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Tour Leader:   Tony Clarke  - Naturetrek Leader & Naturalist 

 

Participants:   John Pickett   

    Phyll Pickett   

    Pamela Sutherland  

    Mike Bowers   

     Geoff Singleton   

    Judi Singleton   

Day 1 Saturday 13th November 

After arrival on Tenerife we transferred to the hotel Finca Salamanca where we dealt with the check in 

formalities and then took lunch. Plant species en route included Argyranthemum frutescens, Astydamia latifolia, Kleinia 

neriifolia, Plocama pendula, Euphorbia balsamifera and Euphorbia broussonetii.   

 

In the afternoon we began the trip in earnest and started our exploration of the islands with a visit to the Zona 

Recreativa de Las Lajas. This is the premier site on Tenerife for the endemic icon of the avifauna, the Blue 

Chaffinch and we were not to be disappointed. By the end of our time in the area we had been given some 

superb views of both the slate-blue males with their prominent broken white eye-ring and rather drab grey-

brown females. With both sexes sharing the large, stout, conical shaped bill, the poorly indicated wing-bars and 

the lack of white in the tail. Also in this area we saw the local race of Great Spotted Woodpecker with its dirty 

underparts, the recently split Canary Islands Chiffchaff with its very distinct vocalisations, the questionably split 

Tenerife Kinglet which looks very similar to a Goldcrest and the African Blue Tit with its distinctive, almost 

black cap.  

 

From here we continued upwards and entered the caldera and took in the scenic views as we crossed the Las 

Cañadas National Park and encountered some of the high altitude flora such as Spartocytisus supranubius, 

Chaemocytisus proliferus, Argyranthemum tenerifae, Echium wildpretii, Descurainia bourgaeana and Pterocephalus lasiospermus. 

We stopped at one of the restaurants on the far side of the caldera where we got some great views of a few 

Atlantic Canaries as they came down to food left out for them. From here we continued down the mountain 

through La Esperanza passed Los Rodeos and then from the outskirts of La Laguna back to our hotel in 

Güímar. 

Day 2 Sunday 14th November 

The first full day in the field and our first stop was the zona recreativa Llano de los Viejos in the laurel forests on 

the slopes of Monte Las Mercedes where despite the early barbeque users we still managed to see a few things. 

These included the local subspecies of Common Chaffinch as they fed among the picnic tables, with its slate-

blue upperparts and peachy underparts they looked much different to those in our gardens in the UK. The trees 

above us held the local race of Blackbird, a few Tenerife Kinglets, numerous Canary Island Chiffchaffs and the 

occasional African Blue Tits whilst the slightly more dense vegetation surrounding the car park gave us the rather 

secretive Canary Island Robin. This bird, recently split by some authorities, differs from its mainland counterpart 

in the redder colour of the breast and the conspicuous broken eye-ring.  
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However the highlight from this location was the Bolle’s Pigeons which we saw even though the presence of the 

other people using the picnic area is normally a big deterrent to this species. We saw them quite well and I guess 

we must consider ourselves lucky as not everyone sees them when there are other people in the area.  

 

Moving on from here we made the customary brief stop at Cruz del Carmen to use the facilities and have a quick 

look at the display in the visitors centre. Whilst here we had a brief look at some of the plants but as with other 

areas the vast majority were unfortunately not in flower but this is one area where we saw the Luzula canariensis 

plus other species such as Erica arborea, Andryala pinnatifida, Myrica faya and Laurus novocanariensis.  

 

Continuing on from here we made another brief stop at the Pico del Ingles before turning off the main ridge 

road to the north side of the peninsula in the direction of Las Carboneras and finally on to the tiny mountain 

settlement of Chinamada. Here we parked the minibus as the road ended at this point and so we walked the 

short distance to the Mirador de Aguaide with spectacular views over the north facing cliffs of Anaga down to 

the township of Punta de Hidalga. This area is very rich botanically with a lot of local endemics among them 

Limonium macrophyllum, Lotus dumetorum, Aeonium lindleyi, Monanthes anagensis, Plantago arborescens and Sideritis dendro-

chahorra were all seen easily but unfortunately there was hardly a flower among them. However the Habenaria 

tridactylites (Canary Twayblade) was perhaps at its best and was in virtually full flower, it might not be the prettiest 

orchid in the world but it is a Canary endemic and was in perfect condition at this time of the year. Another 

specialty of the area, the Echium simplex, hadn’t started to flower so the impressive white flower spike wasn’t 

visible and just the basal rosette of leaves could be seen, what a pity. Finally, back at the car park was an example 

of the Dragon Tree Dracaena draco the plant looked older than the nearby house and may well have been a wild 

specimen rather than a garden plant.  

 

After lunch we drove further along the Anaga ridge to El Bailadero where the views of both the north and south 

facing sides of Anaga could be seen from the lookouts before taking the road through the Valle de San Andres 

back to the coast to the east of Santa Cruz. From here we drove through the edge of the capital, Santa Cruz, 

before joining the motorway and taking the route back to our hotel on the outskirts of Güímar. 

