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Tour Leader:    Byron Palacios  

Co-leader:   Julian Gayarre 

     

Participants:   Maarten Doeleman 

    Andrew Porter 

    Rebecca Hall 

    Keith Booth 

    Jennifer Booth 

    Jorn Wahlstroem 

    Neil Sherman 

    Denice Caulfield 

    Graham Wickenden 

    Charles Wade 

    David Carter 

    Jonathan McConnell 

    Liz Roberts 

Day 1 Monday 2nd December 

Gatwick – Seville – El Rocio 

Weather: Dry & sunny  

We left London Gatwick early in the morning and landed on time in Seville, reassembling the whole group 

successfully at arrival. We left the airport and headed west towards Huelva, and after an hour of driving arrived 

at El Rocio. We checked in to our lovely hotel and after a short break, we hit the sandy tracks of the Doñana 

National Park in search of the most endangered feline in the world: Iberian Lynx. Our park guide and driver Jose 

was with us to start the search in the main core area along the Raya Real (Royal Track), an area well known to 

hold a few main territories of lynx.  

 

After an hour we took a break and stretched our legs at the point known as El Muro where the Mediterranean 

forest and the Marisma (seasonally flooded heath land) link together. Very interesting wildlife was seen at this 

point; groups of Red Deer and Wild Boar. The birdlife was interesting too, with great views of Hen Harrier, 

Black-shouldered Kite, Marsh Harrier, Stonechat, Meadow Pipit and thousands of wintering Greylag Geese! 

 

We carried on searching for the infamous Iberian Lynx, working hard and searching around the same spots and a 

few different ones. Wild Boar and Red Deer were seen, even Iberian Lynx’s favourite food, rabbits; but there 

were no signs of them. As sunset turned to dusk we came back to El Rocio and to our hotel in order to take a 

break before dinner.   
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Day 2 Tuesday 3rd December 

Doñana National Park (Raya Real & Hierba Buena) 

Weather: Dry & sunny (8°C - 14°C) 

We got ready to start another excursion to the same area of the park we explored the previous afternoon but this 

time focusing on some different spots. We joined our park guide Jose once again and set off within Doñana 

along the Raya Real (Royal Track), the widest sandy track which crosses the park from west to east, checking the 

adjacent areas of dehesa and Mediterranean forest, a blend of cork oaks, wild olives and meadows; habitats 

suitable for the elusive Iberian Lynx. We saw many Red Deer, Wild Boar and birds such as Sparrowhawk, Iberian 

(Azure-winged) Magpie, Red-legged Partridge, Meadow and Tree Pipits, amongst others, but the Iberian Lynx 

seemed to be even more elusive this morning. 

 

The different narrower tracks took us to a nice typical dehesa habitat known as Hierba Buena, where we took a 

stroll, scanning the surroundings and finding some Eurasian Hoopoes, Iberian (Southern) Grey Shrike, Crested 

Larks and Skylarks, and a Short-toed Snake Eagle which we spotted as we arrived here. After this enjoyable walk, 

we boarded our 4x4 vans again and continued a second search for the Iberian Lynx, trying really hard by 

scanning every corner, gap and track with our binoculars! Fresh tracks found in the sandy where just a 

consolation… 

 

We drove back to El Rocio in order to have our lunch and then took a break before continuin on another 

excursion to the park. Some of us went to the marshes to check all the wintering waterfowl; Shoveler, Pintail, 

Snipe, Greater Flamingos, hundreds of wintering Greylag Geese, Black-tailed Godwit, Avocets, Black-winged 

Stilts, and many others! A distant Spanish Imperial Eagle was also spotted by some. By mid afternoon it was time 

to drive back to the core area of the park searching for the mighty cat! We saw similar wildlife and checked some 

other spots, but no luck! Dusk was about to set it, and it was getting quieter as the sounds of the night peacefully 

took over, with the sound of Tawny Owls around. We headed back to El Rocio checking the tracks before 

leaving the national park, just in case! We hoped for better cat luck for the following day. We then returned to 

our hotel for a well deserved break, delicious supper and drinks. 

