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Tour Leader:   Tony Clarke 

 
Participants:    Roger Kay 

Colin Miller 

Leoni Peploe 

Mike Stower 

Jane Stower 

Julian Taylor 

Josie Toole 

Day 1 Saturday 9th November 

The trip began around mid-day with the arrival of flights on Fuerteventura. Once loaded we started driving south 

but Colin soon had us turning around as he spotted a Plain Swift flying over the exotic vegetation at the southern 

end of the airport close to the village of El Matorral. This was the first of this species for the trip and little did we 

know that it would also be the last. It was seen in association with two hirundine species, a Barn Swallow and a 

House Martin but that was all of note. We continued south to Salinas del Carmen where we were supposed to 

have lunch but the Los Caracolitos Resaurante was rather surprisingly closed. Continuing, our next stop was in 

Costa Calma where we found somewhere for lunch before checking in at the hotel Sol Gorriones, our base for 

the next three nights.  

 

In the late afternoon we started our exploration of the desert area behind Costa Calma. The first species 

recorded here was Black-bellied Sandgrouse and then Tony had brief views of a solitary Houbara Bustard and a 

single Stone-curlew but both of these vanished as quickly as they appeared, and we also spotted a small group of 

about ten Lesser Short-toed Larks. 

Day 2 Sunday 10th November 

Our first full day on Fuerteventura began with a pre-breakfast excursion on to the plain behind Costa Calma but 

it was very birdless this morning and it took us about an hour before we saw our first species, a Great Grey 

Shrike. We saw three shrikes in total but that was all we received for our efforts, a little disappointing to miss 

Houbara Bustard yet again. So after breakfast we were back in the desert again - was this going to be third time 

lucky? Initial signs weren’t good but then Jane shouted to stop. A couple of nice Cream-coloured Coursers were 

running around quite close to the vehicle giving us some good views as they went about their business. The blue-

grey crown and nape with the white and black stripes below really is a striking feature. Not long after leaving 

these birds behind another shout went up, “there’s one”, this time it was Colin indicating that he could see a 

Houbara Bustard. Fortunately this one was a lot closer than the one seen by Tony yesterday and was easy for 

everyone to get on to as it strolled around the desert with its majestic gait. The views were excellent and even 

though we had worked hard it was no less enjoyable to see this superb bird for so long and at such short range. 

Moving on from here we continued through the inland to Pajara where we stopped for an early lunch.  
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Continuing en route after our snack we arrived at the lookout above the dry reservoir of Embalse de Las Peñitas. 

This was the only place where we saw the introduced Barbary Ground Squirrel, about fifteen animals showed an 

interest when Tony threw out a few crisps. Mind you so did a couple of Northern Ravens, a couple of 

Berthelot’s Pipits and a Spanish Sparrow all of which were very popular with the photographers. Just a little 

further along the FV30 we turned off through Vega de Rio Palmas and parked in the small car park where the 

footpath along the Barranco de Las Peñitas begins. We had only gone a short way down the barranco before we 

met with Bob Swann who told us he had just seen a Yellow-browed Warbler in the adjacent Tamarisks. Whilst 

waiting to see if the bird returned we were treated to some great views of both male and female Canary Islands 

Stonechats, African Blue Tits and Sardinian Warblers. When the Yellow-browed reappeared it was loosely 

associating with another much more numerous migrant, a Common Chiffchaff. The Yellow-browed showed 

very well at times giving us ample opportunity to observe the characteristic double wing-bars and yellow 

supercillium both features key to the identification of this species. This barranco is one of the most beautiful 

natural spots on Fuerteventura and one of the few natural springs on the island. It is also a great site for 

Dragonflies and we recorded Blue Emperor, Broad Scarlet, Epaulet Skimmer and Red-veined Darter all within a 

very short period of time. We were able to observe all these species very well and at close range and also found a 

few Stripeless Tree Frogs roosting in the small stand of reeds in the middle of the track.  

 

By now time was getting on and we began our drive back to the hotel but we still had time for a couple of stops 

on the way. The first was in the inland section of the Barranco de Rio Cabras where we were looking for 

Laughing Dove, we didn’t locate any but Bob (who arrived after us) did flush a few as he walked down after we’d 

driven through the same area but all we managed for our efforts were some good views of another Canary 

Islands Stonechat. The final location visited today was the coastal section of the Barranco de La Torre where 

both adult Egyptian Vultures were present on the small cliff near to the nest site. This was a fine end to a great 

day in the field. 

Day 3 Monday 11th November 

Today we headed south into the National Park of Jandia where we soon located the rare, endangered and 

localised plant Euphorbia handiensis. This plant fills an ecological niche and for water retention the leaves are 

reduced to sharp spines giving the plant the general appearance of a cactus. Whilst looking at the plants near to 

where we could park we noticed that one was in flower, these were really rather underwhelming and just a couple 

of millimetres across. Back on the eastern side of Morro Jable we stopped again this time to observe the 

introduced Monk Parakeets that were rather subdued and quiet this morning, also here there were six Cattle 

Egrets on the large roundabout in front of the rather rundown zoo at the Stella Canaris. Moving on we checked 

the area around the unkempt golf course inland from the Stella Canaris where there were many Cattle Egrets and 

five Song Thrushes along with many Painted Ladies and a few African Grass Blues.  

