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Tour participants: Javi Elorriaga (leader) with 4 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Wednesday 22nd November 

Seville – El Rocio 

Our flight from the UK landed in Seville at noon, 15 minutes ahead of schedule, on a sunny day reaching 20ºC. 

Javi welcomed the group at the arrivals terminal, and then we headed to El Rocio, the most charismatic village in 

Doñana National Park.  

 

We reached our hotel an hour-and-a-half later. After checking in, we had some nibbles while reviewing the 

programme for the forthcoming days exploring Doñana. Still with a couple of daylight hours ahead, we went for 

a tranquil walk along the edge of the marshes. Mallard, Shoveler, Pintail, Teal, White Stork, Glossy Ibis, Black-

winged Stilt, Marsh Harrier, Black-tailed Godwit and Lapwing were all well represented. We scrutinized the 

reedbed for Penduline Tits with no luck, but in turn we came across an obliging Bluethroat which posed for us, a 

group of Waxbills landed in the trees next to one of the bird hides, and several Common Snipes showed in full 

view. But the big show was still to come. In wonderful late afternoon light the first V-shaped skeins of Graylag 

Geese appeared on the horizon. In no time the sky was filled with birds, creating a real sound and visual fest. 

According to local researchers, severe droughts in some areas of the National Park had prompted one of the 

largest roost concentrations of Graylag Geese at El Rocio in years, totaling over 10,000 individuals. We took our 

time to admire the spectacular congregation and landing procedures. Even though the tour had just started, we 

all agreed we had experienced one of the tour highlights. With the sun setting behind us, we felt it was the time 

to walk back to the hotel and relax before dinner.  

Day 2 Thursday 23rd November 

El Rocio & Doñana National Park  

After a relaxed breakfast, we spend some time observing the morning activity in the vivid lagoon at the doorstep 

of the hotel. Large groups of Graylag Geese steadily took off from their night roost, heading to the sand dunes 

in the national park. There they ingest gizzard stones to grind their preferred food, the root of the Bulrush. 

  

Next we drove to the core of Doñana. Soon after leaving El Rocio we found a pale morph Booted Eagle (a rare 

sight in winter) standing in an electric pole. A little further ahead we found two different Black-winged Kites. 

One of them was so focused in hunting, hovering and diving, that it seemed to ignore our presence. In the 

surrounding agricultural fields, large groups of Cattle Egrets were following ploughing tractors, and a striking 

Osprey flew in front of our minibus.  

 

We soon reached the flooded rice paddies where large groups of Graylag Geese were present, along with Little 

and Great Egrets, Yellow-legged, Black-headed and Lesser Black-backed Gulls, Spoonbills, Red Kites, Marsh 

Harriers and numerous White Storks. We also found a group of seven Black Storks at very close range, no less 

than 15 Western (previously called Purple) Swamphens, and yet another obliging Bluethroat. The natural 

marshes in Caño del Guadiamar were dry due to the severe drought in Spain, however we enjoyed in-detail views 

of Zitting Cisticola and a juvenile Peregrine of the calidus Nordic type.  
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Taking advantage of the excellent weather, we had our picnic lunch outdoors at Jose Antonio Valverde Visitor´s 

Centre. Whilst doing so, several groups of Cranes flew low overhead and delighted us with their unmistakable 

trumpeting callings.  

 

Next, in the Escupidera area, a group of Griffon Vultures glided in the distance, and no less than 12 Hoopoes, 

countless Common Buzzards, Spanish Sparrows, a Little Owl and a distant Pin-tailed Sandgrouse showed up. A 

female Hen Harrier and a Red Fox were foraging in the same field, and not far away a group of Golden Plovers 

and Stone-curlews offered good views as well. At Casa de Bombas we added a group of juvenile Black-crowned 

Night Herons and three more Black Storks to the day list. From there we started the return to El Rocio, where 

we still had time to enjoy again the varied wildlife in the lagoon.  

 

After a rest we met to discuss the highlights of the day over a beer, and had an excellent dinner. 