Day 3 Wednesday 4th December 

Doñana National Park (Raya Real) – El Rocio – Sierra de Andujar Natural Park 

Weather: Dry & sunny (8°C – 17C°) 

We had a very early morning start heading into Doñana National Park before dawn. This time, we attempted an 

excursion on foot to the Raya Real track waiting for the first bits of light. It was cold but we coped with the 

weather and enjoyed the sounds of the wilderness in the darkness! We found fresh tracks along the first two 

hundred metres of the sandy track, we waited next to a patch of broom and stone pines where we had good 

views to both sides of the track and the forest. We spent the next couple of hours waiting for any sign of Iberian 

Lynx but it never happened…very unlucky!      

 

We were back in the hotel at El Rocio by mid morning in order to have breakfast, pack our things and set off to 

Andujar. We made a quick stop for a coffee and facilities half way, followed by a stop at Valle del Rio where we 
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had our picnic lunch. After this, we continued on the motorway driving through Andujar and diverting northeast 

towards the mountains and arriving at the village of Viñas de Peñallana where the Los Pinos hotel is located. We 

quickly checked in and, after a short break, we drove fifteen minutes down the main road into the Sierra de 

Andujat Natural Reserve, in the area known as El Encinarejo, next to the River Jandula. We explored the track 

which leads to the old dam along the river, a well-known area for Iberian L:ynx and other wildlife. We checked 

the corners of this lovely spot scanning the whole adjacent valley, finding lots of Red Deer and a small group of 

juvenile Fallow Deer. We took a stroll down the shore of the river, checking all the possible gaps, rock boulders 

and other potential places the cats could be, but again luck was not with us. It was now time to drive back to the 

hotel in order to get ready for dinner.     

Day 4 Thursday 6th December 

Andujar Natural Park (Los Escoriales – La Lancha – Pantano del Jandula) 

Weather: Dry & sunny (2°C – 18°C) 

After an early breakfast, we drove for about thirty-five minutes towards the valley of La Lancha in order to 

explore this area. It was beautiful morning, too dry for our feline tastes, but we started our scanning anyway. 

Large groups of Griffon and Cinereous Vultures were seen circling. We checked this corner of the valley and 

then we moved to a different position, finding plenty of Red-legged Partridges and rabbits, ideal food for the 

Iberian Lynx. It was all quiet so we decided to take a walk along the main track which leads to the abandoned 

village of Los Escoriales, checking the dehesa. Iberian Lynx often meander at times around here, especially 

females and we found plenty of scat on some rocks by the roadside. We spotted many birds such as Woodlark, 

Hoopoe, Grey and White Wagtails, Meadow Pipits, Crested Lark, Stonechat, Corn Bunting and a very nice Little 

Owl sat on top of a boulder. After the walk, we drove down the track where we found a suitable place to set up 

our picnic lunch which we all enjoyed! 

 

After lunch, we moved to another potential lynx territory area not far from Los Escoriales in order to scan for an 

old male reported in the area and which we have seen here in previous trips. We scanned and checked the area 

tirelessly for the rest of the afternoon until dusk, and once again no signs of the cat, just some Red Deer and 

lovely flocks of Iberian (Azure-winged) Magpie, Crested Tit, Common Chiffchaff, and Crested Tit, amongst 

others. We enjoyed the beautiful sunset in the mountains! We then drove back to our hotel in order to take a 

break and to get ready to enjoy the delicious local gastronomy.  

Day 5 Friday 5th December 

Andujar Natural Park (El Encinarejo – La Lancha) 

Weather: Dry & sunny (1°C - 20°C)   

We started with lots of energy to go back to the field and find the key piece of wildlife we all wanted. It was a 

cold morning to start, but the temperature increased gradually as soon as the sun hit the forest and tracks.  

 

We drove down to the area of El Encinarejo, by the River Jandula, just to give this patch another go in case 

those Iberian Lynx recorded here in past trips happened to be around. The conditions were good and we tracked 

all the potential places, but once again, with no luck. We then decided to move on and try a different spot, the 
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one at La Lancha which we tried the previous day. We made a quick coffee break at our hotel – as it was on the 

way – before heading off to La Lancha area, arriving there in the late morning and settling at a nice spot which 

covered a great range of the whole valley. We scanned quite tirelessly once again. The weather was quite warm in 

the early afternoon, quite unusual at this time of the day, not ideal for mammal watching, but you never know, 

we needed to keep our eyes wide open.  

