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Tour participants: Tony Clarke and Paul Harmes (leaders) together with 13 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Saturday 27th February 

The tour started with a flight from Gatwick to Tenerife South airports. We landed on Tenerife around midday, 

just in time to have our lunch at the nearby Casa Pedro in Las Chafiras. After lunch we started the tour in earnest 

with a visit to the nearby Amarilla Golf. A quick look at the dam by the entrance road produced three 

Spoonbills, Common Sandpiper, Greenshank and, for a few people, a rather brief Spectacled Warbler and a 

Berthelot’s Pipit. Meanwhile those with an interest in the local flora were able to observe such species as the 

three Euphorbia; canariensis, balsamifera and lamarckii, Cerepegia fusca, Plocama pendula, Aizoon canariensis, Argyranthemum 

gracile, Atriplex glauca, Schizogyne sericea, Frankenia laevis, Limonium pectinatum, Periploca laevigata and Fagonia cretica.  

 

From here we began our drive up Mount Teide, initially passing through San Miguel before taking the road up to 

Vilaflor. We were fortunate to see a couple of Barbary Partridges cross the road whilst driving, and also the 

scarce Sonchus canariensis by the roadside. Once we arrived in Vilaflor a traffic queue heralded the beginnings of a 

major problem in our plans for the rest of the afternoon. When we got to the front of the queue we were 

informed that the road towards Mount Teide was closed because of heavy snow and we would not be able to get 

to the Las Lajas picnic area to look for Blue Chaffinch. Despite explaining that we only wanted to go to Las 

Lajas, we were told that the only way we could proceed would be to board a bus which was ferrying people up to 

see the snow. So all we could do was abort our plans and head back down the mountain. Why there were no 

signs at lower elevations to indicate the road closure was a mystery to us all. We took the road from Vilaflor, 

through Granadilla and San Isidro back to the motorway TF-1 and then continued back to our hotel, the Finca 

Salamanca, which was to be our base on Tenerife for the next four nights. Later that evening Tony saw a Long-

eared Owl fly over the hotel swimming pool.  

Day 2 Sunday 28th February 

As we had all had a long day yesterday, we had a later start today, and after breakfast we needed to go shopping 

to get the supplies for our picnic lunches. Once we had done this we took the TF-1 towards Santa Cruz and then 

cut across the island, past La Laguna and on to the north coast of Tenerife. Our first stop for the day was at the 

Mirador Lagrimona, where it didn’t take too long before we had seen the endemic Laurel Pigeon. Plants included 

Echium giganteum, Silene gallica, Argyranthemum frutescens, Mercurialis annuus, Lavandula buchii, Limonium arborescens and 

Marcetella moquiniana.  

 

Moving on, the last stop for the morning was Punta de Teno. Soon after arriving at the Mirador de La Monja, 

Len picked up a falcon perched on the cliffs above us. The bird was soon identified as a Barbary Falcon. It didn’t 

stay long on the cliffs, instead flying down past our position and began display flying with another bird which 

was obviously perched below us and hidden from view. We continued to get occasional views of one or other of 

the pair for a couple of minutes before they disappeared from view permanently. Punta de Teno has always been 

a remarkable site for the botanists in the group with a host of special endemic species which today included 

Astydamia latifolia, Ceropegia dichotoma, Lobularia canariensis, Polycarpaea carnosa, Argyranthemum coronopifolium, 

Cheirolophus burchardii, Reichardia crystallina, Reichardia tingitana, Sonchus radicatus, Vieraea laevigata, Monanthes laxiflora, 

Monanthes pallens, Monanthes polyphylla, Euphorbia aphylla, Lotus sessilifolius, Sideritis cretica, Lavatera acerifolia, Limonium 

fruticans, Parietaria filamentosa and Tricholaena teneriffae.  
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We returned to Buenavista for our picnic lunch and then took the windy road towards the small, isolated village 

of Masca. After passing the highpoint between Buenavista and Masca, we soon encountered a queue of traffic 

which is particularly unusual on this road. After a while and very little forward movement we could see the 

problem; a head-on collision between a car and a 4x4. Next an ambulance came past us on this narrow mountain 

road and proceeded to collect someone from the crash site and return towards Buenavista. After another 20 

minutes and a few people trying to help, it was clear that the road would not be open for a while so all we could 

do was head back into Buenavista and retrace our route from this morning. Obviously if an ambulance could 

turn then so could the minibuses, or at least that was the theory. As we approached the turning point it was 

obviously not as easy to turn as we thought because it took the driver in front of us at least eight attempts before 

he managed to turn his vehicle. Slightly worried by his difficulty in manoeuvering, it was our turn next. Two 

perfect three point turns later we were on our way back towards Buenavista. It was the second consecutive day 

that our afternoon plans had been thwarted by circumstances beyond our control!  

 

We still had time to explore the track to Monte del Agua which gave the birdwatchers their first looks at the 

Canary Islands Robin, and the botanists got close and personal with Davallia canariensis, Laurus novo-canariensis, 

Canarina canariensis, Silene vulgaris, Ageratina adenophora, Sonchus acaulis, Aeonium haworthii, Hypericum canariensis, Myrica 

faya, Isoplexis canariensis, Ranunculus cortusifolius, Asphodelus aestivus and Arundo donax. This was the last stop for the 

day and we retraced our route from the morning along the north coast back to our base in Güímar. 

Day 3 Monday 29th February 

We had an early start this morning and took a packed breakfast as we were heading to the neighbouring island of 

La Gomera and needed to catch the ferry from Los Cristianos. In the harbour, before departure, we saw Lesser 

Black-backed and Black-headed Gulls and a Whimbrel, all of which were new for the trip, and once underway we 

soon started seeing a few Cory’s Shearwaters. Next came a few Short-finned Pilot Whales, a couple of Gannets, 

five Manx Shearwaters and a lot more Cory’s Shearwaters. 

 

Once on La Gomera, the group visited the Parque del Conde whilst Tony did some top up shopping for our 

picnic lunch. The highlights of this location were our first views of the Monarch butterfly and a Hoopoe. 

Moving on, the next stop was in the Barranco de La Villa which was a botanical stop and species seen included 

Dicheranthus plocamoides, Alagopappus dichotomus, Urospermum picroides, two Aeonium species; decorum and castello-paivae, 

Euphorbia berthelotii, Lavandula canariensis, Micromeria varia, Sideritis gomerae and lotsyi, Stachys ocymastrum, Rubia fruticosa 

and Phoenix canariensis.  

 

Moving on, we passed through the final tunnel and crossed to the wetter northern side of the island and then 

took the road towards El Cedro and into the Garajonay National Park. We stopped just outside the National 

Park boundary and saw a few Laurel Pigeons, and continued via another brief roadside stop to the Mirador El 

Rejo. This is where we stopped for our picnic, and despite very little bird activity, we did see a few more plants. 

