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Tour Leaders:   Tony Clarke 

    Paul Harmes 

 

Participants:   Peter Smith 

    Liz Taylor 

    Marlene Pease 

    Dave Cox 

     Bruce McLaren  

    Richard Brand-Hardy 

    Eileen Brand-Hardy 

    Andy Bates 

    Dave Stanbridge  

    Sally Adshead 

    Helen Griffiths 

    Sue Brealey 

Day 1 Saturday 10th November 

The main party arrived from Gatwick a few minutes earlier than scheduled and after dealing with the usual 

formalities of foreign car hire were soon on their way with Tony to the nearby Amarilla Golf whilst Paul waited 

for the people arriving from Manchester and La Gomera. First stop was at the small dam by the entrance road 

where we saw a small selection of waterbirds including Little Egret, Little Ringed Plover, Common Greenshank, 

Common Moorhen and a pair of Grey Wagtails of the local race canariensis. We also saw two species of 

ornamental waterfowl namely a few Muscovy Ducks and a female Wood Duck and recorded our first 

dragonflies, a couple of Blue Emperors and a few Red-veined Darters including a mating pair. Moving on we 

drove down to the clubhouse and had a quick look on the nearby fairways and greens seeing our first Berthelot’s 

Pipits of the trip, a very showy Southern Grey Shrike of the endemic race koenigi, half a dozen drab 

female/immature Spanish Sparrows and a fine Cattle Egret wandering around the grass under a few palm trees. 

This was all the time we had available for now and so we drove back to the airport w here Paul was waiting with 

the other members of the group and we all headed off to Casa Pedro in Las Chafiras for our lunch.  

 

The first stop after lunch was at Las Galletas where there had been a recent report of two American waders on 

the internet site Reservoir Birds, the Spanish answer to Rare Bird Alert in the UK. A little bit of searching 

produced a couple of Little Ringed Plovers and our first target bird a slightly scruffy looking non-breeding 

plumaged adult White-rumped Sandpiper. This species is a  rare visitor to the Canary Islands and may well have 

been a casualty of hurricane Sandy but it certainly allowed close approach and Sue was able to get some great 

close photos. We located the other target species at the opposite end of this small piece of  coastal habitat but 

first a couple of Common Redshanks sent our pulses racing before the Lesser Yellowlegs finally gave itself up 

and gave us some excellent views. Also in this area we found a Painted Lady butterfly before moving to the other 

side of town. Here on the small reef we saw both Yellow-legged and Lesser Black-backed Gulls and about five 

Whimbrel probing for food in the rock pools.  
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Our last stop for the day was in Ten Bel on the Costa de Silencio where amongst other things we recorded two 

introduced species – both Monk and Ring-necked Parakeets. In the evening a Long-eared Owl was heard calling 

in the grounds of the Finca Salamanca, our base during our stay on Tenerife. 

Day 2 Sunday 11th November 

Our first full day in the field began with a shopping excursion to get our lunch. Those who were not tempted by 

curiosity or necessity into the supermarket at Punta Larga were rewarded with a single Plain Swift which nearly 

became a snack for a stooping Barbary Falcon! We continued our journey towards the north-east but it soon 

became clear that the Anaga Peninsula would be a complete washout so we stayed on the motorway in the heavy 

rain and low cloud. We emerged from the bad weather just before Puerto de la Cruz and then pulled over on the 

roadside at the Mirador de Lagrimona. Unfortunately the weather was a little against us and the Laurel Pigeons 

were not as active as we would have liked and just one bird was seen very briefly before it was time to move on 

again. Our next stop was the water tanks at Los Silos where we added Eurasian Coot to the trip list plus solitary 

Eurasian Wigeon, Gadwall, Common Greenshank and Common Sandpiper and then it was on to Buenavista for 

our picnic lunch. The only avian accompaniment during the marvellous culinary experience was a few Canary 

Blue Tits that gave some great views in the trees above our tables.  

 

Continuing along the north coast our first port of call for the afternoon was the very scenic promontory at Punta 

de Teno. The towering sea cliffs were home to a host of endemic plants including the Pancratium canariensis which 

neither Tony nor Paul had ever seen in flower. Also among the many species of plant in the area we located 

Lavatera acerifolia, Opuntia dellenii, Ceropegia dichotoma, Limonium fruticans, Schizogyne serica, Euphorbia balsamifera, 

Euphorbia aphylla, Rumex canariensis, Artemisia canariensis, Lycium intricatum, Plocama pendula, Parolinia intermedia, 

Euphorbia canariensis, Cheirolophus burchardii, Klinia neriifolia, Astydamia latifolia, Lavandula buchii, Vieraea laevigata, 

Ricinus communis, Periploca laevigata and Asparagus arborescens. The pair of Barbary Falcons however was a lot more 

elusive and so we drove down to the abandoned field area near the lighthouse where we located a large flock of 

small passerines. This flock was made up of three main species, about eighty Atlantic Canarys, a similar number 

of Common Rock Sparrows and a few Common Linnets of the local race meadewaldoi which is endemic to the 

western and central islands. Unfortunately the Common Rock Sparrows were a little distant but with the 

telescope the distinctive crown stripe and tail spots could be seen clearly on many of the birds. Also in this area 

we got some brief but good views of a Spectacled Warbler.  

 

On the way back towards Buenavista we stopped again at the lookout by the arch, and just before we finally 

departed a pair of Barbary Falcons appeared briefly before disappearing onto the cliffs. Our return journey to the 

hotel was a repeat of the morning journey out and we stopped again at the Mirador Lagrimona. This time we got 

some great flight views of a single Laurel Pigeon as it circled with tail fanned exposing the broad white terminal 

band. 

Day 3 Monday 12th November 

We departed from the hotel early this morning as we had planned a day trip to the neighbouring island of La 

Gomera. The ferry left from the harbour at Los Cristianos at 08.45 but we were there at 07.30 to purchase our 

tickets for the journey.  
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The trip from Los Cristianos to San Sebastian takes about an hour during which time we were treated to a fine 

aerial display from the Cory’s Shearwaters as they effortlessly glided over the waves. Also we saw a few Short-

finned Pilot Whales plus some Common Bottlenose Dolphins, all in all this was a fairly uneventful crossing but 

entertaining nonetheless. On arrival in San Sebastian we went directly to the Parque de la Torre del Conde where 

a short walk produced African Grass Blue and Monarch butterflies but not much in the way of birds.  

