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Tour Leader:    Byron Palacios  

     

Participants:   Keith Summersby 

    Ron Elvins 

    Helen Ratcliff 

    Mike Coates 

    Jan Barber 

    Gregor Brinkley 

Day 1 Sunday 12th October 

Gatwick – Seville – Andújar Natural Park – Los Escoriales 

We had an early start to catch our 6.10am flight from London Gatwick Airport to Seville. The flight was slightly 

delayed and arrived around 11am local time. Once through immigration we collected our vehicle and we were 

soon on our way. We took the motorway towards Cordoba, then into Andújar, Province of Jaén, and up into the 

mountains to the small village of Viñas de Peñallana and our hotel, Los Pinos.  

 

We checked into our rooms and then had a delicious lunch in the hotel’s busy restaurant before setting off into 

the field in search of our target; Iberian Lynx. It was raining heavily when we left the hotel but we continued 

towards the area known as Los Escoriales where the rain eased a little as we arrived. The wonderful 

Mediterranean mountain habitat was mainly formed by ravines and round granite boulders, surrounded by 

typical Mediterranean scrub and bushes alongside the dominant Holm Oaks - it just blew our minds away! The 

sun broke through and then we saw many pairs of Griffon Vultures and a single Cinereous (Black) Vulture 

which looked very scruffy. A pair of beautiful Spanish Imperial Eagles made a unique display in front of us; 

fantastic! Dozens of rutting Red Deer were dominant and noisy all over the place with the beautiful males 

showing off their fully grown antlers and walking all frisky! Some Fallow Deer were also found nearby but there 

were no signs yet of the rarest cat in the world. Whilst searching, we spotted hundreds of Iberian (Azure-winged) 

Magpies along the road, and also beautiful Toro de Lidia (bulls) kept at Los Escoriales bullfighting ranch.  

 

With no luck finding ‘cats’, we drove back to our lodge where we enjoyed some local drinks followed by a 

delicious dinner celebrating a superb start to our tour. 

Day 2 Monday 13th October 

Andújar Natural Park (El Encinarejo, River Jándula) 

The morning was still darkish when we gathered together for breakfast. After eating we left and drove down the 

main road to the area of El Encinarejo, one of the main hotspots within Andújar Natural Park. The morning was 

nice and quiet, and the light was great. We spotted some great birds during our walk along the River Jándula, 

such as Cirl Bunting, Great Cormorant, Grey Heron, Hawfinch, Crested Tit, Short-toed Treecreeper, Long-tailed 

Tit, Robin and Sardinian Warbler. We scanned both banks of the river spotting a few Follow Deer alongside 

many noisy rutting Red Deer, but there was no sign of the mighty lynx. We then took the vehicle and drove 

further up the dirt track bordering the upper section of the gulley where an old dam is located, scanning the vast 
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hills which holds pristine habitat for Iberian Lynx. Another Spanish Imperial Eagle was spotted before we retired 

to a nice spot to enjoy our picnic lunch. 

 

Sightings became quite slow after lunch so we returned to our lodge for a break. After our batteries were 

recharged we returned to the same area of El Encinarejo. We intensively scanned the upper hills and closest 

shore of the River Jándula but there were no signs of the ‘cat’. Next we moved to another spot comprised of 

beautiful gulleys with brilliant native vegetation and boulders near the main road. It was ideal habitat and Iberian 

Lynx had been seen here before by previous groups, but again, it wasn’t our day today!  

  

As darkness fell we returned to our hotel for a well deserved break, delicious supper and drinks later on. 

Day 3 Tuesday 14th October 

La Lancha – El Encinarejo (River Jándula) 

A promising day welcomed us as we left our hotel after an early breakfast, heading to the area known as La 

Lancha (through Los Escoriales). The beautiful sunrise mixed with the floating mist and colossal mountains in 

the background kept us amused during our drive and we took lots of pictures on the way. Once there we 

scanned the whole valley from different spots finding rutting Red Deer everywhere. We also saw some 

interesting birds such as Griffon and Cinereous Vultures, Sardinian and Dartford Warblers, Little Owl, Iberian 

Green Woodpecker, Iberian Magpie and Iberian (Southern) Grey Shrike. 

 

Soon after finding a nice place to set up our picnic lunch it started to rain. It eased a bit towards the end and we 

managed to finish our lunch quickly. The sun shone amongst these scattered showers and we had the chance to 

see a pair of Spanish Ibex heading up the rocky crags on the hilltop opposite us. We enjoyed brilliant views of 

this fantastic endemic wild goat. We continued down towards the end of the dirt track were the road ends at an 

old dam. Here dozens of Crag Martins were getting ready to spend the winter feeding on the numerous insects 

that were in the air. A walk over the dam bridge took us inside a tunnel which connects to the other end of the 

dam and produced brilliant views of roosting bats: Greater Mouse-eared Bat and one of the pipistrelle species - 

possibly Common Pipistrelle. We all enjoyed taking photos of them! 

