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Tour participants: Barrie Cooper and Peter Rich (leaders) with thirteen Naturetrek clients 
 
Summary 
 
This was a fabulous week, with a variety of fantastic natural history sightings in wonderful scenery. A heatwave 
enabled the wildlife to flourish, with the high peaks of the Spanish Pyrenees visible all week. There were many 
varied highlights, providing memorable experiences for everyone. A display of Lady’s Slipper Orchids was very 
special, and we saw over twenty other species of orchids. There were plenty of other botanical highlights, including 
a beautiful Pyrenean Lily, and several other Pyrenean endemics. The bird life was excellent with several sightings 
of Bearded Vultures, and Golden, Booted and Short-toed Snake Eagles. Egyptian and Griffon Vultures appear to 
be thriving in this area. Rollers, Bee-eaters and Hoopoes added colour and excitement. Warblers included Western 
Bonelli’s, Western Orphean, Western Subalpine, Sardinian and Melodious. There were too many avian highlights 
to list them all here! Forty-seven species of butterfly were recorded, including Camberwell Beauty and Clouded 
Apollo. Visible migration of butterflies and moths was interesting, and included species such as Painted Lady, 
Clouded Yellow and Hummingbird Hawk-moth. Every day had several special moments, all appreciated by a great 
group of enthusiastic and patient people.  
 
Day 1 Sunday 24th May 
 
The late afternoon flight from Gatwick to Bilbao arrived ten minutes ahead of schedule. A few Black and Red 
Kites added some interest to the journey from Bilbao to Berdun, but it was 8.20pm by the time we arrived at Casa 
Sarasas, where Nightingales were singing. After sorting out the rooms, we swiftly moved to dinner, followed by a 
briefing for the week. 
 
Day 2 Monday 25th May 
 
Nine of the group joined the pre-breakfast walk, and were soon rewarded by an excellent sighting of a Nightingale 
singing out in the open, on a wire. We watched the bird for a few minutes as it delivered its rich song. Serins and 
a singing male Black Redstart were also cooperative, and our luck continued just down the road. A male Western 
Subalpine Warbler repeatedly sang on a roadside wire, and did the occasional display flight, the morning light 
illuminating it superbly. Likewise, a few Melodious Warblers posed with the light showing them off to perfection. 
A Hoopoe sang just thirty metres away, perched on the roof of a farm building. Add in several Corn Buntings and 
a Woodchat Shrike on top of a tree, and it was a superb start to the day and an excellent, brief birdwatching session.  
 
Following breakfast, we walked down to the Rio Veral, with Red and Black Kites flying over Berdun. A Rock 
Sparrow posed on an electricity pole, immediately followed by a distant view of an Egyptian Vulture. Fortunately, 
the vulture drifted towards us and eventually flew overhead, accompanied by a Red Kite, making another excellent 
sighting. A couple of Griffon Vultures and a few Lizard Orchids were seen as we descended the track down to the 
river. A Southern White Admiral posed for some of the group; however, an Iberian Swallowtail only provided a 
fleeting glimpse as it swiftly moved away. A pair of Marsh Harriers and a couple of Spotted Flycatchers were near 
the river, but it was a pair of Golden Orioles that provided the most excitement: they flew in a large circle around 
those of us on the bridge. A Honey Buzzard and a couple of Linnets completed the highlights from the walk. 
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After returning to the casa, we were about to depart in the vehicles when an adult Short-toed Snake Eagle was 
spotted soaring in the medium distance. We had our picnic lunch in a patch of open woodland near three David 
Nash sculptures and some Bee and Greater Butterfly Orchids. Our next destination was the Rio Aragon, with 
stops to see a Woodchat Shrike and a Melodious Warbler posing well near the road. A Cinquefoil Skipper and 
Knapweed Fritillary put in a brief appearance near the river, with Cetti’s Warbler and a pair of Golden Orioles 
heard. It was the orchids that stole the show during our walk near the river, with Bee, Sombre Bee, Riojana, 
Woodcock, Military, Pyramid, Early Purple, Marsh and Fragrant Orchids all being seen. A Yellow-legged Gull flew 
over as we walked back to the vehicles, and a couple of Bee-eaters gave us a brief flight view. The Iberian subspecies 
of Yellow Wagtail was an excellent way to end our walk; this beautiful bird fluttered around and posed near the 
river. It had been a very hot day, so we had an early finish to give everyone a chance to relax, before meeting up 
for the briefing and checklist.  
 
Day 3 Tuesday 26th May 
 
Once again, the pre-breakfast walk began in warm sunshine. Serins and Melodious Warblers were colourful species 
which posed, the morning light illuminating them to perfection. The Hoopoe was again singing on the roof of a 
farm building, and a Crested Lark strolled around in a nearby field. A Western Subalpine Warbler sang from 
roadside wires, with a family of Stonechats actively feeding below. A Woodlark could be heard down the road, and 
this wonderful songster posed on a wire to give us a good rendition, with a Woodchat Shrike perched on a nearby 
Hawthorn tree. Just a little further on, a Western Orphean Warbler was singing and, quite surprisingly, was on top 
of a dead tree before darting off to thick cover. However, the little character soon returned, enabling everyone to 
get a brief, but good view. It had been another very successful pre-breakfast walk.  
 
The Hecho Valley was our destination for today, with a brief stop near a field of cattle where an adult and immature 
Egyptian Vulture were feeding. The road up the valley went through mixed forest, and a Red Squirrel posed very 
conveniently on a large sign next to the road. The squirrel didn’t appear fazed by two minibuses full of people 
watching it but, after a few minutes, it moved into the forest. After driving the long and winding road, we finally 
arrived at the car park near Gabardito Refugio, where we were delighted to see a Citril Finch on the tarmac. 
Everyone managed to see this smart bird from the vehicles, but it flew as soon as a door was opened. Our luck 
continued after leaving the vehicles: in a meadow, a Red-backed Shrike was on top of a Hawthorn and another 
Citril Finch was nearby. A Linnet and Spotted Flycatcher were seen, before we witnessed the aerial gymnastics of 
five Alpine Swifts flying overhead. Duke of Burgundy and Speckled Wood were two species of butterflies as we 
walked along the track through the forest, before we eventually reached the cliff face where Wallcreepers have 
bred in the past. Unfortunately, we didn’t see this charismatic bird, but we did manage good views of singing 
Western Bonelli’s Warblers, Red-billed Choughs and Griffon Vultures. An Iberian Green Woodpecker was heard 
calling from the other side of the valley, but there was no chance of seeing it. Lunch was taken in the car park, 
after a hike down the trail. 
 