Day 3 Monday 15th November 

We were on the move early this morning with our picnic breakfast as we needed to reach Los Cristianos harbour 

in plenty of time so that we could get our ferry tickets for the journey from Los Cristianos on Tenerife to San 

Sebastian on La Gomera. As always the ferry left on time at 08.45 and it started much the same as any other ferry 

crossings at this time of year with a few Cory’s Shearwaters loafing around not far off shore as we pulled out of 

the harbour. Then came the first surprise of the trip as a first-winter Kittiwake came cruising passed the boat, 

this species is regular in Canary Island waters during the winter months but is not seen very frequently because it 

tends to stay out at sea only rarely coming close to land. Another surprise was a winter plumaged Grey Phalarope 

and slightly more expected but just as elusive and seen by only a few members of the group was a Macaronesian 

Shearwater. Formerly considered by many as a subspecies of Little Shearwater and by a few as a subspecies of 

Audubon’s Shearwater, this bird has now been given formal specific status and is confined to the islands of 

Azores, Madeira and Canary Islands within Macaronesia.  
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Once on La Gomera we headed to the Parque de la Torre del Conde which is in the middle of San Sebastian and 

here we were able to get some great views of Hoopoe, Spanish Sparrow and Berthelot’s Pipit but the main 

attraction were the butterflies which included a few Monarchs, at least one African Migrant and the only two 

African Grass Blues for the tour. The weather here in San Sebastian was warm and sunny but as soon as we 

headed inland things began to get worse and the rain started to fall rather heavily. Still you can’t change the 

weather so we battled on against the elements regardless; this was our only chance to visit this island and so we 

were going to see as much as we could no matter what nature threw at us. Our main reason for visiting this 

island was to get some good looks at the two endemic pigeons but the weather was definitely against us. Despite 

this by the end of the day we had managed to see both species reasonably well although neither were in any way 

numerous with only a single Laurel Pigeon and just three Bolle’s Pigeons. However this was a good showing 

considering the inclement conditions and a lot better than we first expected. We saw some notable plants along 

the roadsides including Sonchus hierrensis, Echium acanthocarpum, Dicheranthus plocamoides, Aeonium decorum, Aeonium 

subplanum, Greenovia diplocycla, Euphorbia berthelotii, Sideritis gomerae, Salix canariensis and Gesnouinia arborea, to name 

but a few. Once we had given up on the forested areas for the day and returned to San Sebastian there was a 

miraculous change in the weather and we were bathed in warm sunshine again, what a contrast to the interior of 

the island within the Garajonay National Park.  

 

All too soon it was time to leave the tranquillity of La Gomera behind. We had the return ferry crossing to look 

forward too and yes it did hold a couple of surprises before we got back to Tenerife. The first of which was a 

Great Shearwater which unfortunately was only seen by a few members of the group but then came the real star 

of the day in the form of a Fea’s Petrel. This species has a very aerobatic flight but was only in view for a very 

short period before disappearing into the surrounding Atlantic Ocean from whence it came. During the course 

of the day the mammalian highlights included the expected Short-finned Pilot Whale and a small pod of about 

ten Atlantic Spotted Dolphins. All in all, a good day… 

Day 4 Tuesday 16th November 

Our first port of call for the day was the large man-made reservoir in the north-east of the island, the Embalse de 

Valle Molina. Here we were greeted by a couple of Little Egrets, four Grey Herons and a Common Sandpiper 

but swimming around in the algae covered water nearest to our observation point there were two rather non-

descript looking duck. Close inspection with the telescope revealed them to be two Wigeon but both birds were 

very grey-brown headed with contrasting rufous-brown breast which is a feature of American Wigeon. The birds 

did not fly or preen enough to give us a clear view of the axillaries but the impression given from the odd 

glimpse we got was that they were white, a characteristic feature of American Wigeon. We left the reservoir a 

little frustrated that we had been unable to clinch the identification of these birds. Later it was discovered that 

soon after our tour finished the birds moved to a reservoir at Armeñimes in the south of Tenerife where they 

were positively identified as American Wigeon which confirmed our suspicions when we saw them.  

 

So moving on from the reservoir we drove along the north coast to the Mirador Lagrimonas where we waited 

patiently for a pigeon to appear. It didn’t take long before we got some great looks at a perched Laurel Pigeon 

with its broad pale band on the end of the tail and its white tipped bill, we saw two other Laurel Pigeons at this 

location and a brief view of a couple of Bolle’s Pigeons which are more unusual here as they normally prefer 

areas with more dense vegetation.  
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Just a little further west we came to the Barranco de Ruiz which is a spectacular valley with a picnic area by the 

side of the main road. We stopped here briefly to look at the Aeonium tabulaeforme growing on the rock face 

adjacent to the barbeques and Echium giganteum growing at the bottom of the gorge, but with only old, dead 

flower heads visible. A Barbary Falcon conveniently chose to frequent the skies above us for a short period 

before moving on and soon after we continued on our way as well. A brief look at the irrigation tanks at Los 

Silos produced the only record of Eurasian Coot for the tour and a Grey Wagtail.  

 

Continuing along the north coast we arrived at the most westerly point of the island at Punta de Teno. Here the 

scenery was spectacular with the sea cliffs hundreds of metres high and set against this wonderful backdrop we 

saw a Barbary Falcon and then in the abandoned fields area near the lighthouse we found a mixed group of 

seedeaters including Atlantic Canary and twenty-one Rock Sparrows at one of their last breeding areas on the 

island in the Teno Massif.  

