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Tour participants: Niki Williamson (Leader) with a group of seven Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

From our base in the quirky, sand-covered, Wild West-style streets of El Rocío, we experienced the very best of 

wintery Doñana, watching the sun rise and set over large congregations of Greater Flamingoes, Black-winged 

Stilts and rafts of dabbling Ducks on the picturesque village-edge lagoon.   

 

We encountered many avian delights on the area´s ricefields, lagoons and pools included Marbled Duck, Red-

crested Pochard, Black-necked Grebes, Western Swamphens, Little Bittern, Bluethroat and Penduline Tits. But 

most memorable were the mind-blowing numbers of wintering birds, including huge airborne flocks of 

thousands of Glossy Ibis and Greater Flamingoes, adding a touch of the bizarre with their unfamiliar shapes.   

 

In the Natural and National Parks of Doñana we enjoyed views of five Spanish Imperial Eagles (one adult and 

four immature birds), as well as Black-winged Kites, Marsh and Hen Harriers, Booted and Short-toed Eagles, 

Iberian Grey Shrikes, Thekla Larks and Dartford Warblers. A truly magical morning in the woodlands of 

Acebron brought us into contact with Lesser and Great Spotted Woodpecker, Crested and Long-tailed Tit, 

Short-toed Treecreeper, Firecrest and Woodlark. A relaxed, enjoyable break packed with a huge variety of 

habitats and birds! 

Day 1 Monday 12th November 

Niki gathered together the small but perfectly formed group at Seville airport, skirting the northern outskirts of 

the city and spotting White Storks, Common Kestrels and Spotless Starlings, as well as our first Iberian Magpies, 

on the short drive to El Rocío. 

 

After driving through the picturesque, sand-covered streets of this Spanish horseman´s town, admiring its Wild 

West ambience, we arrived at the hotel for drinks and nibbles.  We took some time to settle in before our 

introduction to Madre de las Marismas, the beautiful village-edge lagoon, just a few paces from the hotel. 

 

And what an idyllic sight it was! In the evening light, Greater Flamingoes and Eurasian Spoonbills waded 

through the shallows alongside Red Deer. Among the hundreds of bobbing Northern Shovelers, we picked out 

numerous Northern Pintails and Common Teal. Wintering Greylag Geese – the symbol of Doñana National 

Park – grazed along the water´s edge. 

 

In the reeds were many Common Chiffchaffs and Zitting Cisticolas. A Little Bittern showed briefly. A little 

further round the boardwalk, Penduline Tits and a perky Bluethroat showed well. A Western Swamphen was 

flushed by some wild horses and flew off noisily. 

 

As the sun set on our first evening, we drifted back to the bar for a pre-dinner manzanilla sherry and to reflect on 

our promising start! 
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Day 2 Tuesday 13th November 

Today we headed out to the north eastern edge of the park to explore the area´s recently harvested rice and 

cotton fields.  As we passed along the Villamanrique road through the park, we stopped for superb views of 

Iberian Grey Shrike, breast dusky pink in the morning light. Many Corn Buntings were on the farmland, as were 

Tree Sparrows, Chaffinches, Black Redstarts and numerous Common Buzzards surveying the area from vantage 

points. 

 

Along the reedy ditch edges, flocks of Common Waxbill whizzed by, and we could pick out Spanish Sparrows 

amongst the many thousands of House Sparrows. The impressive silhouettes of hunting Marsh Harriers were 

our constant companions. 

 

Reaching an area of flooded pastureland, teeming with Northern Lapwing, Common Snipe and Cattle Egrets, we 

were thrilled to spot our first wintering Black Stork, standing seemingly untroubled by us, just metres from the 

road. 

 

As we moved through the recently-harvested rice stubble, we could see flocks of hundreds if not thousands of 

Greater Flamingoes and Glossy Ibis, their airborne pink and black profiles truly bizarre! 

 

We stopped for our picnic lunch near fields in the process of being ploughed. They were literally covered in 

birds – Little, Great and Cattle Egret, Yellow-legged, Greater Black-backed and Black-headed Gulls, Black 

Storks, and flocks of Glossy Ibis numbering in the hundreds piling in by the minute.  A real cacophony and just 

the uplifting spectacle we had been hoping for! 

 

Heading to the lagoon at Dehesa de Abajo, we took a coffee break to digest the spectacular bird numbers and 

were joined by late-migrating and overwintering Red-rumped and Barn Swallows, Sand Martins, and flava Yellow 

Wagtails. White Storks bill-clapped to one another from atop their nearby nests. 

 

We viewed the lagoon itself from the south side to make the best of the afternoon light and were almost 

overwhelmed by the wildlfowl numbers! Amongst several thousand Northern Shoveler, Mallard and Gadwall, we 

found Red-Crested and Common Pochard, Black-necked, Little and Great-crested Grebes. The highlight was a 

group of around 20 rare Marbled Ducks, this pretty little dabbler being a lifer for most.  And all of this against a 

soft pink backdrop of over 2000 Greater Flamingoes! 

 

We returned thrilled to the hotel, for another delicious rustic Andalus meal. 