 

The afternoon turned out to be fully sunny so we continued with our plans and left the area, taking the road 

back to our lodge where we had a coffee break before setting off to El Encinarejo, again on an Iberian Lynx 

quest but in a different area. We spend the rest of the afternoon and early evening searching for them without 

positive results, although we enjoyed watching other lovely sightings including European Kingfisher, Grey 

Wagtail, Common Chiffchaff and Cetti’s Warbler.   

 

Back at our hotel, we later gathered together to do our checklist over local drinks and nibbles, followed by a 

super local dinner and wine. 
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Day 4 Wednesday 15th October 

Andújar – El Rocío – Doñana National Park 

Today we were leaving Andújar Natural Park but we had one last attempt at finding Iberian Lynx before leaving 

this wonderful area. We went out into the field very early in the morning, once again to the El Encinarejo area, 

along the lower basin of the River Jándula. We carefully scanned both sides of the track till we arrived at the view 

point where we left the vehicle and continued on foot down the track to the main river bank. We scanned the 

shores, boulders and adjacent hills without success before it was time to drive back to the hotel for a late 

breakfast. After breakfast we packed our belongings and loaded our luggage into the vehicle, then set off towards 

El Rocío where more opportunities to see ‘the cat’ kept our mood cheerful and our hopes high!  

 

The drive was fairly wet due to the rain that had hit this area over the last three days, but we arrived in time for a 

delicious and interesting local tapas lunch in the village of Aznalcázar, just west of Seville and near the main 

western entrance to Doñana National Park. We finished our lunch and, after a short drive, arrived at our hotel in 

the ‘wild-west’ looking town of El Rocio. Here the weather improved dramatically and the sun shone for us the 

rest of the afternoon. We were fascinated by the birdlife we found in the flooded main Marisma or mashes 

located behind our hotel: dozens of Greater Flamingoes, Black-headed Gulls, Black-winged Stilts, Common 

Redshanks, Cattle and Little Egrets, Grey Herons and Mallards were seen here. We were also amused by the 

number of beautiful local horses crossing the shallow waters, and a Spanish Imperial Eagle which was spotted 

perched on top of a far eucalyptus tree. 

 

Our local driver and park guide, Jose Manuel, arrived in his 4x4 vehicle to start our excursion within the core 

area of Doñana National Park in the search for Iberian Lynx. He was very positive as he had had great sightings 

of a stunning male just two days before our arrival and we might have the same luck! We set off and drove onto 

the very sandy tracks, going along the main one know as Raya Real or Royal Track. From this track we took 

several narrower tracks which looked like a labyrinth; all of them potential crossing paths that lynx often use. 

The Mediterranean forest dominated the whole area, also having a few dehesa habitats (meadows and cork oaks) 

across the main track. It was here we spotted a group of Wild Boar feeding on the mature acorns, a good source 

of food for them at this time of the year. We again saw plenty of Red Deer of different sizes and sexes running 

or walking in a relaxed manner across the fields, forest and tracks. After two hours of intensive scanning from 

the vehicle we made a ‘stretch stop’ on the border of the Mediterranean forest and the marisma. We then 

continued into the forest and spent the next two hours looking for ‘cats’, but we were not to succeed and left the 

park empty handed just after dusk. We arrived to our hotel in time to get ready for drinks and nibbles, followed 

by a delicious local dinner. 

Day 5 Thursday 16th October 

Doñana National Park (Royal Track - Hierbabuena) 

We started today having a very early breakfast in order to set off to the park and be in there at first light. It was a 

misty morning and quite mild; lovely conditions to start the day. We continued our routine of scanning the main 

track and other areas alongside, making sure that every single corner was covered. We had no luck in the first 

couple of hours. We then arrived to the area known as Hierba Buena, a nice and pristine dehesa surrounded by 

Mediterranean forest, where we enjoyed a lovely walk which produced very interesting birds such as Iberian 

(Southern) Grey Shrike, Spotless Starling, Stonechat, Eurasian Kestrel, Common Buzzard, Corn Bunting, 
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Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Blue, Great and Long-tailed Tits, Eurasian Hoopoe, Sardinian Warbler and Woodlark. 

After enjoying this walk, we drove back to El Rocío for a delicious local lunch and to have a break before going 

out into the field again.  