 

But scenery and birds are not the only reasons for coming to this far flung part of Tenerife as it is also probably 

one of the most botanically diverse regions of the island. In this area we found a lot of species that we didn’t see 

anywhere else and some of them were even still with an occasional flower. The species seen included Ceropegia 

dichotoma, Argyranthemum coronopifolium, Sonchus radicatus, Vieraea laevigata, Polycarpaea carnosa, Euphorbia aphylla, 

Euphorbia atropurpurea, the very cactus-like Euphorbia canariensis, Lavandula buchii, Sideritis cretica and Limonium 

fruticans. This basically concluded the wildlife for today because when we moved on from Teno we decided to 

return to our hotel via the south of the island which took us through the breath taking scenery of the Masca 

valley. The road was a bit hair raising with lots of lovely hairpin bends but it was worth the effort and a nice way 

to finish the day before the comparatively mundane drive back to the hotel on the motorway. 

Day 5 Wednesday 17th November 

We were on the move today so we checked out of the Finca Salamanca and drove to the northern airport of Los 

Rodeos where we caught an internal flight to our next base for three nights on the island of Fuerteventura. Our 

first areas of exploration on this island were the coastal and inland sections of the Barranco de la Torre just a few 

kilometres south of the airport. The coastal section was quite good this year with five Barbary Partridges and a 

pair of the endemic Fuerteventura Stonechats giving us some good views and a great start to this section of the 

tour. Then in the inland section another pair of Fuerteventura Stonechats, a pair of Ruddy Shelducks, a Southern 

Grey Shrike, a few Spectacled Warblers and a couple of Black Redstarts, the latter being a scarce winter visitor to 

the islands.  

 

We then drove down to the south of the island and checked in to the Hotel Sol Gorriones where we took lunch 

and had a couple of hours free before going on our first quest for the desert specialties. The area we visited this 

afternoon seemed very quiet with just a single Hoopoe, a few Berthelot’s Pipits, a Southern Grey Shrike but then 

after a bit of searching we finally located our main target for the afternoon, the majestic Houbara Bustard. Both 

birds gave us some great views but they are still very wary of vehicles and didn’t let us get too close before slowly 

wandering away from us and merging back into their desert surroundings. Also in this general area we were able 

to see the rare Convovulus caput-medusae at its only easily accessible location on the island. Tomorrow we will 

continue our search for some of the species that we were unable to find today. 
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Day 6 Thursday 18th November 

Today we started with a pre-breakfast excursion onto the desert plain behind Costa Calma and just a ten minute 

drive from our hotel. This morning there seemed to be a little more activity than there was in the same area 

yesterday afternoon. We soon located a couple of small flocks of Lesser Short-toed Larks but getting good views 

of these birds proved to be a little more problematical as they were very flighty and almost continually on the 

move. Next was a group of six Cream-coloured Coursers running around the desert, these birds are always nice 

to see as they go about their daily business and usually get a good reaction from the group with plenty of oohhs 

and ahhhs included. Once seen they are relatively easy to follow but the predominantly sandy-brown plumage 

seems to work very well as camouflage because they can be very hard to locate at times. The last of the 

specialties seen this morning was Houbara Bustard and by the end of our time on the desert plain we had located 

four birds. As is customary on this tour we had yet more good views of this globally threatened species. The 

Canary Islands is one of the last strongholds of this species because in other parts of its range across North 

Africa it has been hunted to virtual extinction by Arab falconers.  

 

So after breakfast we headed south to Morro Jable where we saw five Cattle Egrets on the grass by the Dunas 

Canaris and in the palm trees at the same location were ten or more Monk Parakeets. Moving on to the Jandia 

Peninsula we made a stop along one of the south facing valleys and here we soon located the rare endemic 

Euphorbia handiense, this really does look like a cactus with its succulent stems covered in many thin, sharp spines. 

Retracing our tracks the next port of call was back near the hotel at the beach area known as Risco del Paso. 

There were no major surprises here but we did see four Eurasian Spoonbills as well as the usual things including 

Little Egret, Grey Heron, about thirty Kentish Plover, a solitary Sanderling and five Sandwich Terns.  

 

Continuing on passed the hotel our next stop was at La Lajita where the dense alien vegetation including 

bougainvilleas and a large number of casuarinas is often an attraction to various species including the recent 

colonizer - Laughing Dove. It didn’t take us much time before we located about eight of these birds along the 

track used by the camels for transporting the tourists up to a hilltop lookout. Continuing northwards we found 

ourselves in the vicinity of Los Alares looking, without success, for the local endemic race of Egyptian Vulture 

but we did find a Barbary Falcon sitting on a telegraph pole whilst a rather strong rain shower passed us by. We 

then tried again for the vultures along the Barranco de la Torre and this time we were successful, seeing two 

adults of the recently described endemic race which is larger than the other races and non migratory. 

Day 7 Friday 19th November 

Our last full day in the field began, as yesterday, with an excursion on to the desert plain behind Costa Calma. 

The species list was much the same but the memorable thing about this morning was the number of Houbara 

Bustards we were able to locate, the highest number seen on a Naturetrek tour, eight different birds. Everywhere 

we looked there were Houbaras, we even saw one from the main Costa Calma to La Pared road which was an 

area where I had never seen this species previously.  

 

After breakfast we headed inland to the oasis of Pajara which is probably the most picturesque settlement on the 

island. Here we began our search for the local race of African Blue Tit but unfortunately we couldn’t find any. 