 

On leaving the small town we headed directly to the Garajonay National Park but the weather was beginning to 

deteriorate as we arrived at our first pigeon lookout just before the park boundary. We had some brief views of a 

single Laurel Pigeon but after half an hour there had been little movement in the area so we drove into the 

national park. Obviously there was much roadside vegetation but two species were particularly obvious, the 

groves of Salix canariensis and the much less common Arbutus canariensis with its distinctive orange bark. Climbing 

up through the national park we got to the Mirador del Rejo. Visibility was severely decreased because of low 

lying cloud however we persisted in the area for a while but with similar results to those at lower levels, no sign 

of any pigeons. By now the time was getting on and we decided to go back to lower levels for our lunch. So 

whilst getting the picnic ready the group were able to maintain a vigil for the pigeons. This time they were lucky 

and the keen ones got some reasonable views of both Bo lle’s and Laurel Pigeon before the lunch was even ready. 

  

In the afternoon we headed back up into the clouds and made a botanical stop at the Mirador de Los Roques. 

On the side of the path near to the car park there were two species of orchid, the Habenaria tridatylites (Canary 

Twayblade) was in full flower, this endemic is never in flower when we do the early spring trip. Also in the same 

area the Gennaria diphylla could be seen, the leaves with their distinctive round appearance but unfortunately we 

were too early for the flower spikes. Here when the mist lifted we were able to see the destruction caused by the 

fires earlier in the year, most of the vegetation around the Roque de Agando was completely burnt out with no 

signs of anything alive. One can only wonder how long it will be before the shrubs return and the area gets back 

to looking how it did before…to think it was started deliberately, there are some sad people out there.  

 

The journey from Los Roques back to San Sebastian was relatively uneventful apart from a group of three Corn 

Buntings seen by Peter on a roadside wire, but we were unable to stop for a look at them. The return ferry 

crossing to Tenerife was very similar to the outward one in the morning with some great views of Cory’s 

Shearwaters but this time we had a couple of surprises both of which appeared at the same time. Just a short 

time out of San Sebastian we hit a double whammy a single Great Shearwater seen by Tony and a few of the 

group whilst at the other end of the line Paul and Helen got onto a solitary Manx Shearwater. The rest of the 

crossing was relatively uneventful with lots of Cory’s Shearwaters, a few Short-finned Pilot Whales, a small pod 

of Common Dolphins and then right at the end of the journey as we turned to enter the harbour there was a 

dark phase Pomarine Skua sitting on the water with, and getting hassle from, a few Yellow -legged Gulls. 

Day 4 Tuesday 13th November 

Our last day on Tenerife began with a visit to the forests of Monte Las Mercedes where we caught up with a few 

things we had missed on the previous days. Mind you it didn’t go to plan as the picnic area was full with locals 

and the noise being generated was certainly keeping the birds away. At the opposite end of the parking area 

things were a little quieter and it was here that most of us got to grips with the local race of Common Chaffinch, 

Canary Island Robin, Tenerife Kinglet and some brief glimpses of three Bolle’s Pigeons.  
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The Canary Island Robins took a while but showed well in the end when the less extensive but darker red breast, 

incomplete white eye-ring and more extensive grey shawl could all be seen clearly. The Kinglet was also a little 

elusive moving around in the forest canopy but eventually one or two came low down whilst feeding on some 

mossy trunks when the distinctive head pattern became very obvious. The views of the pigeons were very brief 

and only in flight but it was quite clear what they were and quite acceptable for those who didn’t see this species 

yesterday. From the lower slopes of the Anaga Peninsula we drove through La Laguna where we saw some fine 

examples of the traditional wooden balconies and the tiled roofs covered with natural vegetation. Then we 

continued on passed the airfield at Los Rodeos and upwards towards Mount Teide.  

 

As we drove higher we went in to the clouds and came out into sunshine as we approached the Observatory at 

Izaña on our way to the Restaurante Bamby at Las Cañadas. The restaurant puts out food and water for the local 

birds and usually attracts Blue Chaffinch but today was different. After a good half hour we had been treated to 

some superb views of Atlantic Canary and Canary Blue Tit but for some unknown reason Blue Chaffinch was 

proving very elusive. A chat with one of the waiters confirmed they were there earlier in the morning but he 

hadn’t seen them for a while. We decided to move on taking in the breath taking scenery across the caldera in the 

Parque Nacional Las Cañadas del Teide until we reached the road junction at Boca de Tauce. From here the road 

left the caldera behind and began to climb again through the less scenic devastation caused by this year’s fires on 

Tenerife. The normally vegetated hillsides was an upsetting sight and our fingers were crossed for the Las Lajas 

picnic area.  

 

As we turned the corner it was with relief that we could see the Zona Recreativa de Las Lajas with the vegetation 

relatively intact. There were some obvious burnt areas but the endemic Pinus canariensis, home to and food source 

for the Blue Chaffinch, were remarkably undamaged in this area. The only thing now was to find the bird whilst 

we had our picnic lunch. This was harder than expected because we were shrouded in mist and the birds were 

inactive and not very vocal. Just before it was time to try plan C the mist began to lift and the sun started to 

squeeze through. This was the cue for the Blue Chaffinches to emerge from their hiding places and start hopping 

around the picnic tables and barbeque areas. It had taken a lot of effort but as usual the views were fantastic and 

everyone was thrilled that the most well-known site for this species had come good in the end. By now time was 

getting so we began retracing our steps and stopped for another try at the Restaurante Bamby…no sign of any 

Blue Chaffinches so it was back to the hotel to prepare for the early morning flight across to Fuerteventura.  

