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Tour participants: Philip Thompson & Rob Williams (leaders) with 12 Naturetrek clients 
 

Day 1                                                                           Monday 14th February 

Having arrived into Sevilla Airport at midday, the group relaxed and ate a light lunch while the vehicles were 

organised. Once refreshed we loaded up and headed out, skirting Seville, and heading south-west to explore the 

northern edges of the Coto Donana NP.  

 

Our first, and primary stop was taken with a visit to the Dehesa de Abajo lagoon. Here we encountered a broad 

mix of wildfowl and waders with additional raptors and passerines. Among a familiar mix of ducks, the notable 

sighting was a trio of Red-crested Pochards. Other highlights included a strangely neck-ringed Red-knobbed 

Coot among several hundred Eurasian Coots, Black-necked Grebes, Western Swamphen, Greater Flamingos and 

Black-winged Stilts. Among a number of Western Marsh Harriers patrolling the area was a single Black Kite that 

drifted close overhead on a couple of occasions. 

 

Moving on, we took a circular driven route through the unexpectedly dry agricultural fields in the area. At one 

area of reedbed that held some open water, we disturbed a group of four Black Storks probably spending the 

winter here. During our circuit we spotted several Glossy Ibis, Squacco Herons and a single female Hen Harrier. 

Having completed this exploration, we then took the direct minor road through some lovely woodland scrub 

habitat, where we kept a sharp eye open for possible early sightings of Iberian Lynx, before arriving in our 

destination of El Rocio where we would be staying for the next couple of nights. The sand roads and horse rails 

outside all the buildings were a fascinating contrast to our preconceived notions of urban environments, and 

testament to the importance of horse culture and the festival held here each year.  

 

Once we had checked in, time remained to have a check of the rich array of birds on the large lagoon alongside 

our hotel. Among a mix of similar birds to those seen earlier in the day we added Whiskered Tern, Black-tailed 

Godwit, Ruff, Pied Avocet and a very obliging Bluethroat that remained in view for some time.  

 

We then returned to the hotel to freshen up before dinner. 

Day 2                                                                          Tuesday 15th February 

An early breakfast before sunrise was required in order to be ready for our 8am pick-up by the local guides in 

their vehicles to take us on our first drive in the hope of spotting a Lynx. Early morning is a prime time for these 

cats to be on the move patrolling their territories, so we set out full of optimism. We drove slowly along the Raya 

Royal trail checking for tracks and on the alert for any movement. Several groups of Red Deer were sighted 

before excitement rose with a couple of animals scampering across the track ahead of the vehicles. These turned 

out to be a couple of Eurasian Badgers, apparently a much rarer sighting in the park than the elusive Lynx! Small 

consolation then, as we continued our patrol. The morning passed with our vehicles trying a couple of areas 

prohibited to the general public and repeated retracing of our route in the hope of catching a Lynx on the move. 

It was not to be and we eventually returned to El Rocio to enjoy a lunch of local fare from a small restaurant in 

the town. We then returned to the hotel around the warmest part of the day where we had a second viewing over 
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the lagoon. Further new species were seen that included Great Egret and smaller waders such as Little Ringed 

Plover, Little Stint, Wood Sandpiper and Dunlin. 

 

In mid-afternoon we were collected once more by the local guides for our next visit into Coto Donana. We 

began by cruising slowly along the Raya Royal trail once more, again with no sign of Lynx. Continuing on we 

passed through different areas before taking a side trail through a gateway before stopping to take a walk in an 

area where we were permitted. On foot we were better able to connect with some of the smaller birds of the area 

as well as some wildflowers and insects. We were pleased to spot our first Southern Grey Shrike followed by a 

fast approaching wintering Merlin. 

 

Our next stop was at the Jose Antonio Valverde Visitor’s Centre where we enjoyed a coffee while scanning the 

birds on the artificially maintained lagoon. Highlights here included further Red-crested Pochards and Western 

Swamphens. Heading back through the dry open ‘marshland’ we spotted a few passing flocks of Common 

Cranes. Pausing alongside an area of old Eucalyptus stumps gathered together to create safe breeding areas for 

the very important Rabbit population we picked out a Little Owl perched on one of the grey and weathered 

stumps. From here we continued our return journey passing once more through prime Lynx territories without 

luck in spotting one! 

