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Tour Leader:    Byron Palacios  

     

Participants:   Daphne Pleace 

    John Harrison 

    Terry Coult 

    Fiona Hay 

    John Roberts 

    Bill Gray 

    David Weaver 

Day 1 Monday 27th January 

Gatwick – Seville – El Rocio – Doñana National Park 

Weather: Dry and sunny, chilly in the late afternoon 

We started our day early at Gatwick airport in order to fly to Seville where we arrived just before 13:00 local 

time. We then got our vehicle and headed west towards Huelva, diverting into El Rocio. This wild-west-looking 

village lies on the western boundaries of Doñana National Park, an ideal location to explore this part of the park 

where our main target species lives: the Iberian Lynx! We checked in to Hotel Toruño and after a quick break, 

we met up with our park guide Jose Manuel and drove into the national park in a 4x4.  

 

As soon as we entered the reserve, we began a dedicated scan for Iberian Lynx along the Raya Real (Royal Track) 

where nine territories of this endangered feline are well known. We looked along the Raya Real, Mediterranean 

forest, bushes and pine woodland, waiting to see if we would be lucky enough to get something interesting. We 

spotted many Red Deer, juveniles, females and a few stags, and also stopped the vehicle to have better views of a 

pair of beautiful Red Deer and quick views of Wild Boar which vanished in the Lenticus bushes. We continued 

carefully looking along the main tracks and fields. Next we stopped on the border of the Mediterranean forest 

and the Marisma (seasonal flooded heath land) in order to stretch our legs and did some bird watching in this 

spot. We saw lots of Meadow Pipits, Common Buzzard, Common Kestrel, Common Chiffchaff, White Stork 

and Stonechats. We then headed back to the Mediterranean forest area checking the Royal Track once again. 

After a few loops around the main core area we decided to head back to our hotel where we took a quick break 

and enjoyed a delicious dinner!  

 

Day 2 Tuesday 28th January 

Doñana National Park (Raya Real – Coto del Rey – Hierba Buena) 

Weather: Sunny & dry morning, windy and overcast in the afternoon 

After breakfast, Jose Manuel picked us up again to take us into the park, where we worked hard again along the 

Raya Real and the adjacent tracks. Despite the efforts put into our search, the Iberian Lynx remained 

elusive…nevertheless we were trying hard and we had huge hope in our hearts... Next we took a nice walk within 

the territory of El Coto del Rey, also good Iberian Lynx country!  
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Many flocks of birds were moving around, and we focussed on some nice passerines which were actively calling 

from the nearby trees. We had amazing views of Short-toed Treecreeper, Crested Tits, Common Chiffchaff and 

even a Red Kite and Northern Ravens in the mid-distance. We also found a series of tracks made by a good-

sized Iberian Lynx, and also lots of Egyptian Mongoose tracks alongside.  

 

We finished this short walk and moved to a different area on the other side of the national park where we 

enjoyed a nice walk in warming sun light. We tarrived at Hierba Buena, a pristine spot where Mediterranean 

forest, dehesa (cork oak and meadow habitat), and the Marisma join together, making it a very productive area! 

Lots of Northern Lapwings were around the field, alongside with Crested Larks, Meadow Pipits and Common 

Kestrels. White Storks were either on their nests or just looking for food along the grassy patches. There was 

also a pair of Iberian (Southern) Grey Shrike, Stonechats, and a group of Lesser Kestrels hunting around us, plus 

plenty of Black Redstarts and two pairs of Woodlarks searching for food on the sandy grass, a great way to see 

them. Corn Buntings and a beautiful and obliging Eurasian Hoopoe were spotted perched on tree branches, plus 

other interesting passerines such as Tree Pipit, and a pair of Skylarks along the sandy track showing very well, 

and a pair of elusive Thekla Larks that some of us managed to see.  

 

We drove back to El Rocio where we enjoyed a light lunch in one of the traditional restaurants, and took a break 

afterwards, checking some interesting birds on the way, such as Greater Flamingos, Eurasian Spoonbills, 

Shoveler, Common Snipe, Black-tailed Godwit, amongst others.  

