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Tour Participants: Javi Elorriaga & Philip Thompson (leaders) with 11 Naturetrek clients. 

 

Day 1                                                                          Thursday 14th October 
Seville & Donana NP 
 

The group, accompanied by the Naturetrek tour leader Philip, reached Seville airport from Stansted in the 

evening. Javi welcomed them at the airport, and we headed directly to our accommodation at El Rocio, in the 

core of Doñana National Park. We reached the hotel in a little more than an hour’s drive. After a short briefing 

at the reception, we directly moved to our rooms to rest. 

 

Day 2                                                                                Friday 15th October 
Donana NP 
 

We had breakfast before dawn, at 7.15am, and by 8.05 the whole group was ready to explore the realm of the 

Iberian Lynx within the restricted area of Doñana National Park. As we entered the reserve, we enjoyed a nice 

sunrise with mild temperatures and clear skies.  

 

Even if the natural marshes were notably dry, we found the first groups of wintering Greylag Geese and Greater 

Flamingos. Driving along the sandy trails we easily came across fresh tracks of Lynx, which encouraged our 

search. At the same time, the first feathered highlights showed up, including several Hoopoes and Iberian Grey 

Shrikes. Next, we left the minibuses and went for an easy hike in an open field, where the undisputed highlight 

was a striking and beautifully perched adult female Spanish Imperial Eagle. We got excellent views of this 

endangered and iconic top predator which, to a large extent, shares its habitat and distribution with the Iberian 

Lynx. A Little Owl took off from a wild Olive tree. Woodlarks filled the skies with their characteristics calls and 

the presence of Red Deer was widespread, both as single stags and family groups.  

 

At noon, with temperatures reaching 30°C we returned to El Rocio for lunch on a traditional terrace. We were 

offered a nice meal with local specialities. Next, we had time to rest. Some in the group took the opportunity to 

practice a Spanish “siesta” while other kept searching for wildlife. 

 

At 5pm we met up again and jumped back into the minibuses for a second round in the areas good for the Lynx, 

not far from our hotel. Once again, we came across numerous Red Deer, Hoopoes and Red-legged Partridges. 

We inspected the artificial refuges for wild Rabbits created with dry logs as part of the conservation actions 

towards the conservation of the Iberian Lynx, but the cat kept eluding us. We visited the marshes around the 

“Jose Antonio Valverde” visitor centre. Here we got great views of Black-winged Stilts, Marsh Harriers and a 

nice group of wintering Common Cranes. At the same time, we found the first Fallow Deer and two juvenile 

Hen Harriers. Equally beautiful was to observe the iconic herds of semi-wild cattle and horses free ranging in the 

vast marshland.  

 

As sunset approached, the feeling that the Lynx might show up at the most unexpected moment increased. 

Indeed, in our very last stop, right at the outskirts of El Rocio, a Lynx walked by just a few metres away from our 

minibus! Unfortunately, it was already getting dark and only a few members of the group managed to get a 

glimpse of it. On the other hand, this encounter filled us with hope for the next day. 
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Day 3                                                                           Saturday 16th October 

Donana NP & Andujar Natural Park 

Today we decided to start slightly earlier than the day before, to ensure that we were again the first ones out 

there. We headed directly to the same spot where we had seen the Lynx the previous evening. Quietly, we 

scanned the area during sunrise, with the calls of Tawny Owls standing out in the dawn chorus. No Lynx showed 

up, so we decided to move forwards. We drove slowly along the famous “Raya Real” trail inspecting every 

clearing and corner. Soon our local guides detected a very fresh track of Iberian Lynx on the sandy trail. Indeed, 

the track showed that the Lynx was carrying a Rabbit on its jaws. We followed this track, aware that the cat was 

surely nearby. In the absence of Lynx, we found a large group of Iberian Magpies, plenty of Red Deer and 

several Wild Boars. Another Little Owl performed beautifully for the group, and we had a pleasant walk in a 

pinewood while enjoying the varied wildlife including butterflies, moths, forest-dwelling birds and wild flowers 

such as Autumn Mandrake in flower.  

 

At noon we drove to the nearby “El Acebuche” visitor centre. Here we visited the exhibition, including the live 

cameras showing the Lynxes at the adjacent captive breeding centre. We had a picnic lunch outdoors with very 

nice weather and numerous Iberian Magpies literally surrounding us in search of food.  

 

In the early afternoon, we bid farewell to Doñana and headed east to a very different Mediterranean landscape, 

the mountains of Sierra Morena of Jaen province. We reached our accommodation in Andujar Natural Park in 

the late afternoon, settled in our rooms and enjoyed an excellent dinner. 