Day 3                                                                     Wednesday 16th February 

We repeated our timings of yesterday with another early morning drive along Raya Royal and further 

explorations of new spots. We were once more out of luck in finding a Lynx but did find some very fresh spoor 

of an animal that had been walking along the main track we were on that morning. Our route led us into one of 

the large private estates where we were very lucky in spotting up to five Great Spotted Cuckoos actively, and 

very productively, feeding on caterpillars on the ground close to the vehicles. They were unconcerned by our 

presence as they feasted on an abundance of food seemingly found with ease. A short drive further on brought 

us to a small flooded marsh where we were able to disembark for an exploration. A fine mix of ducks and water 

birds were on the lake, highlights being another Great Egret, Wood and Green Sandpipers and our first, and 

only, Northern Pintail of the trip! Overhead a drifting Short-toed Snake Eagle was a good find followed by a 

juvenile Spanish Imperial Eagle, unfortunately only seen by a few, as screening trees blocked most of the group’s 

view. It was not long before our morning drew to a close and we needed to begin our return. Crossing a small 

stream near the end of our route we picked out a small group of Common Waxbills drinking at the water’s edge. 

 

Back at the hotel final packing and loading of the vehicles was then completed before we left El Rocio and 

headed to the Acebuchal Lynx Breeding Centre where we took our picnic lunch in the shade on the numerous 

benches provided. Bird highlight here was the abundant very tame Iberian Magpies coming down for food 

scraps. From here we then undertook the long transfer from the Coto Donana up into the hills of the Sierra 

Morena north of Andujar. Time only allowed for a brief coffee stop en-route before we reached our hotel and 

checked in. Calling Tawny Owls could be heard in the surrounding woodland as we met before dinner. 

Day 4                                                                         Thursday 17th February 

For our first excursion into the foothills of the Sierra Morena we drove along the La Lancha road which took us 

through a diverse mix of habitats, most of which was suitable terrain for an Iberian Lynx to hold a territory. 
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After a slow cruise we reached an area of open hillside from where the road had an open view across a wide area. 

We stopped here to disembark and begin a patient scanning of the area. Numerous Red Deer were present 

feeding on the lightly wooded slopes. During our time here a small mix of birds were seen as we patiently kept 

vigil, most notably a pair of Little Owls sheltering under a large boulder and heard calling periodically. A change 

of scenery was taken in the late morning as we drove further along the road where we stopped at a high point 

overlooking the Embalse de Jandula. With day beginning to warm after the overnight cold, a few raptors were 

starting to take wing, mainly Griffon Vultures joined by a few Cinereous Vultures. We then drove on towards the 

reservoir dam, pausing on the way to admire a small group of female and adolescent Spanish Ibex alongside the 

road. Upon reaching the dam we took a pleasant walk, crossing to the opposite side and through a tunnel and 

the hillside woodland beyond. Not long after our arrival we were excited to pick up a couple of Spanish Imperial 

Eagles joined by a Golden Eagle and several vultures and Red-billed Choughs, all enjoying the warming air 

currents by a ridge opposite the reservoir. Constantly cruising by were numerous Crag and House Martins. 

Roosting within the tunnel in small cavities in the roof were several bats of a mix of species. Emerging on the far 

end of the tunnel a Rock Bunting was heard and briefly seen by a few in the thin wooded slope above the path. 

On our return crossing of the dam wall a very unexpected Citril Finch was heard and then seen as it flew rapidly 

overhead and vanished in the deep gorge below us! 

 

After this enjoyable walk we returned to the Mirador viewpoint for a picnic lunch on the benches during which 

we continued birding and relaxing. 

 

We returned to our original earlier viewpoint to continue our scanning during which a couple of the group finally 

caught a glimpse of a couple of Iberian Lynx below before vanishing behind a wild olive, never to reappear 

despite a patient continuing scrutiny! A fine male Spanish Ibex resting on a distant boulder was reward for those 

that missed this exciting observation. 

Day 5                                                                              Friday 18th February 

The morning today was mainly spent walking slowly alongside the Rio Jandular. The cold and slightly misty early 

conditions slowly improved during our time making for a very pleasant and enjoyable morning. A good early 

sighting was a Kingfisher flying rapidly upriver, passing under the bridge we were viewing from and out of sight 

beneath the dam wall. The main highlight of the morning was our hoped-for sighting of a couple of Otters 

feeding in the river. All too soon they drifted out of sight around a bend in the wooded river, and despite our 

efforts to relocate them, we consoled ourselves with our short but exciting views. With the slowly warming 

temperatures we were also able to find a number of interesting birds in the surrounding riverside trees and 

bushes. A popular find was a smart Crested Tit that remained on view in an open leafless tree for some time 

allowing everyone a good view. Also present were Eurasian Nuthatch, Short-toed Treecreeper, Woodlark, 

Blackcap and Common Chiffchaff. A drumming Lesser-spotted Woodpecker remained unseen, but 

demonstrated the subtley longer drumming of this small and elusive species. Whilst scanning for the woodpecker 

a displaying adult Spanish Imperial Eagle put on a wonderful show as it patrolled a nearby hillside and slowly 

drifted our way. The white shoulder splashes clearly showing.  