We did find the only Lang’s Short-tailed Blue for the tour and a couple of showy Sardinian Warblers but after 

making use of the excellent public facilities provided here it was time to wend our way towards Betancuria.  
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Our next stop was at the Mirador de las Peñitas where the cute little Barbary Ground Squirrels came running to 

greet our arrival and see if we had any food for them. These little critters would eat you out of house and home 

and are brave enough to take food from your hand, despite their tame and gentle nature and their overall 

cuteness these animals are now classified as an introduced pest a bit like our Grey Squirrels.  

 

Continuing on to the next valley at Vega de Rio Palmas where we walked along the valley a short distance in 

search of the local African Blue Tit as well as Dragonflies near the running water along the bottom of the 

barranco. We were successful in our quest for the Blue Tit which is quite distinctive and differs from the 

Tenerife form in having a double white wing-bar and less extensive yellow on the underparts. Also along the 

barranco near to the small amount of natural running water we were able to watch Blue Emperor, Broad Scarlet 

and Sahara Bluetail as they went about their business. The final noteworthy species in this area was the Greenish 

Black-Tip which came as a little surprise because they are not commonly flying at this time of year.  

 

Moving on the next port of call was the Salinas del Carmen where we had a lovely lunch at the Restaurante Los 

Caracolitos and we saw a few birds as well. These included Grey Heron, Little Egret, Ringed Plover, Ruddy 

Turnstone, Whimbrel and Sandwich Tern. The first stop for the afternoon was at the Valle de Los Molinos 

reservoir but the water level was fairly low and there was little habitat for the usual selection of waterbirds. The 

highlight was undoubtedly the eighty or so Ruddy Shelducks that were sitting around on the banks but we also 

added Common Greenshank to the trip list. An Egyptian Vulture was a nice sight as it soared overhead and a 

Fuerteventura Stonechat near to the dam wall gave some good views to a fortunate few before moving on. A 

small flock of Trumpeter Finches along the access road were an added bonus as we had only seen a few 

yesterday. Whilst in this part of the island we tried the Tindaya Plain for the one major gap in our trip list, the 

Black-bellied Sandgrouse, but we failed here as well as all the other areas we had looked. But it was worth a visit 

because we found a major Canary Island rarity in the village, a fine Mistle Thrush which we were able to watch at 

close range for a few minutes before it flew to a garden that we were unable to see in to. 

Day 8 Saturday 20th November 

Apart from the customary early morning excursion into the desert we did very little today as it was a travelling 

day and unfortunately we had to leave these remarkable islands behind and head back to a wintery UK. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Accounts 

Birds (69 species) 

ANATIDAE  

Ruddy Shelduck  Tadorna ferruginea 

Only seen on Fuerteventura where two were recorded from the Barranco de la Torre on the 17th and then about 

eighty at Embalse de los Molinos two days later. 

American Wigeon  Anas americana 

Two birds seen at Embalse de Valle Molina, Tenerife on the 16th later moved to Armeñimes in the south of the 

island where they were positively identified and remained until the following year. 

 

PHASIANIDAE 

Barbary Partridge  Alectoris barbara 

We saw five of this species at the back of the fields in the Barranco de la Torre on the 17th. 

 

PROCELLARIDAE 

Fea’s Petrel  Pterodroma feae 

The major surprise of the ferry crossing and probably the rarest bird on the trip was seen on the way back to Los 

Cristianos and was picked out initially by its characteristic towering flight. As with the other unusual species seen 

from the ferry it didn’t wait around long enough to be seen by more than just a couple of people. 

Cory’s Shearwater  Calonectris diomedea 

As always this was the common species on the ferry crossing. It is always a joy to watch these birds flying so 

gracefully over the ocean with the smallest amount of effort.  

Great Shearwater  Puffinus gravis 

The first surprise of the ferry crossing when a single bird cruised past but wasn’t in view long enough for 

everyone to see. This species is annual in Canary Island waters but only the occasional birds are seen some years. 

Macaronesian Shearwater  Puffinus baroli 

Two single birds were seen very briefly on the ferry crossing and because of their small size and habit of flying 

low to the water they were not seen by everyone. 

 

ARDEIDAE 

Cattle Egret  Bulbulcus ibis 

Five birds were seen well on the grass by the Dunas Jandia Resort, Fuerteventura on the 18th. 

Little Egret  Egretta garzetta 

This year recorded on all three main islands visited but the maximum count was five at Risco del Paso, 

Fuerteventura on the 18th. 

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 

Four on Tenerife and then another four on Fuerteventura were the only records for this tour.  

 

THRESKIORNITHIDAE 

Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aetheopicus 

Two birds of unknown origin but highly likely to be escapes from captivity were seen at Los Cristianos on the 

15th. 
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Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia 

Four on the beach between Risco del Paso and the Hotel Gorriones on Fuerteventura on the 18th were the only 

ones recorded on this tour.  

 

ACCIPITRIDAE 

Egyptian Vulture  Neophron percnopterus majorensis 

Two were seen on the 18th and then the following day we saw three, two in the centre of the island near Vega de 

Rio Palmas and the other along the Barranco de Los Molinos. This subspecies has only been described recently 

and is confined to the eastern Canary Islands. 

Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo insularum 

Unusually on this tour there were only a few records from Tenerife and Fuerteventura. The subspecies insularum 

is confined to the Canary Islands. 