The afternoon was spent in a different part of the Hecho Valley, with our first stop at the Boca de Infierno (“the 
mouth of hell”!). House Martins were visiting their mud nests on the cliff faces on both sides of the gorge, and 
Grey Wagtail and Black-veined White butterfly were also seen here. The road eventually brought us into a wide 
valley with high mountains ahead, forming the border with France, a spot known as Guarrinza. The grass-covered 
areas bordering the road are good for Alpine Marmots, and we soon found some on both sides. One Marmot was 
seen removing soil from the entrance to its burrow, and others were either feeding or sitting on rocks. After we 
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had watched them for around ten minutes, a couple of Marmots started whistling their alarm call, which resulted 
in individuals running in the direction of the sentries. A couple of more distant Marmots ran at speed, as though 
heading for safety. On the slope above us, seven Marmots eventually gathered, clearly in anticipation of potential 
danger. An Egyptian Vulture had been flying around, but was not the source of the Marmots concern.  
 
Eventually, we spotted a Golden Eagle soaring over a ridge, and the Marmots disappeared to their underground 
sanctuaries. The eagle drifted off to the French side and wasn’t seen again. However, the action continued, because 
an adult Bearded Vulture was drifting along a ridge, and descended to scan the side of the valley. Another adult 
vulture appeared, and the two drifted low over the ground, before climbing high to the ridge, where one rested on 
the ground for a couple of minutes. We had been watching the Bearded Vultures for at least ten minutes before 
they drifted over to the French side. A Pyrenean Chamois was on the far side of the valley, and a Red-backed 
Shrike occasionally appeared below us. It had been a fascinating afternoon in this part of the Hecho Valley. 
Immediately after arriving back at the casa, some of the group saw a pale-morph Booted Eagle low over the garden.  
 
Day 4 Wednesday 27th May 
 
It was another warm, sunny start to the day, and the heatwave continued with temperatures reaching over 30°C. 
Soon after setting off, an Egyptian Vulture was seen heading towards the casa and would have been seen from the 
garden. Taking a road to Fago, we soon stopped to see a Roller on a roadside wire and, a kilometre further down 
the road, a Turtle Dove on another wire. A winding road eventually brought us to a viewpoint in the Fago Gorge, 
where we had a great view of a Griffon Vulture nest, with two chicks and a parent. There were plenty of Griffons 
to be seen with other nests on neighbouring cliffs, and a Peregrine put in an appearance, circling over the tops. A 
walk down the road towards Fago was very productive for plants and butterflies. Italian Gladiolus, Dropwort, 
Shrubby Restharrow and Lax-flowered Orchid were some of the botanical highlights. Butterflies included Iberian 
and Common Swallowtails, Pearly Heath, and Provençal, Marsh and Glanville Fritillaries. There were several 
Hummingbird Hawk-moths, but even they were outdone by two stunning Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moths, 
which were feeding on flowers on the bank next to the road. Birds included Crag Martin, Red-billed Chough, 
Western Bonelli’s Warbler, Chiffchaff and an adult Short-toed Snake Eagle soaring over the bottom of the road.  
 
Following this excellent walk, more long and winding roads took us higher into the Pyrenees, right up to the border 
with France. An adult Bearded Vulture was conveniently spotted near a parking area, enabling us to pull off the 
road and watch it soaring below us, before it drifted away. Lunch was taken in an area called Larra Belagua, near 
the start of a hike called La Contienda. After completing our lunch, we walked along part of the route, through an 
area of limestone with open woodland of Austrian Pine and Juniper, which looked very attractive in the warm 
sunshine. Alpine Choughs flew overhead, Coal Tits and Chaffinches seemed to be everywhere, the occasional 
Western Bonelli’s Warbler gave reasonable views, and a few Dunnocks sang. The avian highlight was probably a 
male Ring Ouzel which played hide-and-seek in trees on the hillside above us. Butterflies included Large Wall 
Brown and Piedmont Ringlet. It was then a long drive back to Berdun and the casa, for a quick break before dinner.  
 

Dinner was in a restaurant in Assos, a nearby village which lies on the Camino de Santiago pilgrimage route. After 
a pleasant meal, we had a night drive in the hope of seeing some creatures of the night, but a Roe Deer was the 
only mammal. We eventually found a European Nightjar sitting on a quiet road, seemingly comfortable with the 
headlights of one minibus illuminating it. Another Nightjar flew in a couple of times, perhaps feeding on moths 
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attracted to the light from the vehicle. We drove on to another quiet place to do a spot of stargazing. Unfortunately, 
the moon was approaching full, so the sky wasn’t particularly dark; however, Jupiter, Venus and quite a few stars 
were visible. The four largest moons of Jupiter were seen, as were several artificial satellites. We looked at the 
double stars Mizar and Alcor, the Beehive star cluster in Cancer, Regulus, Arcturus, Vega, Polaris and a few 
constellations. It was an interesting end to another very good day. 

Day 5 Thursday 28th May 
 
After breakfast, we drove up the road to Berdun village to have a walk around, to enjoy the view, and to visit a 
folk music museum known as Casa Chuglar, and a photographic exhibition at the village hall. The owner, Angel, 
gave us a guided tour, explaining the use of various old instruments, and demonstrating their use with some music 
from the past. Peter then provided a guided tour of the village. It was early afternoon by the time we reached the 
ski resort of Astun, where the large car park provided the base for a walk up the slopes of the adjacent mountain. 
A Short-toed Snake Eagle was immediately seen as it soared overhead, with Crag Martins a regular presence. Some 
of the group went ahead to hike further up the mountain, and were rewarded with birds such as Rock Bunting, 
Northern Wheatear and Black Redstart. Two or three Pyrenean Chamois were doing “kings of the mountain” 
impressions, and cast their beady eyes on the walkers below them. A couple of Alpine Marmots were also seen as 
they poked their heads above rocks on the skyline. Butterworts were in flower, their leaves adorned with insects 
they had captured. On the way down, a tree had vocal and active Firecrest, Western Bonelli’s Warbler and Coal 
Tit reacting to a Red-backed Shrike. A few Hummingbird Hawk-moths and several Piedmont Ringlets were ever-
present. Sooty and Purple-edged Coppers were also notable butterflies seen during the walk. On return to the car 
park, an adult Bearded Vulture was drifting along a distant ridge.  
 
