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Tour Participants:  Tony Clarke (leader) with a group of Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Saturday 7th November 

After the usual late morning arrival on Tenerife followed by lunch at Casa Pedro, we drove the short distance to 

the coastal village of Las Galletas where we started the tour by exploring Las Graveras. These are a small group 

of ponds just inland from the beach, on the outskirts of the village. We knew in advance that this location was 

hosting an American vagrant species, Long-billed Dowitcher so, after a very early start for all of us, this was a 

relaxed way to start the tour with a hunt for this rare visitor and new addition to the Naturetrek list for the 

Canary Islands. It didn’t take long to locate, and was in the company of a Common Redshank and another 

unusual species, a Bar-tailed Godwit. Some people also got some brief views of our first near-endemic, 

Berthelot’s Pipit. Also, these small ponds are good for dragonflies and we identified Blue Emperor, Broad Scarlet 

and Red-veined Darter, and a ‘Blue-tailed’ Damselfly which, on close inspection of the photographs after the 

tour, was identified as a Ubiquitous Bluetail, a species only recently discovered on the Canary Islands and a new 

one for the Naturetrek list.  

 

From here we moved on to the nearby tourist development known as Ten Bel where we added the two well-

established parrot species on Tenerife, the Asian Rose-ringed Parakeet and the South American Monk Parakeet. 

Moving on, a brief look at a small dam known as Guargacho 2 produced a pair of Ruddy Shelduck which were 

the first Tony had seen on Tenerife. The final stop for the day was the small dam at the entrance to Amarilla 

Golf which is our usual site for Eurasian Spoonbill, and it didn’t let us down. All that was left now was the drive 

along the motorway to our hotel which is usually uneventful but today gave the fortunate few some brief views 

at eye level of a stunning Barbary Falcon. Finally, in the gardens of the hotel we saw species like Atlantic Canary, 

Canary Blue Tit, the endemic race of the Common Blackbird and the endemic Canary Islands Chiffchaff. 

Butterflies today included Small White, African Grass Blue and a single Monarch. The plants for the day were 

represented by Ceropegia fusca, Argyranthemum gracile, Kleinia neriifolia, Launaea arborescens, Schizogyne sericea, Opuntia 

ficus-indicus, Patellifolia patellaris, Euphorbia balsamifera, Euphorbia lamarckii, Euphorbia canariensis, Ricinus communis, 

Rumex lunaria and Pennisetum setaceum.  

Day 2 Sunday 8th November 

The first full day in the field and we started with a visit to Punta Larga to buy our picnic supplies and a gentle 

introduction to some of the more common roadside species for those who didn’t assist with the shopping. Our 

first main stop for the day was at the Mirador de Lagrimona where we soon got some reasonable flight views of 

Laurel Pigeon and rather brief views of a Barbary Falcon. We waited a while but perched pigeon views were not 

forthcoming - mind you, we did see the endemic Tenerife Lizard Gallotia galloti, the endemic Canary Islands 

Large White Pieris cheiranthi and plants included Argyranthemum frutescens, Echium giganteum, Marcetella moquiniana and 

Pancratium canariense.  

 

Moving on from here, and after a brief stop at the petrol station for the use of facilities, we continued west along 

the north coast to our next stop at Buenavista. This was our lunch stop before we headed out to Punta de Teno. 

The road had only just been re-opened after years of work to stabilise the cliffs and help to stop rock falls; it is a 

very good area botanically and nice to be able to visit again after a long while off the itinerary. Some of the 

special plants in the area included Astydamia latifolia, Ceropegia dichotoma, Periploca laevigata, Argyranthemum 
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coronopifolium, Cheirolophus burchardii, Sonchus radicatus, Vieraea laevigata, Crambe scaberrima, Polycarpaea carnosa, 

Euphorbia aphylla, Lavatera acerifolia, Limonium fruticans and Plocama pendula. Punta de Teno is in the extreme north-

west of Tenerife and to avoid a very tortuous drive through the Masca Valley and down the western side of the 

island, it was easier to return to our hotel by the route we came, along the north coast.  

 

During the day we recorded the following butterflies: Canary Island Large White, Small White, Bath White, 

Clouded Yellow, Long-tailed Blue, Monarch, Painted Lady and Canary Speckled Wood; whilst the dragonflies 

were represented by Blue Emperor and Red-veined Darter. 