 

Wildlife such a Red Deer, European Rabbit, Dartford and Sardinian Warblers, Great Spotted and Iberian Green 

Woodpeckers, Iberian (Southern) Grey Shrike, Stonechat, Red-billed Chough, and Crag Martin were seen. A 

beautiful Spanish Imperial Eagle was spotted soaring amongst a large group of Griffon and Cinereous Vultures 

in the blue sky. Even a group of nine Wild Boar – two of them massive! – were spotted far in the distance as a 

result of our meticulous scanning. Eventually we had to walk away without finding Iberian Lynx, a bit 

disappointing, to say the least. We retired to our hotel where wine, beer and large amounts of food awaited us, 

and certainly we all deserved it after an intense six days looking for the mystical animal…  

Day 6 Saturday 8th December 

Andujar Natural Park – Seville airport 

We took an early breakfast in order to start our two-and-a-half-hour journey back to Seville airport.  We arrived 

and checked in our luggage and boarded our flight back to Gatwick (with some delay due to air traffic 

controlling issues). Once in Gatwick, we said good bye to each other after a good experience in the lovely 

Andalucía – we were lucky enough to see lots of wildlife, enjoy the landscape, fine gastronomy and this fantastic 

part of Spain, with an excuse to come back again one day in search for the mysterious and very rare Iberian 

Lynx!  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Mammals (=recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

      December 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1 Red Deer Cervus elaphus        

2 Fallow Deer Dama dama            

3 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus        

4 Wild Boar Sus scrofa         

Birds               

1 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo           

2 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis         

3 Little Egret Egretta garzetta          

4 Great White Egret Egretta alba          

5 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea        

6 White Stork Ciconia ciconia         

7 Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia           

8 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus          

9 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber          

10 Greylag Goose Anser anser         

11 Wigeon Anas penelope            

12 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos         

13 Gadwall Anas strepera          

14 Pintail Anas acuta           

15 Shoveler Anas clypeata          

16 Teal Anas crecca h         

17 Red Kite Milvus milvus           

18 Black Vulture Aegypius monachus           

19 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus        

20 Northern (Hen) Harrier              

21 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus          

22 Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus           

23 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus          

24 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo        

25 Spanish Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca (adalberti)      ?    

26 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus            

27 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus        

28 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa   h     

29 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus          

30 Coot Fulica atra          

31 Purple Gallinule Porphyrio porphyrio            

32 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus          

33 Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta          

34 European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria            

35 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus        

36 Ruff Philomachus pugnax            

37 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa          

38 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago           

39 Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans           

40 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus       

41 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia       
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      December 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 

42 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto       

43 Tawny Owl Strix aluco   h h       

44 Little Owl Athene noctua           

45 Common Swift Apus apus            

46 Kingfisher Alcedo atthis            

47 Hoopoe Upupa epops       

48 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis           

49 Great-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major          

50 Lesser-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus minor     h       

51 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis            

52 Woodlark Lullula arborea    h     

53 Crested Lark Galerida cristata    h      

54 Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris           

55 Swallow Hirundo rustica           

56 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis        

57 White Wagtail Motacilla alba       

58 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea           

59 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   h    h   

60 Dunnock Prunella modularis     h h h   

61 Robin Erithacus rubecula        

62 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros        

63 Stonechat Saxicola torquata        

64 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius           

65 Blackbird Turdus merula       

66 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos         

67 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus           

68 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis            

69 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti h      h   

70 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata      h    

71 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla    h     

72 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala        

73 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita        

74 Crested Tit Parus cristatus     h  h   

75 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus         

76 Great Tit Parus major         

77 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   h      

78 Nuthatch Sitta europaea            

79 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla   h h   h   

80 Southern (Iberian)  Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor         

81 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor       

82 Magpie Pica pica       

83 Azure-winged (Iberian) Magpie Cyanopica cyana       

84 Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax           

85 Jackdaw Corvus monedula            

86 Raven Corvus corax         

87 Carrion Crow Corvus corone             

88 House Sparrow Passer domesticus       

89 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs        

90 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes            

91 Serin Serinus serinus           

92 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris          
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      December 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 

93 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis        

94 Linnet Acanthis cannabina          

95 Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra         

96 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia     h      

 