After lunch and a visit to the second lookout 200 metres up the road, we drove the short distance to the Mirador 

El Bailadero. It was here where we got our first views of Bolle’s Pigeon. They were mostly good flight views 

when the distinctive tail pattern could be seen well, but one did perch briefly in the open. The final stop of our 

day on La Gomera was at the Mirador Los Roques where we saw a couple of orchid species, and after this we 

returned to San Sebastian to await our afternoon ferry crossing back to Tenerife.  
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Some of the botanical highlights within the Garajonay National Park included Selaginella denticulata, Woodwardia 

radicans, Pteridium aquilinum, Achyranthes aspera, Ilex canariensis, Hedera canariensis, Echium acanthocarpum, Erysimum 

bicolor, Sambucus palmensis, Viburnum rigidum, Cistus monspeliensis, Argyranthemum broussonetii, Bidens pilosa, Cotula 

australis, Pericallis steetzii, Sonchus hierrensis and oleraceus, Aeonium sedifolium and subplanum, Greenovia aurea and 

diplocycla, Bryonia verrucosa, Arbutus canariensis, Erica arborea, Euphorbia lambii, Teline gomerae, Trifolium campestre, 

Fumaria muralis, Geranium molle, Geranium purpureum, Geranium rotundifolium, Anagallis arvensis, Phyllis nobla, Sherardia 

arvensis, Ruta microcarpa (which was a new species for Paul), Salix canariensis, Gesnouinia arborea, Semele androgyna, 

Gennaria diphylla, Habenaria tridactylites and Avena barbata.  

 

The last thing for the day was the return ferry trip with repeated views of Cory’s Shearwaters, a few more Short-

finned Pilot Whales, and the highlight of the crossing was a single Great Skua which is a scarce species in Canary 

waters, although probably more numerous than the records would suggest. 

Day 4 Tuesday 1st March 

It was our last full day in the field on Tenerife and conditions had improved sufficiently on the mountain to 

allow access to the Zona Recreativa Las Lajas above Vilaflor. Our target for the day was the endemic Blue 

Chaffinch for which we had been refused access on our first afternoon. Today the access through Vilaflor was 

open and when we arrived at Las Lajas there was no sign of any snow! Once on-site it didn’t take us long to 

locate our target bird, but it was a while before everyone had good views of a male with its large silver-grey beak, 

slate-blue plumage with double wing bars, pure white undertail and broken white eye-ring. Also at this location 

we located the endemic race of the Great Spotted Woodpecker with its characteristic ‘dirty’ underparts and very 

confiding nature. This subspecies is rather rare, but here at Las Lajas it is quite numerous and at times very easy 

to locate and view. As time was getting on, we took the advantage of the available facilities to have our picnic 

lunch here.  

 

After our picnic we went further up the mountain a far as Boca de Tauce, but the road ahead was still closed 

after the base station for the cable car because of deep snow. This seemed a bit strange as there was very little 

snow visible to us. Some of the plants seen up here at altitude included Echium wildpretii, Descurainia bourgeauana, 

Erysimum scoparium, Pterocephalus lasiospermus, Argyranthemum teneriffae, Cheirolophus teydis and Spartocytisus supranubius.  

 

By now time was getting on, so a visit to the Graveras de Las Galletas was slotted in to our itinerary for the 

afternoon. This area is a site for the Ubiquitous Bluetail Ischnura senegalensis, a species of dragonfly recently 

discovered in the Canary Islands and found at this location during our tour in November of last year. Despite the 

weather conditions of cloud cover with wind, we managed to locate a couple of individuals by one of the pools. 

They were difficult to observe and remained hidden in vegetation for a lot of the time, but on site analysis of 

photographs confirmed it was this species we had seen. The butterfly highlight of the day was, unfortunately, a 

‘leader only’ observation of a Canary Blue. 

Day 5 Wednesday 2nd March 

Today was our last morning on Tenerife. To include some of the sites we had missed thanks to the problems 

encountered earlier in the tour, we did something not usually done on this trip; we split the group. Those most 

interested in the botanical side of things went to Chinamada with Paul, whilst those with a greater interest in the 
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avifauna went to the recreation area at Llano de Los Viejos with Tony. New botanical species for the trip 

included Polypodium macaronesicum, Echium aculeatum, Echium strictum, Paronychia canariensis, Andryala pinnatifida, 

Gonospermum fruticosum, Pericallis tussilaginis, Sonchus congestus, Aeonium canariensis, Aeonium urbicum, Aichryson parlatorei, 

Monanthes anagensis, Erodium moschatum, Sideritis dendro-chahorra, Sideritis macrostachya, Rumex bucephalophorus, Urtica 

membranacea, Allium roseum, Nothoscordum gracile, Dracaena draco, Scilla haemorrhoidalis, Romulea columnae, Briza maxima, 

Briza minor, Dactylis smithii and Poa annua. Meanwhile those doing the birding saw a stunning total of at least nine 

Bolle’s Pigeons including a couple of briefly perched birds, a few Tenerife Kinglets and Canary Islands Robins, 

plus about eight Common Chaffinches of the distinctive local form F. c. tintillon, all around the picnic area at 

Llano de Los Viejos. Mind you, the botanical group also saw a few birds including a pair of Barbary Falcons and 

the first Sardinian Warbler for the tour.  

 

Having met up again, we went to the airport for lunch before boarding our flight to Fuerteventura. Once on the 

more eastern and desert-like island of Fuerteventura, we collected our vehicles and after fuelling up and getting 

some water, we got straight into the action with a visit to the small shallow dam in the inland section of the 

Barranco de La Torre. Although we didn’t see any of the island specialties we did add Ruddy Shelduck, 

Moorhen, Coot and Black-winged Stilt to the trip list. By now time was getting on, but we still had time for a 

drive through the desert area near Costa Calma on the way to check in at our hotel. This proved to be very 

successful as we had some great views of Cream-coloured Courser as they ran around the desert displaying their 

striking black, white and blue-grey head patterns. We also had good views of the most wanted and highly prized 

species in this area; the globally threatened Houbara Bustard. Watching this species going about its business in an 

area where it is fully protected and with a good stable population is always a highlight of this tour. Whilst in this 

area we also saw a few Lesser Short-toed Larks boldly declaring their territories, and a couple of Southern Grey 

Shrikes on the lookout for prey. Not surprisingly, we failed to locate any sign of Black-bellied Sandgrouse, a 

species which seems to have declined immensely in this area and we have failed to find over the last couple of 

years. The botanical highlight in this area is the rare and locally distributed Convolvulus caput-medusae. This plant is 

found only on Fuerteventura and Gran Canaria and is declining on the latter because of urbanization. 

