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Tour leader:   Matthew Hobbs 
Jenny Wilsher (co-leader and botanist) 
 

Tour participants:  Graham and Ros Pyatt, Peebles 
Brigid Duke, London 
Sue Newall and Jon Murray, Hay on Wye 
Bruce and Diane Poulter, Canterbury 
Richard and Edith Cormack, St. Andrews 
June and Peter Smith, Nottingham 

Summary 

Botanical highlights: Antirrhinum braun-blanquetii, Yellow Turk’s Cap Lily, Digitalis parviflora, Blue-leaved 
Petrocoptis, Linaria faucicola, Trumpet, Pyrennean Trumpet, Spring, Field and Great Yellow Gentians, 
Amplexicaule and Alpine Buttercups, Alpine and Pyrenean Flax, Pyrenean Lent Lily (Narcissus nobilis), Alpine Rose 
(Rosa pendulina) and 23 species of orchids. 
 
Bird highlights: 93 species including nesting Wallcreeper and Wryneck, Blue Rock Thrush, Rock Thrush, Citril 
Finch, Alpine Accentor, Snow Finch, Alpine Swift, Black Woodpecker, Rock Bunting. 
 
Butterfly highlights: 61 species including Large Blue, Turquoise Blue, Lefebvre’s Ringlet, Chapman’s Ringlet, 
Mountain Dappled White, Moroccan Orange Tip, 13 species of Fritillary.  
 
Mammals: Snow Vole, Pine Marten, Chamois, Red Squirrel 

Itinerary 

Day 1 – Saturday 11 June 
Arrival into Bilbao at 1020. Drive to Santona Marshes for late morning and then lunch at San Vicente. The final 
leg of the journey was to the hotel in Arenas de Cabrales. 
Weather: Cool and drizzly with some sunny intervals – c17-20C 
 
Day 2 – Sunday 12 June  
Walk near La Molina and return to Arenas. Optional afternoon stroll at Vegas de Sotres.  
Weather: Mixed, mainly cloudy but warm with some sun in afternoon – c18-23C 
 
Day 3 – Monday 13 June 
Cares Gorge. Dinner at Arenas. 
Weather: Overcast most of day and cool in morning. Some sun in afternoon, thunderstorms in early evening – 
c17-23C 
 
Day 4 – Tuesday 14 June 
Covadonga – the lakes.  
Weather: Sunny intervals in morning with cloud and mist building in afternoon. c17-22C 
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Day 5 – Wednesday 15 June 
Transfer day. Two stops in the Hermida Gorge, then Brez for lunch and afternoon stroll. Check-in to hotel in 
Espinama mid-afternoon, then optional afternoon/evening walk in meadows at Fuente De.  
Weather: Warmer with sun all day. c24C 
 
Day 6 – Thursday 16 June 
Cable car from Fuente De, then descent via Refugio de Aliva to Espinama. Dinner in Espinama. 
Weather: Beautiful and sunny in morning, with some mist on tops then sunny intervals in afternoon. 
 
Day 7 – Friday17 June 
Circular along the river near Cosgaya with drive to Puerto San Glorio in mid-afternoon. Dinner in Espinama. 
Weather: Sunny and Hot, up to 32C in afternoon. 
 
Day 8 – Saturday 18 June 
Return to Bilbao 
Weather: Sunny and hot. 

Day 1 Saturday 11th June 

After meeting our group at Stansted and an uneventful flight into Bilbao we collected our minibuses and headed 
west Picos bound. Our first journey break was at Santoña Marshes, on the northern coast of Cantabria, just east 
of Santander. The marshes were a little quiet, although we enjoyed watching Black Kites, Spanish Yellow 
Wagtails and Little Egrets whilst examining the common flora behind the bird hide. 
 