Day 3 Monday 9th November 

We were up relatively early this morning, and took a packed breakfast with us because we were going to catch 

the ferry across to the neighbouring island of La Gomera. The crossing was rather uneventful but we did see the 

expected Cory’s Shearwaters and a small pod of five Short-finned Pilot Whales. On arrival in San Sebastian, we 

split for a short while as Tony went to buy picnic supplies and the group went to have a look at the dragonflies 

in the storm drain and then have a look around the Parque del Conde. The storm drain that runs along the 

Barranco de La Villa was a lot wetter than usual because of the heavy rain experienced by the islands a couple of 

weeks earlier. This meant that dragonflies were much more obvious and numerous than on previous tours 

around San Sebastian de La Gomera. From the bridge across the storm drain and viewing over the pool to the 

north, Pauline and Tony saw quite a few species including Blue Emperor, Broad Scarlet and Red-veined Darter, 

also Epaulet Skimmer and Lesser Emperor, neither of which had been recorded by Naturetrek or by Tony 

previously on La Gomera. The highlight however were a pair of Anax dragonflies in a mating wheel which were 

tentatively identified as Lesser Emperor; although this species was present by the pool, the mating pair were 

identified after the tour by Tony as Vagrant Emperor Anax ephippiger. This species has not been recorded by 

Naturetrek on the Canary Islands before and this would also appear to be the first documented record for La 

Gomera; more surprisingly, some research after the tour would suggest that Lesser Emperor had also been 

unrecorded on La Gomera until our visit today. Unfortunately, we had things to do in other parts of the island 

and so it was soon time to move on from San Sebastian, but not before we had recorded Eurasian Hoopoe, 

Berthelot’s Pipit, African Grass Blue and Monarch, all from the town park.  

 

Moving on from San Sebastian, our next destination was the Garajonay National Park which contains the largest 

remaining tract of Laurel forest in the Canary Islands. The rumours were that the road through the National Park 

which passes the Mirador El Rejo was still closed after the huge landslide that denied our access on the tour 

earlier in the year. However, on arrival at the roadworks, a brief conversation with the one of the crew revealed 

that the road had been opened about an hour earlier and we could pass if we wished. Obviously this increased 

our chances of observing the endemic pigeons, and so on we went to the Mirador El Rejo where we stopped for 

our picnic. Unfortunately there was very little pigeon activity and our only sighting was a single Laurel Pigeon 

which flew by quite close as we ate. In the afternoon, we birded from further along the road exploring around 

the second Mirador El Rejo and around the nearby Mirador El Bailadero. We also had a look around the 

Miradores Los Roques, but this area is still recovering from the devastating forest fires of the autumn 2012.  

 

The final stop for the day before returning to port was in the lay by on the road between Los Roques and San 

Sebastian, where we finally located the endemic Boettger’s Lizard Gallotia caesaris, although we missed out on 
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Corn Bunting which is often found in this area. The return crossing to Tenerife was good for views of Cory’s 

Shearwater, but we saw little else before getting back to Tenerife.  

 

Some of the plants seen today included Woodwardia radicans, Davallia canariensis, Argyranthemum broussonetii, Pericallis 

steetzii, Sonchus hierrensis, Echium acanthocarpum, Erysimum bicolor, Sambucus palmensis, Aeonium subplanum, Aichryson 

laxum, Arbutus canariensis, Erica arborea, Euphorbia berthelotii, Euphorbia lambii, Laurus novo-canariensis, Phyllis nobla, 

Salix canariensis, Gesnouinia arborea and Phoenix canariensis. The butterflies for the day were Small White, Cleopatra, 

African Grass Blue, Monarch and Canary Speckled Wood. 

Day 4 Tuesday 10th November 

Today was a day for finishing off what we hadn’t seen on Tenerife or species we wanted some better views of. 

Our day began with a visit to the picnic area at Llanos de Los Viejos where it didn’t take too long before we had 

seen a few Bolle’s Pigeons and other species such as Tenerife Kinglet, Canary Island Robin, and the distinctive 

endemic subspecies of Common Chaffinch. From here we continued along the north coast as far as the Mirador 

La Grimona where we got some reasonable views of a Laurel Pigeon.  

 

Now it was time to begin the drive up to Mount Teide via La Oratava and Aguamansa before making a stop at 

the Zona Recreativo Ramon Cabrera. This is a little known site for the prized endemic, the Blue Chaffinch, and 

the endemic subspecies of the Great Spotted Woodpecker and it was also a good spot for our picnic lunch. 

Whilst eating we were kept entertained by a couple of Blue Chaffinches that seemed to be a little curious at our 

presence, although it might just have been the food that they were after. The afternoon was occupied by a visit 

to the most well-known Blue Chaffinch site, the Zona Recreativa Las Lajas where we saw more Blue Chaffinches 

and another Woodpecker before taking in the spectacular scenery of Las Cañadas National Park on our way back 

to the hotel.  