Day 3 Wednesday 14th November 

At first light we were collected by our hosts for the day, Doñana Nature. This excellent wildlife-watching 

company is the only one authorised to enter the northern parts of the Doñana National Park, and we would be 

spending the day with them travelling through the realms of the ultra-rare Iberian Lynx. Actually, catching sight 

of this secretive feline would be a huge bonus, but by using the company´s access-all-areas 4x4 buses we knew 

we´d be in for the best possible exploration of the park´s wildlife, whatever came our way! 
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Excitement came early, when we came across a group of agitated Iberian and Eurasian Magpies mobbing a bush, 

while many other passerines alarm-called – a good sign that the cat was lurking somewhere within. Although the 

feline did not show itself for us, we enjoyed exploring its wooded kingdom, watching flocks of tits and finches 

moving through it and Red Deer standing silently in the mist. 

 

Out on the heath, the mist cleared and suddenly raptors came thick and fast! All around us were Marsh Harriers, 

Red Kites, and Common Buzzards. A ring-tailed Hen Harrier flashed by. As we scanned likely perching spots, 

we found ourselves looking at the royal family of the raptors, where an adult and a juvenile Spanish Imperial 

Eagle were dwarfing the tree in which they sat! Then, like a tiny cherry on the raptor cake, up popped a gorgeous 

Black-winged Kite, which we were able to watch hunting for some time. In the fields around us, we could pick 

out Calandra, Lesser Short-toed and wintering Eurasian Skylarks amongst the Crested Larks and Meadow Pipits. 

For our journey onwards, we were escorted by many Eurasian Hoopoes, both perched along the track and flying 

alongside the bus. 

 

Heading on to the lagoon at the Jose Valverde Visitor Centre, we enjoyed views of many sunlit Red-crested 

Pochards amongst the assemblage of dabbling and diving ducks, egrets, herons and waterbirds. As we enjoyed a 

warming coffee, Black-winged Stilts wandered across our sight, Cetti´s Warblers sang explosively from the 

bushes around us and Western Swamphens squawked from the shoreline vegetation, showing occasionally. We 

could see Common Cranes grazing on the fields behind the centre, and were treated to further, much closer 

views of a Black-winged Kite perched on telegraph wires. 

 

At lunch we sampled more traditional Doñana fare, including pescados fritos, a selection of fried seafood titbits, 

and salmorejo, a delicious, thickened version of gazpacho, before taking some time to wander the sandy streets of El 

Rocío and enjoy the traditional Spanish architecture. 

 

Reconvening after a nice siesta, we headed into the park once more where our hosts allowed us a stroll in the 

permit-only area of the park known as Hierba Buena. This area of heath offers exceptional habitat, and we 

enjoyed views of Iberian Grey Shrike being mobbed by finches, Thekla Lark and Red Kite. But the crowning 

glory was being surrounded by a total of four young Spanish Imperial Eagles, flying in to roost in spectacular 

fashion! 

As the afternoon closed in, we headed back happy through the forest, enjoying the sights and sounds of Short-

toed Treecreepers, Woodlarks, Firecrests and a random lingering Spotted Flycatcher. 

Day 4 Thursday 15th November 

This morning we headed to yet another different habitat, exploring the heaths and woodlands of the Palacio de 

Acebron. As the autumn chill began to dissipate, the predominant sound was that of the weird and wonderful 

calls of Iberian Grey Shrikes. Perhaps half a dozen were moving across the heath, seemingly supressing all the 

other passerine action! Eventually they drifted away, and soon Dartford and Sardinian Warblers and Thekla 

Larks emerged for us. 

 

We next took a stroll through the magical light and gentle mists of Doñana´s original damp forests.  Immediately 

we were arrived we were greeted by the calls of a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, which moved through quickly. 

Our normally chatty group held its breath as we immersed ourselves in the sounds of countless European 

Robins, Eurasian Blackcaps, European Blackbirds, Blue and Great Tits, Greenfinches and Chaffinches and 
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Cetti´s Warblers. Firecrests and Short-toed Treecreepers were calling and eventually showed well, as was Great 

Spotted Woodpecker. Amongst a chatty flock of Long-tailed Tits we also found Crested Tits. We rounded off 

our lovely stroll with a pair of Bullfinches and a second aural encounter with a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 

before heading to briefly explore the rooms and grounds (and bathrooms!) of the elegant Palacio de Acebron, a 

once abandoned Franco-era edifice to luxury, now restored into a museum and information centre. As we 

headed off to lunch, three Woodlarks escorted us from the premises! 

 

Lunch was at the Acebuche Visitor Centre, and was shared with a large, brash flock of Iberian Magpies who 

came in search of leftovers and ended up giving us some superb photographic opportunities! 

 

We were disappointed to find that the pools at Acebuche were completely dry except for the tiniest of splashes, 

which did fortunately allow us to catch up with two very smart Common Snipe, showing well. But sometimes 

things happen for a reason, as we paid more attention to the heath, allowing us to get amazing views of the 

Sardinian and Dartford Warblers and Thekla Larks we had worked so hard for this morning! 