 

FALCONIDAE 

Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus canariensis and dacotiae 

F. t. canariensis was a common and widespread species on Tenerife and La Gomera. 

F. t. dacotiae was not so numerous and only seen on Fuerteventura but it was recorded daily. 

Barbary Falcon  Falco peregrinoides 

Two were seen at Punta de Teno on the 16th and then later in the week we saw another bird on the 18th on 

Fuerteventura at Los Alares. 

 

RALLIDAE 

Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra 

About thirty-five birds were at the Embalse de Valle Molina and Los Silos on Tenerife on the 16th. 

 

OTIDIDAE 

Houbara Bustard  Chlamydotis undulata fuertaventurae 

Excellent views of this species on all three full days on Fuerteventura and as with the previous group we saw 

birds in flight as well as a displaying male. The maximum count of eight on the 19th was a record for any 

Naturetrek tour of the islands. 

 

GLAREOLIDAE 

Cream-coloured Courser  Cursorius cursor 

This species was seen on two dates on the Costa Calma plain in the south of Fuerteventura with six on the 18th 

and then seven the following day. 

 

CHARADRIIDAE 

Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula 

Two birds were seen on Fuerteventura at Risco del Paso on the 18th and then one at Salinas del Carmen on the 

19th. 

Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus 

Only seen on Fuerteventura where more than thirty birds were seen on the beach at Risco del Paso on the 18th. 
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SCOLOPACIDAE 

Sanderling  Calidris alba 

The only record was a single bird seen at Risco del Paso on the 18th. 

Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus 

A group of thirteen birds flew over the Costa Calma plain early morning of the 19th. 

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 

Rather scarce this tour with just one record from the Embalse de Valle Molina, Tenerife on the 16th. 

Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus 

One was seen on Fuerteventura, a winter plumaged bird on the 18th. 

Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 

Only recorded at Embalse de Los Molinos, Fuerteventura where one was seen on the 19th.  

Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres 

The only record this tour was a group of four at Salinas del Carmen on Fuerteventura on the 19th. 

Grey Phalarope  Phalaropus fulicarius 

One was seen briefly by a fortunate few from the La Gomera ferry on the 15th. 

 

LARIDAE 

Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla 

This is an unusual species in Canary Island waters and we saw one from the La Gomera ferry on the 15th. 

Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

Four were seen around Los Cristianos harbour on the 15th and then three were seen on Fuerteventura on the 

17th. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus 

We saw eight at Las Terisitas on the 14th and then one the following day at Los Cristianos. Then on 

Fuerteventura birds were seen on the beach at Risco del Paso on the 18th and the following day at Salinas de 

Carmen. 

Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis atlantis 

A common and widespread species, which was seen on all the islands visited. 

Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis 

Two were seen in the harbour at Los Cristianos on the 15th and then daily in small numbers on Fuerteventura.  

 

COLUMBIDAE 

Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 

Feral Pigeon was recorded on all days of the tour but some genuine looking Rock Doves were seen in the 

mountainous regions of Tenerife, particularly at Punta de Teno. 

Bolle´s Pigeon  Columba bollii 

The best views were those seen around the barbeque area on Monte Las Mercedes, Tenerife but we also saw 

three birds in the Parque Nacional de Garajonay on La Gomera and then two at Mirador Lagrimona on the third 

date. This species is endemic to the western Canary Islands. 

Laurel Pigeon  Columba junoniae 

A single bird was seen in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera on the 15th and then the following day we 

had some great views of this species on Tenerife at Mirador de Lagrimona. As with the previous species this is a 

western Canary Islands endemic. 
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Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto 

Seen on most days and on all islands visited, not so many years ago this was a rare bird in the islands. 

Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis 

Eight birds were seen at La Lajita on the 18th which is quite a large concentration for this species. 

 

PSITTACIDAE 

Monk Parakeet  Myiopsitta monachus 

About a dozen birds were seen around the hotels on the outskirts of Morro Jable, Fuerteventura. 

 

UPUPIDAE 

Hoopoe  Upupa epops 

The first was seen in the Parque Torre del Conde in San Sebastian de la Gomera and then a few were seen on 

Fuerteventura.   

 

PICIDAE 

Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major canariensis 

This tour we saw four at the Las Lajas picnic area on Tenerife which is an average showing for this endemic 

subspecies which is dirtier on the underparts than the form in the UK. 

 

ALAUDIDAE 

Lesser Short-toed Lark  Calandrella rufescens polatzeki 

This is a fairly common and widespread bird on Fuerteventura and we got some good views of a few birds on 

the desert plain behind Costa Calma. 

 

MOTACILLIDAE 

Berthelot’s Pipit  Anthus berthelotii berthelotii 

This species was recorded on nearly all dates of the tour. This, the nominate 

subspecies, is found on the Ilheus Selvagens as well as on the Canary Islands. The  

species is endemic to the Macaronesian Islands as it is also found on Madeira. 

Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea canariensis 

This endemic subspecies was recorded only from Tenerife with a maximum of only one on any one day.   

 

TURDIDAE 

Canary Island Robin  Erithacus superbus 

Three or more were seen around Monte Las Mercedes and the Anaga Peninsula on the 14th and then we heard it 

again two days later. This recent split is endemic to Tenerfie and Gran Canaria. 

European Robin  Erithacus rubecula 

One or more birds was seen on La Gomera on the 15th and then one was heard on Fuerteventura on the 19th. 

Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros  

One was seen on Tenerife on the 14th followed by another two or more on Fuerteventura on the 17th. 

Fuerteventura Stonechat  Saxicola dacotiae 

This species is confined to the island of Fuerteventura where we recorded it daily but it was most numerous 

along the Barranco de la Torre on the 17th where we saw birds in the inland sections of the barranco.  



The Canary Islands Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     January 12 11 
 

 

Common Blackbird  Turdus merula cabrerae 

This endemic subspecies was a common feature of the avifauna on both Tenerife and La Gomera. 

Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus 

This species is an accidental winter visitor to the islands and hence was a big surprise on the tour. We saw one in 

Tindaya on Fuerteventura on the 19th in one of the gardens in the centre of the village. 

 

SYLVIIDAE 

Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita 

This species was recorded on a couple of dates on Fuerteventura with a maximum of two or more on the 19th. 

Canary Islands Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus canariensis 

This recently recognised endemic species is probably one of the commonest birds on both Tenerife and La 

Gomera. 

Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla heineken 

This form which is also found in mainland Spain and in North Africa is a fairly  

common resident on Tenerife and La Gomera but we only heard it on these islands. We also recorded this 

species on Fuerteventura with more than ten seen on the 19th but the subspecies here is unknown. 

Spectacled Warbler  Sylvia conspicillata orbitalis 

We heard this species at Punta de Teno on Tenerife but we only saw the species on Fuerteventura with a 

maximum of more than five on the 17th with our best views coming from along the Barranco de la Torre. 

Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala leucogastra 

This species was seen at Chinamada on Tenerife on the 14th where it is quite common and then four at Vega de 

Rio Palmas on Fuerteventura on the19th.This subspecies is confined to the Canary Islands but the taxonomy of 

this bird within the islands is uncertain. 

Tenerife Kinglet  Regulus teneriffae 

We recorded this species on three consecutive dates with four on the 13th and about ten on the 15th but on the 

16th it was only heard on La Gomera.  

 

PARIDAE 

African Blue Tit  Cyanistes ultramarinus degener 

This recent split is a rare and localised bird on Fuerteventura which we only located near Vega de Rio Palmas on 

the 19th. 

Canary Islands Blue Tit  Cyanistes teneriffae teneriffae 

This was a fairly common bird on both Tenerife and La Gomera, another recent split from the north European 

species. 

 

LANIIDAE 

Southern Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis koenigi 

Only recorded on Fuerteventura where it was seen daily and is a fairly common and widespread species. 

 

CORVIDAE 

Common Raven  Corvus corax tingitanus 

On this tour we recorded this species on all the main islands visited but it is only common and widespread on 

Fuerteventura where it was seen daily.  
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STURNIDAE 

Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris 

The only one recorded on the trip was a bird seen on a wire in Morro Jable, Fuerteventura on the 18th. 

 

PASSERIDAE 

Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis 

A couple were seen in the Parque Torre del Conde in San Sebastian and then we saw it daily on Fuerteventura. It 

is very common around the hotel on Fuerteventura which is no surprise as its name is taken from the Spanish 

for sparrow which is Gorrion. 

Rock Sparrow  Petronia petronia 

Twenty-one were seen at Punta de Teno on the 16th in the abandoned fields area and this was the only record for 

the tour this time. 

 

FRINGILLIDAE 

Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs tintillon 

This subspecies which is found on the central Canary Islands was seen well by everybody in the picnic area at 

Monte Las Mercedes and in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera, particularly near the bar at La Laguna 

Grande. 

Blue Chaffinch  Fringilla teydea teydea 

This year we only saw this species on our first day at the Las Lajas recreation area. As usual the birds performed 

well and gave ample opportunity for those with cameras. 

Common Linnet  Acanthis cannabina harterti  

This year we only saw this species on Fuerteventura where we saw two on the 18th. 

European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris 

At least one bird was seen at the bar with the bird feeding area in Las Cañadas on our first day. 

Atlantic Canary  Serinus canaria 

This species was common and widespread on both Tenerife and La Gomera. This species is endemic to the 

Macaronesian Islands of Azores, Madeira and Canary Islands. 

Trumpeter Finch  Bucanetes githagineus amantum 

Only recorded from Fuerteventura where we had five at the Barranco de La Torre on the afternoon of the 18th 

and then a flock of about thirty the following day along the access road to Embalse de Los Molinos. 

Mammals (4 species) 

Atlantic Spotted Dolphin  Stenella frontalis 

A pod of about ten were seen from the Gomera ferry on the 15th. 

Short-finned Pilot Whale  Globicephala macrorhynchus 

Seven or more were seen on the same crossing as the previous species. 

Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus 

One was seen on Tenerife on the 16th but it was seen daily on Fuerteventura in small numbers. 

Barbary Ground Squirrel  Atlantoxerus getulus 

This species was recorded only on Fuerteventura where it was seen daily in small numbers.  
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Reptiles (2 species) 

Tenerife Lizard  Gallotia galloti 

A common feature on Tenerife and seen at many different locations.  

Canary Island Gecko  Tarentola delalandii 

This species was seen almost nightly on the walls of the Hotel Finca Salamanca on Tenerife.  

Butterflies (14 Species) 

Canary Islands Large White  Pieris cheiranthi 

This endemic was seen well along the north coast of Tenerife on the 16th. 