 

We then went to Risco del Paso on the coast just south of our hotel where despite the many people on the beach 

we soon located a fairly large group of waders on the sand. These included at least eighty Kentish Plovers, 

twenty Common Ringed Plovers, three Dunlin, a couple of Sanderling and a winter plumaged Grey Plover. Also 

on the edge of the beach and perched on top of the vegetation was a fine male Fuerteventura Chat. The final 

location for the morning was the plantation at Costa Calma but we saw nothing in our half hour wander.  
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After lunch we headed north a short distance to La Lajita where we soon located our target species, the recent 

coloniser from Africa, Laughing Dove. We saw about five of these small doves at what is the most reliable 

location on Fuerteventura for this species. Whilst exploring the area we drove along a dry vegetated gully and 

came across an unprecedented number of butterflies including a few Monarchs, two Plain Tigers, two plus Red 

Admirals, lots of Painted Ladies, a few African Grass Blues and a couple of Clouded Yellows. Finally we went 

for another drive through the Costa Calma plain but the only species of major interest was a single Cream-

coloured Courser. Returning to the hotel everyone had a couple of hours at leisure to swim, walk on the beach or 

just relax.   

Day 4 Tuesday 12th November 

Our last day on Fuerteventura began with a visit to the inland section of the Barranco de La Torre where we had 

our best views on the tour of Spectacled Warbler whilst a quick look at the private dam here gave us our only 

Black-winged Stilts of the trip, a group of seven birds. The next location for the day was the small pond on the 

Salinas de Antigua Golf. As soon as we arrived it was obvious that there were two diving ducks on the water, 

one of these was an eclipse male Tufted Duck whilst the other was easily identified as a juvenile Ring-necked 

Duck, a rare visitor from North America. The features used in the identification included the peak on the rear of 

the crown and the shape of the pale area at the base of the bill giving this species a very distinctive head shape 

and facial pattern. There were also three Eurasian Teal on the same pond but that was all and we had a quick 

look at the other pond on the course where the only thing of note was a Whimbrel.  

 

Moving on our main destination for the day was the reservoir Embalse de Los Molinos. By the entrance track 

there is a goat farm and here we were able to observe a nice group of Trumpeter Finches including a couple of 

nice males with their red beaks, grey head and pink rump. As we approached the dam wall we got some superb 

views of four Egyptian Vultures, two adults and two immatures, and then on the reservoir itself there were at 

least eighty Ruddy Shelducks, more than fifty Eurasian Coots, the only Little Ringed Plover of the trip, four 

Green Sandpipers and five Eurasian Teal. The final destination for Fuerteventura was the coastal habitat at 

Salinas del Carmen where from the Restaurante Caracolitas we saw a few Ruddy Turnstones, a couple of Lesser 

Black-backed Gulls and four Sandwich Terns. We also had our lunch here which as always was excellent and 

gave us some nice leisure time before catching our flight across to Tenerife.  

 

Once on Tenerife and having collected our new minibus and dealt with Roger’s mistakenly taken suitcase there 

wasn’t any time remaining to do anything other than check-in to our base for the next few nights, the hotel Finca 

Salamanca.   

Day 5 Wednesday 13th November 

Our first full day on Tenerife started with a visit to the forest of Anaga at the picnic area at Llanos de Los Viejos. 

The usual noise level from a crowd of locals enjoying a barbeque was seemingly keeping the resident forest birds 

away. Unusual for it to be so noisy on a week day but we did manage to see a couple of the distinctive local form 

of Common Chaffinch on the edge of the picnic area and a Canary Island Robin at the edge of the car park. The 

Chaffinch differs in having peach coloured face and breast and blue upperparts and the Robin has a deeper, 

redder, but less extensive coloured breast with a bolder eye-ring and more extensive grey shawl.  
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The next location we visited was the Tejina Ponds, this area is rarely visited by tour groups but having consulted 

Reservoir Birds and Rare Birds Spain it was clear that a visit was justified as there was a very rare species present 

on the first of the ponds. We arrived and after a quick scan we soon located our quarry, a Wilson’s Snipe, the 

North American equivalent of the European Common Snipe. This species is very difficult to identify but 

fortunately the finders had already done the job successfully using a series of very good photos showing all the 

details of the underwing and the tail feathers as well as the general plumage. We watched the bird for a while 

before it disappeared from view into the long vegetation at the end of the pond. Moving on our next stop was 

the Embalse de Valle Molina which was relatively birdless except for three Eurasian Teal and a single Common 

Greenshank. The next destination on the list for today was the roadside pull in at the Mirador La Grimona. 

Although our target species here, the Laurel Pigeon, was not as forthcoming as we would have liked we did see a 

couple of birds rather briefly.  

 

Continuing westwards along the north coast we got to Buenavista where we stopped for our picnic lunch in the 

small roadside recreation area on the way to Punta de Teno. The road along the cliff to Punta de Teno is 

currently closed because of the danger from falling rocks and having spoken to the men monitoring access to the 

area it is unlikely to be opened in the near future. This is a real pity as this area is one of the richest botanically on 

Tenerife and some of the species can not be seen elsewhere. However with the use of the telescope we were able 

to see one endemic species which is in flower at this time of year, Pancratium canariense, or the Canary Sea 

Daffodil. Also here we discovered the main surprise for the day which was a fine adult light phase Booted Eagle, 

a scarce visitor to the Canary Islands which can be seen at any time of year but most frequently in the winter 

months.  