Day 5 Wednesday 14th November 

After arrival on Fuerteventura we headed to the Salinas de Antigua Golf where there had been reports of a Ring-

necked Duck a few days earlier. Unfortunately the Ring-neck was nowhere to be seen but we did see a couple of 

Tufted Ducks and a pair of Ruddy Shelducks. The next stop was the Barranco de La Torre coastal section but 

apart from the more common species we couldn’t locate any of our target birds. A quick look at the Salinas del 

Carmen was equally unproductive and so we moved on to the inland section of the same barranco. This was a 

very productive area and gave us our first views of the endemic Fuerteventura Stonechat, we saw a pair of these 

birds at close range and the views were excellent. We also got some great looks at Spectacled Warbler and the 

best views of the trip of a pair of displaying Sardinian Warblers. A few winter visitors were also seen in this area, 

a single Song Thrush, two rather mobile Black Redstarts and a couple of White Wagtails. A Spoonbill flew along 

the barranco and on the small dams there were three Black-winged Stilts, a few Little Ringed Plovers, a rather 

secretive Common Snipe and a few Trumpeter Finches that were coming down to drink.  
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The next, and final, stop for the day was the desert plain behind Costa Calma. We entered the area from the road 

to La Pared and then crossed the desert on the only track that you are allowed to drive on in the direction of the 

wind farm on the slopes of the adjacent hillside. Finding the specialities on this plain used to be relatively easy as 

we could use many different tracks but earlier this year all of the minor tracks have been closed off hence finding 

the birds in the desert is now a lot harder. The first thing of interest that we located in the area was the rare and 

localised Convolvulus caput-medusae a plant found only here and at one other location on the island. Continuing on 

we soon discovered Cream-coloured Courser running around the desert, their sandy colouration was a great 

camouflage in this habitat. The next species was Black-bellied Sandgrouse which we saw well in flight, their 

bubbling call was heard as they flew. The best was left to last as Dave spotted a Houbara Bustard crossing the 

track in front of us. The views were good but the bird kept on moving and eventually disappeared over one of 

the ridges giving us our cue to leave the area and head to our hotel for a late lunch and the rest of the afternoon 

was free to do as we pleased. 

Day 6 Thursday 15th November 

The first stop of the day was the plantation at Costa Calma where we added a few species to the trip list. The 

harterti subspecies of Common Linnet was fairly numerous in the area, Goldfinch was a little harder to locate but 

we got some good views in the end and the Common Chiffchaff was the last of the triplet. Also in this area we 

saw the migrant race of Blackbird, European Robin and Song Thrush all of which are migrants to the island plus 

a single Barbary Falcon that was only seen by a few of the group.  

 

Continuing on our next stop was the village of Pajara, a picturesque hamlet nestling in the hills of central 

Fuerteventura and the location for purchasing our picnic lunch. This area was not very productive for birds but 

the butterflies included Monarch, Canary Red Admiral, Geranium Bronze and Painted Lady. Moving on we went 

through the hills on the way to Vega de Rio Palmas and en route encountered an Egyptian Vulture before 

arriving at the Mirador de La Peña where we eventually got some great views and interaction with the local 

population of Barbary Ground Squirrels and some great scope views of a pair of Egyptian Vultures on their nest 

ledge.  

 

On arrival at Vega de Rio Palmas we soon located the degener subspecies of the African Blue Tit but the real 

interesting thing in this area were the great views of six different species of dragonflies. These were Blue and 

Lesser Emperor, Broad Scarlet, Epaulet Skimmer, Red-veined Darter and Sahara Bluetail, the first two did not 

allow any chance of photography but the others were a lot more cooperative. Also in a small stand of reeds we 

found the Stripeless Tree Frog which has been difficult to locate on previous trips but we have seen it in exactly 

the same place on the last two trips. As we walked back to where we had parked the minibuses a dove on the 

wires attracted our attention as it looked a little daintier than the many Eurasian Collared Doves we had seen. 

The bird was soon identified as a Laughing Dove, a recent coloniser to the island and the only one we recorded 

on the trip.  

 

Continuing further into the hills we reached the picnic area at Castillo de Lara just outside the ancient island 

capital of Betancuria. This was the location for our picnic lunch today but it was also the area to look for one of 

the more interesting plants on the island. The plant was a small succulent, Caralluma burchardii, which has a very 

cactus-like appearance and at the time of our visit some of the plants were in full flower. The flowers were small, 

star shaped, purple and yellow and densely covered in white hairs.  
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After our lunch and as we were leaving the area we were stopped by Dave and Andy who had found a rather 

distant group of Barbary Partridges. There were at least fifteen birds in the flock but they were a long way away 

from the road and because of the vegetation and terrain they did not remain in view for very long at any one 

time. Eventually everyone in the group had managed to see at least one of the flock through the telescope and so 

it was time to move on again.  

 

The next and final location for the day was the desert plain behind Costa Calma where we hoped to get some 

better views of the desert specialties and to try for a couple of species we still hadn’t seen. We certainly got some 

great looks at Cream-coloured Courser and saw three Black-bellied Sandgrouse on the ground but failed today to 

find any Lesser Short-toed Larks or any Stone-curlews. 

Day 7 Friday 16th November 

This morning we had a pre-breakfast excursion into the desert area and one of the first things we came across 

was a flock of Lesser Short-toed Larks. Initially we could only hear the birds as they were behind a small ridge 

but a short walk across the desert and there they were in a little depression. We got some excellent views of the 

birds as they fed on the ground and some were singing from the ground as well, the flock numbered some fifty 

or so birds but they were keeping very low and were trying to remain as hidden as possible. However Stone-

curlew was a different story, we heard one bird but we could not find any visible birds. We saw quite a few 

Cream-coloured Coursers both on the ground and in flight but the undoubted highlight of the morning was a 

displaying male Houbara Bustard. The bird was a little distant but the minute he threw his head on to his back 

and ran around with his white neck feathers all ruffed up he was easily visible to the naked eye. This bird kept us 

entertained until it was time to return to the hotel and meet up with those who opted out of the early morning 

start.  

 

On our way again after a hearty breakfast we headed south on to the Jandia Peninsula in search of a very rare and 

localised plant, the Euphorbia handiensis which is known from just two main locations in the world. Just before 

getting to the location of the Euphorbia, Andy noticed two buzzards circling to the left of the track but they 

didn’t look right for the local race of Common Buzzard. The first feature which started our suspicions was the 

underwing pattern which was a uniform pale rufous on the underwing coverts with a very prominent dark carpal 

patch and clear white bases to the primaries. The second feature was the plain rufous tail with no prominent dark 

bands, this pointed us to identifying these birds as Long-legged Buzzards a species which is very rare on the 

Canary Islands even though Morocco is just 75 miles away. We found the plants with ease as one of the locations 

for this species is by the main track to the Punta de Jandia, after a bit of searching we found a couple of plants 

bearing flowers but these were things for the trained eye as they were very small and indistinct, we also located a 

few young plants as well.  