The drive to another part of the valley brought us yet another Short-toed Snake Eagle before we had lunch. There 
then followed a walk, through meadows and open forest, down the valley. Burnt-tip Orchid and Red Squirrel were 
notable sightings, but a splendid Pyrenean Lily with immaculate yellow flowers was the undoubted highlight here. 
On completion of the hike down the valley, we drove the short distance to Canfranc for a coffee/other 
refreshments. We then visited the impressive Canfranc Station, where Peter told us about the history of this rather 
unique building.  
 
Day 6 Friday 29th May 
 
The heatwave continued, with temperatures possibly reaching 36°C in some places we passed through. Nine people 
did the pre-breakfast walk, and they were rewarded in style. The Hoopoe and Black Redstarts were at their regular 
locations, the Melodious and Western Subalpine Warblers were singing in their usual places, and a male Sardinian 
Warbler also showed well today. Crested Larks and Stonechats foraged in a recently cut field, and a Woodlark 
appeared with a very large grasshopper or stick insect. As we progressed further, we were delighted when a Tawny 
Pipit flew in to a dead tree and started singing, followed by a display flight. Incredibly, the pipit continued to sing 
and do its display flight from the same tree as we slowly walked closer. The Tawny Pipit wasn’t the slightest bit 
concerned as we passed, and we took many photos of this fine bird. A Northern Wheatear briefly appeared in the 
same tree as the pipit to add to the interest. Just a little further on, a Roller was spotted flying over a ploughed 
field: it landed at the top of a tree. This colourful bird posed long enough for everyone to have scope views, before 
it flew to the top of another tree. A satisfied group arrived back for a slightly later breakfast, after a very successful 
walk. As we gathered to board the minibuses, a Booted Eagle was spotted from the garden, soaring over nearby 



The Spanish Pyrenees Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek July 26 6 
 

fields. Our luck continued when a Honey Buzzard was also seen soaring, before flying right over our heads. Some 
excellent birds had already been seen this morning, and we hadn’t been in the minibuses yet!  
 
Our destination today was the Aisa valley. After parking, we saw our first Sparrowhawk soaring over a forest on 
the other side of the valley. We walked up the broad track through some woodland, finding Lady and Man Orchids 
on the verge. After reaching the open valley, we split into two groups, with one group hiking to the end of the 
valley. The hikers were soon rewarded with the fine sight of a male Red-backed Shrike in a prominent position on 
the top of a tree. Possibly the same bird was then found on top of another tree, but much closer to the track. After 
we had watched it for a couple of minutes, a female was spotted, partially hidden in the same tree. Fortunately, she 
moved to the edge, in a more visible position. The male flew to the ground twenty metres away, and returned to 
perch next to the female. He had caught a beetle, which he passed onto the female: she gratefully accepted. The 
male then flew off to bring back another beetle to pass onto his mate: we were witnessing courtship feeding. The 
male Red-backed Shrike then started displaying to the female, with the two birds just a few centimetres away from 
each other on the same branch. It was a privilege to watch these two attractive birds performing their rituals, and 
yet another remarkable sighting for the day.  
 

 

 

 
Alpine Marmots  Nightingale 

 

 

 
Pyrenean Lilies  Tawny Pipit 

Further along, a Mistle Thrush was singing from the top of a small pine tree, looking rather smart in the bright 
sunshine. Just a little further on, a group of ten Red-billed Choughs had one Alpine Chough accompanying them. 
Obligingly, the choughs flew towards us and fed on a grassy slope around seventy metres away. Our walk along 
the valley floor continued with a male Yellowhammer singing from a large rock, before he flew past us and 
disappeared. Three Chamois were high on the slopes, and a Red Fox ambled among rocks towards the end of the 
valley. On the return walk, a juvenile Egyptian Vulture flew along the cliffs, while Griffon Vultures were a regular 
presence. Common and Iberian Swallowtails were some of the butterflies, but were outnumbered by plenty of 
migrating Painted Ladies.  
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Lunch was a short drive down the Aisa Valley, where there were some convenient picnic tables near a river. A 
Dipper flew swiftly upstream, and a pair of calling Bullfinches were only briefly seen by one or two people. A walk 
through the nearby woodland was relatively quiet, perhaps due to it being very hot. However, a Western Green 
Lizard was seen among the roots of a tree, while Queen of Spain Fritillary and Duke of Burgundy were some of 
the butterflies seen, and a good specimen of Burnt-tip Orchid was a botanical highlight. 
 
Day 7 Saturday 30th May 
 
We had another fine start to the day, and the regular birds were in their usual positions. Hoopoe, Black Redstart, 
Spotless Starling, Melodious Warbler and Nightingale greeted the early morning sunshine. A Red-backed Shrike 
was harassed by Corn Buntings, which were feeding nestlings in the hedgerows. Close by, a Woodchat Shrike also 
took up prominent positions. A Woodlark sang from a wire, and a Cuckoo was heard in the distance. The Tawny 
Pipit arrived on cue, and perched in the same dead tree, before being disturbed by a passing truck. A Marsh Harrier 
and a Common Buzzard hunted the fields, where Crested Larks were feeding. Unfortunately, our walk was curtailed 
by a flock of sheep and goats coming up the road, so we moved swiftly ahead of them to make our way back to 
the casa for breakfast.  
 
Just a few minutes after setting off, an emergency stop was necessary, due to a Roller perched on roadside wires: 
we had a close and clear view of this attractive bird. Our destination this morning was Portalet, close to the French 
border, with the extinct volcano known as Pic du Midi d’Ossau towering in the distance. Before we arrived at 
Portalet, we stopped to view a truly stunning display of Lady’s Slipper Orchids. The flowers were in perfect 
condition, and there were at least seven clumps along a path, the most impressive being near the road. Many 
photographs were taken: the orchids were the highlight of the trip for some of the group. A ranger employed to 
protect the orchids gave us a brief talk about the plants: this is their only known site in the western Spanish 
Pyrenees, so it was a privilege to see them. There were several Duke of Burgundy butterflies (looking immaculate) 
as we walked the path. A few kilometres further on, we parked at Portalet and walked along a track to an open 
area, where walking trails presented various options.  
 