We drove another hour to the west and stopped again, this time for lunch, at San Vicente de la Barquera. After a 
fine selection of tapas, a quick stroll around the town was in order. Sadly, it was cut short for most after the 
heavens opened and we had to rush back to the buses. The last leg of the journey was through the northern 
Picos de Europa to Arenas de Cabrales, our base for the next four nights. Shortly after checking in we headed up 
to the meadows behind the hotel to look for a few birds and plants before dinner. We soon found a few Serins, a 
Green Woodpecker of the Iberian race sharpei and 2 close Egyptian Vultures, which breed in the valley here. 
The trackside flora included our first orchid, found by Richard, a handsome spike of Bee Orchid and then 
Pyramidal Orchids in the meadows. Other flowers included Yellow-wort, Restharrow, Sainfoin, Lucerne and 
other vetches, Dropwort, Field Rose, Doves-foot and Bloody Cranesbill, Hedge Bedstraw, Upright Hedge 
Parsley, Pyrenean Germander, Greater Yellow Rattle, Knapweeds, Sticky Flax, Field Scabious and Crow Garlic. 
The traditional management of these meadows encourages this rich floral diversity. 
 
Dinner was at a local restaurant in Arenas, where we enjoyed a fine range of local cuisine, including Paella, and 
some rather chewy Goat! 
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Day 2  Sunday 12th June 

After our typical 8 am breakfast, we drove the short distance to the valley of the Rio Casañu. The start of today’s 
walk was from the meadows above La Molina. We walked for around 2 miles down into the La Molina gorge 
and along the river to our grassy lunch spot by the river.  
 
Our first stop was the meadows above La Molina which were a carpet of flowers, most noticeable of which were 
the mass of Greater Yellow Rattle, large groups of Serapias cordigera, Tongue and Fragrant Orchids and Large-
flowered Selfheal. The superb array of plant life in the top meadow was complemented by several species of 
butterfly including Meadow and Queen of Spain Fritillary, Large Grizzled Skipper, Adonis Blues and abundant 
Marbled Whites. Both Bullfinch and singing Tree Pipit were seen as well as several confused Chiffchaffs not 
seeming to know whether they belong to the newly split Common or Iberian species. 
 
As we continued along the road, the bankside vegetation contained examples of Fringed Pink, Bladder Campion, 
Nottingham Catchfly, Aquilegia villosa, Perforate St John’swort, Tutsan, Wild Carrot, St Dabeoc’s Heath and 
Pyrennean Eryngo. Lower down as we passed through the village and into the wooded river valley we found 
many ferns – Rusty-backed Fern, Maidenhair and Black Spleenwort, Hard, Hart’s Tongue, Maidenhair, Lady and 
Scaly Male Ferns and Bracken, as well as masses of the poisonious Swallow-wort, two spikes of Yellow Turk’s 
Cap Lily, the sub-endemic Digitalis parviflora, Campanulas, Radish-leaved Bittercress on the banks of the river, and 
hanging from the rocks, another sub-endemic Blue-leaved Petrocoptis. 
 
Our walk to the lunch spot at the edge of the river surprised the local Dippers and Grey Wagtails and both 
Griffon and Egyptian Vultures flew at close range down the gorge. At the lunch site, Bruce found a superb 
newly-emerged Marsh Fritillary, which sat very obligingly for some, while others concentrated on the copious 
picnic spread. 
 
The option of a further excursion to Vega de Sotres in the afternoon was taken up by all the party, who were 
clearly getting in to the swing of things.  We drove back via the hotel for a half hour rest stop. With a local 
weather forecast predicting sun for the central (Urrielles) massif we set off in high spirits.  The Vega is located in 
a high rugged valley and supports an interesting mountain meadow fauna and flora. As predicted we enjoyed our 
first real sunshine of the day on arrival, although the cloud continued to swirl around the mountain tops. As we 
wandered through the calcareous grasslands alongside a bubbling stream, we recorded several typical species of 
butterflies as well as some more unusual ones. Several splendid male Purple-edged Coppers were joined by a 
Viper’s bugloss loving Swallowtail, Olive and Rosy Grizzled Skipper, De Prunner’s Ringlet and a scarce 
Mountain Dappled White. Water Pipits cascaded down in song from the surrounding peaks and both Alpine and 
Red-billed Choughs were flying around the valley. The short turf at our feet contained many small vetches, 
Pyrennean Germander, Selfheal, Salad Burnet, White Clover, Spurges, Small Mallow, Common and Hoary 
Rockrose, Scrambling Gromwell, Vipers Bugloss, Bugle, Hoary Plantain, Clustered Bellflower, Pyrennean 
Thistle, Man Orchid and Large-flowered Butterwort on the edge of the stream. 

