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Tour participants: Simon Tonkin and Niki Williamson (leaders) and a group of 11 Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

This two-base tour took in the atmospheric misty woodlands and wetlands of Doñana Natural Park, as well as 

the sweeping cork oak forests of the Sierra Morena near Andùjar. The group were thrilled by close encounters 

with Wild Boar, rutting Red and Fallow Deer, Egyptian Mongoose, Iberian Hare and two species of bats, as well 

as an impressive array of mountain, wetland and farmland birds, including Blue Rock Thrush, Azure-winged 

Magpies, Eurasian Hoopoe, Southern Grey Shrike, Cinereous Vulture, Crag Martin, Black-winged Stilts,  

Eurasian Spoonbills, and European Eagle-Owl. 

 

But of course, the outstanding highlight was our intense, prolonged experience with Fraile, a nine-year-old male 

Iberian Lynx, with whom we shared enthralling times at dawn and dusk as he rested and preened between bouts 

of devouring a recently killed Red Deer. 

Day 1 Monday 23rd October 

Simon and Niki met with Venetia, who had been enjoying a stay in Seville for a couple of days prior to the trip, 

at the airport. The rest of the group arrived on their flight from the UK and we loaded up into our minibuses for 

the short, one-hour drive to our hotel in El Rocìo. 

 

The flight had, unfortunately, arrived late, so we made for Hotel Toruño without further ado, to give the group 

time to relax and freshen up before dinner. The drive was through picturescue Andalucian countryside, and we 

spotted Azure-winged Magpies, Western Cattle Egrets, a Booted Eagle, Common Buzzards and a Red Kite in 

the soft evening light. 

 

Arriving at El Rocìo, the group were thrilled with the sand-covered streets and painted wood façades of the 

quirky Wild West-style town. Finding Stephen and Judith at the hotel, where they had been staying for a couple 

of days already, we were soon sitting down for our delicious al fresco evening meal. We sampled salmorejo soup and 

a local beef stew, watching the town´s cowboys as they enjoyed their beer at specially designed high tables, still 

on horseback! 

Day 2 Tuesday 24th October 

After breakfast, we made our first early morning foray into the Parque Nacional de Doñana, now home to 

around 70 Iberian Lynx. The sun rose on a misty morning as we entered the park, and we immediately had 

atmospheric views of Red Deer, including a magnificent stag. A Wild Boar was snuffling enthusiastically through 

the undergrowth immediately next to the van, oblivious to our presence. 

 

We explored a wooded area where lynx had been active recently, but despite relatively fresh pug marks on the 

ground, the cat itself was not in evidence. 

 

Travelling on to a more open area, we enjoyed a rich array of farmland, scrub and heathland wildlife. We 

encountered several Eurasian Hoopoes, and found Southern Grey Shrikes calling from the tops of bushes. 
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Amongst the many wintering Common Chiffchaffs and Eurasian Blackcaps we found Dartford and Sardinian 

Warblers, and we enjoyed watching an extraordinary number of Red-veined Darter dragonflies. 

 

We were surprised and thrilled to see a large number of Griffon Vultures roosting in trees and pylons around the 

fields, and more on the ground. We also got brilliant views of two adult and four young Egyptian Vultures. The 

European Vulture migration is currently at its peak, so these gorgeous, but Critically Endangered birds were 

probably resting on their way south. 

 

As the morning hotted up, so did the raptor action, and we soon enjoyed views of Common Buzzard, Common 

Kestrel and Red Kite – not to mention two spectacular Spanish Imperial Eagles, resting close to this season´s 

nest. We spent a good while admiring these rare and splendid birds. 

 

We took a long, restful lunch at a local restaurant before heading back to our hotel for a siesta and some free 

time to explore the idiosyncrasies of our Spanish horseman´s town. For those who wanted, we took a wander 

down to the visitor centre at the edge of the lagoon, enjoying Penduline Tits in the reedmace, and views of true, 

wild Greylag Geese, Northern Lapwings, Little Ringed Plovers and Common Snipe in the muddy edges of the 

remaining water. We also had a  glimpse of an Andalusian or Vaucher´s Wall Lizard. 

 

We headed back out into the park as the afternoon began to cool. Our local guide Sergio had heard tell of a half-

eaten deer carcass, thought to be lynx prey, and we headed to this area in the hope of catching the cat returning 

to its kill. 

 

The carcass was conveniently close to the road, and we drew up next to it. As we speculated on lynx behaviour, 

and scanned around, suddenly we spotted it! A silent and stunning, huge male Iberian Lynx had been sitting 

resting in the shade of a Lentisk bush the entire time we had been there! Secure in his perfect camouflage, he 

eyed us with casual curiosity but showed no signs of intending to move! We spent a joyous hour watching this 

coolest of cats in full view of the vehicle, resting, preening his smooth white beard, twitching his tufted ears in 

reaction to distant sounds, and occasionally fixing us with his disdainful green eyes. 