 

Retracing our route back to the hotel we made a quick visit to the Buenavista Golf Course but there was not a 

lot in evidence so we continued to the small artificial water tanks at Los Silos. As usual at this time of year we 

encountered a large number of Eurasian Coot plus a single Tufted Duck and a single Common Greenshank. The 

last stop for the day was a return visit to the Mirador La Grimona where we all saw a couple more Laurel 

Pigeons, a fitting climax to another good day in the field. 

Day 6 Thursday 14th November 

Up early this morning as we were heading over to the neighbouring island of La Gomera and in order to do this 

we needed to catch the ferry from Los Cristianos. The crossing from Tenerife across to San Sebastian de La 

Gomera was average for this time of year with some great views of Cory’s Shearwaters. On this crossing we also 

had some reasonable views of Short-finned Pilot Whale and some rather brief and less than satisfactory views of 

three Common Bottlenose Dolphins. Once on shore we made a brief visit to the town park in San Sebastian but 

there was little in evidence here and so we moved inland. As we drove up the Barranco de La Villa the weather 

started to deteriorate and once through the tunnel that crossed from the drier southern side of the island, with a 

predominance of Euphorbia, to the northern side, where the laurel forest was much in evidence, there was a 

patchy light drizzle beginning to fall. Our first stop which was just outside the boundary of the Garajonay 

National Park almost immediately gave us some very good flight views of Laurel Pigeon. Whilst the weather held 

off we were treated to some superb views of this species both perched and in display flight and we also saw a 

couple of Bolle’s Pigeons, one of these was perched and seen well through the telescope by everyone.  
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By now the weather was closing in as we headed higher in to the national park and higher into the cloud to the 

Mirador El Rejo. It soon became clear that the weather was going to beat us as visibility was severely decreased 

and it was still raining. As no one really wanted to have our picnic lunch in the rain we drove back to the 

outskirts of San Sebastian where the weather was somewhat better. At this roadside stop we got our first Canary 

Islands Blue Tits for the trip, a fly by Plain Tiger butterfly and a couple of Boettger’s Lizards Gallotia caesaris.  

 

In the afternoon we returned to the National Park but the weather hadn’t improved much so all we did was a 

quick visit to La Laguna Grande where we saw a couple of Common Chaffinches and heard a Tenerife Kinglet 

but couldn’t locate it. We then tried the Mirador de Los Roques but this was hopeless, we couldn’t even see the 

Roque Agando which is a large volcanic plug just a short distance from the lookout. So continuing on we tried 

the road down to Playa Santiago which although the rain had eased was dry Euphorbia scrub and the only 

species of note was Barbary Partridge which we heard calling in the distance. We continued on our small circular 

route and returned to San Sebastian to await our departure back to Tenerife. The return crossing was very similar 

to the outbound one with good views of both Cory’s Shearwater and Short-finned Pilot Whale. 

Day 7 Friday 15th November 

The penultimate day of the tour and we were to spend most of it at altitude as we had one glaring omission from 

the trip list and that was probably the most wanted of all, the famous Blue Chaffinch. We took the road from 

Arafo towards Mount Teide and our first stop was the visitors centre at Las Portillas where we had half an hour 

to explore the displays and gardens. Moving on a short distance the next stop was at the restaurant in the small 

community of Las Cañadas just inside the national park boundary. The bar leaves out food and water for the 

local birds and is sometimes a good place to see Blue Chaffinch but today all we managed was great views of 

both Atlantic Canary and Canary Blue Tit. We then drove through the caldera of the Las Cañadas National Park 

taking in the breath-taking scenery; the lava flows are really spectacular. On the way back down the mountain on 

the road to Vilaflor we turned off into the Zona Recreativa de Las Lajas where we were to have our picnic lunch 

among the native pine trees Pinus canariensis, the habitat of the Blue Chaffinch. We checked the drinking pool 

where there was little activity but that applied to the whole area so we decided to have our lunch. Whilst eating 

we heard a Blue Chaffinch approach the picnic area but we could not see the bird concerned.  

 

This pattern continued after lunch but eventually a small group of four birds were located in the pine trees close 

to where we had taken our picnic! We could clearly see the large, silver-grey bill, the two wing-bars, slaty-blue 

plumage and its large size, the views were excellent. This species was undoubtedly one of the highlights of the 

trip - they were difficult to locate this time, however they came good in the end. We left the picnic area and 

continued down the mountain back to sea level and called in to Amarilla Golf and went looking for the reported 

Spotted Sandpiper. We did see three Eurasian Spoonbills, six Little Egrets and a Common Greenshank but there 

was no sign of the previously documented Spotted Sandpiper. 

Day 8 Saturday 16th November 

The final day of the tour saw a few of us seeing in the dawn at the Zona Recreativa Los Frailes in our final quest 

for a Tenerife Kinglet. Nobody had told the birds that they should have got up at dawn and after some initial 

activity from a couple of Common Blackbirds and a calling Blue Chaffinch an eerie stillness and silence returned 

to the surrounding pine forest.  
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Our goal eluded us but stops on the way back to the hotel yielded Atlantic Canary, Canary Blue Tit and Canary 

Islands Chiffchaff, but now it was time for a quick breakfast, some last minute packing and departure to the 

Reina Sofia airport for the flights back to the UK. The first to be dropped were Colin and Leoni for their flight 

back to Gatwick. We now had a couple of hours to kill so went back to the dam at Amarilla Golf to have 

another look for the Spotted Sandpiper but the result was the same as yesterday, not there. We did see the three 

European Spoonbills again, eight Little Egrets and a Common Moorhen. We then switched our attentions to the 

neighbouring course of Golf del Sur but the dam here is difficult to view and today the water level was very low. 