 

From here we headed back towards the hotel but stopped en route at Risco del Paso where we went for a short 

walk to check the waders and gulls that could be found on the beach. We soon located a flock of waders on the 

beach which included the amazing number of a hundred Kentish Plovers, plus three Dunlin, six Common 

Ringed Plovers and about sixty Sanderlings. Then on the way back to the vehicles we chanced upon a fine pair of 

Fuerteventura Stonechats in the bushes bordering the car park. In the afternoon we went to check the reservoir 

at Rosa de Catalina Garcia but unfortunately it was dry. As we had some time to spare we checked the areas 

around Gran Tarajal, Las Playitas and la Lajita but these were equally unproductive. 
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Day 8 Saturday 17th November 

The last day of the tour and we had two departures from the airport. For those flying to Manchester we had the 

chance for a quick look at the dam in the Barranco de La Torre and the pond on the Salinas Golf. We didn’t see 

anything different but a couple of groups of Sandgrouse at the second site were clearly looking at coming to 

drink had we not been in the area. We then left those heading for Manchester at the airport and continued on to 

the reservoir Embalse de Los Molinos. Unlike the reservoir yesterday this one still held water and was an 

attraction for birds on this very dry island. We relocated the juvenile Ring-necked Duck which had been seen 

previously at Salinas Golf, it was with a large group of over a hundred Eurasian Coot, two Eurasian Wigeon and 

four Eurasian Teal. Other species seen at this site included a few Ruddy Shelduck, a couple of Common 

Moorhens, a Green Sandpiper, a Black-headed Gull, a Spotted Redshank and a small calidris type wader. Our 

position was not giving us the best views of this bird as it was quite distant but we could see that it had long 

wings and a short, straight bill which at the time reminded us of a White-rumped Sandpiper. Subsequent research 

on our return discovered that a White-rumped Sandpiper had been seen at this site previously and was indeed 

seen by Robin Mawer completely separately from ourselves and so we can presume that the bird we saw was 

indeed this species.  

 

This was our last stop before taking lunch at the restaurant at Salinas del Carmen where we added our final 

species to the trip list in the form of a solitary Ruddy Turnstone which brought the total for the tour to a very 

respectable ninety-two species. All too soon it was time for the remaining group members to head for the airport 

and catch the return flight to Gatwick the end of another successful Naturetrek tour of the Canary Islands.  

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Accounts 

Birds   (92 species) 

ANATIDAE 

 

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 

The only records of this recent coloniser from North Africa were from Fuerteventura where it was recorded 

from Salinas de Antigua golf course, the inland section of Barranco de La Torre and at Embalse de LosMolinos. 

Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope 

We only saw three birds during the tour with a single bird at Los Silos, Tenerife on the 11th and then two at Los 

Molinos, Fuerteventura on the 17th. 

Gadwall Anas strepera 

A female was found on the irrigation tanks at Los Silos on the 11th. 

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca 

Four immature/females seen at Embalse de Los Molinos on the 17th were the only record for the trip. 

Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris 

A juvenile, originally discovered at the Salinas Golf, was relocated by our group at Embalse de Los Molinos on 

the 17th. This transatlantic species is a vagrant to the Canary Islands but one is normally found somewhere on the 

islands during the winter months. 

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 

Two were seen on both our visits to the Salinas Golf on the 14th and 17th. 

 

PHASIANIDAE 

 

Barbary Partridge Alectoris barbara 

Andy and Dave found a group of nine in a field near the Finca Salamanca on the evening of the 13 th and then we 

all saw about fifteen birds on the hillside near to the picnic area at Castillo de Lara, Fuerteventura on the 15 th. 

 

PROCELLARIIDAE 

 

Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea borealis 

A few were seen offshore from the Mirador Lagrimona on the 11 th and then more than two hundred of these 

graceful birds were seen on our ferry crossings to and from La Gomera the following day. If you watched 

carefully you could see the wing tip just occasionally touching the top of a wave as the birds sheared over the sea.  

Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis 

One was seen well but briefly on the crossing from San Sebastian to Los Cristianos. The dark cap, dark patch on 

the belly and the dark diagonal on the underwing were all seen clearly.  

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 

One was seen by Paul and Helen at exactly the same time as others were watching the previous species. What an 

unfortunate coincidence. 

 

SULIDAE 

 

Northern Gannet Morus bassanus 
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An adult was seen during the ferry crossing from Los Cristianos to San Sebastian on the 12 th and then the 

occasional bird was seen daily offshore on Fuerteventura .  

 

PHALACROCORACIDAE 

 

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 

The only record for the trip was a single bird seen off the Barranco de La Torre, Fuerteventura on the 14 th seen 

by Paul and others in his minibus. 

 

ARDEIDAE 

 

Cattle Egret Bulbulcus ibis 

One bird was seen on Tenerife by those who visited Amarilla Golf on the first day of the tour and then an 

unusually tame bird was seen as we had lunch in the hotel on the 16th, it was feeding on the tables! 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

We saw this species almost daily during the tour except for the day we travelled to La Gomera.  

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

We saw a single bird on Tenerife but then recorded it daily on Fuerteventura in small numbers.  

 

THRESKIORNITHIDAE 

 

Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 

One was seen in flight on Tenerife near the Finca Salamanca by Andy and Dave on the 14 th, then the following 

day one flew up and down the Barranco de La Torre and finally two were on the beach, Playa de Sotavento, at 

Risco del Paso on the 16th. 

 

ACCIPITRIDAE 

 

Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus majorensis 

The first one was seen by those in Paul’s minibus on the 14th, then the following day we saw one well in flight 

and a further two on a ledge, finally another individual was seen by a few of us on the morning of the 17 th.  

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo insularum 

This species was rather scarce on this tour but we recorded it on all main islands visited in small numbers.  

Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus 

Two of these birds were seen on Punta de Jandia just before the car park for the Barranco de Gran Valle. 