Day 6 Thursday 3rd March 

Our early morning excursion onto the desert plain behind Costa Calma was very successful with repeat sightings 

of Cream-coloured Courser and Houbara Bustard, but the big surprise of the morning was a fine male Black-

bellied Sandgrouse. As previously mentioned, this species has not been recorded on any recent trips and so was 

an unexpected bonus and the views were very good.  

 

After breakfast, our first stop for the day was along the Barranco La Pared where, after some searching, we 

eventually located a pair of Canary Islands Stonechats in the barranco just after the cheese factory. Then, near to 

the goat pens, we saw a White Wagtail and three close but rather brief Trumpeter Finches including a very nice 

male with its bright orange-red bill, grey head and pinky breast and rump.  

 

From here we drove inland to Pajara where we had a brief look around the town barranco whilst Tony and Paul 

did a quick shop for our picnic. Species here included a couple of Fuerteventura (African) Blue Tits and a Lesser 

Emperor dragonfly. Lunch was taken at Castillo de Lara, which is the only picnic area in this part of 

Fuerteventura, and also happens to be the location for Apteranthes burchardii, its basionym being Caralluma 
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burchardii. This plant is a succulent and is rather cactus-like in appearance; unfortunately we were unable to locate 

any flowers on any of the plants that we found.  

 

Our main location for the afternoon was the barranco at Vega de Rio Palmas, which has some natural running 

water and can be a good location for dragonflies. Our afternoon exploration of the area produced a single Turtle 

Dove, a few African Blue Tits, Sardinian and Spectacled Warblers, plus a few dragonflies including Sahara 

Bluetail, Epaulet Skimmer and Broad Scarlet.  

 

The final stop for the day was at the Mirador de Las Peñitas where the main attraction was the population of 

introduced Barbary Ground Squirrels that live on the hillsides and have become rather tame and attracted to 

handouts from tourists. The major ornithological interest at this site is the Egyptian Vulture nest ledge that can 

be seen distantly from here, and today we were in luck as there were a couple of birds present, but even with the 

telescope the views weren’t good because of the distance and the heat haze which made viewing difficult. We 

then returned to our hotel. 

Day 7 Friday 4th March 

It was our last full day in the field and we began with a visit to the Jandia National Park in the south of the 

island. In this area we were able to locate the very rare and very localised Euphorbia handiensis, a cactus-like species 

found at only two locations on the planet. This is one of the rarest species of flora recorded on the tour and one 

of the major botanical highlights that this tour has to offer.  

 

Moving back into Morro Jable, we stopped for a short time at the Stella Canaris resort where we had good views 

of about ten Monk Parakeets and heard an African Blue Tit. Just a short distance from here, on the new golf 

course, we saw about twenty Cattle Egrets. Moving back towards the hotel, we called at Risco del Paso but there 

was very little in evidence, so our last stop for the morning was just a little further along near Los Gorriones on 

Playa Barca. Although rather distant, we located two Audouin’s Gulls and a small group of about a dozen 

Kentish Plovers which were also very distant, even through the telescopes.  

 

Lunch was taken in a pizza place near the petrol station in Costa Calma, and once we had all finished, we 

dropped a couple of people back at the hotel for an afternoon of leisure. The rest of us went for a look around 

the vegetation at La Lajita, which is now a well-known location for Laughing Dove, a recent coloniser on the 

island from continental Africa. It didn’t take us too long to locate this species and after a short time wandering 

around the area, we had seen a total of eight individuals of this distinctive dove which averages smaller in size 

than its congener, the European Turtle Dove. Also in this area we encountered a species which is heading 

towards the status of an introduction and that is the Red-vented Bulbul. Obviously this species originated from 

birds in captivity, but it seems to be self-sustaining and breeding in the wild with a population that is increasing 

with time: a potential armchair tick in the future. We saw two of these birds in the heavily vegetated area on the 

opposite side of the road to the wildlife park.  

 

The final destination for the day was the plantation at Costa Calma which is predominantly planted with a 

species of Casuarina, however we saw very little of note here. 
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Day 8 Saturday 5th March 

Today was the final day of the tour and, thanks to the change of flight times compared to last year, we had more 

time available to spend in the field. We started the day with an early excursion onto the plain behind Costa 

Calma which resulted in further sightings of Houbara Bustard, Cream-coloured Courser and a few Lesser Short-

toed Larks.  

 

After breakfast and checking out of our hotel, our next stop was the Barranco de La Torre where we were able 

to wander at our leisure for a couple of hours. The highlight here was a couple of pairs of Canary Island 

Stonechats, supported by a pair of Ruddy Shelduck accompanied by fourteen ducklings, a Little Ringed Plover, 

nine Black-winged Stilts, a few Spectacled Warblers, a Sardinian Warbler and four Trumpeter Finches. This was a 

nice selection of species, all of which were seen well and at a very relaxed pace.  

 

Our lunch today was taken in the restaurant Los Caracolitos at the Salinas del Carmen, which usually also 

provides a few birds in the bay or offshore. Today things were rather quiet but we did see a couple of Ruddy 

Turnstones and a Sandwich Tern. There was only time after lunch for a quick visit to the Las Salinas Golf where 

we observed half a dozen Coots, a couple of Moorhens, and the final new species for the trip: four Red-rumped 

Swallows seen in association with half a dozen or more House Martins. These birds gave us some excellent views 

and were a fitting climax to the tour on the bird front.  

 

Over the last couple of days on Fuerteventura we added various plant species to our list, as well as the special 

species already mentioned, including Atriplex semilunaris, Suaeda vera, Traganum moquinii, Pistacia atlantica, Calotropis 

procera, Echium decaisnei, Heliotropium erosum, Notoceras bicorne, Minuartia platyphylla, Asteriscus sericeus, Dittrichia viscosa, 

Glebionis coronaria, Launaea nudicaulis, Citrullus colocynthis, Euphorbia regis-jubae, Lotus glinoides, Ononis hesperia, Scoparius 

muricatus, Cistanche phelipaea, Limonium sinuatum, Emex spinose, Lycium intricatum, Tamarix africana, Zygophyllum 

fontanesii, Asphodelus tenuifolius, Asparagus horridus, Juncus acutus, Phalaris paradoxa and Polypogon monspeliensis.  

 

Soon it was time for our return flight to London Gatwick where another very successful trip to these beautiful 

islands came to an end. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (73 species) 

PHASIANIDAE 
Barbary Partridge Alectoris barbara 
We saw this species on both Tenerife and Fuerteventura, our first encounter being on the first afternoon as we 
drove up to Vilaflor.  
 