We split into two groups, with some hiking to higher ground and the remainder exploring the lower area, where 
Water Pipits displayed, and Northern Wheatears and Black Redstarts flew from rock to rock. Griffon Vultures, 
Alpine and Red-billed Choughs passed over, and Painted Ladies were on migration. A male Common Rock Thrush 
obligingly perched on a ridge before the hikers started, but it flew off and wasn’t seen again. A Yellowhammer was 
more obliging and remained in the same position for several minutes, giving good scope views. The hikers ascended 
the narrow path, having brief views of an adult Bearded Vulture on the way up. 
 
A high point was eventually reached, where Water Pipits displayed while we scanned the rocks. A male Common 
Rock Thrush was eventually found and showed well through the scopes, but then a bigger prize was spotted. An 
Alpine Accentor was shuffling along on rocks, before doing the same on a patch of snow. The light illuminated it 
perfectly as it showed off its subtly beautiful plumage. We watched the accentor for several minutes, before it flew 
off in pursuit of a Black Redstart. Meanwhile, a couple of Chamois had been posing on rocky ledges above us. It 
had been a thoroughly worthwhile hike. But it was time to descend to Portalet and meet up with the rest of the 
group. A few Alpine Marmots were seen by both groups. Pyrenean Snakeshead (Fritillary), Trumpet Daffodil and 
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both the pink and the yellow forms of Elder-flowered Orchid were seen by everyone near the lower part of the 
track. Palmate Newts and Iberian Water Frogs were seen in a pond.  
 
Lunch was taken at a lower altitude at Lasarra, where there were some picnic tables near the river. Soon after 
completing lunch, we had a Golden Eagle soaring high above a neighbouring mountain, with a Peregrine providing 
an escort at one stage. A walk up the valley alongside the river had birds such as Dipper, Red-backed Shrike, 
Firecrest, Dunnock and Bullfinch. A highlight during the walk was a Camberwell Beauty posing on a cable, before 
a Clouded Apollo appeared, prompting an aerial dispute between these two smart butterflies. Amanda’s Blue was 
another new butterfly for the trip. A Grey Wagtail carrying food was near the car park as we completed our walk.  
 
Day 8 Sunday 31st May 
 
It was cooler today, with more cloud, but still warm. An early breakfast followed by an early start were necessary 
for our travel day to Bilbao. We stopped to look at an impressive House Martin colony of over a hundred nests 
on a warehouse, with a White Stork nest on the chimney of a house nearby. Our destination was Laguna de Pitillas, 
where we drove on rough tracks through an open landscape which was clearly good for larks: there were Calandra, 
Greater Short-toed and Crested Larks, alongside the more familiar Skylark. There was plenty of song and display 
from the larks, which provided a fine sight and sound experience. A Bee-eater nesting colony presented an 
opportunity to watch these harlequin birds at relatively close quarters, with a few Rock Sparrows appearing to be 
squatters in some tunnels. 
 
There were several raptors around including Short-toed Snake Eagle, Egyptian and Griffon Vultures, and a more 
distant Golden Eagle. A Turtle Dove on the track fifty metres from where we stood was a pleasant surprise. As 
we drove further along the track, a couple of Marsh Harriers were seen, but it was a male Montagu’s Harrier, flying 
gracefully over barley fields next to the road, which was the star here. We tracked the Montagu’s for two or three 
minutes before it drifted away. A couple of male Iberian Yellow Wagtails were a delight to see as always, while a 
couple of Zitting Cisticolas doing their bouncing display flight were entertaining. Tawny Pipits showed well before 
we moved closer to the lake. 
 
On the water were Black-necked and Great Crested Grebes, while a Little Grebe and Water Rail called from a 
reedbed. A couple of Purple Herons flew across the water, with Whiskered and Black Terns doing the same. At 
the visitor centre, Common Pochards and Gadwalls were on show, with a male Ferruginous Duck being a notable 
sighting. Our short but sweet visit to the laguna had been productive but it was now time to make the two-and-a-
half-hour drive to the airport. On arrival at Bilbao, we said our goodbyes as we started our journeys home. It had 
been an excellent week, with a great group of people. 
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Species lists 

Birds (H=heard only) 

    May 2026 
Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
Mute Swan Cygnus olor               ✓ 
Gadwall Mareca strepera               ✓ 
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos               ✓ 
Common Pochard Aythya ferina               ✓ 
Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca               ✓ 
Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa       2         
European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus       2         
Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba     5 ✓ ✓       
Common Swift Apus apus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus   H H     H H   
Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       
European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur       2       1 
Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Water Rail Rallus aquaticus               H 
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis               ✓ 
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus               ✓ 
Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis               ✓ 
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida               ✓ 
Black Tern Chlidonias niger               ✓ 
Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis   1           ✓ 
White Stork Ciconia ciconia               ✓ 
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo   ✓             
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ 
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea               ✓ 
Bearded Vulture Gypaetus barbatus     3 2 1   1   
Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus   1 3 4   2 1 1 
European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus   1       1     
Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus   1   1 2     1 
Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus     1     1     
Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos     1       1 1 
Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus           1     
Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus               1 
Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus   2 1   1   1 ✓ 
Red Kite Milvus milvus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Black Kite Milvus migrans ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common Buzzard Buteo buteo ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 
Eurasian Scops Owl Otus scops             H H 
Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
European Roller Coracias garrulus       1   1 1   
Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis   H             
European Bee-eater Merops apiaster   2   1       ✓ 
Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla           H     
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Iberian Green Woodpecker Picus sharpei     H           
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus ✓   3 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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    May 2026 
Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus       2     1   
Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus   4     H   ✓   
Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator   ✓ ✓       1   
Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio     3   1 3 3   
Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   
Eurasian Magpie Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Alpine Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Carrion Crow Corvus corone ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Northern Raven Corvus corax   1 ✓     ✓ ✓   
Coal Tit Periparus ater     ✓ ✓ ✓ H ✓   
Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus       ✓         
Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓ ✓ ✓         
Great Tit Parus major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Woodlark Lullula arborea     1     1 ✓ ✓ 
Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis               ✓ 
Crested Lark Galerida cristata   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla               ✓ 
Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra               ✓ 
Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Western House Martin Delichon urbicum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti   H   H H     H 
Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus       ✓         
Western Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli   H ✓ ✓ ✓ H ✓   
Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   H H ✓ H H H   
Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus               ✓ 
Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   
Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla ✓ ✓ H ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin   H H H ✓ ✓ ✓   
Western Orphean Warbler Curruca hortensis     ✓       H   
Sardinian Warbler Curruca melanocephala   ✓   ✓   ✓     
Western Subalpine Warbler Curruca iberiae   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   
Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla     ✓   ✓   ✓   
Goldcrest Regulus regulus       ✓         
Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes     H ✓   H H   
Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos     ✓ ✓ ✓   H   
Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus           1     
Common Blackbird Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus       1         
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata   ✓ ✓ ✓         
European Robin Erithacus rubecula   ✓ ✓ H ✓ ✓ ✓   
Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos ✓ ✓ H H ✓ ✓ ✓   
Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis             2   
European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   
Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe         ✓ ✓ ✓   
White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus     1     2 2   
Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia   ✓   ✓       ✓ 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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    May 2026 
Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris             1   
Dunnock Prunella modularis     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava iberiae   1           ✓ 
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea     ✓     ✓ ✓   
White Wagtail Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris           1 1 3 
Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta             ✓   
Eurasian Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Eurasian Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula         ✓ ✓ ✓   
European Greenfinch Chloris chloris   ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ 
Common Linnet Linaria cannabina   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     
European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Citril Finch Carduelis citrinella     2 4         
European Serin Serinus serinus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella           1 1   
Rock Bunting Emberiza cia         ✓       
Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus   H   ✓     1   