Initially they were spotted by Andy circling low over the ground and looking as though they had just come in off 

the sea. Whilst we watched they circled higher and higher and moved off inland and out of sight. This species is 

an accidental visitor to the islands having been recorded on just a handful of occasions.   

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus granti 

Two were seen on Tenerife on the 11th and then another on the 13th, a good showing of a species we sometimes 

miss.  
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FALCONIDAE 

 

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus canariensis and dacotiae 

F. t. canariensis was a common and widespread bird on Tenerife and La Gomera. 

F. t. dacotiae was of a similar status to its western counterpart and was recorded daily on Fuerteventura.  

Barbary Falcon Falco pelegrinoides 

Whilst Paul and I shopped for our picnic lunch on the 11th some of the group saw one stoop on a Plain Swift by 

the Punta Larga supermarket, then later in the day two were seen briefly by the Mirador de La Monja on Punta 

de Teno.  

 

RALLIDAE 

 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

This was a rather scarce species this year with one at Amarilla Golf on the 10th, one on the pond at Salinas de 

Antigua Golf on the 14th and finally two at Embalse de Los Molinos on the 17th. 

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 

Thirty at Los Silos on Tenerife, then four at Salinas de Antigua Golf on the 14th and over a hundred at Los 

Molinos, Fuerteventura were the records for the trip. 

 

OTIDAE 

 

Houbara Bustard Chlamydotis undulata fuertaventurae  

As is usual this species was found on the plain behind Costa Calma on the afternoon of the 14th and the morning 

of the 16th. On the latter date we were privileged to see a fine adult male in display but seeing him fluff up his 

neck feathers, throw his head onto his back and then run around the desert like a headless chicken is as amusing 

as it is impressive.  

 

RECURVIROSTRIDAE 

 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

Three were seen along the inland section of the Barranco de la Torre on the 14 th and then eight were at the 

Embalse de Los Molinos on the 17th. 

 

BURHINIDAE 

 

Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus insularum 

The only evidence of this species on the tour was one heard calling on the desert plain behind Costa Calma on 

the 16th. 

 

GLAREOLIDAE 

 

Cream-coloured Courser Cursorius cursor 

We recorded this species on all our explorations of the Costa Calma plain with a maximum of twenty-two on the 

16th. 
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CHARADRIIDAE 

 

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 

First recorded at Amarilla Golf, Tenerife on the 10th and then on Fuerteventura at the Barranco de La Torre and 

Embalse de Los Molinos. 

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 

This species was only recorded from the Playa de Sotavento on Fuerteventura.  

Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus 

Another species only recorded on the Playa de Sotavento where we saw two on the evening of the 15 th but on 

the 16th we found a flock of at least a hundred birds, some sight. 

 

SCOLOPACIDAE 

 

Sanderling Calidris alba 

We only saw this species on Fuerteventura where it was most numerous on the Playa de Sotavento. 

White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis 

On our first day we found one of these transatlantic vagrants at Las Galletas on Tenerife which gave us some 

excellent views down to just a few feet and then we located another bird at Embalse de Los Molinos on our final 

day. The latter bird was only seen in silhouette but we could see the short, straight bill and the attenuated body 

shape with long wings. 

Dunlin Calidris alpina 

The only record was of three birds on the Sotavento beach at Risco del Paso on the 16 th.  

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 

The only one seen was on Fuerteventura on the 14th at the virtually dry dam by the inland section of the 

Barranco de La Torre. 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 

The only record of this species were five birds seen at Las Galletas during our first day on Tenerife. 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 

The occasional birds were seen on both Tenerife and Fuerteventura.  

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 

One was seen at Embalse de Los Molinos, Fuerteventura on the 17th. 

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 

A solitary winter plumaged bird was at the Embalse de Los Molinos on our final day. 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

Two birds were seen on consecutive days on Tenerife at Amarilla Golf and Los Silos and then on Fuerteventura 

at Playa de Sotavento and Embalse de Los Molinos. 

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 

One was seen at Las Galletas, Tenerife on the 10th. This species is an accidental transatlantic visitor to the Canary 

Islands. 

Common Redshank Tringa totan 

Three were seen on Tenerife on the 10th at the same location as the previous species. 

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 

We were lucky with this one, a single bird was seen at the Salinas del Carmen, Fuerteventura just before our 

lunch stop on the final day of the tour. 
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STERCORARIIDAE 

 

Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus 

One dark phase bird was seen sitting on the sea just outside the harbour at Los Cristianos on our return from La 

Gomera. It was with a small group of Yellow-legged Gulls and was mobbed by a few of them. 

 

LARIDAE 

 

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

One was seen at Embalse de Los Molinos, Fuerteventura on the 17th. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 

This species was recorded from both Tenerife and Fuerteventura but was most numerous on the latter. 

Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis atlantis and michahellis 

L. m. atlantis was a common and widespread bird seen daily throughout the tour and on all islands visited.  

L. m. michahellis was only recorded on La Gomera where a single adult was seen on the beach at San Sebastian.  

 

STERNIDAE 

 

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis 

One was seen on the crossing to La Gomera on the 12th and then a few birds were seen on Fuerteventura. 

 

PTEROCLIDIDAE 

 

Black-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis 

This species was seen on three of our days on Fuerteventura with a maximum of twenty-eight on our final day at 

the Salinas de Antigua Golf. These fly over birds were possibly looking for a drinking area and our presence may 

have stopped them from landing. 

 

COLUMBIDAE 

 

Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba livia 

This was a common and widespread species seen daily during the tour, with some fairly genuine looking Rock 

Doves at Punta de Teno on the 11th. 

Laurel Pigeon Columba junoniae 

Our first encounter with this endemic pigeon was at Mirador Lagrimona on Tenerife during our first full day 

excursion on the 11th. It took a while but eventually we saw one in flight as we returned from Punta de Teno. We 

then saw five birds on La Gomera the following day from the watch point just before the entrance sign to the 

National Park. 

Bolle’s Pigeon Columba bollii 

A little elusive this tour but three were seen on La Gomera and a similar amount at Monte Las Mercedes on 

Tenerife, the views of the latter were very brief to say the least.  

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 

This was a common and widespread species seen daily during the tour. 

