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Tour Leaders: Byron Palacios (Tour Leader)

Tino Garcia (Local Guide)

Participants: Brian Harrison

Elizabeth Harrison

Stuart Cook

Ross Cook

Michael McKeon

Hilary McKeon

Angela Hills

William Burrows  

Day 1 Thursday 18th September

It was a beautiful day as the group arrived on time into Santander. We immediately started driving towards 

Aguilar de Campoo. Parts of the road were misty and with some drizzle, but it became bright and clear near 

Aguilar. The town has an aromatic vanilla flavour in the air, which made this town very famous for producing 

the well-known vanilla tea biscuits Maria!  About 3 miles away from Aguilar, the small village of Cordovilla was 

our destination. Here, Tino and Rosa were waiting to gives us a very warm welcome to their lovely ‘casas rurales’.  

Surrounded by an old stone wall, the three Spanish style cottages provide terrific individual accommodation.

Tino and Rosa live half mile away and they bring a large heatproof container about the size of a fridge with all 

the hot courses in it for supper. After we finished a delicious meal, washed down with several bottles of great 

local wine, we retired ready to go out birding the next day. 

Day 2 Friday 19th September

After a restful night, we all gathered together in the main cottage to enjoy several hot cups of tea and coffee 

along with a good breakfast. We started the day at 8am, mainly walking the small tracks around the village, 

looking for birds and butterflies. The morning was fantastic, bright and sunny with a light mist covering the 

fields for the first 30 minutes. Soon, the bird flocks started to move around us and we got fantastic views of 

Meadow Pipits, Yellowhammers and many Pied Flycatchers. One of the fields was full of Corn Buntings, Mistle 

Thrushes and more Pied Flycatcher; some of these were moulting adult males, with no black on their heads. 

Marsh Harriers were soaring near the fields too, a pair displaying with each other. Near noon, the sunny day was 

perfect for Griffon Vultures flying not far from us. We came back to our lodge in order to take our picnic lunch 

in the lush garden, enjoying the sun and the fresh breeze. We spent the rest of the afternoon around Aguilar de 

Campoo walking on part of the old train track which takes you back to Cordovilla. Back in the cottages, we 

enjoyed nibbles and drinks before another delightful local supper prepared by Rosa.

Day 3 Saturday 20th September

After a very early start, we moved into our vehicles in order to start our third day of activities in the hills and 

huge outcrops north of Cordovilla, at Branosera, 1,500 metres above the sea level. The forest was outstanding 

and we were gladly surprised to see lots of mixed flocks of birds, dominated by a huge amount of Nuthatches. 
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Chiffchaffs, Short-toed Treecreeper, Coal, Marsh, Great, Long-tailed and Blue Tits, Great Spotted Woodpecker, 

and a very shy Dartford Warbler were also seen around the open areas outside the woods. Tino pointed out 

fresh foot tracks of Brown Bear, freshly printed on the trail and very distinctive.

We chose a nice clearing in the edge of the forest to have our delicious picnic lunch. After this pleasant break, we 

continued walking on the second part of the trail. On the way down, a few red Squirrels were very active jumping 

among the trees. We managed to put one in the scope and we all had brilliant views of this lovely mammal in

detail. We finished the loop and went back to the point where we left our van and headed into Cordovilla for a 

well deserved break and to enjoy another fantastic dinner.

Day 4 Sunday 21st September

We set off very early - still in darkness! We decided to have just a quick cup coffee and tea as the biggest 

adventure of this trip was about to start! We arrived to Fuentes Carrionas and left our cars in the car park. We 

walked heading to Lores hills where we started our climb to the top of this hill located at nearly 2,000 metres 

above the sea level. The altitude started to affect to some of us and walking on the rocky ‘trail’ in near darkness 

had its difficulties! So much so that one client decided to turn back and wait for us in the vehicles. Once we got 

to the summit of the hill however, the compensation of the efforts was paid back…the stunning views of the 

valleys from the top at nearly dawn time were incredible! We started to walk down as a thick pink orange layer of 

sun was rising in the horizon. 

The valley below started to become visible as the morning light was gradually covered the slopes. The roars of 

Red Deer stags echoed around us, we saw a group of at least 70 not far from us! Suddenly, a very excited Tino 

pointed out a pack of Iberian Wolves moving in the distance. We pointed our scopes on them and enjoyed

fantastic views of three playful juveniles rolling down the field while two adults were sat right next to where they 

were playing. It was a stunning wolf show!   

We headed back to the lodge to have a proper breakfast and a short break before our next activity. We made our 

way back to the vehicles and then to lower ground. The river and fields around Ventanilla provided super views 

of Grey and White Wagtails and two male Black Redstarts competed in the singing stakes. We then moved up a 

nearby valley, where we eventually took lunch in a ‘refugio’: Choughs flew overhead, there were plenty of Mistle 

Thrushes and Jays, we had good views of Rock Buntings, and Southern Grey Shrike also appeared here. Crested 

Tits were elusive though even amongst the flocks.

Back in the cottage, the group enjoyed nibbles, wine and g&t’s before supper arrived. It was worth waiting for 

pasta and local chorizo for starters, followed by hake and clams (superb), with one of Rosa’s coconut loaves to 

follow.