Day 3  Monday 13th June 

A rather cool and cloudy start to the day, which helped to prompt our decision to walk the Cares Gorge, or at 
least half of it! Our decision seemed justified on arrival with a cloud base at around 800m perfect for the altitude 
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of the gorge path and for keeping us cool on a long walk. A flock of around 20 Alpine Swifts in the car-park at 
Poncebos was an excellent start to the walk and further vindicated our decision. They can be difficult birds to see 
in the Picos but cloudy days drive insects and the swifts lower. We gathered our picnic and set off out of the car-
park, looking forward to one of the most spectacular walks in northern Spain. As we head up the first and 
hardest part of the walk, there was a lot of avian activity in the gorge, with distant singing male Blue Rock 
Thrush being joined by at least two others on territory and a pair which gave us excellent views. We were also 
lucky enough to watch a pair of Rock Buntings before the first well deserved rest at the peak of the climb. After 
some nuts and water, we all examined some of the orchids which were strewn amongst the rocky grass. Jenny 
found some Dark Red Helleborines and Woodcock Ophrys as well as what appeared to be a single spike of 
Wasp Orchid, an unusual Ophrys species and one which is not listed for the area. One for the splitters perhaps!  
 
The walk to the lunch spot was spectacular. We followed the level track which cuts into the gorge wall, along 
cuttings and cave entrances dripping water through the spectacular and highly porous karst limestone 
topography. As we did so we saw more birds, including numerous Black Redstarts and Crag Martins, singing 
Western Bonelli’s Warblers and a small party of Citril Finches, seen by some of the back markers. Insects were in 
fairly short supply due to the chill in the air but there were many Hummingbird Hawkmoths, Cleopatra and a 
newly-emerged Silver-washed Fritillary.  
 
The gorge has a Mediterranean type flora and we found many plants here that we might not see elsewhere on the 
trip such as Strawberry Tree, Turpentine Tree, Mediterranean Buckthorn, Holm Oak, the pungent Pitch Trefoil, 
Cone Knapweed, Blue Lettuce and Blue Aphyllanthes. Along the footpath are Wall Germander, Fairy Foxglove, 
Teesdaliopsis conferta, Western St John’s Wort, Burnet Saxifrage, Sqinancywort, Pyrenean Woodruff, Dodder, Cut-
leaved Selfheal, Chaenorhinum origanifolium, Daisy-leaved Toadflax and the endemic Linaria faucicola. 
 
The lunch-spot at Culiembro was a welcome sight for all and so were we for a friendly donkey, patiently waiting 
for the apple cores which eventually came its way. It seemed as though everyone was trying to get in on our 
picnic lunch, with Robins and Chaffinches munching happily on spare titbits of bread and chorizo. After settling 
down and enjoying our various salads, meats, cheeses and dessert, we were ready for the walk back. Although 
most of us had our heads down and were concentrating on the walk, we added a few notable species on the 
route back. Most unexpected was an Alpine Accentor, which are unusual at such low latitudes (the Cares Gorge 
walk is only around 350m high). Most frustrating was the calling Black Woodpecker which would not show 
itself. Most satisfying was the arrival at the café at the end of the walk, five minutes before the heavens opened 
and the streets became a river of water! 
 
The short drive back through the sheeting rain to the hotel was remarkable for the fact that the rain stopped the 
moment we arrived back at the hotel. Were we lucky or just guilty of immaculate planning? (we told ourselves in 
a smug, self-congratulatory way). The break in the weather and a burst of glorious sunshine brought most of us 
out for an evening stroll around the back of the hotel. Jenny and I flushed a Wryneck which one or two other 
people saw, a male Red-backed Shrike was on its usual territory and two male Cirl Buntings competed in song as 
a Short-toed Eagle gave us a fly-past. Marbled Whites were enjoying the sun too as were Brown Argus and 
Lulworth Skipper in the drying meadows. 
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Day 4  Tuesday 14th June 

Our final day in the north and it seemed like an excellent one to head for the lakes. We decided to wind our way 
up in time for lunch and made our first stop at a meadow half-way up the ascent from the Cabrales valley. It was 
an atmospheric morning with the sun just breaking through the mist swirling around the valley. In the meadows 
were several species of orchids glistening with early morning dew, including a single spike of Lesser Butterfly 
Orchid alongside many Serapias, Common Spotted, Fragrant and Robust Marsh Orchids and possibly Early 
Marsh Orchid.  
 