Day 3 Friday 24th November 

El Rocio & Doñana National Park  

Today we had an earlier start. It was a bright sunny day again. After breakfast our local guide collected us in his 

4x4 vehicle. Without delay we drove along the sandy trails of la Raya Real (the Royal Trail) inside the restricted 

area of the national park. We searched carefully in a nice area of Mediterranean forest where Iberian Lynx is 

regularly found. We found several Rabbits (the basis of the Lynx´s diet in Spain) and got good views of a 

different Iberian specialty, the Iberian Magpie. 

 

Next we had a pleasant walk in another restricted area: Hierba Buena. Here we found an intermediate ecosystem 

between the forest and the marshes, and a good representation of the traditional Mediterranean dehesa forest 

with Cork and Holm Oaks. Dartford Warbler, Woodlark, and especially Iberian Grey Shrike made the birding 

highlights. An adult Spanish Imperial Eagle was perched on a distant electric pole and no less than five 

unexpected Short-toed Eagles where foraging in the area along with several Red Kites. 

  

At noon we returned to El Rocio for lunch on the terrace of a local restaurant. Then we returned to the hotel on 

foot, which gave us an excellent opportunity to explore the wide sandy streets (specially adapted for horsemen) 

and dwellings of pilgrim´s brotherhoods that characterize El Rocio in Western fashion. 

  

We had some rest (a typical Spanish siesta for some) before going for a second drive within the restricted area of 

the national park. This time we found abundant Reed Deer, Fallow Deer and a family group of Wild Boar too. 

Little Owl, Red-legged Partridge, Hoopoe, Sparrowhawk and Long-tailed Tit where some of the most celebrated 

birds. Then we found a large bird standing on a White Stork nest. Using the telescope we realized it was a 

gorgeous juvenile Spanish Imperial Eagle! 

  

Winter flocks of Calandra Larks were abundant in the pastures where free-roaming horses of the local Retuerta 

breed were grazing. Indeed, this is the horse breed that Columbus introduced in the Americas from the 

Guadalquivir Marshes, giving rise to the Mustang horse of the American west. 

 

In the late afternoon we checked again some Lynx hotspots not far from El Rocio, which kept us alert and 

excited until the end. We had no luck with the cat, but fully enjoyed the day in its domain.  
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Day 4 Saturday 25th November 

Outskirts of Doñana National Park & El Rocio 

The day dawned with excellent weather again. Proof was the presence of numerous House Martins and two Barn 

Swallows flying around the hotel in late November! This morning the Penduline Tits performed for us, and 

several individuals offered nice views in the same reedbed where we had dipped the previous mornings. 

  

Next we headed to the eastern part of Doñana, close to the Guadalquivir River, to a large expanse of rice fields. 

Given the severe droughts that kept the natural marshes dry, most of the waterbirds overwintering in Doñana 

were concentrated in the flooded paddies. As soon as we reached the area we spotted our first Flamingoes of the 

trip. Indeed, we estimated that no less than 3,800 individuals where visible around us! About 900 Glossy Ibis, 

hundreds of White Storks, Lesser Black-backed and Black-headed Gulls, Spoonbills, Great Cormorants, Snipes, 

Lapwings and Meadow Pipits completed the scene. A flock of Tree Sparrows was a nice surprise, and we 

managed the read the code of the ring on an adult Black Stork which indicated it was of German origin. 

  

After a coffee break at Isla Mayor we continued birding in the rice paddies, where we also had our picnic lunch. 

Before returning to the tarmac road we had excellent views of a perfectly camouflaged Squacco Heron.  

 

The lagoon at Dehesa de Abajo was completely dry, so we returned to El Rocio to admire, for a last time, the 

spectacular arrival of geese in the late afternoon. We fully enjoyed the scene before a pleasant walk back to the 

Hotel, with time to relax before another excellent dinner. 

Day 5 Sunday 26th November 

El Rocio – La Rocina – Seville Airport 

After breakfast we took some time to observe the vivid birdlife in El Rocio lagoon. Finding six Greater White-

fronted Geese, a rare species in the area, was a nice surprise to start the day. A group of Black-tailed Godwits 

looked great in the morning light, and at the opposite end of the lagoon we could ascertain the silhouette of an 

adult Spanish Imperial Eagle perched in a Eucalyptus tree. 