 

The new plant species today included Adiantum reniforme, Pinus canariensis, Ilex canariensis, Canarina canariensis, 

Viburnum rigidum, Aeonium urbicum, Lotus campylocladus, Spartocytisus supranubius, Geranium reuteri and Ranunculus 

cortusifolius. The butterflies for the day were Canary Islands Large White, Small White, Cleopatra, Macaronesian 

Red Admiral and Canary Speckled Wood but the only dragonfly was Anax imperator. The only reptiles were a few 

Tenerife Lizards and, in the evening, a Canary Island Gecko. 

Day 5 Wednesday 11th November 

Our last day on Tenerife began with a return visit Llano de Los Viejos, where we saw Bolle’s Pigeon again and 

also had repeat encounters with Tenerife Kinglet and Canary Island Robin for those who didn’t see these birds 

yesterday. Our final location for this part of the tour was the man-made ponds near Tejina, where we easily 

located the four Ring-necked Ducks that had been seen here recently. These North American vagrants have been 

almost annual on the Canary Islands in recent years but four together, three males and a female, is a good record. 

Due to recent rains the water level in the ponds was very high, leaving no muddy edges so other species present 

were limited but Moorhen and Coot were still present. It was then time to head for the airport to catch our flight 

over to Fuerteventura.  
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Once on our new island, we headed south towards our hotel but we only got as far as El Matorral and the end of 

the airport perimeter fence, as we chanced upon a group of about 10 Plain Swifts flying around the Casuarina 

trees. We then called in quickly at the inland section of the Barranco de La Torre where we saw a pair of Ruddy 

Shelduck and a Green Sandpiper and then, en route to La Lajita, near Marcos Sanchez, we saw a small covey of 

eight Barbary Partridges. The final location for today before checking into the hotel was the desert plain between 

La Pared and Costa Calma. Although we were rather limited by the amount of daylight remaining, we still had 

enough time to find a close Houbara Bustard, a couple of Cream-coloured Coursers and three Lesser Short-toed 

Larks: not bad for our first try in the desert.  

 

Butterflies for the day included Small White and Bath White on Tenerife, and quite a few Painted Lady on 

Fuerteventura. Dragonflies were represented by only Blue Emperor and Red-veined Darter, whilst the only 

reptile today was the Tenerife Lizard. 

Day 6 Thursday 12th November 

The first full day on Fuerteventura began with an early morning excursion out onto the desert plain behind Costa 

Calma, the access for which has been changed rather dramatically because of the building of a motorway 

extension through the edge of the protected area! We were driving around for just under two hours and saw two 

Houbara Bustards, including a displaying male, and nine Cream-coloured Coursers but we were unable to find 

any Black-bellied Sandgrouse. On our return to the hotel, there was a Western Cattle Egret wandering around 

the roadside near to the bus stop.  

 

Our morning continued after breakfast with a visit to the Barranco La Pared where we searched unsuccessfully 

for Canary Island Stonechat but did see Ruddy Shelduck, Little Ringed Plover, White Wagtail, Berthelot’s Pipit 

and Trumpeter Finch. We then drove to Pajara where Tony went to get some lunch supplies and the group saw a 

few Goldfinches and a Sardinian Warbler. Lunch today was taken in the picnic area at Castillo de Lara, with a 

couple of Barbary Partridges on the way in but not a lot else bird-wise. We spent the afternoon around the 

Barranco Las Peñitas at Vega de Rio Palmas, adding African Blue Tit to the bird list. Butterflies were quite well 

represented today with Small White, Greenish Black-tip, Monarch, Painted Lady and Plain Tiger and the 

dragonflies included Lesser Emperor, Broad Scarlet and Epaulet Skimmer. 

Day 7 Friday 13th November 

Our last full day in the field began with a visit to the Barranco La Pared, where we located our first Canary 

Islands Stonechats of the tour, and we then had a rather uneventful visit to the plantation at Costa Calma. The 

morning continued with a visit to Risco del Paso but there were no signs of any Kentish Plovers on the beach 

and so we moved on and made a second visit to Pajara. This was mainly a convenience stop and we saw nothing 

of note in the area. The next scheduled stop for the morning was the man-made reservoir at Rosa de Catalina 

Garcia. On arrival we had some excellent views of a Houbara Bustard but the way through to the reservoir was 

blocked and we were unable to drive to the dam. The last stop for the morning was Salinas del Carmen where we 

stopped for lunch at the Restaurant Caracolitas.  