 
Mammals 

Common name Scientific name 
Eurasian Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 
Alpine Marmot Marmota marmota 
Western Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 
Pyrenean Chamois Rupicapra pyrenaica 
Red Fox Vulpes vulpes 

 
Amphibians & reptiles 

Common name Scientific name 
Palmate Newt Lissotriton helveticus 
Spiny Toad Bufo spinosus 
Common Frog Rana temporaria 
Iberian Water Frog Pelophylax perezi 
Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica 
Ocellated Lizard Timon lepidus 
Western Green Lizard Lacerta bilineata 
Common Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis 
Catalonian Wall Lizard Podarcis liolepis 
Pyrenean Rock Lizard Iberolacerta bonnali 
Iberian Grass Snake Natrix astreptophora 

 
Butterflies 

Common name Scientific name 
Iberian Swallowtail Iphiclides feisthamelii 
Common Swallowtail Papilio machaon 
Clouded Apollo Parnassius mnemosyne 
Red-underwing Skipper Spialia sertorius 
Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages 
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Common name Scientific name 
Southern Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvoides 
Cinquefoil Skipper Pyrgus cirsii 
Wood White Leptidea sinapis 
Common Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni 
Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra 
Berger's Clouded Yellow Colias alfacariensis 
Clouded Yellow Colias croceus 
Black-veined White Aporia crataegi 
Large White Pieris brassicae 
Small White Pieris rapae 
Green-veined White Pieris napi 
Common Orange-tip Anthocharis cardamines 
Duke of Burgundy Hamearis lucina 
Purple-edged Copper Lycaena hippothoe 
Sooty Copper Lycaena tityrus 
Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi 
Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus 
Green-underside Blue Glaucopsyche alexis 
Little Blue Cupido minimus 
Provençe Chalk-hill Blue Lysandra hispana 
Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus 
Amanda's Blue Polyommatus amandus 
Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 
Southern White Admiral Limenitis reducta 
Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia 
Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia 
Painted Lady Vanessa cardui 
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 
Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae 
Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa 
Marsh Fritillary Euphydryas aurinia 
Knapweed Fritillary Melitaea phoebe 
Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia 
Provençal Fritillary Melitaea deione 
Pearly Heath Coenonympha arcania 
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria 
Large Wall Brown Lasiommata maera 
Wall Brown Lasiommata megera 
Western Marbled White Melanargia occitanica 
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina 
Piedmont Ringlet Erebia meolans 
de Prunner's Ringlet Erebia triarius 

 
Moths 

Common name Scientific name 
Six-spot Burnet Zygaena filipendulae 
Five-spot Burnet Zygaena trifolii 
a burnet moth Zygaena sp. 
Broad-bordered 
Bee Hawk-moth Hemaris fuciformis 

Hummingbird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum 
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Common name Scientific name 
Striped Hawk-moth Hyles livornica 
Blood-vein Timandra comae 
Pine Carpet Pennithera firmata 
Latticed Heath Chiasmia clathrata 
Brimstone Moth Opisthograptis luteolata 
Speckled Yellow Pseudopanthera macularia 
Canary-shouldered Thorn Ennomos alniaria 
Willow Beauty Peribatodes rhomboidaria 
Pine Processionary Thaumetopoea pityocampa 
Cream-spot Tiger Arctia villica 
Burnet Companion Euclidia glyphica 
Mother Shipton Callistege mi 
Passenger Dysgonia algira 
Silver Y Autographa gamma 
Spotted Sulphur Acontia trabealis 
Pale Shoulder Acontia lucida 
Four-spotted Tyta luctuosa 
Heart and Dart Agrotis exclamationis 

 
Damselflies & dragonflies 

Common name Scientific name 
Blue Emperor Anax imperator 
Lesser Emperor Anax parthenope 
Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa 
Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii 

 
Other invertebrates 

Common name Scientific name 
a stick insect Phasmatodea sp. 
Violet Carpenter Bee Xylocopa violacea 
Napoleon Spider Synema globosum 

 
Plants 

Scientific name Common name 
PINOPSIDA (GYMNOSPERMS) CONIFERS 
Cupressaceae  Cypress Family 
Cupressus sempervirens Italian Cypress 
Juniperus communis  Common Juniper 
Juniperus oxycedrus  Prickly Juniper 
Pinaceae  Pine Family 
Pinus nigra subsp. salzmannii  Austrian Pine 
Pinus sylvestris  Scots Pine 
Pinus uncinata   
MAGNOLIOPSIDA FLOWERING PLANTS 
Magnoliidae (Dicotyledons)   
Anacardiaceae Sumach Family 
Pistacia lentiscus Mastic Tree 
Pistacia terebinthus  Turpentine Tree 
Apiaceae Carrot Family 



The Spanish Pyrenees Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek July 26 15 
 