 

Next we loaded our luggage into the minibus and said goodbye to El Rocio. On our way to Seville we paid a visit 

to the nearby La Rocina area. Here we had good views of several Iberian Magpies and detected some forest 

species including Bullfinch (locally rare), Crested Tit, Wren and Long-tailed Tit. From the bird hides we observed 

Pintail, Gadwall, Common Pochard and a Kingfisher. 

  

We reached Seville airport at noon, where we said our goodbyes and thanks to Javi. We then caught our flight 

back to the UK, where a very enjoyable tour came to an end. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      November 

  Scientific name Common name 22 23 24 25 26 

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser     

2 Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 
   

6 

3 Gadwall  Mareca strepera        

4 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos      

5 Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata      

6 Northern Pintail  Anas acuta      

7 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca      

8 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina         

9 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa          

10 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis      

11 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus        

12 Common Crane Grus grus      
 

13 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra         

14 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia     

15 Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus      

16 Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia         

17 Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax          

18 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides          

19 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis     

20 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea  


 

21 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea           

22 Great Egret  Ardea alba        

23 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta      

24 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo       

25 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus          

26 Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus        

27 Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus         

28 Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus          

29 Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus          

30 Spanish Imperial Eagle  Aquila adalberti        

31 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus          

32 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus        

33 Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus          

34 Red Kite  Milvus milvus        

35 Black Kite  Milvus migrans           

36 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo     

37 Western Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio         

38 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus     

39 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra     

40 Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus          

41 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus      

42 Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta        

43 Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria        


44 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus     

45 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago     

46 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa       

47 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus          
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      November 

  Scientific name Common name 22 23 24 25 26 

48 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia          

49 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus         

50 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos         

51 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus         

52 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis         

53 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus      

54 Pin-tailed Sandgrouse  Pterocles alchata          

55 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus        

56 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto     

57 Little Owl  Athene noctua         

58 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis        

59 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops        

60 Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla   H       

61 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus     

62 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus         

63 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis          

64 Iberian Magpie  Cyanopica cooki     

65 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica     

66 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula        

67 Northern Raven  Corvus corax        

68 European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus         

69 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus         

70 Great Tit  Parus major         

71 Eurasian Penduline Tit  Remiz pendulinus          

72 Woodlark  Lullula arborea          

73 Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae          

74 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata     

75 Calandra Lark  Melanocorypha calandra          

76 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica        

77 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris   


     

78 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum       

79 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti H H H  H 

80 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus          

81 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita     

82 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis     

83 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla          

84 Dartford Warbler  Sylvia undata          

85 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala      

86 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla         

87 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes         

88 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea         H 

89 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla         H 

90 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris         

91 Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor     

92 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula     

93 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 
 


 

94 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula  


 

95 White-spotted Bluethroat Luscinia svecica        

96 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros     

97 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola     

98 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus     
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      November 

  Scientific name Common name 22 23 24 25 26 

99 Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis         

100 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus          

101 Common Waxbill  Estrilda astrild         

102 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea         

103 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba     

104 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis 


  

105 Water Pipit Anthus spinoleta 








106 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs      

107 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris      

108 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina        

109 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis     

110 European Serin  Serinus serinus          

111 Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus          

112 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra         

Other Taxa Recorded 

Red Deer, Cervus elaphus Fallow Deer, Dama dama 

Wild Boar, Sus scrofa Red Fox, Vulpes vulpes 

European Rabbit, Oryctolagus cuniculus Stripeless Tree Frog, Hyla meridionalis 

Blue Emperor, Anas imperator Lesser Emperor, Anax ephippiger 

Red-veined Darter, Sympetrum fonscolombi Red Admiral, Vanessa atalanta 

Crimson Speckled, Utetheisa pulchella Large White, Pieris brasicae 

Small Blue, Cupido minumus Wall Lizard, Podarcis muralis 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

El Rocio 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