At our next short stop further up at the Mirador del Reina, we are soon scrambling among the rocks to find 
Sideritis, Hairless Mossy Saxifrage and Blue Saxifrage, as well as Common Wall and Iberian Rock Lizards. 
Further up the road to the lakes Jenny spotted a female Rock Thrush, which promptly disappeared as soon as we 
got out of the buses. 
 
Arriving at the edge of Lago Ercina at around midday we admired the scenery as we refreshed ourselves at the 
local café. Then it was on to lunch by one of the small pools adjacent to the main lake. It wasn’t long before we 
were discovered by some opportunistic Alpine choughs, trying to steal morsels from our lunch. We explored the 
lake margins, marvelling at the numbers of Common Blue and Azure Damselflies resting in the emergent 
vegetation. Every time the temperature rose marginally, dozens of Four-spot Chaser dragonflies would emerge 
and buzz around the lake. A pair of European Teal and some recently fledged Water Pipits seemed rather wary at 
our intrusion. 
 
After lunch, we set off for our traditional circular walk around the two lakes. Although we couldn’t find last 
year’s pair of Rock Thrushes, there was still plenty to see. At the edge of Lake Ercina there were a few flowering 
spikes of Bogbean among the huge rafts of seedheads, also Ragged Robin, Brooklime, Marsh Marigold and many 
sedges and rushes. At the base of the cliff towering over the lake, there were some splendid miniature rock 
gardens containing some vivid patches of the endemic Linaria faucicola. There was also great excitement at the 
presence of Coot and Mallard on the lake, this one of very few sites in the Picos for these birds. A circling 
Peregrine was virtually ignored as a consequence! 
 
There were very few butterflies out due to the marked chill in the air, although we did find a comatose Clouded 
Yellow in the grass and a couple of Small Heaths and Red Admirals. Among the rocks around the lakes we also 
found Globeflower, Horned Pansy, Large Flowered and Vernal Sandwort, Limestone Oak Fern, foliage of 
Wolfsbane and Hepatica, Rough Saxifrage, Wild Strawberry, and one spike of Trumpet Gentian, G. acaulis. 

Day 5  Wednesday 15th June 

The promised improvement in weather duly arrived and we headed off from Arenas looking forward to our next 
three days in the sun-kissed south of the Picos. We made several stops as we drove around the northern and 
eastern perimeter of the Picos. Our first was in the Hermida Gorge, a magnificent jagged gorge cut from the 
fast-flowing Rio Deva, one of around sixteen salmon rivers in northern Spain and its most southerly. The 
famous ‘salmon’ mirador celebrates this fact with its sculpture of a wild salmon. Sadly, not much was in view this 
morning and we were possibly a little too early for the raptors which can be so common in this area. Our next 
stop was more productive. Towards the southern edge of the gorge is a beautiful church at Santa Maria de 
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Lebena, where we parked to scan the adjacent hills for birds of prey. Around 20 Griffon Vultures were making 
their way slowly into the thermals and an adult pale morph Booted Eagle was circling with a tight bunch of 
Common Swifts.  
 
The highlight of this stop was the location of a Wryneck’s nest near to the Church. We happily watched as the 
parents regularly flew in with bills full of insects to feed the young. Interestingly, the parents would not enter the 
nest-hole if anyone was within a few metres and we retired to a safe distance to watch with telescopes. There was 
an abundance of butterflies around the area. We managed to find several superb Spotted Fritillaries, including 
one of the form orientalis, Knapweed Fritillary, Long-tailed Blue, and several Brimstone and Cleopatra, allowing 
comparison between the two species.  
 
Our next stop in this action-packed day was at the lovely village of Brez, nestled up on the high southern slopes 
of the eastern (Andarra) massif. We stopped in a meadow under the shade of Cork Oak, on the edge of a small 
wood of Common and Pyrenean Oak, for some lunch and watched several Honey Buzzards mewing overhead. 
There were plenty of butterflies around including some new species such as Spanish Purple Hairstreak, High 
Brown Fritillary (at least one) and Pearly Heath.  
 
