and drove back to the hotel to enjoy a superb 

dinner and drinks, before bed.      

Day 5 Monday 24th September 

Rio Jandula – Mirador El Peregrino (The Peregrine view point) 

Another early breakfast and off again on our quest for Iberian Lynx. The morning was chilly and windy, very 

different to the previous days, due to light showers overnight, which were welcomed by the locals as they have 

not seen any since May this year!!  
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We set off to the area of the River Jandula once again, as it has been a very reliable place for Iberian Lynx in the 

past. We scanned the area with a lot of patience and perseverance, just waiting to see anything moving out from 

the scrub, trees or boulders, but unfortunately we had no signs of Iberian Lynx. We saw some good birds around 

while we were there, such as Crested Tit, Sardinian Warbler, Pied Flycatcher, Short-toed Treecreeper, Hawfinch, 

Black-crowned Night-Heron, Iberian Green Woodpecker, and fantastic scope views of European Kingfisher 

which also was seen hovering over the water and diving for fish! The weather conditions were perfect and it was 

a very pleasant day. We kept searching along the track and constantly checking the river banks and around the 

dehesa. Lunch time came along and a delicious picnic was enjoyed by all of us, especially in such a beautiful area! 

Once we finished lunch, we kept searching along the river. A few Iberian Lynx tracks were found by some of us, 

and also some fresh and old lynx scat along the banks, signs of their active presence in this spot. The 

temperature suddenly went up and the day turned hot again, so we decided to go back to the hotel for a break. 

 

Once again, we set off back to the field again on a lovely sunny late afternoon. We drove not far from our hotel 

to check the area of the El Peregrino view point, another reliable place where we have seen Iberian Lynx in the 

past. Despite our efforts scanning the whole area, valleys, gullies and rocks, nothing was found today…this is 

how nature and wildlife works sometimes! The time went by and the sun has set in the horizon, and we accepted 

defeat - we would have loved to see an Iberian Lynx in this area of Andujar Natural Park. Despite the great views 

we had of a female Iberian Lynx in Doñana earlier on the trip, we had high expectations in Andujar, but we were 

yet happy to have enjoyed this lovely place! We drove back to our hotel to enjoy our delicious and final meal 

together! 

Day 6 Tuesday 25 September 

Andujar – Seville – Lon Gatwick 

We had a very early start today, basically to say ‘hasta pronto Sierra de Andujar’ and drive to the airport in order 

to be in time for our mid morning flight. We had some packed breakfast and also stopped for a coffee break on 

the way, and continued to Seville’s airport to catch our flight… Once landed in Gatwick airport, we all gathered 

together to wish ourselves all the very best and a safe journey to our homes. We had enjoyed a great experience 

together in the domain of the Iberian Lynx....  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Mammals ( = recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

      September 

  Common name Scientific name 20 21 22 23 24 

1 Iberian Lynx Lynx pardinus          

2 Red Deer Cervus elaphus      

3 Fallow Deer Dama dama        

4 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus      

5 Iberian Hare Lepus granatensis          

6 Lesser Mouse-eared Bat  Myotis blythii          

7 Greater Mouse-eared Bat Myotis myotis          

8 Pipistrelle sp Pipistrellus sp          

Birds             

1 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo        

2 Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax         

3 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis       

4 Little Egret Egretta garzetta         

5 Great White Egret Ardea alba          

6 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea        

7 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea          

8 White Stork Ciconia ciconia        

9 Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia          

10 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus          

11 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber          

12 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos        

13 Black Kite Milvus migrans          

14 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus       

15 Ruppell's Vulture Gyps rueppellii   1       

16 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus          

17 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus          

18 Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus          

19 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus          

20 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo       

21 Iberian Imperial Eagle Aquila adalberti        

22 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus         

23 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus        

24 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus       

25 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni          

26 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa        

27 Coot Fulica atra          

28 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus          

29 Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta          

30 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula          

31 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius          

32 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus          

33 Dunlin Calidris alpina          

34 Ruff Philomachus pugnax          

35 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa          

36 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola          

37 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos         
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 20 21 22 23 24 

38 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus          

39 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago          

40 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus          

41 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus          

42 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus      

43 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia        

44 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto      

45 Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur          

46 Tawny Owl Strix aluco          

47 Red-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus ruficollis          

48 Kingfisher Alcedo atthis         

49 Hoopoe Upupa epops         

50 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis         

51 Great-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major h   h  h 

52 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor          

53 Woodlark Lullula arborea       h 

54 Crested Lark Galerida cristata        

55 Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris          

56 Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica         

57 Swallow Hirundo rustica          

58 House Martin Delichon urbica       

59 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris          

60 White Wagtail Motacilla alba        

61 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea          

62 Yellow (Iberian) Wagtail Motacilla flava (iberiae)          

63 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes     h   h 

64 Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus          

65 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros          

66 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra          

67 Stonechat Saxicola torquata        

68 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe        

69 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius          

70 Blackbird Turdus merula      

71 Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis         

72 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti h h    h 

73 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   h       

74 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala        

75 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus         

76 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita         

77 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca      

78 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata      

79 Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus         

80 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus h h    

81 Great Tit Parus major h h    

82 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus h h     

83 Nuthatch Sitta europaea          

84 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla   h      

85 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor         

86 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator         

87 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor      

88 Jay Garrulus glandarius          
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 20 21 22 23 24 

89 Magpie Pica pica      

90 Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica cyana      

91 Jackdaw Corvus monedula          

92 Raven Corvus corax          

93 Carrion Crow Corvus corone         

94 House Sparrow Passer domesticus      

95 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs      

96 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes          

97 Serin Serinus serinus          

98 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris          

99 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis        

100 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia          

101 Yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis          

 