Scientific name Common name 
Anthriscus sylvestris  Cow Parsley 
Conopodium majus Earthnut 
Daucus carota  Wild Carrot 
Eryngium bourgatii  Pyrenean Eryngo 
Eryngium campestre  Field Eryngo 
Foeniculum vulgare Fennel 
Heracleum sphondylium   
Laserpitium gallicum a Sermountain 
Laserpitium latifolium  Broad-leaved Sermountain 
Meum athamanticum  Spignel 
Sanicula europaea  Sanicle 
Seseli montanum - 
Thapsia villosa   
Apocynaceae Dogbane Family 
Vincetoxicum hirundinaria  Swallow-wort 
Vincetoxicum nigrum  Black Swallow-wort 
Aquifoliaceae Holly Family 
Ilex aquifolium Holly 
Araliaceae  Ivy Family 
Hedera helix  Ivy 
Asteraceae Daisy Family 
Achillea millefolium  Yarrow 
Andrayala integrifolia Andrayala 
Antennaria dioica  Mountain Everlasting 
Artemesia campestris Field Wormwood 
Artemesia herba-alba  Pyrenean Wormwood 
Artemesia vulgaris Mugwort 
Bellis perennis  Daisy 
Bellis sylvestris  Southern Daisy 
Catananche caerulea  Cupid's Dart 
Centaurea montana Perennial Cornflower 
Helichrysum stoechas  Curry Plant 
Lactuca perennis  Blue Lettuce 
Leucanthemum vulgare  Oxe-eye Daisy 
Leuzea conifera   
Pallenis spinosa Pallenis 
Santolina chamaecyparissus  Lavender Cotton 
Silybum marianum  Milk Thistle 
Tanacetum corymbosum   
Tragopogon crocifolius - 
Tragopogon porrifolius  Salsify 
Tragopogon pratensis  Goat's-beard 
Boraginaceae  Borage Family 
Borago officinalis  Borage 
Cynoglossum creticum  Blue Hound's-tongue 
Echium vulgare  Viper's Bugloss 
Lithospermum officinale Common Gromwell 
Myosotis alpestris  Alpine Forget-me-not 
Myosotis decumbens Water Forget-me-not 
Brassicaeae Cabbage Family 
Arabis alpina Alpine Rock-cress 
Arabis hirsuta  Hairy Rock-cress 
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Scientific name Common name 
Capsella bursa-pastoris  Shepherd's Purse 
Cardamine raphanifolia Greater Cuckooflower 
Hornungia alpina Chamois Cress 
Draba aizoides  Yellow Whitlow-grass 
Iberis sempervirens  Evergreen Candytuft 
Pseudoturritis turrita Tower Cress 
Turritis glabra Tower Mustard 
Buxaceae  Box Family 
Buxus sempervirens  Box 
Campanulaceae  Bellflower Family 
Campanula rotundiflora   
Jasione laevis   
Phyteuma orbiculare  Round-headed Rampion 
Cannabaceae Hop Family 
Humulus lupulus Wild Hop 
Caprifoliaceae  Honeysuckle Family 
Dipsacus fullonum  Teasel 
Knautia arvensis Field Scabious 
Knautia arvernensis   
Lonicera etrusca  Etruscan Honeysuckle 
Lonicera implexa   
Lonicera periclymenum  Honeysuckle 
Lonicera pyrenaica  Pyrenean Honeysuckle 
Lonicera xylosteum Fly Honeysuckle 
Scabiosa atropurpurea   
Valeriana apula   
Valeriana montana   
Valeriana rubra Red Valerian 
Valeriana tuberosa   
Caryophyllaceae  Pink Family 
Arenaria aggregata subsp. oscensis   
Atocion rupestre Rock Campion 
Cerastium alpinum   
Cerastium arvense  Field Mouse-ear 
Dianthus pungens subsp. hispanicus - 
Dianthus deltoides Maiden Pink 
Paronychia capitata - 
Paronychia kapela subsp. serpyllifolia   
Petrocoptis pyrenaica   
Saponaria ocymoides  Rock Soapwort 
Silene acaulis Moss Campion 
Silene latifolia White Campion 
Silene nutans Nottingham Catchfly 
Silene saxifraga   
Silene vulgaris  Bladder Campion 
Dianthus  Maiden Pink 
Cistaceae  Rockrose Family 
Helianthemum apenninum  White Rockrose 
Helianthemum nummularium Common Rockrose 
H.nummularium subsp. pyrenaicum Pink Rockrose 
Helianthemum canum  Hoary Rockrose 
Helianthemum oelandicum   
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Scientific name Common name 
Convolvulaceae  Bindweed Family 
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed 
Convolvulus cantabrica  Pink Bindweed 
Cuscuta epithymum  Dodder 
Cornaceae  Dogwood Family 
Cornus sanguinea  Common Dogwood 
Crassulaceae  Stonecrop Family 
Sedum acre  Biting Stonecrop 
Sedum dasyphyllum  Thick-leaved Stonecrop 
Sempervivum arachnoideum Cobweb Houseleek 
Sempervivum montanum   
Umbelicus rupestris  Navelwort 
Cucurbitaceae  Cucumber Family 
Bryonia cretica subsp. dioica  White Bryony 
Ericaceae  Heath Family 
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi  Bearberry 
Calluna vulgaris  Ling 
Moneses uniflora  One-flowered Wintergreen 
Rhododendron ferrugineum  Alpenrose 
Vaccinium myrtillus  Bilberry 
Euphorbiaceae  Spurge Family 
Euphobia exigua  Dwarf Spurge 
Euphorbia characias subsp. characias Large Mediterranean Spurge 
Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge 
Euphorbia serrata - 
Fabaceae Pea Family 
Anthyllis montana Mountain Kidney Vetch 
Anthyllis vulneraria subsp. pyrenaica  Pink Kidney Vetch 
Astragalus sempervirens  Mountain Tragacanth 
Bitumaria bituminosa  Pitch Trefoil 
Coronilla scorpioides  Annual Scorpion Vetch 
Echinospartum horridum  Echinospartum 
Genista hispanica   
Genista tinctoria  Dyer's Greenweed 
Hippocrepis comosa  Horseshoe vetch 
Hippocrepis emerus Scorpion Senna 
Lathyrus latifolius  Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea 
Lathyrus pannonicus - 
Lathyrus laevigutus   