Small White  Artogeia rapae 

We recorded this species every date on Tenerife and La Gomera.  

African Migrant  Catopsilia florella 

One was seen on La Gomera in the Parque Torre del Conde on the 15th and the following day we saw two on 

Tenerife. 

Greenish Black-Tip  Euchloe charlonia 

We saw five of these small butterflies on Fuerteventura on the 19th. 

Cleopatra  Gonepteryx Cleopatra 

We only saw two during the tour, one at Monte Las Mercedes on the 14th and one at Mirador Lagrimona on the 

16th. 

Monarch  Danaus plexippus 

This species was seen on all three islands visited with a maximum of six on La Gomera on the 15th. 

Plain Tiger  Danaus chrysippus 

One was seen at Chinamada on the 14th.  

Macaronesian Red Admiral  Vanessa vulcania 

One of these recently described Macaronesian endemics was seen on Tenerife on the 14th. 

Painted Lady  Vanessa cardui 

Only recorded from Fuerteventura where it was seen only on the 18th. 

Canary Speckled Wood  Pararge xiphioides 

We saw four of this endemic species on Tenerife on the 14th. 

Long-tailed Blue  Lampides boeticus 

Two of these were seen on Tenerife on the 14th. 

Lang’s Short-tailed Blue  Leptotes pirithous 

One was seen in Pajara on Fuerteventura on the 19th. 

Canary Blue  Cyclyrius webbianus 

One was seen on Tenerife on the 14th. 

African Grass Blue  Zizeeria knysna 

The smallest butterfly of the tour and only recorded from La Gomera where two were seen in the town park, 

Parque de la Torre del Conde, in San Sebastian. 

Dragonflies (3 species) 

Broad Scarlet  Crocothemis erythraea 

This species was only recorded along the Barranco de Las Peñitas at Vega de Rio Palmas on Fuerteventura on 

the 18th. 
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Emperor  Anax imperator 

This was probably the most widespread of the dragonfly species with records from all the main islands visited. 

Sahara Bluetail  Ischnura saharensis 

This diminutive dragonfly was another species seen only along the Barranco de Las Peñitas on Fuerteventura on 

the 18th. 

Plants  (117 species) 

PTERIDOPHYTES 

Aspleniaceae 

Asplenium hemionitis –  Monte Las Mercedes, Tenerife 

 

Blechnaceae 

Woodwardia radicans – Anaga Peninsula, Tenerife 

 

Davalliaceae 

Davallia canariensis – Monte Las Mercedes, Tenerife 

 

Polypodiaceae 

Polypodium macaronesicum – Monte Las Mercedes, Tenerife 

 

PINOPSIDA 

Pinaceae 

Pinus canariensis – en route to Vilaflor, Tenerife 

 

MAGNOLIOPSIDA 

 

Apiaceae 

Astydamia latifolia – Airport to Güímar, Tenerife 

 

Aquifoliaceae 

Ilex canariensis – Monte Las Mercedes, Tenerife 

 

Araliaceae 

Hedera canariensis – Garajonay National Park, La Gomera 

 

Asclepiadaceae 

Ceropegia dichotoma – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

Periploca laevigata – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

 

Asteraceae 

Allagopappus dichotomus – Chinamada, Tenerife 

Andryala pinnatifida – Monte Las Mercedes, Tenerife 

Argyranthemum broussonetii – Garajonay Nationay Park, La Gomera 

Argyranthemum coronopifolium – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 
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Argyranthemum frutescens – Airport to Güímar, Tenerife 

Argyranthemum tenerifae – Mount Teide, Tenerife 

Artemisia thuscula – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

Asteriscus sericeus – road between Pajara and Vega de Rio Palmas, Fuerteventura 

Carlina salicifolia – Chinamada, Tenerife 

Cheirolophus burchardii – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

Cheirolophus teydis – Mount Teide, Tenerife 

Kleinia nerifolia – common along roadsides, Tenerife 

Pericallis steetzii – Garajonay National Park, La Gomera 

Schizogyne sericea – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

Sonchus acaulis – Chinamada, Tenerife 

Sonchus canariensis – nr.Vilaflor, Tenerife 

Sonchus congestus – Anaga Peninsula, Tenerife 

Sonchus hierrensis – Garajonay National Park, La Gomera 

Sonchus radicatus – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

Vieraea laevigata – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

 

Boraginaceae 

Echium acanthocarpum – Garajonay National Park, La Gomera 

Echium aculeatum – Barranco de la Villa, La Gomera 

Echium simples – Chinamada, Tenerife 

Echium strictum – Chinamada, Tenerife 

Echium virescens – above Güímar, Tenerife 

Echium wildpretii – Mount Teide, Tenerife 

 

Brassicaceae 

Descurainia bourgeauana – Mount Teide, Tenerife 

Descurainia millefolia – Chinamada, Tenerife 

Erysimum scoparium – Mount Teide, Tenerife 

 

Campanulaceae 

Canarina canariensis – Monte del Agua, Tenerife 

 

Caprifoliaceae 

Viburnum rigidum – Monte Las Mercedes, Tenerife 

 

Caryophyllaceae 

Dicheranthus plocamoides – Barranco de la Villa, La Gomera 

Polycarpaea carnosa – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

Polycarpaea nivea – Costa Calma plain, Fuerteventura 

 