 

The first stop for the afternoon was the Barranco de La Torre, seeing Ruddy Shelduck, Black-winged Stilt, Green 

Sandpiper and Trumpeter Finch plus some stunning views of a territorial Lesser Emperor. The rest of the 
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afternoon was spent on a search for Black-bellied Sandgrouse, and the route took us on some very minor roads 

and tracks through Los Alares to Triquivijate and then, cross country through an area that even Tony had never 

visited, to Caleta de Fustes. It was an interesting drive producing a couple of Canary Island Stonechats and two 

Cream-coloured Coursers but, unfortunately, still no Sandgrouse. All that remained today was the drive back to 

our hotel and our final evening meal of the tour. 

Day 8 Saturday 14th November 

With a late morning return flight time, we were certain that the trip from the hotel to the airport would be 

nothing more than a mere formality. How wrong can you be? On the drive we added two species to the bird list: 

a rather unexpected European Turtle Dove, perched on a roadside overhead electric cable, and a spectacular fly-

over Western Osprey. The latter was a fitting climax to the end of the tour. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds 

PHASIANIDAE 

Barbary Partridge Alectoris barbara 

This species was only recorded on Fuerteventura on this trip with sightings on two dates. The first involved 

about eight birds by the roadside as we drove south on our first afternoon on the island and then the following 

day a couple were seen as we drove into the picnic area at Castillo de Lara. 

 

ANATIDAE 

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 

This was the first ever Naturetrek tour to record this species on Tenerife where two were seen on the Guargacho 

2 reservoir on our first afternoon. We also recorded it on three dates on Fuerteventura with a maximum of 36 on 

the 13th. 

Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris 

Four, two males and two females, were seen at Bajamar Ponds on the 11th. This transatlantic vagrant is 

becoming a fairly regular species on our trips. 

 

PROCELLARIIDAE 

Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea borealis 

More than 50 were seen from the ferry when we went over to La Gomera on the 9th. It really is quite an 

experience to watch these birds as they effortlessly glide over the waves. 

 

THRESKIORNITHIDAE 

Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 

The only record for the trip was two birds on the small dam at Amarilla Golf during the first afternoon, on the 

7th. 

 

ARDEIDAE 

Western Cattle Egret Bulbulcus ibis 

Just one record for the trip. A single individual was on the roadside bank below the casaurinas opposite our hotel 

when we came back for breakfast on the morning of the 12th. 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

Seen on both Tenerife and Fuerteventura but only single birds except the four together at Amarilla Golf on the 

7th. 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

Only seen on three dates, five flew over the harbour at Los Cristianos on the morning of the 9th, a single at 

Bajamar Ponds on the 11th and one on Fuerteventura on the 14th. 

 

SULIDAE 

Northern Gannet Morus bassanus 

Three off Salinas del Carmen, Fuerteventura, on the 13th were the only birds seen on the tour. 
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ACCIPITRIDAE 

Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus majorensis 

This recently described endemic subspecies is now critically endangered, we saw three on the 13th. 

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo insularum 

Another endemic subspecies but this one was seen on all the main islands visited, and on five dates in total. 

 

PANDIONIDAE 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

This species was a surprise on the final morning of the tour as we drove from the hotel to the airport on 

Fuerteventura. 

 

FALCONIDAE 

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus canariensis and dacotiae 

F. t. canariensis: common and widespread on both Tenerife and La Gomera and recorded daily on those islands. 

F. t. dacotiae: not as numerous as its western counterpart but it was also recorded daily on Fuerteventura.  

Barbary Falcon  Falco pelegrinoides 

One was seen briefly as we drove along the motorway towards our hotel on our first afternoon and then one was 

seen the following day at the Mirador Lagrimona. 

 

RALLIDAE 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

Four were at Bajamar Ponds on Tenerife on the 11th and then one at the inland section of the Barranco de La 

Torre, Fuerteventura on the 13th. 

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 

This species was recorded from the same locations as the previous species but six and four were noted. 

 

OTIDAE 

Houbara Bustard Chlamydotis undulata fuertaventurae  

We saw one bird at our first attempt in the desert area behind Costa Calma on the 11th and then two the 

following morning at the same location. The surprise this year was one at Rosa de Catalina Garcia on the 13th. 

This was a new location for this species on a Naturetrek tour and also the first time Tony had seen one in this 

area. 

 

BURHINIDAE 

Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus insularum 

Tony heard a few calling from his hotel balcony in the early hours of the morning. 