Barbary Dove Streptopelia risoria 
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One of these small, pale, collared-type doves was seen on Fuerteventura on the 15th. 

Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 

The only record for the tour was a single bird at Vega de Rio Palmas on the 15th. 

 

PSITTACIDAE 

 

Monk Parakeet  Myiopsitta monachus 

More than twenty birds were seen at the same location and on the same date as the following species. 

Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri 

At least four birds were seen at Ten Bel, Tener ife on the 10th. 

 

STRIGIDAE 

 

Long-eared Owl Asio otus canariensis 

This species was seen and heard by a few of the group on various dates within the hotel grounds during our stay 

at the Finca Salamanca. 

 

APODIDAE 

 

Plain Swift Apus unicolor 

The first for the trip was the one that escaped a Barbary Falcon stoop on the 11th, the following day three were 

seen in San Sebastian and then on the 13th a total of about thirty birds were seen. 

 

UPUPIDAE 

 

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 

This was rather scarce on this tour with just three individuals seen during our time on Fuerteventura.  

 

PICIDAE 

 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major canariensis 

Two were recorded from the picnic area at Las Lajas on the 13th November.  

 

LANIIDAE 

 

Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor koenigi 

The only record from Tenerife was at Amarilla Golf on the first day but it was then seen daily on Fuerteventura 

with a maximum of four seen on any one date. The recent changes in taxonomy mean that this bird is no longer 

associated with L. meridionalis which is confined to the Iberian peninsula. 

 

CORVIDAE 

 

Common Raven Corvus corax tingitanus 



The Canary Islands  Tour Report 

 

 

14  © Naturetrek     January 13  
 

This species is rare on Tenerife where we saw two at Punta de Teno on the 11 th, but it is much more numerous 

on Fuerteventura where it was recorded daily with a maximum of more than fifty birds on two dates. 

 

REGULIDAE 

 

Tenerife Kinglet Regulus teneriffae 

This controversial species was seen at the picnic area on Monte Las Merecedes and the birds themselves 

remained hidden in the tree tops for long periods but gave themselves up eventually. 

 

PARIDAE 

 

African Blue Tit Cyanistes ultramarinus degener  

C. u. degener is a scarce resident on Fuerteventura, however it was quite numerous at Vega de Rio Palmas on the 

15th when we saw at least four birds. 

Canary Blue Tit Cyanistes teneriffae teneriffae 

This was a common and widespread bird on both Tenerife and La Gomera with a maximum count of more than 

twenty on the 13th. 

 

ALAUDIDAE 

 

Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens polatzeki 

As is usual at this time of year this species was a little difficult to locate as they were moving around the Costa 

Calma plain in flocks. We found a group of more than fifty birds early in the morning on the 16 th. 

 

PHYLLOSCOPIDAE 

 

Canary Island Chiffchaff Phylloscopus canariensis 

This was a common and widespread species on Tenerife and La Gomera but during this tour it was more often 

heard than seen with just a few birds seen each day. 

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 

This species is a common migrant and regular winter visitor on the eastern Canary Islands where the previous 

species does not occur since P. c. exsul was declared extinct. We saw three birds on Fuerteventura on the 15th. 

 

SYLVIIDAE 

 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla heineken 

We heard this species on the first three days of the tour mostly in the Finca Salamanca gardens but we never 

managed to see one anywhere. 

Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata orbitalis 

One was seen by a couple of us on Punta de Teno on the 11 th but it was more numerous on Fuerteventura 

where we recorded it on three dates.  

Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala leucogastra 

One was seen on Tenerife on the 11th but the best views were of a pair displaying in the Barranco de La Torre, 

Fuerteventura on the 14th.   
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STURNIDAE 

 

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

One was seen on wires by the motorway on Tenerife on the 12th and another was seen on Fuerteventura on the 

14th. Both these birds were seen by single observers and most of the group missed this one.  

 

TURDIDAE 

 

Common Blackbird Turdus merula cabrerae 

This endemic subspecies was common and widespread on Tenerife and La Gomera. Two birds presumably of 

the nominate subspecies were seen in the plantation at Costa Calma on the 15 th. 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 

A solitary bird was seen well along the inland section of the Barranco de La Torre, Fuerteventura on the 14th. 

 

MUSCICAPIDAE 

 

European Robin Erithacus rubecula 

Single birds were seen on Fuerteventura on the 14th and 15th. 

Canary Island Robin Erithacus superbus 

Four birds were seen around the barbeque area at Monte Las Mercedes on the 13th but they proved a little 

elusive before finally giving us some great views.  

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 

Two of these scarce winter visitors were seen along the Barranco de La Torre on the 14 th. 

Fuerteventura Stonechat Saxicola dacotiae 

This highly prized endemic was seen on three of the four days on Fuerteventura but only a pair on each 

occasion. 

 

PASSERIDAE 

 

Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis 

We recorded this species on all the islands we visited but it was most numerous on Fuerteventura with a 

maximum of over two hundred on the 14th. 

Common Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia 

About eighty were seen in the abandoned fields on Punta de Teno, Tenerife on the 11 th. 

 

MOTACILLIDAE 

  

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea canariensis and cinerea 

M. c. canariensis a few of this local race were seen on Tenerife.  

M. c. cinerea one of this migrant race was seen at the barranco at Vega de Rio Palmas, Fuerteventura on the 15th.  

White Wagtail Motacilla alba 

Two birds were seen in the Barranco de La Torre on the 14th. 

Berthelot’s Pipit Anthus berthelotii berthelotii 

This species was recorded daily on the tour but was much more numerous on Fuerteventura.  
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Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus 

One was heard by Tony flying over the picnic area at Castillo de Lara, Fuerteventura on the 15th. 

 

FRINGILIDAE 

 

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs canariensis 

A male and two females were seen at the noisy picnic area on Monte Las Mercedes on the 13 th. The male is very 

different when compared to its European counterpart 

Blue Chaffinch Fringilla teydea teydea 

This year we were lead a bit of a merry dance by this species. The usually reliable site at the Restaurante Bambi 

let us down badly and when we got to the picnic area at Las Lajas it was swathed in cloud.  

Atlantic Canary Serinus canaria 

This species was seen on both Tenerife and La Gomera with a maximum of about eighty on Punta de Teno but 

the best views were on the feeders at the Restaurante Bambi.  