 

We relaxed in the warm afternoon sun with a coffee and enjoyed the chorus from the resident Iberian Pond 

Frogs, before perusing the gift shop for its excellent t-shirt selection. 

 

We headed back to El Rocío a little early and made use of the extremely beautiful afternoon light to finish our 

last day how we had begun - birding the stunning Madre de las Marismas lagoon, but this time from the western 

end. As well as the fantastic postcard view back across the lake to the town, this section yielded another 

satisfying assemblage of waterbirds, including Northern Pintail, Black-winged Stilt, promenading Greater 

Flamingoes, Common Teal, Common Pochard, Northern Shoveler and wintering Greylag Geese.   

Day 5 Friday 16th November 

The group´s later flight time gave us chance for one last dip into Doñana´s delights, so we stopped in to explore 

the nearby pools at La Rocina. The peace was broken only by Iberian Magpies, Cetti´s Warblers, Eurasian 

Blackcaps, Little Grebes, Grey Herons, calling Great Spotted Woodpeckers and a silently hunting Marsh Harrier. 

A briefly glimpsed Hawfinch marked the end of our birding, and we said goodbye to the winter wildlife of 

Doñana and headed back to Seville airport. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      November 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 15 16 

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser     

2 Gadwall  Mareca strepera 
 

 

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos     

4 Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata    


5 Northern Pintail  Anas acuta 


 


6 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca  





7 Marbled Duck  Marmaronetta angustirostris  10+   

8 Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina 
 

 

9 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina 
  



10 Tufted duck Aythya fuligula 


  

11 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa  


 

12 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   




13 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus   
 

14 Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis 


  

15 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus     

16 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra 
 

 

17 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia     

18 Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus   




19 Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia  
  

20 Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus 
   

21 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis     

22 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea     

23 Great Egret  Ardea alba 


  

24 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta     

25 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo 
   

26 Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus  


 

27 Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus  


 

28 Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus  


 

29 Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus 


  

30 Spanish Imperial Eagle  Aquila adalberti   5  

31 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus  


 

32 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus 
   

33 Hen harrier Circus cyaneus  


 

34 Red Kite  Milvus milvus 
 




35 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo     

36 Western Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio   
 

37 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus     

38 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra    


39 Common Crane Grus grus  
 



40 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus    


41 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus  
  

42 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago 







43 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus 


  

44 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 


  

45 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus 
 

 

46 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus   
 

47 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis    
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 15 16 

48 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus   
 

49 Rock Dove  Columba livia 
 

 

50 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus     

51 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto     

52 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis 


  

53 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops  
 



54 Lesser Sotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor   




55 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major  
  

56 Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni 


  

57 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   




58 Iberian Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis 
  



59 Iberian Magpie  Cyanopica cooki     

60 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica     

61 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula 


  

62 Northern Raven  Corvus corax  





63 European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus   




64 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus  
  

65 Great Tit  Parus major  
  

66 Eurasian Penduline Tit  Remiz pendulinus   
 

67 Woodlark  Lullula arborea  
 



68 Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae  
 



69 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata 
 




70 Calandra Lark  Melanocorypha calandra  


 

71 Lesser Short-toed Lark  Alaudala rufescens  


 

72 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis  


 

73 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia 


  

74 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica 


  

75 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica 


  

76 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti     

77 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus  
  

78 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita     

79 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis    


80 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla 


  

81 Dartford Warbler  Sylvia undata   




82 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala 
   

83 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla 
   

84 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes  
  

85 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea  


 

86 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla  
  

87 Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor     

88 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula 
   

89 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos  


 

90 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata  


 

91 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula     

92 White-spotted Bluethroat Luscinia svecica 
   

93 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros     

94 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola     

95 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus     

96 Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis 


  

97 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus 


  

98 Common Waxbill  Estrilda astrild 
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 15 16 

99 Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava flava 


  

100 Spanish Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava iberiae 


  

101 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba     

102 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis 
  



103 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs     

104 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes    


105 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris  
 



106 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina 
  



107 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis     

108 European Serin  Serinus serinus  
 



109 Eurasian Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula   




110 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra 
 




Mammals             

1 Red Deer Cervus elaphus  


 

2 European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus  


 

3 Kuhl's Pipistrelle Pipistrellus kuhlii 
  



Reptiles & Amphibians   
    

1 Montpellier Snake Malpolon monspessulanus  


 

2 Iberian Rock Lizard Iberolacerta monticola  


 

3 Iberian Pond Frog Rana iberica  


 

Invertebrates   
    

1 Clouded Yellow Colias croceus  


 

2 Small White Pieris rapae 
  



3 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta  


 

4 Painted Lady Cynthia cardui  
 



5 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria   




6 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra   




7 Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea 
  



8 Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii 


  

9 A carabid beetle Carabus spp    


Other Taxa   
    

1 Asian Crayfish   


  

Notable Plants 

Stone Pine, Pinus pinea Cork Oak, Quercus suber 

Mastick Bush, Pistacia lentiscus Tamarisk, Tamarix spp 

Wild Olive, Olea europaea Fan Palm, Chamaerops humilis 

Autumn Crocus, Colchicum autumnale  

 