The various ornamental waterfowl were seen well but that was about it. Whilst returning to the vehicle Tony 

identified two Island Darters only found on the Canary Islands and Madeira. He also made a call to a friend who 

informed us we should check the Marina for the Spotted Sandpiper. We soon relocated and after a short while 

we found the bird on a rocky spit associating with about ten Ringed Plover and six Ruddy Turnstones. It was 

easy to see the short tail, yellow legs and heavily barred coverts but it was continually on the move so seeing the 

pale base to the bill was rather difficult.  

 

By now it was time to take Mike, Jane, Roger and Julian to the airport just leaving Josie and Tony. We went and 

had a look at the coastal habitat at Las Galletas but the tide was in and the reef was fully submerged so that was 

it for today. We finished off with a nice lunch at Casa Pedro before returning to the airport for our check-in.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Birds  

PHASIANIDAE 

Barbary Partridge Alectoris barbara 

Our first evidence of this species was when we heard one or two birds in the Barranco de Santiago, La Gomera 

on the 14th and then we saw two birds along the road from Arafo towards Mount Teide the following day. 

 

ANATIDAE  

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 

This species was only recorded on Fuerteventura where a couple of birds were seen by Julian on the beach 

between Risco del Paso and our hotel, the Sol Gorriones. Then the following day, the 12th, we visited the 

reservoir Embalse de Los Molinos where we saw about eighty of these birds at the island stronghold for this 

species. 

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca 

We saw this species on both Fuerteventura and Tenerife. There were about five birds at Embalse de Los 

Molinos and three at the Salinas de Antigua Golf on Fuerteventura and then three were at the Embalse de Valle 

Molina on Tenerife. 

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 

One was found with the following species at Salinas de Antigua Golf on Fuerteventura and then another was 

found at Los Silos on Tenerife. 

Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris 

The group found an immature on the pond at the Salinas de Antigua Golf on the morning of the 12th. It was 

identified by the combination of head shape, with a peak to the rear crown, and the distinctive facial pattern. 

 

PROCELLARIIDAE 

Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea 

The only birds seen were on the ferry crossings from Tenerife to La Gomera. 

 

THRESKIORNITHIDAE 

Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 

Julian saw two birds on the beach between Risco del Paso and the Sol Gorriones on the 11th, Colin saw one at 

the Finca Salamanca on the 13th and then we all saw three birds at the Amarilla Golf pond on the 15th and 16th. 

 

ARDEIDAE 

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

One was seen at El Matorral on the 9th and about forty at Vinamar on the 11th, both locations on Fuerteventura. 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

This species was recorded on five dates during the tour with a maximum of three on any single date. 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

During the tour we recorded this bird on both Fuerteventura and Tenerife with a maximum of eight at Amarilla 

Golf on the 16th. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Threskiornithidae
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ACCIPITRIDAE 

Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus majorensis 

This species was only recorded on Fuerteventura where we saw two adults at the Barranco de La Torre on the 

10th and then two adults and two immatures at Embalse de Los Molinos on the 12th. 

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus granti 

The only record for the tour was a single bird seen at Mirador La Grimona, Tenerife on the 13th. 

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo insularum 

This endemic subspecies was seen on all the main islands visited with a maximum of ten on Tenerife on the 13th.  

 

FALCONIDAE 

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus dacotiae and canariensis 

These endemic subspecies were both recorded in reasonable numbers during the tour. 

Barbary Falcon Falco pelegrinoides 

One at Embalse de Los Molinos, Fuerteventura on the 12th was the only record for the tour. 

 

OTIDAE 

Houbara Bustard Chlamydotis undulata fuertaventurae 

One was seen by Tony during our first visit to the Costa Calma plain but this bird had disappeared before 

anyone else could see it. Fortunately the one found the following day by Colin was much closer and could be 

seen by everyone. 

 

RALLIDAE 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

This species was recorded on four dates with a maximum of about twenty on the 13th. 

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 

Maximum concentration was at Embalse de Los Molinos on Fuerteventura where more than fifty birds were 

present. 

 

BURHINIDAE 

Eurasian Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus 

The only record was one seen distantly and briefly by Tony on the Costa Calma plain on the 9th. A few were 

heard from the hillside to the south of the hotel on the same evening. 

 

RECURVIROSTRIDAE 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

Seven were seen on the small dam along the inland section of the Barranco de La Torre on the 12th. 

 

CHARADRIIDAE 

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 

The only record for the trip was one at Risco del Paso, Fuerteventura on the 11th. 

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 

One at Salinas del Carmen, Fuerteventura on the 9th, at least ten at Risco del Paso on the 11th and finally about 

ten around the marina at Amarilla Golf, Tenerife on the final morning. 
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Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 

A single bird was at Embalse de Los Molinos on the 12th. 

Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus 

A large group of at least eighty birds was on the beach at Risco del Paso, Fuerteventura on the 11th. 

 

SCOLOPACIDAE 

Wilson’s Snipe Gallinago delicate 

A single bird of this species was seen at Tejina Ponds on Tenerife on the 13th. This looks likely to be accepted as 

the first record for Spain of this North American vagrant although there is a previous record from Tenerife. 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 

The only one for the trip was at the Salinas de Antigua Golf on the 12th. 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

One at the Barranco de La Torre, one at Embalse de Valle Molina and one at Amarilla Golf were the only 

records for the trip.  