 

Eventually, we tore ourselves away to see more of the park, heading out along a dirt road on which were dozens 

of White Wagtails, Northern Wheatears and Meadow Pipits, as far as the eye could see. As we stopped to view 

these birds up close, an Egyptian Mongoose darted across the track! After a little searching, we spotted two of 

them, which proceeded to flush an Iberian Hare from the undergrowth! 

 

We stopped to look out over a lagoon – one of the few wet areas remaining at this time of the year - and enjoyed 

waterbirds and waders including Eurasian Spoonbills, Black-winged Stilts, Little Ringed Plovers, Common Snipe 

and Green Sandpipers. A lone Fallow Deer stag waded across the pool, almost weighed down by his astonishing 

antlers. 

 

After a refreshing drink stop at the nearby visitor centre, we headed back and enjoyed watching the sun set over 

our reposing Lynx – now identified as a nine-year-old male called Fraile, who is Doñana born and bred. 
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Day 3 Wednesday 25th October 

We set off into another Doñana dawn, with plenty of sensational views of Red and Fallow Deer through the 

illuminated mist. Soon we reconnected with Fraile the Iberian Lynx in the same area, where we enjoyed more 

time observing his early morning rituals. After some time he rose and stalked nonchalantly away on powerful 

legs, simply melting into the undergrowth. Our Lynx was gone, and so was the carcass, and we reflected on just 

how lucky we had been to have been so close to him for so long. 

 

Moving on through the forest, we again enjoyed groups of Fallow and Red Deer, grazing and resting at the end 

of the rutting season, and a family group of 10 Wild Boar snuffled past, complete with endearing boarlets! 

 

It was time to move on to our second base in Andùjar, so we said ”¡Hasta luego!” to the Wild West and headed 

east. En route, we stopped at Acebuche heathland and took our picnic of local breads, cheeses, olives, meats and 

salads beneath the shady Stone Pines, surrounded by gregarious and beautiful Azure-winged Magpies and calling 

Crested Tits. 

 

The drive to Andùjar took us through the rolling farmlands of Huelva and Seville provinces and past the historic 

city of Còrdoba, where we broke the journey with a refreshing coffee and ice cream stop. 

 

We arrived at our rural accommodation at the edge of the Sierra Morena National Park and had plenty of time to 

relax, freshen up and enjoy a cold beer before dinner. As we arrived, a lone Cinereous Vulture soared high 

overhead, boding well for the coming days! 

 

Dinner was a selection of delicious local specialities, served tapas-style, including Partridge pâté, Serrano ham, 

tomato and garlic salad, local beef steak and revuelto - a tasty egg and asparagus dish. 

Day 4 Thursday 26th October 

This morning we headed out into Sierra Morena National Park, one of the host areas of a successful Iberian 

Lynx reintroduction and conservation programme, and now home to over 200 of the animals – almost half the 

remaining wild population. 

 

Although Lynx are numerous here, their territories are large and seeing one in this enormous area is a 

combination of local knowledge and a great deal of luck! We headed to an area known as La Lancha, where we 

knew Lynx to be particularly active. We enjoyed a slow meander through rolling, wooded hills where Red and 

Fallow Deer lingered beneath the Wild Olives and Cork Oaks.  

 

In this part of Spain, the rut is in full swing, and we could hear the stags’ low rumbling bellows echoing all 

around the landscape. Several stags and family groups of both species paused close to the track, providing us 

with great photographic opportunities and plenty of chances to stop and just admire these proud mammals 

roaming free.  

 

Through the trees, we were excited to spot a group of Mouflon moving past. We stopped to scan a more open 

area nearby and suddenly, there they were!  An amorous male, complete with chunky curled horns and stark 
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white panels on his heaving sides, was chasing a group of females across the field! We enjoyed their antics for 

several minutes before they crashed off into the undergrowth. 

 

We spent a couple of hours moving slowly through an area known for Iberian Lynx sightings, scanning the 

countryside both on foot and from the van. An abundance of European Rabbit and Red-legged Partridge – both 

major prey items of the Iberian Lynx - showed us we were in the right place. As we continued, a group of alarm-

calling Eurasian Magpies and a fleeting glimpse of an animal disappearing behind a bush heavily suggested a 

Lynx was on the prowl. We scanned the hillside for a while, but sadly the view didn´t materialize into anything 

more. 

 

Although sadly the cats were not playing out today, we enjoyed seeing pug marks on the road and the fresh scat 

of the world´s most endangered feline.  