 

We then hit the sandy tracks of Doñana once again concentrating our search in the main territories in the core 

area, taking a walk along the Raya Real, but the heavy wind at the time wasn’t very helpful!. We then drove to a 

different area, past the point known as La Escupidera and onto the track which leads into the main flooded 

heathland; here, large groups of Red Deer were drifting along the dry marisma and in the background a large 

Spanish Imperial Eagle was spotted perched on a barbwire post – we had great views through the scopes. We 

enjoyed this emblematic raptor but we needed to move back to the Mediterranean forest to skip the windy 

conditions. 

 

Back in the royal track, things looked lively and the animals were meandering around fairly relaxed. A pair of 

Wild Boar were spotted really close at la Raya Blanca (White Track), followed by a herd of Fallow Deer and 

more Red Deer too. However, returning back on the royal track, Jose Manuel spotted a magnificent Iberian 

Lynx! This lovely male was marking and spraying his territory. We had nearly ten minutes of fantastic views of 

this lovely feline – what a fantastic sighting! Happy and content, we returned to our hotel cheered up by our luck 

and massive effort that we put in to search for the rarest cat in the world! We took a well deserved break and 

enjoyed a delicious supper and drinks later on! 

Day 3 Wednesday 29th January 

El Rocio – Doñana National Park (Isla Mayor – Dehesa de Abajo) Andújar Natural Park 

Weather: Pleasant but with a chilly wind 

The early morning looked promising but chilly, with some blue sky breaking through! We had our breakfast as 

we were ready to leave our lovely hotel and drove up out of El Rocio heading the northeast towards Andújar.  
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A few ‘stops’ on the way were taken as we headed into the northern boundary of Doñana National Park. As we 

entered through Isla Mayor, we had great birds such as Black-shouldered Kite, Great White Egret, White Storks, 

Grey Herons, Common Kestrels, Common Buzzards and Marsh Harriers. We left the tarmac behind and entered 

onto a flat dirt and gravel track which took us through a riparian area by the fields known as Lucio del Lobo. We 

made a stop here and were amazed by the amount of birdlife we found: Grey Herons, Goldfinches, Black-

headed and Yellow-legged Gulls, Crested Larks, Marsh Harriers, Great White Egrets and more were found in 

this fabulous spot. Two groups of Black-crowned Night Herons and Black Storks were certainly enjoyed a lot! 

We continued our search for more wildlife, particularly for those wintering species, finding small groups of 

Common Cranes, Red Kite and also a few Spanish Sparrows along the water canals. The track led us to the 

Valverde’s visitors centre where we took a break while looking at the large groups of Greater Flamingos and 

Common Coots from the main building. A small group of Griffon Vultures were soaring in the sky, together 

with a Cinereous Vulture, a very good extra bonus to add to the morning’s species list so far! 

 

After this pleasant break, we continued to a very interesting spot known as Dehesa de Abajo. The main marsh 

lake was full of waterfowl; Greater Flamingos, Red-crested and Common Pochards, Teal, Mallard, Wigeon, 

Shoveler, Pintail, Black-winged Stilts, Pied Avocets and more were seen here! Scanning along the nearby waters 

by the Tamaris islands, a White-headed Duck was spotted, then we found two pairs of the rare Marbled Ducks 

drifting along the shore and standing right in the end of the water; two fantastic records of two of the rarest 

ducks in western Europe! We then found a pair of Ferruginous Ducks by the Marbled Ducks, another great 

success! A lovely Booted Eagle was also seen here well when soaring in the blue sky above our heads, and 

hundreds of Barn Swallows, House Martins and European Swifts too! Hundreds of Glossy Ibis, Ruff and Green 

Sandpipers were also spotted in one of the adjacent rice fields.   