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 

Four were seen at Embalse de Los Molinos, Fuerteventura on the 12th. 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 

Four at Tejina Ponds and two at Buenavista Golf on the 13th were the only records fo the tour. 

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia 

A juvenile of this North American species was seen well at the marina on Amarilla Golf on the final morning. 

The short tail, yellow legs, heavily barred wing coverts and pink base to the bill were all seen well. 

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 

Small groups of eight and six were seen at Salinas del Carmen and the Amarilla Golf marina respectively. 

Sanderling Calidris alba 

Eight birds were at Risco del Paso on Fuerteventura. 

Dunlin Calidris alpine 

The only birds seen were three at Risco del Paso on Fuerteventura. 

 

GLAREOLIDAE 

Cream-coloured Courser Cursorius cursor 

A rather poor showing on the tour this time around with just three birds being seen on the 10th and then one the 

following day, all birds were on the Costa Calma plain. 

 

LARIDAE 

Atlantic Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis atlantis 

We saw this species daily throughout the tour. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 

This winter visitor was seen on three dates, two on Fuerteventura and the other on Tenerife at the harbour in 

Los Cristianos. 

 

STERNIDAE 

Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 

One off Barranco de La Torre on the 10th and then four off Salinas del Carmen on the 12th were the only 

records. 
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Common Tern Sterna hirundo 

The only record for the trip was a solitary bird off Barranco de La Torre on the 10th. 

 

PTEROCLIDIDAE 

Black-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis 

We only saw this species on our first visit to the Costa Calma plain on the 9th when we observed three birds at 

close range but only very briefly. 

 

COLUMBIDAE 

Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon) Columba livia 

The Feral form was recorded daily but some pure looking Rock Doves were seen on all main islands visited. 

Bolle’s Pigeon Columba bollii 

Two were seen well on La Gomera, one of which everyone got to see through the telescope. 

Laurel Pigeon Columba junoniae 

Four birds were seen at Mirador La Grimona on Tenerife and then about a dozen were seen well on La Gomera 

including a few birds in display flight exposing their broad white terminal band on the tail tip. 

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 

This was a common and widespread species seen daily during the tour. 

Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 

The best place for this species is La Lajita on Fuerteventura and it didn’t let us down on this trip, we saw five 

birds very well, perched, on the ground and in flight. 

 

PSITTACIDAE 

Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus 

About five of these introductions from South America were observed in the grounds of the Dunas Canaris in 

Morro Jable on the 11th.  

 

APODIDAE 

Plain Swift Apus unicolor 

The only record of this species for the tour was a single bird at El Matorral on Fuerteventura. We all have to 

thank Colin for finding this one for us. 

 

PICIDAE 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 

As on most tours our only views of this species were obtained at Las Lajas on Tenerife where we saw at least 

three birds, most in the vicinity of the drinking pool. 

 

LANIIDAE 

Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor koenigi 

This species was recorded daily on Fuerteventura with at least three seen every day. 

 

CORVIDAE 

Northern Raven Corvus corax 

Most numerous on Fuerteventura but we also saw two birds at Las Lajas on Tenerife on the 15th. 
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PARIDAE 

African Blue Tit Cyanistes ultramarinus degener 

Four very showy individuals were in the Barranco de Las Peñitas near Vega de Rio Palmas on Fuerteventura. 

The wing bars were clearly visible as they flitted around the Tamarisks and Palm Trees in the valley bottom. 

Canary Blue Tit Cyanistes teneriffae teneriffae 

The nominate form of this recently elevated species was a common and widespread bird on both Tenerife and 

La Gomera. It was regular in the grounds of our hotel, the Finca Salamanca. 

 

HIRUNDINIDAE 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

One was seen at El Matorral and another around our hotel, the Sol Gorriones, on Fuerteventura. 

House Martin Delichon urbica 

As with the previous species we saw one at El Matorral but there were two around the hotel. 

 

ALAUDIDAE 

Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens 

A small group of about ten birds were seen on the Costa Calma plain on the evening of the 9th and it was heard 

the following day at the same location. 

 

PHYLLOSCOPIDAE 

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 

One was seen in the bushes in the Barranco de Las Peñitas, Fuerteventura on the 10th. 

Canary Islands Chiffchaff Phylloscopus canariensis 

This was a common and widespread species on Tenerife and La Gomera, numerous in the grounds of the hotel 

Finca Salamanca. 

Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus 

On arrival at the Barranco de Las Peñitas we met with Bob Swann who announced that he had just discovered 

this bird in the Tamarisks. After a short wait the bird reappeared and gave us some excellent views only a few 

feet away from us. This is a rare bird in the Canary Islands and Bob has submitted details and a photograph to 

the Spanish Rarities Committee. 

 

SYLVIIDAE 

Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 

A couple of migrants were seen on Fuerteventura but the resident form was present in the grounds of the hotel 

Finca Salamanca, although more often heard than seen. 

Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata orbitalis 

Rather scarce on this tour with just three seen on Fuerteventura. 

Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala 

Three birds were seen very well along the Barranco de Las Peñitas, Fuerteventura on the 10th. 

 

REGULIDAE 

Tenerife Kinglet Regulus teneriffae 

Very difficult to locate on this tour, the usual locations produced calling birds but we couldn’t see them. Even a 

desperation visit to the Zona Recreative Los Frailes on the final morning drew a blank. That’s birding. 
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TURDIDAE 

Common Blackbird Turdus merula 

One migrant bird was seen on Fuerteventura on the 12th. 