European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis parva 

A few birds were seen in the plantation at Costa Calma on the 15th. 

Common Linnet Acanthis cannabina meadewaldoi and harterti 

A. c. meadewaldoi was seen in very small numbers at Punta de Teno on the 11th. 

A. c. harterti was seen in the plantation at Costa Calma on Fuerteventura on the 15th and heard at La Lajita the 

following day. 

Trumpeter Finch Bucanetes githagineus amantum 

We saw this species daily on Fuerteventura with our best views in the Barranco de La Torre and a maximum of 

about twenty on the 17th. 

 

EMBERIZIDAE 

 

Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra 

The only record on this tour was of three birds seen by Peter on La Gomera on the 12 th but unfortunately they 

were on roadside wires where it was impossible to stop the vehicles.  

 

Butterflies 

Canary Island Large White Pieris cheiranthi 

One of this endemic species was seen at Mirador Lagrimonas on the 11th. 

Small White Pieris rapae 

A fairly common species recorded on five dates during the tour. 

Monarch Danaus plexippus 

Recorded in small numbers from all the islands we visited. 

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 

One was seen on Fuerteventura on the 14th. 

Canary Red Admiral Vanessa vulcania 

Also recorded on Fuerteventura with singles on the 15th and 16th. 
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Painted Lady Vanessa cardui 

We recorded this species on four dates, one on Tenerife at Las Galletas on the 10th and then three consecutive 

dates on Fuerteventura. 

Canary Blue Cyclyrius webbianus 

This endemic species was seen by two fortunate members of the group at Restaurant Bambi on the 12 th. 

Geranium Bronze Cacyreus marshalli 

Singles were seen around the hotel Sol Gorriones on the 14th and 15th. 

Lang’s Short-tailed Blue Leptotes pirithous 

Four were seen in the grounds of the hotel on Fuerteventura on the 16th. 

Dragonflies 

Sahara Bluetail Ischnura saharensis 

Two, a male and female, were found in the barranco at Vega de Rio Palmas on the 15th. 

Blue Emperor Anax imperator 

A fairly common species seen on all islands visited.  

Lesser Emperor Anax parthenope 

At least two were seen along the Vega de Rio Palmas barranco on the 15th. 

Broad Scarlet Croccothemis erythraea 

This species was seen on two dates on Fuerteventura, the 14th and at Vega de Rio Palmas on the 15th. 

Epaulet Skimmer Orthetrum chrysostigma 

Another species only recorded from the barranco at Vega de Rio Palmas on the 15 th. 

Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii 

First seen at Amarilla Golf on Tenerife on the 10th and then on Fuerteventura on the 14th and 15th. 

Mammals 

Common Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncates 

This species was seen from the ferry on the 12th on the crossing to La Gomera. 

Short-beaked Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis 

A small pod was seen on the crossing from La Gomer to Tenerife on the 12 th. 

Short-finned Pilot Whale Globicephala macrorhynchus 

We saw this species on both ferry crossings on the 12th, with some good views on the return crossing. 

Barbary Ground Squirrel Atlantoxerus getulus 

A fairly common introduced species on Fuerteventura where it was seen almost daily. 

European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus 

This species was seen every time we entered the desert plain behind Costa Calma. 

Reptiles & Amphibians  

Stripeless Tree Frog Hyla meridionalis 

As with the spring trip this species was found only in the barranco at Vega de Rio Palmas on the 15 th. 

Eastern Canary Gecko Tarentola angustimentalis 

The only record for this trip was one caught by Paul at Rosa de Catalina Garcia on the 16th. 

Tenerife Gecko Tarentola delalandii 

We saw this species regularly on the walls of the Finca Salamanca, our hotel on Tenerife.  
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Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica 

Tenerife Lizard Gallotia galloti 

A common and widespread species on Tenerife but not very obvious on this trip as the weather wasn’t good for 

lizards on most days, still we saw it on a couple of dates. 

Atlantic Lizard Gallotia atlantica 

Quite a common species but most views were a quick glimpse before disappearing into a bush. 

Plants (*** = Canary Island endemic; **  = Atlantic Island endemic; *   = Island endemic) 

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES   

      

Adiantaceae Maidenhair Fern Family   

Adiantum reniforme** Kidney-leaved Fern Monte les Mercedes 

      

Aspleniaceae Spleenwort Family   

Asplenium hemionitis** Mule's fern Monte les Mercedes 

      

Blechnaceae Hard Fern Family   

Woodwardia radicans** Chain Fern La Gomera 

      

Davalliaceae Hare's-foot Fern Family   

Davallia canariensis** Hare's-foot Fern Monte les Mercedes 

      

Dennstaedtiaceae Bracken Family   

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken La Gomera 

      

PINOPSIDA CONIFERS   

      

Pinaceae Pine Family   

Pinus canariensis*** Canary Islands Pine Las Lajias 

      

MAGNOLIOPSIDA FLOWERING PLANTS   

      

Amaranthaceae Pigweed Family   

Achyranthes aspera Devil's Coach-whip Las Galletas 

      

Apiaceae Carrot Family   

Astydamia latifolia (leaves) Canary Samphire Punto de Teno 

Daucus carota Wild carrot Punto de Teno 

Foeniculum vulgare Fennel Punto de Teno 

      

Aquifoliaceae Holly Family   

Ilex canariensis*** Canary Island Holly La Gomera 

Ilex perado subsp. platyphylla** Broad-leaved Holly Monte les Mercedes 

     

Araliaceae Ivy Family   

Hedera canariensis*** Canary Ivy La Gomera 

      

Asclepiadaceae Milkweed family   

Caralluma burchardii*** - Castillio de Lara 

Ceropegia dichotoma*** Tenerife Wax Plant Punto de Teno 

Ceropegia fusca*** - Near Amarilla Golf Complex 

Periploca laevigata*** - Punto de Teno 
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Asteraceae Daisy Family   