ANATIDAE 
Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 
This species was seen daily on Fuerteventura but only in small numbers. On the final day we saw a pair with 
fourteen chicks on the small dam in the Barranco de La Torre. 
 
PROCELLARIIDAE 
Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris borealis 
Recorded on three dates on this tour with a maximum of over seven hundred and fifty seen from the ferry when 
we went over to La Gomera. It really was quite an experience to watch these birds as they effortlessly glided over 
the waves with their wing tips clipping the water occasionally. Also seen from Las Galletas, Tenerife on the 1st 
March and off Fuerteventura on the 4th.  
Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 
An unusual species on this tour and some of us saw five on the crossing from Tenerife to La Gomera on the 
29th. 
 
THRESKIORNITHIDAE 
Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 
Three birds were seen on the small dam at Amarilla Golf during the first afternoon, the 27th, and then on Playa 
Barça on Fuerteventura we saw three on the 3rd and six the following day. 
 
ARDEIDAE 
Western Cattle Egret Bulbulcus ibis 
We only saw this species on Fuerteventura with one on the 3rd and then about twenty the following day on the 
golf course behind the Stella Canaris in Playa de Jandia. 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta 
Two were seen on Tenerife on the 1st, and on Fuerteventura a maximum of thirteen were seen by Tony at Playa 
Barça on the 3rd.  
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 
Seen on a total of six dates during the tour; two on Tenerife and daily on Fuerteventura. 
 
SULIDAE 
Northern Gannet Morus bassanus 
Two were seen from the ferry to La Gomera on the 29th, and individuals off Fuerteventura on the 2nd and 4th. 
 
ACCIPITRIDAE 
Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus majorensis 
This recently described endemic subspecies is now critically endangered; we saw five on the 3rd including an 
adult and juvenile on the nest ledge above the Presa de Las Peñitas. 
Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus granti 
The only one seen was at the Mirador Lagrimona, Tenerife on the 28th. 
Common Buzzard Buteo buteo insularum 
Another endemic subspecies but this one was seen on all the main islands visited and on five dates in total. 
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FALCONIDAE 
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus canariensis and dacotiae 
F. t. canariensis common and widespread on both Tenerife and La Gomera and recorded daily on those islands. 
F. t. dacotiae not as numerous as its western counterpart, but it was recorded daily on Fuerteventura.  
Barbary Falcon  Falco pelegrinoides 
One found by Len on the cliffs at Punta de Teno on the 28th was joined by a second bird in flight. Then on the 
2nd another pair was seen, this time by those who went with Paul to Chinamada. Finally, a single bird was seen 
in the vicinity of Mirador Las Peñitas on the 3rd on Fuerteventura. Five different birds is a very good showing 
for this species on this tour. 
 
RALLIDAE 
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
Only seen on Fuerteventura where two were seen in the Barranco de La Torre on each of our visits.  
Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 
This species was recorded from the same location as the previous species but four were noted on each visit, and 
two were seen on the dam at Salinas Golf. 
 
OTIDAE 
Houbara Bustard Chlamydotis undulata fuertaventurae  
We saw two birds on our first attempt in the desert area behind Costa Calma on the 2nd, then the following 
morning and on the 5th the male was seen on his display ground. The only records of this species on this tour 
came from the Costa Calma plain. 
 
BURHINIDAE 
Eurasian Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus insularum 
Unfortunately this was another tour when the only record was of calling birds on the 4th. 
 
RECURVIROSTRIDAE 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 
Nine were on the small dam at the inland section of Barranco de La Torre on both our visits. 
 
CHARADRIIDAE 
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 
Rather scarce on this tour with single birds being seen at Las Graveras de Las Galletas on the 1st and at the 
Barranco de La Torre, Fuerteventura on the 2nd and 5th. 
Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus 
On Fuerteventura a small group of about a dozen birds were seen rather distantly on Playa Barça on the 4th. 
 
SCOLOPACIDAE 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 
One was seen in the harbour at Los Cristianos on the 29th and then two at Risco del Paso, Fuerteventura on the 
4th.  
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 
One was on the dam at Amarilla Golf on our first afternoon and then one on our final morning on 
Fuerteventura were the only records for the trip. 
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 
One on the dam at Amarilla Golf on our first afternoon and then one at Risco del Paso were the only records 
for the tour. 
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 
Two were seen at Salinas del Carmen on the last day of the tour. 
 
GLAREOLIDAE 
Cream-coloured Courser Cursorius cursor 
Only recorded from the Costa Calma plain on Fuerteventura where we saw nine on our first afternoon, fifteen 
on our second visit and then two on our third and final visit. Apart from the expected adult birds, we also saw 
chicks on two occasions. 
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STERCORARIIDAE 
Great Skua Stercorarius skua 
One was seen from the La Gomera ferry on the 29th; this is a scarce bird which is infrequently seen around the 
Canary Islands. 
 
STERNIDAE 
Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 
This species was recorded on three dates on Fuerteventura with a maximum of twenty plus on  
the 4th.  
 
LARIDAE 
Black-headed Gull Croicocephalus ridibundus 
The only record for the trip was a solitary bird at Los Cristianos on the 29th. 
Audouin’s Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii  
Two birds were seen on the beach at Playa Barça on the 3rd by Tony, and then the following day by the whole 
group. 
Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis atlantis  
This was a common and widespread bird seen daily throughout the tour and on all islands visited. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 
The only record was four birds seen around the harbour at Los Cristianos on the 29th.   
 
PTEROCLIDIDAE 
Black-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis 
The only record, and the first one seen by Naturetrek for a couple of years, was a male seen in the desert of the 
Costa Calma plain on the morning of the 3rd, well picked out from its surroundings by Diane. 
 
COLUMBIDAE 
Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba livia 
This was a common and widespread species seen daily during the tour,  
Laurel Pigeon Columba junoniae 
This species was seen on Tenerife and La Gomera: two birds at Mirador Lagrimona on the 28th and then four 
the following day in the Garajonay National Park on La Gomera. 
Bolle’s Pigeon Columba bollii 
Four birds were seen well in flight, and perched briefly, at the Mirador El Bailadero in the Parque Nacional de 
Garajonay on La Gomera. Then, on the 2nd on Tenerife, those who went with Tony to the picnic area at Llano 
de Los Viejos saw at least nine birds, most of which were in flight but a couple did perch briefly. 
European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 
The only records for the tour were a single bird seen at the Barranco de Las Peñitas, Fuerteventura on the 3rd 
and one was heard on the final morning. 
Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 
This was a common and widespread species seen daily during the tour. 
Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 
The only birds seen on this tour were at the usual location of La Lajita, Fuerteventura where we saw eight on the 
4th. 
 