Common Blackbird Turdus merula cabrerae 

This endemic subspecies was a fairly common and widespread bird on Tenerife and La Gomera. 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 

We saw this species on two dates on Fuerteventura, one on the 10th at the Barranco de La Torre and then five at 

Vinamar the following day.  

 

MUSCICAPIDAE 

European Robin Erithacus rubecula 

Migrant birds were seen on Fuerteventura with one on the 10th and then two the following day. 

Canary Island Robin Erithacus superbus 

The only one recorded on the tour was at Llano de Los Viejos, Tenerife on the 13th. This bird now seems to be 

getting more support for promotion to full endemic species. 

Canary Islands Stonechat Saxicola dacotiae 

First encountered in the Barranco de Las Peñitas where the views were excellent, also seen in the Barranco de 

Rio Cabras and then the following day at Risco del Paso. 

 

PASSERIDAE 

Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis 

A fairly numerous species on Fuerteventura but not recorded from Tenerife or La Gomera during the tour. 

 

MOTACILLIDAE 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea canariensis 

This endemic subspecies was seen on Tenerife on the 13th and then the following day on La Gomera. 

Berthelot’s Pipit Anthus berthelotii berthelotii 

We saw this near endemic almost daily during the tour, on all islands visited with a maximum of twelve on a 

single date. 

 

FRINGILLIDAE 

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs tintillon 

Two of this very distinctive subspecies were seen in the picnic area at Llano de Los Viejos on Tenerife and then 

the following day about half a dozen at La Laguna Grande on La Gomera. 

Blue Chaffinch Fringilla teydea 

This was undoubtedly one of the highlights of the tour but it took some hard work to locate at the best site on 

Tenerife, the recreation area of Las Lajas.  

Atlantic Canary Serinus canaria 

We saw this species daily whilst on Tenerife, it was regular in the grounds of the hotel Finca Salamanca but the 

best views were on the feeders at the bar in Las Cañadas on the 15th. 

European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis parva 

Four were seen in the Barranco de Las Peñitas on Fuerteventura and it was heard the following day in the 

plantation at Costa Calma.  
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Common Linnet Acanthis cannabina harterti  

This endemic subspecies was seen on Fuerteventura but not well, best views were six that flew past us in the 

Barranco de La Torre. 

Trumpeter Finch Bucanetes githagineus amantum 

Single birds flew in front of our minibus on the 10th and 11th but the only decent views were a group of about 

twenty birds at the goat farm on the entrance road to the Embalse de Los Molinos. 

Butterflies (7 species) 

PIERIDAE 

Small White Artogeia rapae 

This species was seen in small numbers on all of the main islands visited during the tour. 

Clouded Yellow Colias croceus 

Two were seen in the dry vegetated gully at La Lajita on Fuerteventura on the 11th. 

 

LYCAENIDAE 

African Grass Blue Zizeeria knysna 

This was a fairly common species on Fuerteventura . 

 

DANAIDAE 

Monarch Danaus plexippus 

This was a fairly numerous species on Fuerteventura, particularly at La Lajita. 

Plain Tiger Danaus chrysippus 

Two were seen very well at La Lajita on Fuerteventura and one flew past us during our picnic on La Gomera. 

 

NYMPHALIDAE 

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 

Small numbers of this species were recorded on Fuerteventura. 

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui 

A common species on Fuerteventura particularly on the 11th when about fifty were seen, also seen on Tenerife 

and La Gomera. 

Dragonflies (5 species) 

AESHNIDAE 

Blue Emperor Anax imperator 

We recorded this large dragonfly on all of the main islands visited during the tour. 

 

LIBELLULIDAE 

Broad Scarlet Crocothemis eryhraea 

Four were seen along the Barranco de Las Peñitas, Fuerteventura on the 10th. 

Epaulet Skimmer Orthetrum chrysostigma 

The only record was a single individual at the same site as the previous species. 

Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii 

The most numerous and frequently encountered of all the Odonata seen on the tour, seen on all the main islands 

visited. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanessa_atalanta
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Island Darter Sympetrum nigrifemur 

Two of this scarce species were seen near the boundary fence of Golf del Sur, Tenerife on the 16th. 

Mammals (4 species) 

DELPHINIDAE 

Common Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncates 

Three were seen from the ferry to La Gomera on the 14th. 

Short-finned Pilot Whale Globicephala macrorhynchus 

More than twenty of these animals were seen on the same trip as the previous species. 

 

SCIURIDAE 

Barbary Ground Squirrel Atlantoxerus getulus 

About fifteen of these introduced animals were seen around the lookout above the Embalse de Las Peñitas, 

Fuerteventura on the 10th. 

 

ERINACEIDAE 

North African Hedgehog Atelerix algirus 

One was seen crossing the road near to the hotel on Fuerteventura on the evening of the 9th. 

Amphibians & Reptiles 

HYLIDAE 

Stripeless Tree Frog Hyla meridionalis 

A few were seen in a stand of reeds along the Barranco de Las Peñitas on the 10th. 

 

LACERTIDAE 

Tenerife Lizard Gallotia galloti 

A few were seen on Tenerife including a couple of males. 

Fuerteventura Lizard Gallotia atlantica 

A common species which was seen daily on Fuerteventura but it was hard to see well as they quickly dive for 

cover. 