 

RECURVIROSTRIDAE 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

Nine were on the small dam at the inland section of Barranco de La Torre on the 13th. 
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GLAREOLIDAE 

Cream-coloured Courser Cursorius cursor 

Only recorded from the Costa Calma Plain with a couple of birds seen during the late afternoon of the 11th and 

then a total of 11 were seen the following morning. 

 

CHARADRIIDAE 

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 

Four were seen on our first afternoon on Tenerife and then a single bird was seen on Fuerteventura on the 12th. 

 

SCOLOPACIDAE 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 

One was heard from his hotel balcony on Fuerteventura by Tony, early morning of the 13th. 

Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica 

We saw one on our first afternoon at Las Galletas; this is a very scarce bird on Tenerife. 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 

One on the dam at Amarilla Golf on our first afternoon and then one at Tejina Ponds on the 11th were the only 

records for the tour. 

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 

The only records this year were from the dam at the inland section of the Barranco de La Torre on 

Fuerteventura, where we saw one on our first visit on the 11th and two when we returned on the 13th. 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

One on the dam at Amarilla Golf on our first afternoon was the only record for the tour. 

Common Redshank  Tringa tetanus 

One at Las Graveras de Las Galletas on the first afternoon was the only one for the trip.  

Long-billed Dowitcher  Limnodromus scolopaceus 

This scarce American shorebird with just a handful of Canary Island records was seen at Las Graveras de Las 

Galletas on our first afternoon; the bird allowed close approach and some nice photos were obtained. We knew 

it was here in advance of our visit. 

 

STERNIDAE 

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis 

Only two records for the trip, one at Los Cristianos on the 9th and then one at Salinas del Carmen on 

Fuerteventura on the 13th. 

 

LARIDAE 

Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis atlantis  

This was a common and widespread bird seen daily throughout the tour and on all islands visited. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 

The only record was one or more just outside the harbour at Los Cristianos on the 9th.   

 

COLUMBIDAE 

Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba livia 

This was a common and widespread species seen daily during the tour,  
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Laurel Pigeon Columba junoniae 

This species was seen on three consecutive dates and both on Tenerife and La Gomera; the best views were of a 

perched bird at Mirador La Grimona on the 10th. 

Bolle’s Pigeon Columba bollii 

Only seen at Llano de Los Viejos on Tenerife, with at least six birds seen on both our visits on the 10th and 

11th. 

European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 

This was a bit of a surprise when we saw a single bird on the way to the airport on our last morning on 

Fuerteventura. 

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 

This was a common and widespread species seen daily during the tour. 

 

PSITTACIDAE 

Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri 

One was seen in Ten Bel during our first afternoon on Tenerife. 

Monk Parakeet  Myiopsitta monachus 

We saw this species, three of them, at Ten Bel on Tenerife on the 7th. 

 

STRIGIDAE 

Long-eared Owl Asio otus canariensis 

A single bird was seen on three consecutive dates in the grounds of the Finca Salamanca;  

probably the best views were early morning on the 9th before leaving to catch the ferry. 

 

APODIDAE 

Plain Swift Apus unicolor 

A group of about 10 birds were flying around the plantation inside the airport perimeter fence at El Matorral. 

 

UPUPIDAE 

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 

Single birds were seen on La Gomera on the 9th and then on Fuerteventura on the 12th and 13th. 

 

PICIDAE 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major canariensis 

Only recorded on the 10th when we went up the mountain and, unusually for this tour, we saw it at two 

locations, Zona Recreativa de Ramon Cabrera and Zona Recreativa de Las Lajas. A total of three birds were seen 

at the two locations. 

 

LANIIDAE 

Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor koenigi 

One was seen on our first afternoon on Tenerife and then it was recorded daily on Fuerteventura with a 

maximum of more than six on the 13th. 
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CORVIDAE 

Common Raven Corvus corax tingitanus 

Unusually this species was seen on all islands visited. We saw five on La Gomera on the 9th, one on Tenerife the 

following day and then daily on Fuerteventura with a maximum of 15 on the 12th. 

 

REGULIDAE 

Tenerife Kinglet Regulus teneriffae 

This controversial species was heard on La Gomera and seen on both our visits to the picnic area at Llano de 

Los Viejos on Tenerife. 

 

PARIDAE 

African Blue Tit Cyanistes ultramarinus degener 

C. u. degener is a scarce resident on Fuerteventura where we saw three at Vega de Rio Palmas on the 12th and then 

one the following day at Pajara. 

Canary Blue Tit Cyanistes teneriffae teneriffae 

This species was seen daily on Tenerife and La Gomera but only in small numbers with a maximum of four on 

our final morning. 