PSITTACIDAE 
Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri 
Four were seen in Ten Bel, Tenerife during the afternoon of the 1st. 
Monk Parakeet  Myiopsitta monachus 
Two were seen at Ten Bel, Tenerife on the 1st, and then in and around the Stella Canaris at Playa d Jandia on 
Fuerteventura on the 4th when we saw about ten birds. 
 
STRIGIDAE 
Long-eared Owl Asio otus canariensis 
This species was only seen by a fortunate few in the grounds of the Finca Salamanca. It was seen on three 
occasions and on one of these, the night of the 28th, two birds were seen. 
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APODIDAE 
Plain Swift Apus unicolor 
We had many encounters with this species whilst on Tenerife but rather surprisingly, did not see it on 
Fuerteventura. 
 
UPUPIDAE 
Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 
Seen on all islands visited. Scarce on Tenerife and La Gomera but far more numerous on Fuerteventura.  
 
PICIDAE 
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major canariensis 
Only recorded on the 1st when we finally got up the mountain and reached the Zona Recreativa de Las Lajas, 
where we saw about six birds. 
 
LANIIDAE 
Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor koenigi 
One was seen on our first afternoon on Tenerife by a fortunate few, and then it was recorded daily on 
Fuerteventura with a maximum of more than twenty on the 4th. 
 
CORVIDAE 
Common Raven Corvus corax tingitanus 
Seen at both Punta de Teno and Las Lajas on Tenerife, and daily in greater numbers on Fuerteventura. 
 
REGULIDAE 
Tenerife Kinglet Regulus teneriffae 
This controversial species was seen on three consecutive dates; one on La Gomera, then on Tenerife -  one at 
Las Lajas and the following day at least four around the picnic area at Llano de Los Viejos. 
 
PARIDAE 
Fuerteventura (African) Blue Tit Cyanistes teneriffae degener 
C. t. degener is a scarce resident on Fuerteventura, where it was well represented by more than ten birds seen on 
the 3rd at various locations including Pajara, Castillo de Lara and Vega de Rio Palmas. The following day we 
heard one at the Stella Canaris, Playa de Jandia. 
Tenerife (African) Blue Tit Cyanistes teneriffae teneriffae 
This species was seen daily on Tenerife and La Gomera, but only in small numbers. 
 
ALAUDIDAE 
Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens polatzeki 
We saw this species, in varying numbers, on all three of our visits to the Costa Calma plain on Fuerteventura. 
 
PYCNONOTIDAE 
Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer 
Two of these recent introductions to Fuerteventura were seen on the 4th. 
 
HIRUNDINIDAE 
Common House Martin Delichon urbicum 
A group of about eighteen birds were seen over the Finca Salamanca on our first evening on Tenerife and then 
half a dozen were seen on Fuerteventura on the last day of the tour. 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 
A group of five birds were seen on Fuerteventura on the 4th. 
Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica 
A nice little group of four birds were seen at our last stop for the tour, the Las Salinas Golf Course on 
Fuerteventura. 
 
PHYLLOSCOPIDAE 
Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus colybita 
Two birds were seen on Fuerteventura on the 4th. 
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Canary Islands Chiffchaff Phylloscopus canariensis 
This was a common and widespread species on Tenerife and La Gomera, but during the tour it was more often 
heard than seen, which is normal for this species. 
  
SYLVIIDAE 
Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 
This species was recorded on all dates bar the final day, but only sighted on Tenerife when two birds were seen 
on the 2nd.  
Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata orbitalis 
One was seen at Amarilla Golf, Tenerife on the first afternoon, and then on Fuerteventura we saw two on the 
3rd and finally more than five on our last morning.   
Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala leucogastra 
One was seen at Chinamada on Tenerife on the morning of the 2nd, and then on Fuerteventura two were seen 
on the 3rd and one on the last morning of the tour. 
 
TURDIDAE 
Common Blackbird Turdus merula cabrerae 
This endemic subspecies was common and widespread on Tenerife and La Gomera. 
 
MUSCICAPIDAE 
Canary Islands Robin Erithacus rubecula superbus 
This species was seen at Monte del Agua on the 28th and then around the barbeque area at Llano de Los Viejos, 
Monte Las Mercedes on the 2nd.  
Canary Islands Stonechat Saxicola dacotiae 
This highly prized endemic was only recorded on two dates: the 3rd when two were seen in the Barranco de La 
Pared, and on the 5th two pairs were seen in the Barranco de La Torre area. 
 
PASSERIDAE  
Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis 
A few were seen daily on Fuerteventura. 
 
MOTACILLIDAE 
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea canariensis 
A very poor showing for this endemic subspecies as we only saw two birds on Tenerife on the 28th. 
White Wagtail Motacilla alba 
The only bird seen was in the Barranco La Pared, Fuerteventura, on the 3rd. 
Berthelot’s Pipit Anthus berthelotii berthelotii 
We recorded this species daily, except for the 29th when we took the ferry over to La Gomera for the day. 
 
FRINGILIDAE 
Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs canariensis 
This endemic subspecies was seen on La Gomera and around the picnic area at Llano de Los Viejos. The male is 
very different when compared to its northern European counterpart and must be a future candidate for 
promotion to full species. 
Blue Chaffinch Fringilla teydea teydea 
About eight birds, including both sexes, were seen at the Zona Recreativa de Las Lajas.  
Atlantic Canary Serinus canaria 
This species was seen daily on Tenerife and La Gomera. 
European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis parva 
We only recorded this species on Fuerteventura where four were seen on the 3rd and it was heard the following 
day. 
Common Linnet Linaria cannabina harterti and meadewaldoi 
L c. meadewaldoi was recorded on three dates from Tenerife and La Gomera and L. c. harterti was heard on 
Fuerteventura. 
Canary Islands Trumpeter Finch Bucanetes githagineus amantum 
As usual we only recorded this species on Fuerteventura with three in the Barranco La Pared on the 3rd and then 
four in the Barranco de La Torre on the final morning. 
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Butterfly List 

African Migrant  Catopsilia florella Canary Island Large White  Pieris cheiranthi 
Small White  Pieris rapae Bath White  Pontia daplidice 
Clouded Yellow  Colias croceus Greenish Black-tip  Euchloe charlonia 
Canary Brimstone  Gonopteryx cleobule Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeas 
Long-tailed Blue  Lampides boeticus Canary Blue  Cyclyrius webbianus 
Monarch  Danaus plexippus Painted Lady  Vanessa cardui 
Canary Speckled Wood  Pararge xiphioides  