 

With a lot hanging on our final Lynx hunt, we returned to the La Lancha roadside where we ate our picnic. The 

group then spread out at various look-out points along the road prepared for a long and final vigil. Time passed 

and despite a number of good bird, insect, flower and mammal (a fine relaxed Mouflon male laying crashed out 
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in the shade) sightings, expectations had begun to fall with disappointment in the air. With attention beginning to 

waver the call came over the walkie-talkie of a Lynx having been sighted working it’s way along the gulleys and 

ridges of the surroundings. A rush then ensued to gather all the disparate members of the group together in time. 

The lynx was spotted a couple of more times as it made it’s progress beneath us, unfortunately not by many as 

the animal was repeatedly lost from view as it passed by bushes, rocks and dips in the hillside. After some time, 

and having gathered everyone together a careful observation of a gulley mouth where the cat was expected to 

appear, it paid off and it emerged to climb atop a large boulder for a short time in open view for everyone to see. 

It dropped off and vanished behind the same olive tree as the animals seen yesterday, not to reappear. Elated by 

our success, and with still time in hand we remained in place enjoying the area with it’s birds, butterflies and 

flowers. Thoughts were starting to consider our return drive to the hotel when amazingly the Lynx was finally re-

spotted on a nearby ridge. Even better views were obtained as we held our breath and watched as the animal 

slowly closed the distance between us, passing periodically out of sight. Scarcely believing our luck the Lynx not 

only continued to head in our direction but appeared to be aiming to cross the road and the slopes behind us. 

Coming within 10m of the assembled spectators, and barely deigning to pay us any attention, it entered a thick 

Mastic Tree on the roadside and finally emerged to cross the road little more than 5-8m from everyone. We 

continued to follow it’s progress on the hillside behind the road, now beautifully illuminated by the late 

afternoon sun for a further 20 minutes, with several views of less than 20m. So, in the last hour of the last day 

our patience had been rewarded with probably a hard to beat viewing of this iconic rare cat! 

Day 6                                                                          Saturday 19th February 

Our departing flight time from Seville necessitated an early pre-dawn departure for the airport. As the sun slowly 

rose during the journey only a small common selection of birds were seen as we digested in our minds the sights 

we had enjoyed during the previous days trip culminating in a wonderful Iberian Lynx as a fitting climax! 
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Species lists 
 

Birds (H = Heard only) 
 

  N=Near-endemic February 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 

1 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

2 Greylag Goose Anser anser ✓ ✓ ✓       

3 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna ✓           

4 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata ✓ ✓ ✓       

5 Gadwall Mareca strepera 3 ✓ ✓       

6 Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope   ✓         

7 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓       

8 Northern Pintail Anas acuta     1       

9 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca ✓ ✓ ✓       

10 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 3 ✓         

11 Common Pochard Aythya ferina ✓ ✓         

12 Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius     5       

13 Rock Dove Columba livia   ✓ ✓       

14 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

15 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

16 Western Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio ✓ ✓ ✓       

17 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

18 Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 1           

19 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra ✓ ✓ ✓       

20 Common Crane Grus grus   ✓ ✓       

21 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis ✓ ✓         

22 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus ✓           

23 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 3           

24 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus ✓ ✓ ✓       

25 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus ✓ ✓ ✓       

26 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta ✓ ✓         

27 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus ✓ ✓ ✓       

28 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula ✓ ✓         

29 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius   ✓         

30 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata 1           

31 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa ✓ ✓ ✓       

32 Ruff Calidris pugnax ✓ ✓         

33 Dunlin Calidris alpina   ✓         

34 Little Stint Calidris minuta   ✓         

35 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago ✓ ✓ ✓       

36 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 1 ✓ ✓       

37 Common Redshank Tringa totanus ✓ ✓         

38 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola   ✓ ✓       

39 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 2           

40 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus ✓ ✓         



Spain – Realm of the Iberian Lynx Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek March 22      
 