 

ALAUDIDAE 

Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens polatzeki 

As always this species was hard to find at this time of year but we did see three on our first afternoon on the 

Costa Calma plain and then another between Triquivijate and Caleta de Fustes on the 13th, both on 

Fuerteventura. 

 

PHYLLOSCOPIDAE 

Canary Island Chiffchaff Phylloscopus canariensis 

This was a common and widespread species on Tenerife and La Gomera but during this tour it was more often 

heard than seen with just a few birds seen each day and a maximum of 10 on the 10th. 

 

SYLVIIDAE 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla heineken 

This species was recorded on all dates on Tenerife and La Gomera but seen on only two, the 8th and the 10th.  

Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata orbitalis 

This species was heard on four dates in total but only seen on one of these, at the Barranco de La Pared, 

Fuerteventura, on the 12th. 

Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala leucogastra 

One was seen on Tenerife on the 8th and then at least one was in the Barranco de Las Peñitas, Vega de Rio 

Palmas, Fuerteventura on the 12th. 

 

TURDIDAE 

Common Blackbird Turdus merula cabrerae 

This endemic subspecies was common and widespread on Tenerife and La Gomera. 
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MUSCICAPIDAE 

European Robin Erithacus rubecula 

This species was only heard on La Gomera on the 9th. 

Canary Island Robin Erithacus superbus 

This species was seen around the barbeque area at Llano de Los Viejos, Monte Las Mercedes on both our visits 

but it was rather hard to locate and the views were definitely rather brief. 

Fuerteventura Stonechat Saxicola dacotiae 

This highly prized endemic was only recorded on a single date, the 13th, when a total of five  

birds were seen at various locations. 

 

PASSERIDAE  

Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis 

We first heard this species in the town park on La Gomera but didn’t see it until we got to Fuerteventura where 

we recorded it daily.  

 

MOTACILLIDAE 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea canariensis 

We recorded this species daily on Tenerife but only in low numbers with a maximum of two on any date. 

White Wagtail Motacilla alba 

The only bird seen was in the Barranco La Pared on both the 12th and 13th. 

Berthelot’s Pipit Anthus berthelotii berthelotii 

Each tour is different and, this time, it was this species which was not recorded as frequently as normal. We saw 

it on both Tenerife and Fuerteventura but only in low numbers and on only five dates. 

 

FRINGILIDAE 

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs canariensis 

This endemic subspecies was only seen around the picnic area at Llano de Los Viejos on both our visits. The 

male is very different when compared to its northern European counterpart and must be a future candidate for 

promotion to full species. 

Blue Chaffinch Fringilla teydea teydea 

About 10 birds including both sexes were seen at the usual location of Las Lajas but our first birds were at the 

Zona Recreativa Ramon Cabrera. 

Atlantic Canary Serinus canaria 

Seen on all dates on Tenerife, with a maximum of more than 20 on the 8th at Mirador Lagrimona and 

Buenavista. 

European Goldfinch Carduelis cardueli parva 

We only recorded this species on Fuerteventura with a few at Pajara on the 12th and in the Costa Calma 

plantation the following day. 

Common Linnet Linaria cannabina harterti 

A few were seen on Fuerteventura on the 12th. 

Trumpeter Finch Bucanetes githagineus amantum 

Three were seen in the Barranco La Pared on Fuerteventura on the 12th and then about half a dozen were seen 

the following day on the same island. 
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Dragonflies 

Ubiquitous Bluetail  Ischnura senegalensis 

A new species for the Naturetrek list and only recorded on our first afternoon at Las Galletas. 

Blue Emperor  Anax imperator 

We saw this species on all islands and on a total of six dates during the tour. 

Lesser Emperor  Anax parthenope 

Only recorded from Fuerteventura. 

Vagrant Emperor  Anax ephippiger 

Another new species for the Naturetrek list, seen by Tony and Pauline on La Gomera. 

Epaulet Skimmer  Orthetrum chrysostigma 

Recorded from both La Gomera and Fuerteventura. 

Red-veined Darter  Sympetrum fonscolombii 

This species was recorded on all the islands visited during the tour. 

Broad Scarlet  Crocothemis erythraea 

Another species seen on all the main islands we visited. 

Red-veined Dropwing  Trithemis arteriosa 

Another new species for the Naturetrek list, a female was seen and photographed by Tony during our picnic stop 

at Buenavista on the 8th. 