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot Trefoil 
Lotus dorycnium   
Medicago lupulina   
Medicago minima   
Medicago sativa  Lucerne 
Ononis fruticosa  Shrubby Restharrow 
Ononis natrix  Large Yellow Restharrow 
Pisum sativum Wild Pea 
Spartium junceum Spanish Broom 
Trifolium alpinum  Alpine Clover 
Trifolium badium Brown Clover 
Trifolium montanum  Mountain Clover 
Trifolium pratense Red Clover 
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Scientific name Common name 
Vicia pyrenaica  Pyrenean Vetch 
Vicia sativa Common Vetch 
Fagaceae  Oak Family 
Fagus sylvatica  Beech 
Quercus coccifera  Kermes Oak 
Quercus faginea   
Quercus ilex  Holm Oak 
Quercus pubescens  Downy Oak 
Gentianaceae  Gentian Family 
Blackstonia perfoliata  Yellow-wort 
Gentiana acaulis  Trumpet Gentian 
Gentiana occidentalis  Pyrenean Trumpet Gentian 
Gentiana verna  Spring Gentian 
Gentiana lutea Yellow Gentian 
Geraniaceae Geranium Family 
Erodium ciconium Mediterranean Crane's-bill 
Geranium columbinum  Long-stalked Crane's-bill 
Geranium lucidum  Shining Crane's-bill 
Geranium pyrenaicum  Hedge Crane's-bill 
Geranium robertianum  Herb Robert 
Geranium rotundifolium  Round-leaved Crane's-bill 
Gesneriaceae  Gloxinia Family 
Ramonda myconi Ramonda 
Grossulariaceae Gooseberry Family 
Ribes alpinum Mountain Currant 
Hypericaceae  St John's-wort Family 
Hypericum nummularium  Western St John's-wort 
Lamiaceae Dead-nettle Family 
Ajuga pyramidalis  Pyramidal Bugle 
Clinopodium acinos Basil Thyme 
Clinopodium vulgare Wild Basil 
Horminum pyrenaicum  Dragonmouth 
Lamium galeobdolon Yellow Archangel 
Lavandula angustifolia  Common Lavender 
Melittis melissophyllum  Bastard Balm 
Origanum vulgare  Marjoram 
Phlomis herba-venti - 
Phlomis lychnitis - 
Salvia pratensis  Meadow Clary 
Salvia rosmarinus Rosemary 
Salvia verbenaca  Wild Clary 
Sideritis hirsuta - 
Teucrium pyrenaicum   
Thymus pulegioides  Large Thyme 
Thymus vulgaris Common Thyme 
Lentibulariaceae  Butterwort Family 
Pinguicula vulgaris  Common Butterwort 
Linaceae  Flax Family 
Linum alpina   
Linum bienne Pale Flax 
Linum narbonense  Beautiful Flax 
Linum viscosum  Sticky Flax 
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Scientific name Common name 
Malvaceae Mallow Family 
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow 
Malva cannabaem Hemp-leaved Marsh Mallow 
Moraceae  Mulberry Family 
Ficus carica Wild Fig 
Oleaceae  Olive Family 
Chrysojasminum fruticans Wild Jasmine 
Fraxinus excelsior  Ash 
Ligustrum vulgare  Privet 
Olea europaea  Olive 
Orobranchaceae  Broomrape Family 
Lathraea clandestina Purple Toothwort 
Orobranche gracilis  Slender Broomrape 
Orobranche hederae  Ivy Broomrape 
Pedicularis pyrenaica  Pyrenean Lousewort 
Pedicularis foliosa Yellow lousewort 
Rhinanthus pumilus a Yellow Rattle 
Papaveraceae  Poppy Family 
Corydalis solida  Bird-in-a-Bush 
Fumaria officinalis Common Fumitory 
Papaver argemone Prickly Poppy 
Papaver rhoeas Field Poppy 
Plantaginaceae  Plantain Family 
Antirrhinum majus  Snapdragon 
Chaenorhinum origanifolium Malling Toadflax 
Erinus alpinus  Fairy Foxglove 
Globularia cordifolia  Matted Globularia 
Globularia nudicaulis  Leafless-stemmed Globularia 
Globularia repens   
Globularia vulgaris   
Linaria alpina  Alpine Toadflax 
Linaria supina  Pyrenean Toadflax 
Plantago alpina   
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain 
Plantago major Greater Plantain 
Plantago sempervirens   
Veronica beccabunga  Brooklime 
Veronica bellidioides Violet Speedwell 
Veronica fruticans Rock Speedwell 
Veronica orsiniana   
Veronica prostrata   
Plumbaginaceae  Thrift Family 
Armeria alpina  Mountain Thrift 
Polygalaceae  Milkwort Family 
Polygala alpina   
Polygala vulgaris Common Milkwort 
Polygonaceae  Dock Family 
Oxyria digyna Mountain Sorrel 
Rumex acetosa Sorrel 
Rumex scutatus  French Sorrel 
Primulaceae  Primrose Family 
Androsace villosa  Hairy Rock Jasmine 
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Scientific name Common name 
Lysimachia arvensis Scarlet Pimpernel 
Primula elatior  Oxlip 
Primula farinosa  Bird's-eye Primrose 
Primula hirsuta   
Primula integrifolia   
Primula veris  Cowslip 
Soldanella alpina  Alpine Snowbell 
Ranunculaceae  Buttercup Family 
Anemonastrum narcissiflora Narcissus-flowered Anemone 
Aquilegia vulgaris  Common Columbine 
Caltha palustris  Marsh Marigold 
Clematis vitalba  Traveller's Joy 
Helleborus foetidus  Stinking Hellebore 
Helleborus viridis  Green Hellebore 
Hepatica nobilis  Hepatica 
Ranunculus amplexicaulis  Amplexicaule Buttercup 
Ranunculus auricomus  Goldilocks Buttercup 
Ranunculus bulbosus  Bulbous Buttercup 
Ranunculus gouanii  Gouan's Buttercup 
Ranunculus gramineus Grass-leaved Buttercup 
Ranunculus pyrenaeus  Pyrenean Buttercup 
Thalictrum tuberosum Meadow Rue 
Trollius europaeus  Globeflower 
Resedaceae  Mignonette Family 
Reseda lutea  Wild Mignonette 
Rhamnaceae Buckthorn Family 