Chenopodiaceae 

Atriplex glauca – Costa Calma plain, Fuerteventura 

Chenoleoides tomentosa - Costa Calma plain, Fuerteventura 
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Patellifolia patellaris - Costa Calma plain, Fuerteventura 

Salsola divaricata - Costa Calma plain, Fuerteventura 

Salsola vermiculata - Costa Calma plain, Fuerteventura 

Traganum moquinii - Costa Calma plain, Fuerteventura 

 

Cistaceae 

Cistus monspeliensis – Chinamada, Tenerife 

 

Clusiaceae 

Hypericum canariensis – Monte Las Mercedes, Tenerife 

Hypericum reflexum – Chinamada, Tenerife 

 

Convolvulaceae 

Convolvulus caput-medusae – nr Costa Calma, Fuerteventura 

 

Crassulaceae 

Aeonium canariense – Chinamada, Tenerife 

Aeonium holochrysum – above Güímar, Tenerife 

Aeonium haworthii – Monte del Agua, Tenerife 

Aeonium lindleyi – Chinamada, Tenerife 

Aeonium sedifolium – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

Aeonium subplanum – Barranco de la Villa, La Gomera 

Aeonium tabulaeforme – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

Aeonium urbicum – seen along the northern side of Tenerife  

Aichryson laxum – Monte Las Mercedes, Tenerife 

Greenovia diplocycla – Garajonay National Park, La Gomera 

Monanthes anagensis – Chinamada, Tenerife 

Monanthes laxiflora – Anaga Peninsula, Tenerife 

 

Cucurbitaceae 

Bryonia verrucosa – Chinamada, Tenerife 

 

Dipsacaceae 

Pterocephalus lasiospermus – Mount Teide, Tenerife 

 

Ericaceae 

Erica arborea – Monte Las Mercedes, Tenerife 

Erica platycodon – Cruz del Carmen, Tenerife 

 

Euphorbiaceae 

Euphorbia aphylla – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

Euphorbia atropurpurea – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

Euphorbia balsamifera – common along the coast, Tenerife 

Euphorbia berthelotii – Barranco de la Villa, La Gomera 



The Canary Islands Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     January 12 17 
 

Euphorbia broussonetii – common along roadsides, Tenerife 

Euphorbia canariensis – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

Euphorbia handiensis – Jandia Peninsula, Fuerteventura 

Euphorbia regis-jubae – Pajara to Vega de Rio Palmas, Fuerteventura 

 

Fabaceae 

Adenocarpus foliolosus – Monte Las Mercedes, Tenerife 

Bituminaria bituminosa – common roadside plant, Tenerife 

Chamaecytisus proliferus – Mount Teide, Tenerife 

Ononis natrix – Costa Calma plain, Fuerteventura 

Spartocytisus supranubius – Mount Teide, Tenerife 

 

Geraniaceae 

Geranium reuteri – Monte Las Mercedes, Tenerife 

 

Lamiaceae 

Lavandula buchii – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

Lavandula canariensis – Barranco de la Villa, La Gomera 

Micromeria varia – Anaga Peninsula, Tenerife 

Sideritis cretica – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

Sideritis dendro-chahorra – Chinamada, Tenerife 

Sideritis gomerae – Barranco de la Villa, La Gomera 

Sideritis macrostachys – road to Las Carboneras from Cruz del Carmen, Tenerife 

 

Lauraceae 

Laurus novocanariensis – Monte Las Mercedes, Tenerife 

 

Malvaceae 

Lavatera acerifolia – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

 

Plantaginaceae 

Plantago arborescens – Chinamada, Tenerife 

 

Plumbaginaceae 

Limonium fruticans – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

Limonium macrophyllum – Chinamada, Tenerife 

Limonium pectinatum – Punta de Teno, Tenerife 

 

Ranunculaceae 

Ranunculus cortusifolius – Monte Las Mercedes, Tenerife 

 

Rosaceae 

Marcetella moquiniana – Mirador Lasgrimonas, Tenerife 
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Rubiaceae 

Phyllis nobla – Monte Las Mercedes, Tenerife 

Plocama pendula – common roadside plant, Tenerife 

 

Salicaceae 

Salix canariensis – Garajonay National Park, La Gomera 

 

Scrophulariaceae 

Isoplexus canariensis – Monte del Agua, Tenerife 

Kickxia sagittata – Costa Calma plain, Fuerteventura 

 

Solanaceae 

Datura innoxia – various locations  

Lycium intricatum – Costa Calma plain, Fuerteventura 

Nicotiana glauca – introduced pest 

 

Tamaricaceae 

Tamarix canariensis – common on Fuerteventura 

 

Urticaceae 

Forsskaolea angustifolia -  common roadside plant, Tenerife 

Gesnouinia arborea – Garajonay National Park, La Gomera 

Urtica morifolia – Monte Las Mercedes, Tenerife 

 

Zygophyllaceae 

Zygophyllum fontanesii – Costa Calma plain, Fuerteventura 

 

LILIIDAE 

Arecaceae 

Phoenix canariensis – Barranco de la Villa, La Gomera 

 

Juncaceae 

Luzula canariensis – Cruz del Carmen, Tenerife 

 

Lillaceae 

Dracaena draco – Chinamada, Tenerife 

 

Orchidaceae 

Habenaria tridactylites – Chinamada, Tenerife 

 

Poaceae 

Dactylis smithii – Chinamada, Tenerife 

 