Plants 

PTERIDOPHYTES  

  

ADIANTACEAE  

Adiantum reniforme seen in the picnic area at Llano de Los Viejos 

  

BLECHNACEAE  

Woodwardia radicans seen in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

  

DAVALLIACEAE  

Davallia canariensis seen in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

  

DENNSTAEDTIACEAE  

Pteridium aquilinum seen on Tenerife 

  

  

PINOPSIDA  

  

PINACEAE  

Pinus canariensis seen at the Zona Recreativa de Ramon Cabrera on Tenerife 

  

MAGNOLIOPSIDA  

  

AIZOACEAE  

Aizoon canariensis seen on Fuerteventura 
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APIACEAE  

Astydamia latifola seen at Punta de Teno on Tenerife 

  

AQUIFOLIACEAE  

Ilex canariensis seen at Llano de Los Viejos on Tenerife 

  

ARALIACEAE  

Hedera canariensis seen in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

  

ASCLEPIADACEAE  

Caralluma burchardii seen at Castillo de Lara on Fuerteventura 

Ceropegia dichotoma seen at Punta de Teno on Tenerife 

Ceropegia fusca seen at Guargacho on Tenerife 

Periploca laevigata seen at Punta de Teno on Tenerife 

  

ASTERACEAE  

Argyranthemum broussonetii seen in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

Argyranthemum coronopifolium seen at Punta de Teno on Tenerife 

Argyranthemum frutescens seen at Mirador Lagrimona on Tenerife 

Argyranthemum gracile seen at Las Galletas on Tenerife 

Argyranthemum teneriffae seen on Mount Teide on Tenerife 

Artemesia canariensis seen on Tenerife 

Asteriscus sericeus seen on Fuerteventura 

Carlina salicifolia seen on Tenerife 

Cheirolophus burchardii seen at Punta de Teno on Tenerife 

Cheirolophus teydis seen on Mount Teide on Tenerife 

Kleinia neriifolia seen at Las Galletas on Tenerife 

Launaea arborescens seen at Las Galletas on Tenerife 

Pericallis steetzii seen in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

Schizogyne sericea seen at Las Galletas on Tenerife 

Sonchus acaulis seen on the Anaga Peninsula on Tenerife 

Sonchus canariensis seen near Vilaflor on Tenerife 

Sonchus congestus seen on the Anaga Peninsula on Tenerife 

Sonchus hierrensis seen on La Gomera 

Sonchus radicatus seen at Punta de Teno on Tenerife 

Vieraea laevigata seen at Punta de Teno on Tenerife 

  

BORAGINACEAE  

Echium acanthocarpum seen in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

Echium giganteum seen at Mirador Lagrimona on Tenerife 

  

BRASSICACEAE  

Crambe scaberrima seen at Punta de Teno on Tenerife 

Descurania bourgeauana seen on Mount Teide on Tenerife 
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Erysimum bicolor seen in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

Erysimum scoparium seen on Mount Teide on Tenerife 

  

CACTACEAE  

Opuntia ficus-indicus seen at Las Galletas on Tenerife 

  

CAMPANULACEAE  

Canarina canariensis seen at Llano de Los Viejos on Tenerife 

  

CAPRIFOLIACEAE  

Sambucus palmensis seen in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

Viburnum rigidum seen at Llano de Los Viejos on Tenerife 

  

CARYOPHYLLACEAE  

Polycarpaea carnosa seen at Punta de Teno on Tenerife 

  

CHENOPODIACEAE  

Beta vulgaris subsp maritima seen at Las Galletas on Tenerife 

Patellifolia patellaris seen at Las Galletas on Tenerife 

  

CONVOLVULUS  

Convolvulus caput-medusae seen at Costa Calma on Fuerteventura 

  

CRASSULACEAE  

Aeonium holochrysum seen at Vilaflor on Tenerife 

Aeonium subplanum seen in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

Aeonium urbicum seen at La Laguna on Tenerife 

Aichryson laxum seen in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

  

DIPSACACEAE  

Pterocephalus lasiospermus seen on Mount Teide on Tenerife 

  

ERICACEAE  

Arbutus canariensis seen in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

Erica arborea seen in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

  

EUPHORBIACEAE  

Euphorbia aphylla seen at Punta de Teno on Tenerife 

Euphorbia balsamifera seen at Las Galletas on Tenerife 

Euphorbia berthelotii seen in the Barranco de La Villa on La Gomera 

Euphorbia canariensis seen at Las Galletas on Tenerife 

Euphorbia lambii seen in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

Euphorbia regis-jubae seen at Las Galletas on Tenerife 

Ricinus communis seen on Tenerife roadsides 
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FABACEAE  