After lunch we headed up into the meadows near the village via several friendly local dogs and bemused villagers. 
We walked through Brez where the old walls and roofs are encrusted with stonecrops including White and Biting 
Stonecrop Much to our surprise, the meadows had largely gone over and were rather poor for flora. However, 
we did find our first Lizard Orchids on the banks of the meadows alongside Deptford, Fringed and Proliferous 
Pinks, vetches such as Wild Liquorice, Winged Greenweed, Everlasting Pea and Pitch Trefoil, Large and White 
Thyme. We later learnt that despite the record cold spring with many species greatly retarded, there had been an 
explosion of growth in early June with many flora actually in advance of their normal flowering times. This had 
particularly affected the southern Picos and was not so evident in the north. Despite the lack of plants we did 
manage to find some nice butterflies, including more Spotted Fritillaries (of an unfamiliar pale form), Essex 
Skipper and False Ilex Hairstreak as well as Red-backed Shrikes, with several larders, Spotted Flycatcher and 
Common Redstart. 
 
We continued on to our hotel for the next three nights, in Espinama, where we checked in before heading off up 
the road for a final couple of hours of meadow strolling at Fuente De. The grazed meadow at the base of the 
cliffs at Fuente De can appear un-exciting but it often harbours several species of orchid and some unusual 
alpine plants, the seeds of which are carried from 800m higher up in a stream which spreads into the meadow in 
early spring. 
 
In the cattle cropped turf we saw Common Centaury, Burnt-tip, Fly and Dull Orchids, and in the scree runoff 
from the cliffs of Fuente De there was Alpine Astor, Alpine Calamint, Fairy Foxglove, Vernal Sandwort and 
Ciliate Rock Jasmine. In addition, we also managed to find several male Turquoise Blues in superb fresh fettle 
along with several probable Safflower Skippers and many Knapweed Fritillaries. Several of the party were also 
lucky enough to see a Quail which was flushed by Jenny and Graham. 
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Just to round things off, we stopped in at an excellent wet-flush on the roadside which was white with Cotton 
Grass and studded with Whorled Lousewort, Robust Marsh and Heath Spotted Orchids with more Burnt-tips at 
the edges. Our final stop before dinner was to admire eight handsome Lizard Orchids in full bloom. 

Day 6  Thursday 16th June 

Blazing sunshine and clear skies greeted us as we stepped outside before breakfast. This had to be a Fuente De! 
The previous week in the south had brought clear mornings with cloud coming in later on. This should be 
perfect for a day out on the tops followed by our long (1000m) descent back to Espinama. 
 
We caught the first cable car at 10 am which whisked us up rapidly to the cable-car station, located 800m higher, 
in just three minutes. We admired the spectacular view and had brief views of a singing Alpine Accentor as well 
as fly-by Snowfinch before heading off into the short turf and shattered rocks of the basin below the towering 
cliffs of Peña Vieja. We were quickly amongst a superb bloom of alpine plants, finding Pyrennean Trumpet and 
Spring Gentians, Amplexicaule and Alpine Buttercups, Sad Stock, Alpine and Pyrenean Flax, Spring Squill, Moss 
Campion and Alpine Milkwort. Among the rocks were Holly Fern and Green Spleenwort, Anenome trifolia, and 
Ranunculus parnassifolia ssp cabrenensis.  
 
Water Pipits were singing from every rock, despite the presence of several recently fledged juveniles. There were 
several Northern Wheatears of the race siberius, which are very black, white and grey, and extremely attractive. 
We made our way to a shallow pool, which contained an abundance of Alpine Newts as well as Common Toad 
and Midwife Toad tadpoles as well as some lovely flowering Globularia repens. 
 