 

We enjoyed glorious views of Cinereous and Griffon Vultures drifting on a thermal low overhead, as well as a 

Dartford Warbler, calling Hawfinches and many Eurasian Hoopoes, Black Redstarts and Iberian Green 

Woodpeckers in the more open areas of farmland. 

 

We lunched in the shade of Wild Olive trees, with dramatic views over the Embalse del Jàndula, a large gravel-

sided reservoir, stretching out in the valley below us. 

 

Later, after driving down the hill to the water´s edge, we walked across the dam at its downstream end. A lone 

Spanish Ibex provided great views as she balanced precariously on a cliff face, looking out over her domain, 

before disappearing into the scrub. A Blue Rock Thrush was showing well on a boulder by the water´s edge, and 

dozens of Crag Martins streamed from perches on the brick walls of the dam and its associated buildings. 

 

Walking through a tunnel in the cliff face, we searched drill holes in the ceiling and found roosting Daubenton´s 

and Mouse-eared Bats. 

 

As we headed back, we had one last scan of the sheer rocky hillside, and were rewarded with further views of 

Spanish Ibex – this time of a family, resting in the shade of a tree by the river´s edge, the male´s impressive 

horns on show. 

 

After a rest back at Los Pinos, those that wished headed out to a nearby viewpoint. We watched sunset over the 

valley as Red-billed Chough called from the hills. We were rewarded for our persistence by views of a Eurasian 

Eagle-Owl, roosting in a hole in the cliff face before beginning his evening concerto. 

 

At dinner, hotel owner Ramòn gave us a drink of complimentary cava and toasted our successful day of mammal- 

and wildlife-watching. He wished us luck in finding Iberian Lynx tomorrow, before providing us with another 

delicious selection of local delicacies. 

Day 5 Friday 27th October 

We started the day with a dawn raid on the Embalse del Encinarejo, where Iberian Lynx are known to be active. 

Heading out before sunrise, we arrived at first light, where we looked out over the lake in the hope of spotting 
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the cats heading down for an early morning drink. The dawn chorus, piercing through the mist rising off the 

waters, was truly magical, and the group agreed this was a very special place to watch the sunrise. 

 

Moving to a spot just downstream of the dam, we enjoyed the early morning unfolding over the peaceful river 

Jàndula. We were again unlucky in Iberian Lynx, but were rewarded with intimate views of Rock Sparrow, 

Common Kingfisher, Black Redstart and Grey Wagtail for our troubles. 

 

We headed back to Los Pinos for a late breakfast and time to relax. For those who wished, Simon led a walk 

around the woodland near to the hotel, yielding great views of Firecrest, and calling and in-flight views of 

Hawfinch. 

 

Before lunch we dropped in at Mirador El Peregrino, to make sure everyone had seen the remarkable Eurasian 

Eagle-Owl, secluded in his cliff face hole! Then we headed back to Rio Jàndula and enjoyed a sumptuous picnic 

in the shade by the river. We relaxed in this cool spot till the strongest heat of the day had passed, enjoying Red 

Deer, Common Kingfisher and a large flock of sparkling Azure-winged Magpies travelling through the trees 

awaiting our leftovers! Nuthatches, Short-toed Treecreepers and Eurasian Siskins were also numerous in the 

canopy around us, and Cinereous and Griffon Vultures drifted overhead. 

 

We headed back to the reservoir for late afternoon and enjoyed watching the day end as it had begun, immersed 

in Nature. Red and Fallow Deer were drinking at the lake´s edge and some were deep in the water, munching on 

pondweed and no doubt enjoying the cool water. Clouded Yellow butterflies drifted around us and Common 

Chiffchaffs and European Robins came down to bathe at the waters edge. We enjoyed looking closely at a Red-

legged Partridge, displaying its remarkable plumage, borne of pure wild genes, from the top of a rock. 

 

All too soon it was time to head back to Los Pinos and indulge in a refreshing beer, before our final delicious 

three-course meal and plenty of wine! 

Day 6 Saturday 28th October 

The group had an early start to catch their flight from Seville, but they were able to catch up on their sleep en 

route, as Simon and Niki drove them smoothly and safely airport-wards! We stopped to enjoy our packed 

breakfast on the way, perked up by a shot of high-powered Andalucian coffee! 

 

We got to the airport in plenty of time and said goodbye to most of the group. Several of the group were making 

use of the opportunity to extend their stay and explore El Rocìo and Seville in more depth. As Simon and Niki 

escorted Margaret and Jason to their bus, and Sharon and Penny to their new hotel, they were given a send-off 

by an excited flock of Monk Parakeets in central Seville! 