Bituminaria bituminosa seen on Tenerife 

Chamaecytisus proliferus seen near Vilaflor on Tenerife 

Lotus campylocladus seen on Mount Teide on Tenerife 

Lotus lancerottensis seen at Costa Calma on Fuerteventura 

Ononis hespera seen at Costa Calma on Fuerteventura 

Spartocytisus supranubius seen on Mount Teide on Tenerife 

  

GERANIACEAE  

Geranium reuteri seen at Llano de Los Viejos on Tenerife 

  

LAURACEAE  

Laurus novo-canariensis seen in Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

  

MALVACEAE  

Lavatera acerifolia seen at Punta de Teno on Tenerife 

  

PAPAVERACEAE  

Eschscholzia californicum seen near Vilaflor on Tenerife 

  

PLUMBAGINACEAE  

Limonium fruticans seen at Punta de Teno on Tenerife 

  

POLYGONACEAE  

Rumex lunaria seen on Tenerife roadsides 

  

RANUNCULACEAE  

Ranunculus cortusifolius seen at Llano de Los Viejos on Tenerife 

  

ROSACEAE  

Marcetella moquiniana seen at Mirador Lagrimona on Tenerife 

  

RUBIACEAE  

Phyllis nobla seen in Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

Plocama pendula seen at Punta de Teno on Tenerife 

  

SALICACEAE  

Salix canariensis seen in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

  

SOLANACEAE  

Lycium intricatum seen on Fuerteventura 

  

TAMARICACEAE  

Tamarix canariensis seen on Fuerteventura 
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URTICAEAE  

Forsskaolea angustifolia seen on Tenerife 

Gesnouinia arborea seen in Garajonay National Park on La Gomera 

  

LILIIDAE  

  

ARECACEAE  

Phoenix canariensis seen in the Barranco de La Villa on La Gomera 

  

DRACAENACEAE  

Dracaena draco seen on Tenerife 

  

LILIACEAE  

Pancratium canariense seen at the Mirador Lagrimona on Tenerife 

  

POACEAE  

Pennisetum setaceum seen on roadsides on Tenerife 

Butterflies 

Canary Islands Large White  Pieris cheiranthi 

Recorded on the two dates when we visited the north coast of Tenerife. 

Small White  Pieris rapae 

Seen almost daily during the tour and on all islands visited. 

Bath White  Pontia daplidice 

Only recorded on two dates, once on Tenerife and once on Fuerteventura. 

Greenish Black-tip  Euchloe charlonia 

The only records of this species were on our two full days on Fuerteventura 

Cleopatra  Gonepteryx cleopatra 

Most numerous on La Gomera but seen once on Tenerife as well. 

Clouded Yellow  Colias croceus 

Just two were seen on our first full day on Tenerife. 

Long-tailed Blue  Lampides boeticus 

Only recorded on one date on Tenerife. 

African Grass Blue  Zizeeria knysna 

Seen on both Tenerife and La Gomera this year. 

Monarch  Danaus plexippus 

Recorded from all islands visited. 

Plain Tiger  Danaus chrysippus 

The only one seen was on Fuerteventura on the 12th. 

Canary Red Admiral  Vanessa vulcania 

The only record was on Tenerife on the 10th. 

Painted Lady  Vanessa cardui 

We saw one on Tenerife but it was recorded daily on Fuerteventura. 
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Canary Speckled Wood  Pararge xiphioides 

This endemic species was seen on both Tenerife and La Gomera. 

Reptiles & Amphibians 

Tenerife Lizard  Gallotia galloti 

Quite common and widespread on Tenerife 

Boettger’s Lizard  Gallotia caesaris 

A new one for the Naturetrek list, two were seen on La Gomera. 

Fuerteventura Lizard  Gallotia atlantica 

As always views were brief but we saw a few on each of our full days on Fuerteventura. 

Canary Islands Gecko  Tarentola delalandii 

Only one was seen at the Finca Salamanca on our last evening on Tenerife. 

Eastern Canaries Gecko  Tarentola angustimentalis 

A couple were seen on Fuerteventura by persistently lifting rocks. 

Stripeless Tree Frog  Hyla meridionalis 

Heard in the storm drain in San Sebastian on La Gomera, the habitat on Fuerteventura had been flattened by 

flash floods. 

Iberian Water Frog  Rana perezi 

Two were seen on Fuerteventura on the 13th. 

Mammals 

Short-finned Pilot Whale  Globicephala macrorhynchus 

Five were seen from the La Gomera ferry. 

Barbary Ground Squirrel  Atlantoxerus getulus 

Seen on both our full days on Fuerteventura. 

Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus 

Two singles were seen on consecutive days on Fuerteventura. 

 