Dragonfly List 

Sahara Bluetail  Ischnura saharensis Ubiquitous Bluetail  Ischnura senegalensis 
Blue Emperor  Anax imperator Lesser Emperor  Anax parthenope 
Broad Scarlet  Crocothemis erythraea Epaulet Skimmer  Orthetrum chrysostigma 
Red-veined Darter  Sympetrum fonscolombii  

Other Insects 

Blue Flash Colours Grasshopper Oedipoda caerulescens Red Winged Grasshopper  Acrotylus sp. Poss. insubricus 
Gendarme Bug  Lygaeus sp. Caterpillar Hunting Wasp  Delta dimidiatipenne 
Bumble Bee  Bombus canariensis Honey Bee  Apis millifera 
Seven-spot Ladybird  Coccinella septempunctata Two-spot Ladybird  Adalia bipunctata 
Tropical Tent Web Spider  Cyrtophora citricola Wasp Spider  Argiope bruennichi 
Crab Spider  Thomisidae sp. Devil’s Flower Mantis  Blepharopsis mendica 

Mammal List 

Common Bottle-nosed Dolphin  Tursiops truncatus Barbary Ground Squirrel  Atlantoxerus getulus 
Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus  

Plants (*** = Canary Islands endemic,**  = Atlantic Islands endemic, *   = Single Island endemic) 

Please Note: Nomenclature contained within this list follows the taxonomic amendments, based on DNA analysis, made 

by the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and the Missouri Botanic Garden, and following The Plant List, an internationally 

accepted list of vascular plant families, published and maintained by these two institutions. 

 

Scientific name Common name Location 

      

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES   

      

Lycophytes Clubmosses & Quillworts   

      

Sellaginellaceae Lesser Clubmoss Family   

Selaginella denticulata Mediterranean Clubmoss  Garajonay N.P. 

      

Leptosporangiate Ferns True Ferns   

      

Blechnaceae Hard Fern Family   

Woodwardia radicans** Chain Fern Garajonay N.P. 

      

Davalliaceae Hare's-foot Fern Family   

Davallia canariensis** Hare's-foot Fern Track to Monte del Agua 

      

Dennstaedtiaceae Bracken Family   

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken Garajonay N.P. 

      



The Canary Islands Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     October 16 13 
 

Scientific name Common name Location 

      

Polypodiaceae Polypody Family   

Polypodium macaronesicum Macaronesian Polypody Chinamada, Anaga 

      

GYMNOSPERMS CONIFERS   

      

Pinaceae Pine Family   

Pinus canariensis*** Canary Islands Pine Above San Miguel 

      

ANGIOSPERMS FLOWERING PLANTS   

      

Pre-Dicots Primitive Angiosperms   

      

Lauraceae Laurel Family   

Laurus novo-canariensis**(L. azorica)  Azores Laurel Track to Monte del Agua 

      

Eu-Dicots True Dicotyledons   

      

Aizoaceae Dewplant Family   

Aizoon canariensis - Chafiras - Waste Ground 

Aptenia cordifolia Baby Sun Rose Chafiras - Waste Ground 

Mesembryanthemum crystallinum Ice Plant Punta Larga 

Mesembryanthemum nodiflorum - Chafiras - Waste Ground 

      

Amaranthaceae (Chenopodiaceae) Goosefoot Family   

Achyranthes aspera Devil's Coach-whip Garajonay N.P. 

Atriplex glauca subsp. ifniensis Shrubby Orache Chafiras - Waste Ground 

Atriplex semilunaris - Barranco del Torre 

Beta vulgaris subsp. maritima Sea Beet Las Galletas 

Suaeda vera Shrubby Sea Blight Barranco del Torre 

Traganum moquinii - Costa Calma desert 

      

Anarcardaceae Sumach Family   

Pistacia atlantica - Morro Jable - Waste ground 

      

Apiaceae Carrot Family   

Astydamia latifolia Canary Samphire Punta de Teno 

Drusa glandulosa -   

Ferula linkii   Above San Miguel 

Foeniculum vulgare Fennel Common 

      

Apocynaceae Periwinkle Family   

Calotropis procera Apple of Sodom Morro Jable - Waste ground 

Caralluma burchardii*** - Castillio de Lara 

Ceropegia dichotoma*** Tenerife Wax Plant Chafiras - Waste Ground 

Ceropegia fusca*** - Punta de Teno 

Periploca laevigata*** - Chafiras - Waste Ground 

      

Aquifoliaceae Holly Family   

Ilex canariensis*** Canary Island Holly Garajonay N.P. 

      

Araliaceae Ivy Family   

Hedera canariensis*** Canary Ivy Mirador del Rejo 
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Scientific name Common name Location 

      

Boraginaceae Borage Family   

Echium acanthocarpum* Gomeran Bugloss Garajonay N.P. 

Echium aculeatum*** - Chinamada, Anaga 

Echium decaisnei*** Gran Canaria Bugloss Castillio Lara 

Echium giganteum* Giant White Bugloss Mirador Lagrimona 

Echium plantagineum Purple Viper's-bugloss Above San Miguel 

Echium strictum*** Rough-leaved Bugloss Chinamada, Anaga 

Echium virescens* Tenerife Viper's-bugloss Above San Miguel 

Echium wildpretii* Teide Bugloss Boca de Tauce 

Heliotropium erosum*** - Costa Calma desert 

      

Brassicaceae Cabbage Family   

Descurania bourgeauana**   Boca de Tauce 

Erysimum bicolor** - Garajonay N.P. 

Erysimum scoparium* Canary Island Wallflower Boca de Tauce 

Hirschfeldia incana Hoary Mustard Chafiras - Waste Ground 

Lobularia canariensis*** Canary Islands Alison Punto de Teno 

Notoceras bicorne - Peninsula Jandia 

      

Cactaceae Cactus Family   

[Opuntia dellinii] - Common 

[Opuntia ficus-indicus] Barbary Fig Common 

      

Campanulaceae Bellflower Family   

Canarina canariensis*** Canary Bellflower Track to Monte del Agua 

      

Caprifoliaceae Honeysuckle Family   

Pterocephalus dumetorus*** - Boca de Tauce 

Sambucus palmensis*** - Garajonay N.P. 

Viburnum rigidum*** Canary Island Guelder Rose Garajonay N.P. 

      

Caryophyllaceae Pink Family   

Dicheranthus plocamoides** Gomerian All-seed Barranco de la Villa 

Minuartia platyphylla - Barranco Las Penitas 

Paronychia canariensis** - Chinamada, Anaga 

Polycarpaea carnosa** Succulent All-seed Punta de Teno 

Polycarpon tetraphyllum Four-leaved Allseed San Sebastian 

Silene gallica Small-flowered Catchfly Mirador Lagrimona 

Silene vulgaris Bladder campion Track to Monte del Agua 

      

Cistaceae Cistus Family   

Cistus monspeliensis Narrow-leaved Cistus Garajonay N.P. 