 

At mid-afternoon we set off for the last time to the core area of the park. Once again we scanned the whole area 

intensively, but apart from getting great views of Wild Boar, Red Deer and a very long (two-metre) black form of 

Grass Snake, no ‘cats’ were spotted. We kept trying hard till the darkness stopped us and, unfortunately, we 

returned to our hotel ‘empty handed’; no Iberian Lynx.  

 

Back at our hotel, plenty of wine, beer and large amounts of food gave us the feast we all deserved and a truly 

good last-night farewell from this lovely and wild area!  

Day 6 Friday 17th October 

El Rocío – Seville airport - Gatwick 

Today, our mid-morning flight to the UK demanded a very early breakfast in order to leave El Rocío at dawn. 

We had lovely views of the sunrise along the motorway towards Seville, where we managed to get through the 

local rush hour traffic, arriving at the airport in time to check our luggage and board our flight back to Gatwick.  

 

For all of us, the great experience of living in lovely Andalusia this last week had surpassed our expectations and 

showed us one of the best corners of this fantastic county. We had been lucky enough to enjoy its people, food, 

landscapes and fantastic wildlife. We were all gutted and sad that we had not seen the world’s rarest cat, but were 

well aware that finding it is a difficult task to achieve and sometimes you succeed, others you fail. This is how 

wildlife watching works and nothing is guaranteed. On the other hand we had great sightings of other forms of 

wildlife which we all enjoyed very much alongside the beautiful landscape, local food, local people and the 

different locations that we had visited. So we should say that the whole experience was a great one! So long 

Iberian Lynx!! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Mammals (=recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

      October 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 15 16 17 

1 Red Deer Cervus elaphus        

2 Fallow Deer Dama dama          

3 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus        

4 Wild Boar Sus scrofa           

5 Spanish Ibex Capra pyrenaica            

6 Greater Mouse-eared Bat Myotis myotis            

7 Pipistrelle Bat spp. Pipistrellus sp.          

Birds               

1 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo         

2 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis         

3 Little Egret Egretta garzetta            

4 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea        

5 White Stork Ciconia ciconia          

6 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber           

7 Greylag Goose Anser anser           

8 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna            

9 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos           

10 Shoveler Anas clypeata           

11 Red Kite Milvus milvus             

12 Cinereous (Black) Vulture Aegypius monachus           

13 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus        

14 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus            

15 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus            

16 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo           

17 Spanish Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca (adalberti)         

18 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus          

19 Hobby Falco subbuteo            

20 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa        

21 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus            

22 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus           

23 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus           

24 Dunlin Calidris alpina           

25 Redshank Tringa totanus           

26 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus            

27 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus        

28 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia         

29 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto        

30 Tawny Owl Strix aluco h h         

31 Little Owl Athene noctua            

32 Kingfisher Alcedo atthis   h        

33 Hoopoe Upupa epops        

34 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis h     h   

35 Great-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major   h       

36 Woodlark Lullula arborea   h h     

37 Crested Lark Galerida cristata           

38 Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris           

39 Sand Martin Riparia riparia            
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      October 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 15 16 17 

40 Swallow Hirundo rustica        

41 House Martin Delichon urbica         

42 White Wagtail Motacilla alba        

43 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea         

44 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes     h       

45 Robin Erithacus rubecula        

46 Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus             

47 Stonechat Saxicola torquata           

48 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius            

49 Blackbird Turdus merula        

50 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti   h h h    

51 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata     h h   

52 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla            

53 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala         

54 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita        

55 Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus            

56 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus        

57 Great Tit Parus major        

58 Coal Tit Periparus ater           

59 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus           

60 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla    h       

61 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor           

62 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor        

63 Jay Garrulus glandarius            

64 Magpie Pica pica        

65 Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica cyana        

66 Jackdaw Corvus monedula            

67 Raven Corvus corax            

68 Carrion Crow Corvus corone            

69 Tree Sparrow Passer montanus            

70 House Sparrow Passer domesticus          

71 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs         

72 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes           

73 Greenfinch Chloris chloris           

74 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis            

75 Linnet Acanthis cannabina            

76 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra            

77 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus            

Other taxa               

1 Common Swallowtail Papilio machaon gorganus           

2 Clouded Yellow Colias croceus           

3 Dryad Minois dryas            

4 Small White Pieris rapae           

5 Centipede Lithobius spp.           

6 Two-tailed Pasha Charaxes jasius            

7 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta            

8 Crimson Speckled Flunkey Utetheisa pulchella            

9 Spanish Terrapin Mauremys leprosa            

10 Dung or Dor Beatle (subfamily Scarabaeindae)            

 