Shortly after we ascended onto the main track again, we spotted a small black butterfly, which turned out to be 
the rare Lefebvre’s Ringlet. We eventually saw several more and got some nice views of them sitting on the 
rocks. They are typically a very high mountain species but in some years are found below 2000m. We also had 
excellent views of a pair of close Alpine Accentors, including a particularly bright male and spent a few minutes 
watching a Snow Vole dashing in and out of the rocks, much to our amusement. As we walked along the base of 
the scree slope to our lunch spot we had several views of Snowfinch, both in flight and on the rocks. As we set 
up lunch, we all scanned the adjacent cliffs for signs of Wallcreepers. Luckily I had found a nest site two weeks 
previously which helped matters! Nevertheless, after an hour and the rapid demolition of the picnic we still 
hadn’t seen Wallcreeper. Jenny and I were beginning to feel the pressure, when a Wallcreeper flew in to the cliff 
right by its nest-hole in the rock. Bingo! We then had great views of two birds creeping and flying around the 
rock face and even landing on the snow on the scree slope. Having seen everything one could wish to see on the 
high tops we began our 10 km descent to Espinama via an obliging singing Snow Finch. 
 
The first part of the walk down was filled with alpine flowers in great abundance, with great swathes of 
Rockroses, Gentians, and many more. We stopped briefly at the Refugio part-way down for refreshment before 
continuing down the four-wheel drive track. In the ungrazed, flower-rich meadows above Espinama we found 
several interesting species of butterflies, including a Moroccan Orange Tip as well as mating Turquoise Blues and 
Black-veined Whites, Dark Green, Provencal, Heath and Glanville Fritillaries. The fields were also full of Heath 
Spotted Orchids, Spreading and Peach-leaved Bellflowers, White Asphodel, Common and Greater Yellow Rattle, 
Greater Burnet Saxifrage, Small Cow-wheat and Horned Rampion.  At our last meadow stop on a steep slope we 
looked for Pink Butterfly Orchids and found three good spikes which were thoroughly photographed before the 
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rest of our walk back to Espinama. The best bit came with a well-deserved cold beer and ice-cream at the small 
bar in the village: the end to a spectacular day of wildlife-watching and walking. 

Day 7  Friday 17th June 

Our last day was to be another full one, beginning with a four mile walk along the river at Cosgaya. We set off in 
the cool of the morning with glorious cloud free skies above. The walk takes us along the narrow valley of the 
Rio Cubo, where the hillside on the north side is covered with Bracken, Tree Heath, Heather and Silvery Broom, 
whereas the south is covered in Pyrenean Oak, Beech and Chestnut. The valley is particularly good for butterflies 
of a large range of species, presumably due to the availability of minerals from the river and the wide range of 
larval host and food plants. Although there were perhaps fewer in number than last year, we still manage to 
connect with most of the main species. There were several species of Fritillary, with Dark Green and Pearl-
bordered particularly common this year but we did manage to see several more, including Small Pearl-bordered 
and Glanville. Pearly Heath and Large Skipper were both abundant, with lesser numbers of Sooty Copper, Dingy 
Skipper and single Grizzled Skipper and Peacock. Perhaps the butterfly highlight of the tour was the discovery of 
a single male Large Blue, a species which only has one or two colonies in the Picos and is rare anywhere in 
Europe. 
 
We stopped for lunch at the top of the riverside track while the local Ravens sat in the trees above and discussed 
their chances of stealing a few morsels. We also found a single immaculate spike of Bird’s Nest Orchid, a 
saprophytic species, in the shady area on the side of the track. As we began the gentle descent, we had lovely 
views of a male Firecrest singing in the trees below as well as Marsh Tits, two family parties of Nuthatch and a 
calling Middle-spotted Woodpecker, which would not reveal itself to us. In the shady streamsides and banks we 
found wonderful lush ferns including Scaly Male, Lady and Lemon-scented Fern. Flowers include Ragged Robin, 
Globeflower, Great Burnet, Foxglove, and Linaria triornithophora. The views on the way back were as beautiful as 
the wildlife, with a stunning open vista back over the snow-capped Picos de Europa. 
 