Cistus symphytifolius Canary Cistus Above Vilaflor 

      

Compositae (Asteraceae) Daisy Family   

Ageratina adenophora** - Track to Monte del Agua 

Alagopappus dichotomus*** - Barranco de la Villa 

Andryala pinnatifida*** - Chinamada, Anaga 

Argyranthemum broussonetii*** - Garajonay N.P. 

Argyranthemum coronopifolium* Buenavista Daisy Punta de Teno 

Argyranthemum frutescens*** Paris Daisy Mirador Lagrimona 

Argyranthemum gracile*** - Chafiras - Waste Ground 

Argyranthemum teneriffae* - Boca de Tauce 
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Scientific name Common name Location 

      

Artemisia absinthium Wormwood Roadsides 

Asteriscus (Nauplius) sericeus* Fuerteventura Sea-daisy N of Pajara 

Bidens pilosa Bur Marigold Garajonay N.P. 

Calendula arvensis Field Marigold Above San Miguel 

Carlina salicifolia** Canary Carline Thistle Above San Miguel 

Cheirolophus burchardii* Teno Knapweed Punta de Teno 

Cheirolophus teydis* Teide Knapweed Boca de Tauce 

Cotula australis a Buttonweed Garajonay N.P. 

Dittrichia viscosa Stink Aster N of Pajara 

Galactites tomentosa Galactites Buenavista 

Glebionis coronaria Crown Daisy Barranco del Torre 

Gonospermum fruticosum*** Canary Tansy Chinamada, Anaga 

Kleinia neriifolia*** Canary Islands Candle Plant Common 

Launaea arborescens Barbed-Wire Bush Common 

Launaea nudicaulis - La Lajita 

Pallenis spinosus Pallenis Chafiras - Waste Ground 

Pericallis steetzii* Gomeran Cinararia Mirador del Rejo 

Pericallis tussilaginis - Chinamada, Anaga 

Reichardia crystalina*** - Punta de Teno 

Reichardia tingitana - Punta de Teno 

Schizogyne sericea*** Canary Samphire Chafiras - Waste Ground 

Sonchus acaulis*** Stemless Sow-thistle Track to Monte del Agua 

Sonchus canariensis*** Canary Sow-thistle Above San Miguel 

Sonchus congestus*** Anaga Sow-thistle Chinamada, Anaga 

Sonchus hierrensis*** - Garajonay N.P. 

Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle Near Garajony N.P. 

Urospermum picroides - Barranco de la Villa 

Vieraea laevigata*** Tenerife Samphire Punto de Teno 

      

Convolvulaceae Bindweed Family   

Convolvulus althaeoides Mallow-leaved Bindweed Above San Miguel 

Convolvulus caput-medusae*** Dwarf Sea Bindweed Casta Calma desert 

Cuscuta planiflora Small-seeded Dodder Barranco La Pared 

      

Crassulaceae Stonecrop Family   

Aeonium canariense* - Chinamada, Anaga 

Aeonium castello-paivae* - Garajonay N.P. 

Aeonium haworthii* - Track to Monte del Agua 

Aeonium sedifolium - Garajonay N.P. 

Aeonium subplanum* - Garajonay N.P. 

Aeonium urbicum*** Giant Houseleek Chinamada, Anaga 

Aichryson parlatorei*** - Chinamada, Anaga 

Crassula multicava** - Les Carbonarias 

Greenovia aurea*** Golden Houseleek Garajonay N.P. 

Greenovia diplocycla *** - Garajonay N.P. 

Monanthes anagensis* - Chinamada, Anaga 

Monanthes laxiflora*** - Punto de Teno 

Monanthes pallens*** - Punto de Teno 

Monanthes polyphylla*** - Punto de Teno 

      

Cucurbitaceae White Bryony Family   

Bryonia verrucosa*** - Garajonay N.P. 

[Citrullus colocynthis] Desert Gourd Barranco del Torre 
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Scientific name Common name Location 

      

Ericaceae Heather Family   

Arbutus canariensis*** Canary Strawberry Tree Garajonay N.P. 

Erica arborea Tree Heather Garajonay N.P. 

      

Euphorbiaceae Spurge Family   

Euphorbia aphylla*** Leafless Spurge Punto de Teno 

Euphorbia balsamifera*** - Chafiras - Waste Ground 

Euphorbia berthelotii*** - Barranco de la Villa 

Euphorbia canariensis*** Canary Island Cactus-spurge Near Guimar 

Euphorbia handiensis* - Peninsula Jandia 

Euphorbia lambii* Gomera Spurge Garajonay N.P. 

Euphorbia regis-jubae*** (E. lamarckii) Common Canary Spurge Castillio Lara 

Mercurialis annuus Annual Mercury Mirador Lagrimona 

[Ricinus communis] Castor Oil Plant Roadsides 

      

Fabaceae Pea Family   

Adenocarpus viscosus*** Teide Sticky Broom Las Lajas 

Bitumaria bituminosa Pitch Trefoil Punto de Teno 

Chamaecytisus proliferus*** Tagasaste Above San Miguel 

Lotus campylocladus - Above Vilaflor 

Lotus glinoides - Salinas Golf de Antigua 

Lotus sessilifolius*** - Punto de Teno 

Medicago polymorpha Toothed Medick San Sebastian 

Ononis hesperia a Yellow Restharrow Costa Calma desert 

Scoparius muricatus Scorpion Vetch Barranco Las Penitas 

Spartocytisus supranubius*** Teide White Broom Boca de Tauce 

Teline canariensis*** - Garajonay N.P. 

Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil Garajonay N.P. 

      

Frankeniaceae Sea Heath Family   

Frankenia laevis Sea Heath Chafiras - Waste Ground 

      

Fumariaceae Fumitory Family   

Fumaria muralis Common Ramping Fumitory Garajonay N.P. 

      

Geraniaceae Geranium Family   

Erodium cicutarium Common Stork's-bill Punto de Teno 

Erodium malacoides Mallow-leaved Stork's-bill Punto de Teno 

Erodium moschatum Musk Stork's-bill Chinamada, Anaga 

Geranium molle Dove's-foot Cranes-bill Garajonay N.P. 

Geranium purpureum Little Robin Garajonay N.P. 

Geranium rotundifolium Round-leaved Crane's-bill Garajonay N.P. 