 

Day 4                                                                              Sunday 17th October 

Andujar Natural Park 

After breakfast at 8am we headed to Los Escoriales and La Lancha area, in Andujar Natural Park. The weather 

was excellent with mild temperatures, clear sky and beautiful light. We admired the majestic amplitude of the 

landscape including sparse Holm Oak “Dehesa”, granite outcrops, and Mediterranean scrub, the characteristic 

habitat for the Iberian Lynx. We positioned ourselves at a vantage point and spent a couple of hours scanning 

the surrounding slopes in search for the sought-after feline. Frequent sightings of Hawfinches, Red Deer, Iberian 

Green Woodpeckers, Dartford Warblers and a most obliging Little Owl kept us entertained. 

 

At a certain moment, a group of Magpies gave alarm calls behind a mastic tree not far from our position. 

Suddenly, a striking Iberian Lynx briefly showed up at very close range among the bushes, to the delight of the 

only person in the group who managed to observe it! 

By the late morning we moved to the nearby dam of the Jandula Reservoir. As we spent time around this 

interesting site, we found a varied array of remarkable species including Northern Goshawk, Blue Rock Thrush, 

hundreds of Crag Martins, a majestic male of Spanish Ibex, Common Bent-wing Bats and Greater Mouse-eared 

Bats, among many other. A female Black Wheatear, which offered great views in the scopes, made an additional 

and rather unexpected highlight.  

 

We had a relaxed picnic lunch before returning to the site where the Lynx was observed in the morning. Here we 

got several sightings of Griffon and Cinereous Vultures. Moreover, a late-in-the-season Short-toed Eagle flew at 
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very close range overhead. After some time inspecting the area, with no further signs of the Lynx, we decided to 

call it a day and returned to the hotel for a well-deserved drink. 

 

Day 5                                                                             Monday 18th October 

Andujar Natural Park (El Encinarejo – La Lancha) 

 

Today we visited a different area of the natural park, the Encinarejo trail. We spent a pleasant morning 

inspecting the river banks and adjacent forested slopes. We found several latrines of Otter and Lynx. Up to three 

different Kingfishers showed up repeatedly and large groups of Great Cormorants flew overhead. Two Crested 

Tits offered great views too.  

 

While picnicking next to the river we heard the barking-like calls of the Spanish Imperial Eagle. Right after, a 

striking adult flew overhead in full display. During the central part of the day, we returned to the hotel for some 

rest. 

 

By mid-afternoon, we re-visited La Lancha area and we had a fantastic encounter with an adult Golden Eagle. 

This time we decided to keep searching for the Lynx until dusk and it proved to be the right decision. Indeed, as 

we were already planning to leave the area someone exclaimed: “there!”. And there it was, a Lynx standing on a 

trail some 150 metres away from us. Full of excitement, we fixed the scopes on the cat as quick as we could. 

Unfortunately, the Lynx quickly walked into dense scrub and only part of the group managed to enjoy it in the 

scope. Once again, this new glimpse of the Lynx encouraged us to intensify our quest on the following day. 

 

 

Day 6                                                                            Tuesday 19th October 

Andujar Natural Park & departure 

 

The last day of the tour dawned in excellent weather. As usual, we left the hotel around 9am and headed directly 

to the Lynx hotspots. Soon after, we came across a group of vultures roosting on a granite boulder. The massive 

scavengers offered excellent close-up views and photographic opportunities. Next, two male and a female 

European Mouflon showed up at very close range too.  

 

We returned to the same vantage point we have visited on previous days and started our search with enthusiasm. 

The rutting call of the Red Deer stags was constant in the background. Suddenly, a Red Fox walked right in front 

of the group. The morning passed quicky offering additional chances to observe Griffon Vultures, Cinereous 

Vultures, Dartford Warbler, Sardinian Warbler, Iberian Green Woodpeckers and Little Owls.  

 

In the late morning we had a break and some snacks in a very scenic picnic area. As we left the site, we met a 

young couple of Spanish photographers still excited by the close encounter they have just had with a Lynx, at a 

mere 200 metres from us! We scanned the surrounding areas, trying to predict where the animal might show up 

again, with no luck. 
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In the early afternoon, already on our way back to the hotel, we made a last attempt to connect with a Lynx at 

different areas where we knew it had been observed over the last days. We had no luck to get the desired final 

encounter, but we can say we kept trying until the end. Back in the hotel we had time to relax and discuss the 

multiple wildlife highlights of the trip before heading to the airport. We discussed the latest milestones on the 

Iberian Lynx recovery process in Spain. Next, we headed to Seville airport, where we arrived uneventfully in 

good time for the flight home. 

 

Javi and Philip would like to express their sincere thanks for the patience and effort of the group while searching 

for the elusive Iberian Lynx! 