 

Niki and Simon had such good fun guiding this group and seeing a superb selection of mammals, birds and other 

wildlife. We´d like to thank them for their great company, sparkling conversation and good giggles throughout! 
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Species Lists 

Mammals (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      October 

  Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 

1 Iberian Lynx Lynx pardinus   1 1       

2 Red Deer Cervus elaphus         

3 Fallow Deer Dama dama   20 10     

4 European Mouflon Ovis orientalis musimon       7     

5 Spanish Ibex Capra pyrenaica       4     

6 Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus            

7 European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus         

8 Iberian Hare Lepus granatensis   1   1     

9 Wild Boar Sus scrofa   1 10       

10 Egyptian Mongoose Herpestes ichneumon   2         

11 Daubenton´s Bat Myotis daubentonii            

12 Greater Mouse-eared Bat Myotis myotis            

Birds               

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser   150 300       

2 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 1     4 3   

3 Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata   30 20       

4 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa         

5 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia   6 2       

6 Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia   20         

7 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis          

8 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   10 2 5 3   

9 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta   20         

10 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   3 1 c.5 5   

11 Egyptian Vulture  Neophron percnopterus   6         

12 Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus   20   50 10   

13 Cinereous Vulture  Aegypius monachus     1 4 4   

14 Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus   2 1       

15 Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus 1   1       

16 Spanish Imperial Eagle  Aquila adalberti   2         

17 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   3 1   1   

18 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   2         

19 Red Kite  Milvus milvus 1 2 5       

20 Black Kite  Milvus migrans   1         

21 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 2 10 5 2 2   

22 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus         1   

23 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus   15         

24 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus   50         

25 Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius   10         

26 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago   20         

27 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus   30         

28 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus   10         

29 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis    8     

30 Rock Dove  Columba livia        

31 Stock Dove  Columba oenas             

32 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus   50 10     

33 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto        
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      October 

  Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 

34 Eurasian Eagle-Owl  Bubo bubo       1 1   

35 Little Owl  Athene noctua   1   1     

36 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis         1   

37 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops   8 3 6     

38 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major   2   3 4   

39 Iberian Green Woodpecker  Picus sharpei       10 10   

40 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus          

93 Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus           12 

41 Southern Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis   5 2 1     

42 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius       1 1   

43 Iberian Magpie  Cyanopica cooki        

44 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica        

45 Red-billed Chough  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax       2 3   

46 Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula   10       

47 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   6 2 4 2   

48 European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus   1 2   1   

49 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus       3 5   

50 Great Tit  Parus major   1   5 10   

51 Eurasian Penduline Tit  Remiz pendulinus   4         

52 Woodlark  Lullula arborea   1   1 1   

53 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   5         

54 Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae       2     

55 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata            

56 Calandra Lark  Melanocorypha calandra             

57 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris       150     

58 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum       4     

59 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti   2 1   3   

60 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus       10 15   

61 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   20 10 5 20   

62 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   10 5 20 12   

63 Dartford Warbler  Sylvia undata   2   3     

64 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala         

65 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla         8   

66 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes     1    

67 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea   1        

68 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla   2   1    

69 Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor        

70 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula        

90 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos   3 1 5     

71 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus   1   3 1   

72 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula        

73 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros   2   10 5   

74 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius       1     

75 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola          

76 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   3         

77 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus        

78 Rock Sparrow  Petronia petronia         3   

91 Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava       1     

79 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea       1 1   

80 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba        3   

81 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis         
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      October 

  Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 

82 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs         

83 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes       3 3   

84 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris     2   2   

85 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   20 5      

86 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis         

87 European Serin  Serinus serinus   3 1 10 10   

92 Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus       1 20   

88 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra   3   2     

89 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus         1   

Invertebrates               

1 Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii          

2 Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta          

3 Lesser Emperor  Anaz parthenope            

4 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea           

5 Small White Pieris rapae           

6 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas            

7 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta            

8 Lang´s Short-tailed Blue Leptotes pirithous            

9 Embellished Thorn Campaea honoraria            

10 Crimson-speckled Flunkey  Utetheisea pulchella           

11 Vestal Rhodometra sacraria            

12 Long-winged Cone-head  Conocephalus discolor            

13 Egyptian Grasshopper Anacridium aegyptium            

14 Blue-winged Grasshopper Oedipoda caerulescens           

15 Common Pincer Gropper Calliptamus italicus            

16 Common Dung Beetle Scarabaeidae sp.            

17 Violet Carpenter Bee Xylocopa violacea            

Amphibians, Reptiles, Fish               

1 Iberian Wall Lizard Podarcis hispanica          

2 Vaucher´s Wall Lizard Podarcis vaucherii            

3 Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica            

4 Mediterranean Tree Frog Hyla meridionalis         H   

5 Iberian Pool Frog Rana perezi         H   

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