Frangulus alnus  Alder Buckthorn 
Rhamnus alaternus  Mediterranean Buckthorn 
Rhamnus alpina   
Rhamnus pumila  Dwarf Buckthorn 
Rhamnus saxatilis Rock Buckthorn 
Rosaceae  Rose Family 
Alchemilla alpina  Alpine Lady's Mantle 
Amelanchier ovalis  Juneberry 
Drymocallis rupestris Rock Cinquefoil 
Filipendula vulgaris  Dropwort 
Fragaria vesca  Wild Strawberry 
Geum pyrenaicum  Pyrenean Avens 
Potentilla crantzii  Alpine Cinquefoil 
Prunus mahaleb St. Lucie Cherry 
Rosa agrestis Small-leaved Sweet Briar 
Rosa arvensis Field Rose 
Rosa canina Dog Rose 
Rubus fruticosus agg.  Bramble 
Sanguisorba minor  Salad Burnet 
Sorbus aria Whitebeam 
Sorbus acuparia Mountain Rowan 
Rubiaceae  Bedstraw Family 
Cruciata laevipes  Crosswort 
Galium aparine Cleavers 
Galium lucidum   
Galium mollugo  Hedge Bedstraw 
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Scientific name Common name 
Galium tricornutum Corn Cleavers 
Rubia peregrina  Wild Madder 
Rubia tinctorum Dyer's Madder 
Rutaceae Rue Family 
Ruta angustifolia   
Santalaceae  Sandalwood Family 
Thesium humifusum Bastard Toadflax 
Viscum album subsp. austriacum  Mistletoe 
Sapindaceae Maple Family 
Acer campestre Field Maple 
Acer monspessulanum  Montpellier Maple 
Acer opalus Italian Maple 
Saxifragaceae  Saxifrage Family 
Saxifraga granulata  Meadow Saxifrage 
Saxifraga longifolia  Pyrenean Saxifrage 
Saxifraga moschata White Musky Saxifrage 
Saxifraga paniculata Livelong Saxifrage 
Saxifraga rotundifolia Round-leaved saxifrage 
Saxifraga tridactylites Rue-leaved Saxifrage 
Scrophulariaceae  Figwort Family 
Scrophularia canina  French Figwort 
Verbascum lychnitis  White Mullein 
Verbascum pulverulentum Hoary Mullein 
Verbascum thapsus  Aaron's Rod 
Solanaceae  Nightshade Family 
Atropa belladonna  Deadly Nightshade 
Solanum dulcamara  Bittersweet 
Thymelaceae  Daphne Family 
Daphne laureola  Spurge Laurel 
Daphne mezereum Mezereum 
Thymelaea pubescens   
Ulmaceae Elm Family 
Ulmus minor English Elm 
Urticaceae  Nettle Family 
Urtica dioica  Common Nettle 
Urtica urens  Small Nettle 
Verbenaceae  Verbena Family 
Viburnaceae Viburnum Family 
Sambucus ebulus Dwarf Elder 
Sambucus nigra Common Elder 
Viburnum lantana  Wayfaring Tree 
Violaceae  Violet Family 
Viola cornuta Horned Pansy 
Viola hirta Hairy Violet 
Viola pyrenaica  Pyrenean Violet 
Viola rupestris Teesdale Violet 
Viola tricolor subsp. subalpina Heartsease 
Vitaceae  Vine Family 
Vitis vinifera  Wild Grape-vine 
Liliidae (Monocotyledons)   
Amaryllidaceae Daffodil Family 
Allium moly  Yellow Garlic 
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Scientific name Common name 
Allium pyrenaicum   
Allium roseum  Rosy Garlic 
Allium sphaerocephalon  Round-headed Leek 
Narcissus assoanus   
Narcissus jacetanus   
Narcissus pseudonarcissus subsp. bicolor   
Asparagaceae Asparagus Family 
Anthericum liliago  St Bernard's Lily 
Aphyllanthes monspeliensis  Blue Aphyllanthes 
Asparagus officinalis  Asparagus 
Brimeura amethystina Pyrenean Hyacinth 
Dipcadi serotinum    
Leopoldia comosa Tassel Hyacinth 
Muscari neglectum  Common Grape Hyacinth 
Ornithogalum narbonense   
Ruscus aculeatus  Butcher's Broom 
Scilla lilio-hyacinthus Pyrenean Squill 
Scilla verna  Spring Squill 
Asphodelaceae Asphodel Family 
Asphodelus albus White Asphodel 
Dioscoreaceae  Yam Family 
Dioscorea communis  Black Bryony 
Iridaceae  Iris Family 
Iris x germanica   
Iris graminea  Grass-leaved Iris 
Iris pseudacorus  Yellow Flag 
Liliaceae  Lily Family 
Fritillaria pyrenaica  Pyrenean Snakeshead 
Gagea fragifera   
Lilium martagon  Martagon Lily 
Lilium pyrenaicum Pyrenean Lily 
Melanthiaceae Bunchflower Family 
Veratrum album  White False Helleborine 
Orchidaceae  Orchid Family 
Anacamptis laxiflora Lax-flowered Orchid 
Anacamptis morio subsp. champagneuxii Champagne Orchid 
Anacamptis pyramidalis  Pyramidal Orchid 
Cephalanthera damasonium  White Helleborine 
Cephalanthera longifolia  Sword-leaved Helleborine 
Cypripedium calceolus  Lady's Slipper Orchid 
Dactylorhiza alpestris Alpine Spotted Orchid 
Dactylorhiza elata  Robust Marsh Orchid 
Dactylorhiza fuchsii  Common Spotted Orchid 
Dactyloriza insularis   
Dactylorhiza majalis  Broad-leaved Marsh Orchid 
Dactylorhiza sambucina  Elder-flowered Orchid 
Gymnadenia conopsea  Fragrant Orchid 
Himantoglossum hircinum  Lizard Orchid 
Neotinea ustulata Burnt Orchid 
Neottia ovata  Twayblade 
Ophrys apifera  Bee Orchid 
Ophrys fusca Sombre Bee Orchid 
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Scientific name Common name 
Ophrys lutea Yellow Bee Orchid 
Ophrys scolopax  Woodcock Orchid 
Ophrys sphegodes  Early Spider Orchid 
Ophrys sphegodes subsp. araneola   
Orchis anthropophora  Man Orchid 
Orchis mascula  Early Purple Orchid 
Orchis militaris  Military Orchid 
Orchis purpurea  Lady Orchid 
Platanthera bifolia  Lesser Butterfly Orchid 
Platanthera chlorantha  Greater Butterfly Orchid 
Serapias lingua Tongue Orchid 
Ophyrs riojana Riojana Orchid 

 