 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Checklist 
 
Mammals 
 

  E=Endemic October 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 

1 European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus   √ √ √ √ √ 

2 Iberian Lynx - E Lynx pardinus   √   √ √   

3 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes           √ 

4 Wild Boar Sus scrofa   √ √     √ 

5 Red Deer Cervus elaphus   √ √ √ √ √ 

6 Fallow Deer Dama dama   √   √ √ √ 

7 Spanish Ibex Capra pyrenaica       √     

8 Mouflon Ovis orientalis       √ √ √ 

9 Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus   √ √       

10 Common Bent-wing Bat Miniopterus schreibersii       √     

11 
Greater Mouse-eared 
Bat Myotis myotis 

      √     

 

 
Birds 
 
 

  N=Near-endemic October 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 

1 Greylag Goose Anser anser   √ √       

2 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos   √ √ √   √ 

3 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa   √ √ √ √ √ 

4 Rock Dove (feral) Columba livia   √ √       

5 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus   √ √ √ √ √ 

6 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto   √ √       

7 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus   √         

8 Common Crane Grus grus   √         

9 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus   √ √       

10 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus   √         

11 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus   √ √       

12 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus   √ √       

13 White Stork Ciconia ciconia   √   √     

14 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo       √ √   

15 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis   √ √       

16 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   √ √ √ √ √ 

17 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus   √   √ √ √ 

18 Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus       √ √ √ 

19 Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus       √     

20 Spanish Imperial Eagle - N Aquila adalberti   √   √ √ √ 

21 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos         √   

22 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus     √       

23 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis       √     
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  N=Near-endemic October 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 

24 Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus   √ √       

25 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus   √ √       

26 Red Kite Milvus milvus   √ √       

27 Black Kite Milvus migrans   √         

28 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo   √ √ √   √ 

29 Tawny Owl Strix aluco   √ √ √ √ √ 

30 Little Owl Athene noctua     √ √ √ √ 

31 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops   √ √ √     

32 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis         √   

33 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major   √     √   

34 Iberian Green Woodpecker Picus sharpei       √ √ √ 

35 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus   √ √ √     

36 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus   √ √       

37 Iberian Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis   √ √ √     

38 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius   √ √ √ √ √ 

39 Iberian Magpie - N Cyanopica cooki   √ √ √ √ √ 

40 Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax       √ √ √ 

41 Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula   √ √ √     

42 Carrion Crow Corvus corone       √     

43 Northern Raven Corvus corax   √ √ √     

44 Coal Tit Periparus ater   √ √       

45 European Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus   √     √ √ 

46 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus   √ √ √ √ √ 

47 Great Tit Parus major   √ √ √ √ √ 

48 Woodlark Lullula arborea   √ √ √ √ √ 

49 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis   √         

50 Thekla's Lark Galerida theklae         √ √ 

51 Crested Lark Galerida cristata     √       

52 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris       √ √ √ 

53 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum       √ √ √ 

54 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti   √ √       

55 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   √       √ 

56 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   √ √ √ √ √ 

57 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis   √ √       

58 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   √   √ √ √ 

59 Dartford Warbler Curruca undata       √ √ √ 

60 Sardinian Warbler Curruca melanocephala   √ √ √ √ √ 

61 Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla     √ √ √   

62 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   √ √ √ √   

63 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea     √ √ √ √ 

64 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla       √     

65 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor   √ √ √ √ √ 

66 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos   √ √ √     
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  N=Near-endemic October 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 

67 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus         √ √ 

68 Common Blackbird Turdus merula   √ √ √ √ √ 

69 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata   √ √       

70 European Robin Erithacus rubecula   √ √ √ √ √ 

71 European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca     √       

72 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros   √   √ √ √ 

73 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus       √     

74 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius       √     

75 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola   √ √       

76 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe   √         

77 Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura       √     

78 House Sparrow Passer domesticus   √ √ √ √ √ 

79 Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava iberiae   √ √       

80 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea         √   

81 White Wagtail Motacilla alba   √ √   √ √ 

82 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis   √         

83 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   √ √ √ √ √ 

84 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris   √         

85 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina   √         

86 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis   √   √ √   

87 European Serin Serinus serinus   √         

88 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra   √ √ √ √ √ 

89 European Rock Bunting Emberiza cia       √ √ √ 

90 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus         √   

 
Butterflies 
 

Small White  Pieris  rapae 

Bath White Pontia daplidice 

Berger’s Clouded 
Yellow  Colias alfacariensis 

Clouded Yellow  Colias crocea 

Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra 

Long-tailed Blue  Lampides boeticus 

Lang’s Short-tailed Blue  Leptotes pirithous 

African Grass Blue Zizeeria knysna 

Southern Brown Argus  Aricia cramera 

Two-tailed Pasha Charaxes jasius 

Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta 

Painted Lady  Vanessa cardui 

The Hermit  Chazara briseis 

Speckled Wood  Parage aegeria 

Sage Skipper Muschampia proto 

 
 
 
 Green Sandpiper 