Argyranthemum gracile***   Las Galletas 

Artemisia (thuscula) canariensis *** - Punto de Teno 

Cheirolophus burchardii* Teno Knapweed Punto de Teno 

Cheirolophus teydis* Teide Knapweed Below Teide 

Kleinia neriifolia*** Canary Islands Candle Plant Las Galletas 

Launaea arborescens Barbed-Wire Bush La Gomera 

Naupilus sericeus - N of Pajara 

Pericallis steetzii* Gomeran Cineraria La Gomera 

Schizogyne sericea*** Canary Samphire Las Galletas 

Silybum marianum Milk Thistle N of Pajara 

Sonchus acaulis*** Stemless Sow-thistle   

Sonchus congestus*** Anaga Sow-thistle Mirador de Lagrimona 

Vieraea laevigata*** Tenerife Samphire Punto de Teno 

      

Aizoaceae Dewplant Family   

Aizoon canariensis - Jandia Penninsula 

      

Boraginaceae Borage Family   

Echium acanthocarpum* Gomeran Bugloss La Gomera 

Echium plantagineum Purple Viper's-bugloss Vega de Rio Palmas 

Echium wildpretii* Teide Bugloss Below Teide 

Heliotropium bacciferum Heliotrope Costa Calma Desert 

      

Brassicaceae Cabbage Family   

Parolimia intermedia - Punto de Teno 

      

Cactaceae Cactus Family   

Opuntia dellinii - Las Galletas 

      

Caprifoliaceae Honeysuckle Family   

Viburnum rigidum*** Canary Island Guelder Rose Monte les Mercedes 

      

Chenopodiaceae Goosefoot Family   

Aslsola divaricata - Las Salinas Golf Complex 

Salsola vermiculata - Barranco de la Torre 

Traganum moguinii - Barranco de la Torre 

      

Convolvulaceae Bindweed Family   

Convolvulus caput-medusae*** Dwarf Sea Bindweed Costa Calma Desert 

Ipomoea purpurea Purple Morning Glory Costa de Silencio 

      

Cucurbitaceae White Bryony Family   

Citrullus colocynthis - Barranco de la Torre 

      

Ericaceae Heather Family   

Arbutus canariensis*** Canary Strawberry Tree Anaga 

Erica arborea Tree Heather La Gomera 

      

Euphorbiaceae Spurge Family   

Euphorbia aphylla*** Leafless Spurge Punto de Teno 

Euphorbia balsamifera*** - Punto de Teno 

Euphorbia canariensis*** Canary Island Cactus-spurge Las Galletas 

Euphorbia handiensis* - Jandia Penninsula 

Euphorbia regis-jubae*** Common Canary Spurge N of Pajara 
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Ricinus communis Castor Oil Plant Los Silos 

      

Fabaceae Pea Family   

Bitumaria bituminosa Pitch Trefoil La Gomera 

Ononis natrix Yellow rest Harrow Costa Calma Desert 

      

Fagaceae Beech Family   

Castenea sativa Sweet Chestnut La Gomera 

      

Lamiaceae Dead-nettle Family   

Lavandula buchii* - Punto de Teno 

Salvia aegyptica - Jandia Penninsula 

Saturja varia - La Gomera 

      

Lauraceae Laurel Family   

Apollonias barbujana Canary Laurel La Gomera 

Laurus (azorica) novocanariensis** Azores Laurel La Gomera 

      

Malvaceae Mallow Family   

Lavatera acerifolia*** Canary Tree Mallow Punto de Teno 

Malva sylvestris Common Mallow La Gomera 

      

Plumbaginaceae Thrift Family   

Limonium fruticans* Tenerife Sea Lavender Punto de Teno 

      

Polygonaceae Dock Family   

Rumex canariensis Canary Dock Punto de Teno 

      

Ranunculaceae Buttercup Family   

Ranunculus cortusifolius* Atlantic Islands Buttercup Monte les Mercedes 

      

Rosaceae Rose Family   

Marcetella moquiniana*** Red Shrubby Burnet Mirador de Lagrimona 

Rubus bollei - La Gomera 

      

Rubiaceae Bedstraw Family   

Plocama pendula*** Balo Near Amarilla Golf Complex 

      

Salicaceae Willow Family   

Salix canariensis** Canary Willow La Gomera 

      

Scrophulariaceae Figwort Family   

Scrophularia arguta - Below Teide 

      

Solanaceae Nightshade Family   

Datura innoxia - Las Galletas 

Lycium intricatum - Punto de Teno 

Nicotiana glauca Shrub Tobacco Las Chaferas 

      

Tamarixaceae Tamarisk Family   

Tamarix canariensis Canary Tamarisk Barranco de la Torre 

      

Urticaeae Nettle Family   

Forsskaolea angustifolia** Narrow-leaved Forskaolea Los Silos 

Gesnouinia arborea** Tree Pellitory La Gomera 
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LILIIDAE 

      

Alliaceae Onion Family   

Pancratium canariense Canary Sea Daffodil Punto de Teno 

      

Araceae Arum Family   

Arisarum vulgare Friar's Cowl Monte les Mercedes 

      

Arecaceae Palm Family   

Phoenix canariensis*** Canary Palm La Gomera 

      

Asparagaceae Asparagus Family   

Agave americana Century Plant Naturalised at Las Galletas 

Asparagus arborescens - Punto de Teno 

      

Cyperaceae Sedge Family   

Carex divulsa Grey Sedge La Gomera 

      

Juncaceae Rush Family   

Juncus acutus Sharp Rush Vega de Rio Palmas 

      

Orchidaceae Orchid Family   

Gennaria diphylla (leaves) Gennaria La Gomera 

Habenaria tridactylites*** Canary Twayblade La Gomera 

      

Poaceae Grass Family   

Arundo donax Great Reed La Gomera 

Cenchrus ciliaris Buffle Grass Tenerife Sud Airport 

Digitaria sanguinalis Hairy Finger-grass La Gomera 

Hyparrhenia hirta - Vega de Rio Palmas 

Pennisetum setaceum - Las Chaferas 

Polypogon monspeliensis Annual Beard-grass Barranco de la Torre 

Setaria verticillata Rough Bristle-grass Las Chaferas 

      

Typhaceae Bulrush Family   

Typha angustifolius Lesser Bulrush Barranco de la Torre 

      

Xanthorrhoeaceae Aspodel Family   

Aloe vera - Planted at Airport 

Dracaena draco** Dragon Tree Planted at Airport 

 