  N=Near-endemic February 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 

41 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus ✓           

42 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 15 ✓         

43 Black Stork Ciconia nigra 4           

44 White Stork Ciconia ciconia ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ 

45 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo ✓ ✓   ✓     

46 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus ✓ ✓ ✓       

47 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia ✓ ✓ ✓       

48 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 1 1         

49 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis ✓ ✓         

50 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

51 Great Egret Ardea alba   1 1       

52 Little Egret Egretta garzetta ✓ ✓ ✓       

53 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus   ✓   ✓ ✓   

54 Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus       ✓ ✓   

55 Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus     1       

56 Spanish Imperial Eagle - N Aquila adalberti     1 2 3   

57 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos       1     

58 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus     2   1   

59 Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus ✓ ✓ ✓ 1     

60 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 1           

61 Red Kite Milvus milvus   ✓ ✓       

62 Black Kite Milvus migrans ✓           

63 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ ✓       

64 Tawny Owl Strix aluco     H H H   

65 Little Owl Athene noctua H   1 2 ✓   

66 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 1 ✓ ✓   1   

67 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis     1   1   

68 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dryobates minor       H H   

69 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major     1 1 ✓   

70 Iberian Green Woodpecker Picus sharpei       ✓ ✓   

71 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

72 Merlin Falco columbarius   1         

73 Iberian Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis   2 1       

74 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius       1 1   

75 Iberian Magpie - N Cyanopica cooki ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

76 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

77 Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax       ✓ ✓   

78 Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

79 Carrion Crow Corvus corone     ✓       

80 Northern Raven Corvus corax   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

81 European Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus       ✓ ✓   

82 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus       ✓ ✓   

83 Great Tit Parus major H   ✓ ✓ ✓   
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  N=Near-endemic February 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 

84 Woodlark Lullula arborea   1   ✓ H   

85 Thekla's Lark Galerida theklae         1   

86 Crested Lark Galerida cristata ✓ ✓ ✓       

87 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

88 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris       ✓ ✓   

89 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum       ✓ ✓   

90 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti   1 H   H   

91 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

92 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis ✓ H H       

93 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 1     ✓ ✓   

94 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata   1     1   

95 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala 2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

96 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes         H   

97 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea       ✓ ✓   

98 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla     1 H H   

99 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

100 Common Blackbird Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

101 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

102 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus       ✓ ✓   

103 European Robin Erithacus rubecula   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

104 Bluethroat Luscinia svecica 1 1 1       

105 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

106 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

107 House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓       

108 Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava iberiae ✓ ✓ 1 1     

109 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea     1   ✓   

110 White Wagtail Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

111 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis ✓ ✓ ✓       

112 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

113 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes       ✓ 2   

114 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris   H   ✓ ✓   

115 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina   ✓         

116 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

117 Citril Finch Carduelis citrinella       1     

118 European Serin Serinus serinus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

119 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra ✓ ✓ ✓       

120 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia       1 ✓   

121 Common Waxbill Estrilida astrild     5       
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Others 
 

  E=Endemic, N=Near-endemic I=Introduced  February 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 

 MAMMALS        

1 European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

2 Iberian Lynx - E Lynx pardinus       2 1   

3 Eurasian Badger Meles meles   2         

4 Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra         2   

5 Red Deer Cervus elaphus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

6 Fallow Deer Dama dama   ✓   ✓     

7 Spanish Ibex Capra pyrenaica       5     

8 Mouflon Ovis orientalis         1   

9 Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus   ✓         

10 Schreiber's/Bent-winged Bat Miniopterus schreibersii   ✓   ✓     

11 Greater Mouse-eared Bat Myotis myotis       ✓     

12 Daubenton's Bat Myotis daubentonii       ✓     

13                 

18                 

19 BUTTERFLIES               

20 Swallowtail Papilio machaon             

21 Large White Pieris brassicae             

22 Western Dappled White Euchloe crameri             

23 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea             

24 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni             

25 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra             

26 Provence Hairstreak Tomares ballus             

27 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas             

28 Lang's Short-tailed Blue Leptotes pirithous             

29 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus             

30 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta             

31 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui             

32 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus             

33                 

34                 

35 REPTILES               

36 Vaucher's Wall Lizard Podarcis vaucheri             

37                 

38                 

39 PLANTS :- Selection               

40 Rush-leaved Narcissus Narcissus assoanus             

41 Hoop Petticoat Daffodil Narcissus bulbocodium             

42 Paperwhite Narcissus Narcissus papyraceus             

43 Angel's Tears Narcissus triandrus             

44 Romulea Romulea bulbocodium             

45 a Yellow Star-of-Bethlehem Gagea durieui             

46 Branched Asphodel Asphodelus ramosus             

47 Hollow-leaved Asphodel Asphodelus fistulosus             

 

 
 