Boettger’s Lizard Gallotia caesaris 

Two of this species were seen on La Gomera in the area where we had our picnic. 

 

GEKKONIDAE 

Tenerife Gecko Tarentola delalandii 

A couple were seen in the grounds of the hotel Finca Salamanca on Tenerife. 

Plants (74 species) 

As this trip was in November the vast majority of the plants were not in flower. 

PTERIDOPHYTES 

 

ADIANTACEAE 

Adiantum reniforme  Kidney-leaved Fern 

A Macaronesian endemic, seen at the back of the picnic area at Llano de Los Viejos 
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PINOPSIDA 

PINACEAE 

Pinus canariensis  Canary Islands Pine 

This Canary Island endemic characterised by its very long needles was common on Tenerife but only at altitude. 

 

MAGNOLIOPSIDA 

AIZOACEAE 

Aizoon canariensis  

Fairly numerous in the Jandia Natural Park, Fuerteventura. 

 

APIACEAE 

Ferula linkii  

The dead heads of this Canary Island endemic were an obvious feature on Tenerife. 

Ferula lancerottensis 

Similar status to the previous species but on Fuerteventura, also a Canary Island endemic. 

 

AQUIFOLIACEAE 

Ilex canariensis  Canary Island Holly 

This Canary Island endemic was seen bordering the car park at Llanos de Los Viejos on Tenerife. 

 

ARALIACEAE 

Hedera canariensis  Canary Ivy 

This Canary Island endemic was easily seen in the forested areas of both Tenerife and La Gomera particularly by 

the Mirador de El Rejo in the Garajonay National Park. 

 

ASCIEPIADACEAE 

Caralluma burchardii  

The only place we recorded this Canary Island endemic was along the access road in to Castillo de Lara on 

Fuerteventura. 

Ceropegia fusca  

This Canary Island endemic was seen by the entrance road to Amarilla Golf on Tenerife. 

Periploca laevigata 

Seen by roadsides on Tenerife, a Canary Islands endemic. 

 

ASTERACEAE 

Andryala pinnatifida  

This Canary Island endemic was seen on the small roadside cliffs driving to Llanos de Los Viejos. 

Argyranthemum broussonetii 

A large example of this species can be seen at the start of the track to the Mirador El Bailadero on La Gomera, 

this is a Canary Island endemic. 

Argyranthemum frutescens 

A Canary Island endemic seen on Tenerife. 

Argyranthemum gracile 

A Tenerife endemic seen at Amarilla Golf. 
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Artemisia canariensis 

First seen near Amarilla Golf on Tenerife, this is a Canary Island endemic. 

Carlina salicifolia  Canary Carline Thistle 

This is a fairly common species on Tenerife and a Macaronesian endemic. 

Cheirolophus teydis  Teide Knapweed  

A common plant in the Las Cañadas National Park, Tenerife, this is a Canary Island endemic. 

Kleinia neriifolia  Canary Island Candle Plant 

This Canary Island endemic is a common plant on all islands visited. 

Launaea arborescens  Barbed-Wire Bush 

A common plant at lower elevations of all the islands visited. 

Pericallis steetzii  

Found by the roadside at the Mirador El Rejo on La Gomera, a Gomeran endemic. 

Schizogyne sericea  Canary Samphire  

This is a common plant on all the islands, a Macaronesian endemic. 

Sonchus congestus  Anaga Sow-thistle 

This plant was seen in the Anaga forest along the road to Llanos de Los Viejos, a Canary Island endemic. 

Sonchus hierrensis 

Seen along the road in the Garajonay National Park, on the cliffs near to the Mirador El Rejo, a Canary Island 

endemic. 

 

BORAGINACEAE 

Echium acanthocarpum  Gomeran Bugloss 

The Mirador El Rejo II is a good location for this species, it is a Gomeran endemic. 

Echium giganteum  Giant White Bugloss 

Found growing on the opposite side of the road to the Mirador Lagrimona on Tenerife 

Echium virescens  Tenerife Viper’s Bugloss 

Seen along the roadsides from Arafo towards Mount Teide, a Tenerife endemic. 

Echium wildpretii  Teide Bugloss 

The dead flower spikes were still easy to see on Mount Teide, a Canary Island endemic. 

 

BRASSICACEAE 

Descurania bourgeauana  

A common plant on Mount Teide and a Canary Island endemic. 

Erysimum scoparium 

One or two plants with an occasional flower were seen in the Las Cañadas National Park, Tenerife. This is a 

Tenerife endemic species. 

 

CACTACEAE 

Opuntia ficus-indicus  Barbary Fig 

This introduced species is present on all the islands visited. 
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CAPRIFOLIACEAE 

Viburnum rigidum  Canary Island Guelder Rose 

This Canary Island endemic was seen in the forests at Llanos de Los Viejos, Tenerife and Garajonay National 

Park, La Gomera. 

 

CHENOPODIACEAE 

Salsola divaricata  

First seen near the coast on the Costa Calma plain on Fuerteventura, a Canary Island endemic species. 

Sueda maritima 

This species was first seen in similar habitat to the previous species. 

 

CISTACEAE 

Cistus monspeliensis  Narrow-leaved Cistus 

A fairly common species among the pine trees around Vilaflor on Tenerife. 

 

CONVOLVULACEAE 

Convolvulus caput-medusae  Dwarf Sea Bindweed 

The only location where we encountered this species was on the Costa Calma plain (La Pared side) on 

Fuerteventura, a Canary Island endemic. 