 

After a very enjoyable and exciting morning we found a nice spot to enjoy our picnic lunch on the outskirts of 

the village of Aznalcázar. We left the Doñana behind and started our three hour drive to Andújar, arriving at this 

mountainous area of Spain in the late afternoon. We checked in to our rooms and had a break before gathering 

together again to do our checklist followed by dinner and wine. 

Day 4 Thursday 30th January 

Andújar Natural Park (El Encinarejo, river Jándula, – La Lancha) 

Weather: Frosty & misty in the early morning; sunny & dry the rest of the day 

It was a cold morning with frost as was predicted by the local meteorological office. We went out straight after 

breakfast, this time we visited the area known as El Encinarejo, along the lower basin of the River Jándula. We 

parked by the old dam wall in order to check the surroundings where Iberian Lynx has been seen during past 

tours. While scanning from one of the hidden shores of the River Jándula, we had a great encounter with a 

European Otter, a sighting we all enjoyed! It was the first highlight of the day. We also had some interesting 

birds such as Great Cormorant, Grey Heron, Short-toed Treecreeper, Cirl Bunting, and a beautiful Golden Eagle 

soaring by the hill tops right in front of us! After having a great time in this area –despite of the lack of Iberian 

Lynx – we decided to move on and drive towards the other side of the river, to the upper basin and to a place 

known as La Lancha.  
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Driving through the bullfighting farm of Los Escoriales, La Lancha we saw lots of Red Deer grazing along the 

hills and valleys. We found a good spot to set up our picnic lunch overlooking the main dam and from where we 

had interesting birds including a soaring Goshawk. The weather kept nice and sunny, with a hint of a chilly 

northern wind but still enjoyable and pleasant. After lunch, we drove a couple of kilometres down to the main 

dam where we took a stroll finding a good number of Crag Martins and also we had great views of a pair of 

Golden Eagles perched on some boulders. Soaring groups of other raptors turned out to be Cinereous and 

Griffon Vultures and a pair of Spanish Imperial Eagles.  

 

We moved back to the main valley to spend the rest of the afternoon scanning for Iberian Lynx. Once there, we 

continuously scanned the different ravines to see if any cats were willing to show themselves; and a good array of 

birds were seen while we were doing this. We had lots of Iberian (Azure-winged) Magpies, Red-legged Partridges 

and Eurasian Magpies flying everywhere, plus two gorgeous Spanish Imperial Eagles perched on a tree which we 

enjoyed watching. Cinereous and Griffon Vultures, and also Golden Eagles were circling in the blue sky. We also 

had a nice pair of Red-billed Chough perched on one of the boulders on top of the nearest hill to us. The light 

was getting poorer as the time went by, so we returned to the hotel, caught up with our day’s checklist followed 

by dinner and off to bed. 

Day 5 Friday 31st January 

Andújar Natural Park (La Lancha – El Encinarejo) 

Weather: Misty, overcast and cold 

We started today with the valleys covered in mist due to the heavy rain during the previous night. We had our 

breakfast and set off to La Lancha. The area was generally covered with dense fog, clearing up at times. 

Nevertheles, we made our best efforts to place ourselves in a nice spot and started searching for wildlife. Red 

Deer and Wild Boar were spotted at times, mostly Red Deer grazing along the hills and clearings of the 

Mediterranean forest. We heard a few Iberian Lynx ‘coughs’ at times but it was really hard to locate where they 

were coming from; the weather was gradually clearing up but the visibility in the distance was still poor. In spite 

of our hard work and perseverance, the Iberian Lynx didn’t want to show themselves off. More rain and fog 

came along at dusk, so we decided to drive back to our hotel. Back at our hotel, plenty of wine, beer and large 

amounts of food gave us the feast we all deserved and a truly good last-night farewell from this lovely area!  