      

Hypericaceae St.John's-wort Family   

Hypericum canariensis** Canary St.John's-wort El Palmar 

Hypericum grandifolium**   Mirador del Rejo 

      

Lamiaceae Dead-nettle Family   

Lavandula buchii* - Mirador Lagrimona 

Lavandula (multifida subsp.) canariensis*** Canary Island Lavender Barranco de la Villa 

Micromeria varia** Common Canary Savory Barranco de la Villa 

Sideritis cretica* Teno False Sage Punto de Teno 

Sideritis dendro-chahorra*** Anaga False Sage Chinamada, Anaga 
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Scientific name Common name Location 

      

Sideritis gomerae* Gomera False Sage Barranco de la Villa 

Sideritis lotsyi* - Barranco de la Villa 

Sideritis macrostachya*** White False Sage Las Carbonarsa 

Stachys ocymastrum - Barranco de la Villa 

      

Malvaceae Mallow Family   

Lavatera acerifolia*** Canary Tree Mallow Punto de Teno 

Malva parviflora Small-flowered Mallow Buenavista 

      

Myricaceae Sweet Gale Family   

Myrica faya** Wax Myrtle Track to Monte del Agua 

      

Orobanchaceae Broomrape Family   

Cistanche phelipaea Cistanche N of Playa Barca Pajara  

      

Oxalidaceae Wood Sorrel Family   

Oxalis pes-caprae Bermuda Buttercup Common weed 

      

Papaveraceae Poppy Family   

Eschscholzia californicum Californian Poppy Above San Miguel 

Papaver somniferum Opium Poppy Above San Miguel 

      

Plantaginaceae Plantain Family   

Isoplexis canariensis*** Canary Island Foxglove Track to Monte del Agua 

Nanorrhinum (Kickxia) heterophyllum - Costa Calma 

Plantago coronopus Stag's-horn Plantain Punto de Teno 

Plantago lagopus Hare's-tail Plantain Above San Miguel 

      

Plumbaginaceae Thrift Family   

Limonium fruticans* Tenerife Sea Lavender Punto de Teno 

Limonium macrophyllum* - Mirador Lagrimona 

Limonium pectinatum** Dwarf Sea Lavender Chafiras - Waste Ground 

Limonium sinuatum - Barranco del Torre 

      

Polygonaceae Dock Family   

Emex spinosa Emex Barranco Las Penitas 

Rumex bipinnatus - Above San Miguel 

Rumex bucephalophorus Horned Dock Chinamada, Anaga 

Rumex lunaria*** - Above San Miguel 

      

Primulaceae Primrose Family   

Anagallis arvensis (Blue) Scarlet Pimpernel Garajonay N.P. 

      

Ranunculaceae Buttercup Family   

Ranunculus cortusifolius** Atlantic Islands Buttercup Track to Monte del Agua 

      

Rosaceae Rose Family   

Marcetella moquiniana*** Red Shrubby Burnet Mirador Lagrimona 

Sanguisorba megacarpa a Burnet Above San Miguel 

      

Rubiaceae Bedstraw Family   

Phyllis nobla** Capitana Garajonay N.P. 

Rubia fruticosa** Madder Barranco de la Villa 
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Scientific name Common name Location 

      

Sherardia arvensis Field Madder Garajonay N.P. 

      

Rutaceae Rue Family   

Ruta microcarpa - Garajonay N.P. 

      

Salicaceae Willow Family   

Salix canariensis** Canary Willow Garajonay N.P. 

      

Solanaceae Nightshade Family   

Datura stramonium Thornapple San Sebastian 

Lycium intricatum - Castillio Lara 

Nicotiana glauca Shrub Tobacco Common weed 

      

Tamaricaceae Tamarisk Family   

Tamarix africana African Tamarisk Barranco de Penitas 

      

Urticaeae Nettle Family   

Forsskaolea angustifolia*** Narrow-leaved Forskaolea San Sebastian 

Gesnouinia arborea*** Tree Pellitory Garajonay N.P. 

Parietaria filamentosa*** Canarian Wall Pellitory Punto de Teno 

Urtica membranacea Membranous Nettle Chinamada, Anaga 

      

Zygophyllaceae Caltrop Family   

Fagonia cretica Fagonia Chafiras - Waste Ground 

Zygophyllum fontanesii Canarian Bean-Caper Costa Calma desert 

      

Monocots Monocotyledons   

      

Amaryllidaceae Daffodil Family   

Allium roseum Rosy Garlic Chinamada, Anaga 

Nothoscordum gracile - Chinamada, Anaga 

      

Arecaceae Palm Family   

Phoenix canariensis*** Canary Palm Below Barranco de la Villa 

[Phoenix dactylifera] Date Palm Commonly planted 

      

Asparagaceae Asparagus Family   

Asphodelus aestivus Common Asphodel Track to Monte del Agua 

Asphodelus tenuifolius an Asphodel Barranco de la Torre 

Asparagus horridus - Castillio Lara 

Dracaena draco Dragon-tree Chinamada, Anaga 

Scilla haemorrhoidalis*** - Chinamada, Anaga 

Semele androgyna - Garajonay N.P. 

      

Iridaceae Iris Family   

Romulea columnae subsp. grandiscapa*** Canary Crocus Chinamada, Anaga 

      

Juncaceae Rush Family   

Juncus acutus Sharp Rush Barranco Las Penitas 

Luzula canariensis*** Canary Woodrush Roadside, Anaga 

      

Orchidaceae Orchid Family   

Gennaria diphylla Gennaria Garajonay N.P. 
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Scientific name Common name Location 

      

Habenaria tridactylites*** Canary Twayblade Garajonay N.P. 

      

Poaceae Grass Family   

Arundo donax Great Reed Track to Monte del Agua 

Avena barbata Bristle Oat Garajonay N.P. 

Briza maxima Greater Quaking Grass Chinamada, Anaga 

Briza minor Annual Quaking Grass Chinamada, Anaga 

Cynodon dactylon Bermuda Grass San Sebastian 

Dactylis smithii** - Chinamada, Anaga 

Digitaria sanguinalis Hairy Finger-grass San Sebastian 

Hyparrhenia hirta - San Sebastian 

Pennisetum setaceum Fountain Grass Guimar 

Phalaris paradoxa Awned Canary Grass Barranco de la Torre 

Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass Chinamada, Anaga 

Polypogon monspeliensis Annual Beard-grass Barranco de la Torre 

Setaria verticillata Rough Bristle-grass La Lajita 

Stipa capensis - Guimar 

Tricholaena teneriffae - Punto de Teno 

Xanthorrhoeaceae Aloe Family   

[Aloe vera] - Naturalised 

[Agava americana] Century Plant Naturalised 

      

Fungi:     

Laurobasidium lauri Laurel Fungus Garajonay N.P. 

      

Lichens:     

Lobaria pulmonaria Lungwort Lichen Garajonay N.P. 

 