After finishing our walk in the early afternoon, with the heat really intensifying, we drove to Potes for a quick 
Sidre stop (a local cider which is very light and refreshing). After which we were on our way south again for the 
magnificent drive to Puerto de San Glorio, on the border of the provinces of Cantabria and Castille Y Leon and 
in the Cordillera Cantabrica range of mountains. We stopped first at the Mirador del Corzo with exceptional 
views over the Valle de Cereceda, where we could see the structure of the conglomerate rocks and shales of this 
region as well as a couple of endemic Chapman’s Ringlets, which are only found in Cantabria. We also heard 
singing Common Whitethroat and Melodious Warbler. Further up the valley at an altitude of nearly 1600m and 
towards the watershed at the pass of San Glorio, we stopped at a superb meadow, which was home to an 
abundance of flowers. Diane found some spikes of Great Yellow Gentian, only one or two in flower. Also Ros 
and June discovered some Field Gentian. There was also Plantain-leaved Thrift, Burnt-tip Orchid, Pignut and a 
few remaining Pyrenean Lent Lily (Narcissus nobilis) with its golden yellow trumpet and paler yellow outer petals. 
On the roadside was a low growing deep pink rose, possibly Alpine Rose (Rosa pendulina). There were also several 
more Chapman’s Ringlets feeding on a Buckler Mustard sp. and a couple of calling Quail. 
 
This was to be our final stop on the trip and we drove back to Espinama for our final dinner, checklist and a 
laptop slideshow of all the photographic highlights of the trip. The lucky Snow Vole picture was the clear winner 
on both the ‘aaah’ and ‘wow’ –ometers! 
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Day 8  Saturday 18th June 

A veil shall be drawn over the unsociable departure time on the final morning. However, it did give those in the 
lead bus the chance to see the largely nocturnal Pine Marten as one sat on the side of the road in the Hermida 
Gorge in the pale light of dawn. 
 
We arrived at the airport without incident and flew back to London, where we said our final goodbyes.  
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Bird list 

   June 

 Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
1 Little Egret Egretta garzetta 10        
2 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 5        
3 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos    √     
4 Teal Anas crecca    6     
5 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus √ √ √ √ √ √   
6 Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus 2 2 3 2 2    
7 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus   1    1  
8 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 1    1  1  
9 Black Kite Milvus migrans 5 1  1 1    
10 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo   √ √ √ 3 √  
11 Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus     10    
12 Goshawk Accipter gentilis    1     
13 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus  2 2 3     
14 Hobby Falco subbuteo     1    
15 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus    1 1    
16 Common Quail Coturnix coturnix   1H  1  2H  
17 Coot Fulica atra    √     
18 Curlew Numenius arquata 1        
19 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus √        
20 Herring Gull Larus argentatus 1        
21 Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans atlantis √ 2 1 √ √    
22 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus √        
23 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus graellsii √        
24 Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba livia √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
25 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
26 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto  √  √ √    
27 Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur   2      
28 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus   H    2H  
29 Tawny Owl Strix aluco   H      
30 European Swift Apus apus √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
31 Alpine Swift Apus melba   15      
32 Wryneck Jynx torquilla   1  2    
33 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius   1H      
34 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis sharpei 1 1 1  1    
35 Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius       1H  
36 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major   1    1H  
37 Skylark Alauda arvensis      1   
38 Sand Martin Riparia riparia    1     
39 Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
40 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
41 House Martin Delichon urbica √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
42 Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta  √  √ √ √   
43 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis  1 2 1 √  2  
44 White Wagtail Motacilla alba √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
45 Spanish (Yellow) Wagtail Motacilla flava iberiae 2+        
46 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea  4 2+  H √ 2  
47 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
48 Dipper Cinclus cinclus   1    1  
49 Dunnock Prunella modularis   1 √   √  
50 Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris   1   5   
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   June 

 Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
51 Robin Erithacus rubecula √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
52 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus   2 1 H    
53 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros  3 √ √ √ √ √  
54 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe  3  2   10+  
55 Stonechat Saxicola torquata 2  1 2 √    
56 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius   6+      
57 Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis    1     
58 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
59 Blackbird Turdus merula √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
60 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
61 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis       2  
62 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti     2H    
63 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta       2  
64 Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli   10 4 √ 2 2  
65 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita √ √ 2 2 1    
66 Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus   H  H  2  
67 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata     2    
68 Great Tit Parus major √ √ √ √ √ √ √  
69 Coal Tit Parus ater √ √  √   √  
70 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus √ √  √ √ √ √  
71 Marsh Tit Parus palustris       √  
72 Nuthatch Sitta europaea     H  √  
73 Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria      2   
74 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla     H    
75 Treecreeper Certhia familiaris   1  3  1  
76 Magpie Pica pica √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
77 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius √ √ √ √ √ √  √ 
78 Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax Pyrrhocorax  √ √ √ √ √ √  
79 Alpine Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus   √ √  √   
80 Carrion Crow Corvus corone  √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
81 Raven Corvus corax 1  1 2 2 1 4  
82 European Starling Sturnus vulgaris √        
83 House Sparrow Passer domesticus √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
84 Snowfinch Montifringilla nivalis      15+   
85 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs √ √ √ √ √ √ √  
86 Linnet Acanthis cannabina √ √ √ √ √  √  
87 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis √ √ √ √ √  √  
88 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris √ √   √  √  
89 Citril Finch Serinus citrinella    4+      
90 Serin Serinus serinus √ √ √ √ √ √ √  
91 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula  1  1H     
92 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus  2 2 2 4    
93 Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra √ √ √ √ √    
94 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia   10+  1  2  
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Butterfly list 
   June 
 Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon  3       
2 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius       1  
3 Large White Pieris brassicae     3 1   
4 Black-veined White Aporia crataegi  1   2 √ √  
5 Small White  Artogeia rapae √ √    1 √  
6 Green-veined White Artogeia napi  1       
7 Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines     1 1   
8 MorroccanOrange Tip Anthocharis belia  5 1 1  1   
9 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea  5 1 1 √ √   
10 Berger's Clouded Yellow Colias alfacariensis       2  
11 Mountain Dappled White Euchloe simplonia  1       
12 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni     5  2  
13 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra   1  √    
14 Wood White Leptidea sinapsis     2  1  
15 Spanish Purple Hairstreak Leaeosopis evippus     1    
16 False Ilex Hairstreak Satryrium esculi     1    
17 Sooty Copper Lycaena tityrus  1    1 3  
18 Purple-edged Copper Lycaena hippothoe  15       
19 Long-tailed Blue Leptotes boeticus     2    
20 Little Blue Cupido minimus  √    1 5  
21 Brown Argus Aricia agestis  1 1  2    
22 Turquoise Blue Plebicula dorylas     5 4 3  
23 Adonis Blue Lysandra bellargus  √   4  √  
24 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus  √ 2  √  √  
25 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta √ √ 1   1 √  
26 Small Tortoiseshell Aglias urticae √ √ √  √ √ √  
27 Peacock Butterfly Inachis io     1 1 1  
28 Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia   1      
29 Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja     ? 5 √  
30 High Brown Fritillary Argynnis adippe     1+    
31 Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia  1     2  
32 Pearl-bordered Fritillary Clossiana euphrosyne       √  
33 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Clossiana selene       5+  
34 Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia      1 1  
35 Knapweed Fritillary Melitaea phoebe  3   √ 1 √  
36 Spotted Fritillary Melitaea didyma     √    
37 Provencal Fritillary Mellicta deione      5+ √  
38 Heath Fritillary Mellicta athalia  1   1  1  
39 Meadow Fritillary Mellicta parthenoides  3   1    
40 Marsh Fritillary Euphydras aurinia  10+   1  5+  
41 Marbled White Melanargia galathea √ √ √ √ √  1  
42 de Prunner's Ringlet Erebia triaria  15    1   
43 Piedmont Ringlet Erebia meolans   1   3 √  
44 Chapman's Ringlet Erebia palarica       5+  
45 Lebefvre's Ringlet Erebria lefebvrei      5+   
46 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina √ √ √ √ √  √  
47 Small Heath Ceononympha pamphilus  1  5   2  
48 Pearly Heath Ceononympha arcania     5  √  
49 Speckled Wood Parare aegeria aegeria  2     √  
50 Large Wall Brown Lasiommata maera  1 1   1 √  
51 Wall Brown Lassiommata megera  1 1  1 3 2  
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52 Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae       1  
53 Large Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus alveus  1       
54 Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus  3    2 √  
55 Safflower Skipper Pyrgus carthami     ?    
56 Rosy Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus onopordi  2       
57 Olive Skipper Pyrgus serratuleae  1       
58 Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages       5  
59 Lulworth Skipper Thymelius acteon  1 1  1    
60 Essex Skipper Thymelicus linolea     1    
61 Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris   1      

 