Day 6 Saturday 1st February 

Andújar Natural Park – Seville airport 

Weather: Rain in the very early morning, but sunny on arrival in Seville 

Today we had a late morning flight to the UK. We left Andújar and arrived at Seville’s airport, where we boarded 

the flight back to Gatwick. We enjoyed our experience in the lovely Andalusia during the week; its people, food, 

landscapes, fantastic wildlife, and in particular the Iberian Lynx - such great views we had of this lovely feline, 

unforgettable memories to last forever...  
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Species Lists 

Mammals ( = recorded but not counted) 

      January/February 

  Common name Scientific name 27 28 29 30 31 1 

1 Iberian Lynx Lynx pardinus        h   

2 Red Deer Cervus elaphus         

3 Fallow Deer Dama dama          

4 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus          

5 Wild Boar Sus scrofa         

6 European Otter Lutra lutra           

Birds (h = heard only)               

1 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis            

2 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo         

3 Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax             

4 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis         

5 Little Egret Egretta garzetta           

6 Great White Egret Egretta alba            

7 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea        

8 Black Stork Ciconia nigra            

9 White Stork Ciconia ciconia          

10 Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia           

11 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus          

12 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber          

13 Greylag Goose Anser anser           

14 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna            

15 Wigeon Anas penelope            

16 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos        

17 Gadwall Anas strepera            

18 Pintail Anas acuta          

19 Shoveler Anas clypeata          

20 White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocophala            

21 Marbled Duck Marmaronetta angustirostris            

22 Teal Anas crecca          

23 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina            

24 Pochard Aythya ferina           

25 Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca            

26 Black Kite Milvus migrans            

27 Red Kite Milvus milvus           

28 Black Vulture Aegypius monachus           

29 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus          

30 Northern Harrier Circus             

31 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus           

32 Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus            

33 Goshawk Accipiter gentilis            

34 Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus            

35 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo           

36 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos            

37 Spanish Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca (adalberti)          

38 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus           

39 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus          
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      January/February 

  Common name Scientific name 27 28 29 30 31 1 

40 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni            

41 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa          

42 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus     h       

43 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus           

44 Coot Fulica atra           

45 Purple Gallinule Porphyrio porphyrio     h       

46 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus           

47 Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta            

48 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus          

49 Ruff Philomachus pugnax            

50 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa           

51 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus            

52 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus            

53 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago            

54 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus          

55 Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans           

56 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus        

57 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia         

58 Stock Dove Columba oenas           

59 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto         

60 Little Owl Athene noctua            

61 Common Swift Apus apus            

62 Kingfisher Alcedo atthis            

63 Hoopoe Upupa epops         

64 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis           

65 Great-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major           

66 Woodlark Lullula arborea           

67 Crested Lark Galerida cristata           

68 Thekla Lark Galerida theklae            

69 Sky Lark Alauda arvensis           

70 Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris           

71 Swallow Hirundo rustica           

72 House Martin Delichon urbica          

73 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis          

74 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis            

75 White Wagtail Motacilla alba        

76 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes       h h   

77 Robin Erithacus rubecula        

78 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros         

79 Stonechat Saxicola torquata        

80 Blackbird Turdus merula        

81 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus          

82 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos         

83 Savi’s Warbler Locustella luscinioides   h         

84 Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis            

85 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti         h   

86 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata            

87 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla          

88 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala h h       

89 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita        

90 Crested Tit Parus cristatus        h   
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      January/February 

  Common name Scientific name 27 28 29 30 31 1 

91 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus         h   

92 Great Tit Parus major      h   

93 Coal Tit Parus ater       h h   

94 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus           

95 Nuthatch Sitta europaea       h    

96 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla       h   

97 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor           

98 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor        

99 Jay Garrulus glandarius            

100 Magpie Pica pica        

101 Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica cyana        

102 Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax            

103 Jackdaw Corvus monedula            

104 Raven Corvus corax          

105 Carrion Crow Corvus corone            

106 Tree Sparrow Passer montanus            

107 House Sparrow Passer domesticus        

108 Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis            

109 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs          

110 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes           

111 Serin Serinus serinus           

112 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris            

113 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis          

114 Linnet Acanthis cannabina            

115 Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra           

116 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus            

117 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia            

118 Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild            

 Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