 

CRASSULACEAE 

Aeonium holochrysum 

We saw this species, a Canary Island endemic, along the road between Arafo and the Mount Teide road. 

Aeonium subplanum  

This plant grows on the small cliff faces along the roadsides on La Gomera opposite the Mirador El Rejo, a La 

Gomera endemic. 

Aeonium urbicum  Giant Houseleek 

The old flower spikes of this species were a common feature in parts of Tenerife, it is a Canary Island endemic. 

Greenovia aurea  Golden Houseleek 

This species was fairly numerous on roadsides near Llanos de Los Viejos, Tenerife, it is a Canary Island endemic. 

Greenovia diplocycla 

This Canary Island endemic was seen on the roadside cliffs on La Gomera. 

 

CUSCUTACEAE 

Cuscuta planiflora  Small-seeded Dodder 

We first encountered this species growing on the shrubs at the entrance to the Barranco de La Torre, 

Fuerteventura. 

 

DIPSACACEAE 

Pterocephalus lasiospermus 

A common species in the Las Cañadas National Park even one or two with flowers remaining, a Tenerife 

endemic. 
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ERICACEAE 

Arbutus canariensis  Canary Islands Strawberry Tree  

One obvious example of this Canary Islands endemic is on the road into the Garajonay National Park on La 

Gomera. 

Erica arborea  Tree Heather 

A common species on both Tenerife and La Gomera. 

 

EUPHORBIACEAE 

Euphorbia balsamifera 

This plant was common in the coastal areas of Tenerife such as Amarilla Golf. 

Euphorbia canariensis 

This species resembles a cactus and is common in the coastal vegetation on Tenerife, a Canary Island endemic. 

Euphorbia handiensis 

This rare plant is only known from a couple of locations on Fuerteventura to which it is endemic. 

Euphorbia regis-jubae 

This plant was seen on Fuerteventura. 

 

FABACEAE 

Adenocarpus viscosus  Teide Sticky Broom 

This is a common plant in the Las Cañadas National Park, Tenerife, and a Canary Island endemic. 

Chamaecytisus proliferus  Tagasaste 

This is a numerous species at mid elevations on Tenerife and La Gomera, and a Canary Island endemic. 

Lotus campylocladus 

The Lotus species found at high altitudes in the Las Cañadas National Park, a Tenerife endemic. 

Lotus lancerottensis 

We saw this species on the Costa Calma plain on Fuerteventura, a Macaronesian endemic. 

Lotus sessilifolius 

This was the species seen around the golf courses on Tenerife, a Canary Island endemic. 

Ononis natrix  Yellow Restharrow 

This was a fairly numerous species on the Costa Calma plain, Fuerteventura. 

Spartocytisus supranubius  Teide White Broom 

This species is a Canary Island endemic, very common within the Las Cañadas National Park. 

Teline canariensis 

This plant was on the roadsides in the vicinity of Llanos de Los Viejos, and is a Canary Island endemic. 

 

GERANIACEAE 

Geranium reuteri  Canary Island Crane’s-bill 

We saw this Canary Islands endemic around the picnic area at Llanos de Los Viejos. 

 

LAMIACEAE 

Lavandula canariensis  Canary Island Lavender 

This Canary Island endemic is a common and widespread species. 

Sideritis lotsyi 

This Canary Island endemic was seen by the car park at the Roque Agando on La Gomera 
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Sideritis oroteneriffae 

This Tenerife endemic is common on the roadside between Arafo and Teide. 

 

LAURACEAE 

Laurus novocanariensis  Canary Island Laurel 

This Macaronesian endemic is fairly common in the forests of the Anaga Peninsula at Llanos de Los Viejos. 

 

OROBANCHACEAE 

Cistanche phelipaea 

Dead heads from last seasons flowers could be seen near to the Hotel Sol Gorriones. 

 

POLYGONACEAE 

Rumex lunaria 

This Canary Island endemic is a common roadside plant particularly on Tenerife and La Gomera. 

 

ROSACEAE 

Bencomia exstipulata 

This rare Canary Island endemic can be seen outside the Teide visitors centre at El Portillo. 

 

RUBIACEAE 

Plocama pendula 

This Canary Island endemic is a common roadside plant on Tenerife 

 

SALICACEAE 

Salix canariensis  Canary Willow 

A Macaronesian endemic, a roadside species in the Garajonay National Park, La Gomera. 

 

SOLANACEAE 

Lycium intricatum 

Native to the islands, common on the plain behind Costa Calma and in the Jandia National Park. 

Nicotiana glauca  Tabacco Tree 

Introduced from South America, it is a common roadside weed. 

 

TAMARICACEAE 

Tamarix canariensis  Canary Island Tamarix 

This species was seen on both Fuerteventura and Tenerife. 

 

URTICACEAE 

Forsskaolea angustifolia 

A Canary Island endemic species, common on roadsides and in the car park of the Hotel Finca Salamanca 

 

ZYGOPHYLLACEAE 

Zygophyllum fontanesii 

Native to the islands, seen on the plain behind Costa Calma. 
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LILLIDAE 

LILIACEAE 

Pancratium canariensis Canary Sea Daffodil 

Endemic to the Canary Islands, seen through the telescope at Punta de Teno. 

 

POACEAE 

Arundo donax Giant Reed 

Probably introduced into the islands, found on all three main islands visited. 

Pennisetum setaceum  Fountain Grass 

Common roadside plant introduced from East Africa 

 