Day 5 Monday 22nd September

After coffee and tea, some of us enjoyed the early morning from our dining room in the main cottage, waiting 

for the rest of the party for our 07.00 breakfast. At 8am we drove approximately 25 minutes to the small village 

of Sra. De la Pena Lraba. 
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The weather was a bit cloudy and windy this morning. A long walk took us into a beautiful ancient wood where 

we hoped to see the Black Woodpecker. The obvious holes in the lower part of most of the wide trees were 

evidence that these birds were working in this wood quite recently. After a look around, I tried the playback of 

its voice but nothing replied. We finished the loop and went back to our vehicles and drove not far from this site 

in order to take a late lunch near the fantastic church at Rebolledo.

We then meandered back to Aguilar de Campoo, where the birding offered new species for our list, such as Reed 

& Cetti’s Warblers, Chiffchaff, Goldcrest, White and Grey Wagtails and the common Mallards. We then spent a 

while in the colonnaded centre of Aguilar, around the amazing church and old buildings on the main street. We 

then returned for a fabulous dinner, a vegetable stew and the very local and delicious Lechazo along with wine, 

rice pudding … and then bed!

Day 6 Tuesday 23rd September

After a very early start (and a frosty morning!) we drove about 70km south towards Palencia and get to Fuentes 

de Navas. The weather was sunny but too windy for birding and we were surrounded by lush fields, plains and 

marshes. Great Reed Warblers were very vocal but difficult to see, but finally we did... Lots of Fan-tailed 

Warblers (Zitting Cisticola) were displaying near the hedges of the marshes. Grey Herons, Marsh Harriers and 

Northern Wheatears were seen too. We visited the ringing station, where students from different universities 

were volunteering and catching, ringing and releasing birds. They gave us a briefing about the area and the 

different activities during the ringing season. We also had the chance to see many species of birds during the 

ringing process and also a beautiful Wryneck showing off its amazing display (while twisting his neck in a very 

particular way, which is the main reason for the name of this species).  

After our delicious picnic lunch, we drove towards the other end of the plains, to the opposite side of the 

marshes, a good place to see Great Bustards. We were scanning the fields intensively, but no signs of the Great 

Bustards yet. We did get good views of Lesser Kestrels, Red Kites and two Peregrine Falcons flying in the 

distance instead. Tino wanted to go to the last possible spot in search of Great Bustards and as soon as we were 

driving towards this site, six of these massive birds were seen quietly sitting in one of the fields near the road. We 

managed to stick up our scopes and admire two elegant males displaying in front of four females. We enjoyed 

looking at them for a while until they gradually walked away to the next field and out of sight. As the mission to 

look for Great Bustards was successfully accomplished, we drove back to Cordovilla to enjoy a relaxing evening 

and another superb dinner.

Day 7 Wednesday 24th September

Another early start this morning, this time we drove to Celada de Roblecedo. The track up the mountain here is 

amongst a fantastic oak forest, ideal for Middle-spotted Woodpecker, which was heard tapping several times but 

unfortunately it was never clearly seen. The variety of fungi along the track was incredible, some edible but most 

very poisonous. Lunch was taken at a spectacular height, and most delicious it was; with bread, superb cheese, 

fine local ham and Spanish meats, the sheep’s cheese being enlivened by membrillo, or quince jelly, etc! While 

having lunch, a pair of Golden Eagles were soaring right above the ‘cortados’ mountains opposite us and most 

of us managed to see them. Crested Tits were still elusive, whereas Marsh Tit and Short-Toed Treecreeper were 

perhaps scant reward. 
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We returned to ‘Las Casas Rurales’ a little earlier to visit the village’s church and also to make plans for the final 

and enjoy another superb dinner.

Day 8 Thursday 25th September

We started very early on this our last (chilly) morning. We drove following the road towards Cervera de Pisuerga. 

A sudden stop took us by surprise when a Wild Cat was hunting in one of the fields beside the main road! He 

had walked away by the time we stopped to turn the vehicles back, unfortunately. We finally arrived at

Resobolado de Traspena, a group of large natural walls which can easily be seen from Cordovilla in the distance. 

Many Griffon Vultures and Red Kites were soaring in the sky. A handsome Short-toed Eagle perched right on 

the tops of one of the walls, allowing us to have superb views of this raptor through the scope. Although the 

morning was very windy, we managed to see some Rock, Cirl and Corn Buntings in the fields, and a Peregrine 

Falcon flying in the distance. 

We went back to the lodge to pack up and to have our last lunch. Rosa and Tino were already there to say 

farewell to us. We headed towards the airport and we arrived on time to catch our flight back to Stansted. 

Receive our e-newsletter

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up.

Naturetrek Facebook

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans. 

Setting up a personal profile at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485%20
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Species Lists

Birds

September

Common name Scientific name 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

1 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   

2 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus

3 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo   

4 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea      

5 Black Stork Ciconia nigra

6 Eurasian White Stork Ciconia ciconia  

7 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 

8 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna

9 Gadwall Anas strepera

10 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos    

11 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata

12 Osprey Pandion haliaetus

13 Red Kite Milvus milvus    

14 Eurasian Griffon Gyps fulvus      

15 Eurasian Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 

16 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 

17 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus    

18 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo     

19 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 

20 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus   

21 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus      

22 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni 

23 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus  

24 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 

25 Common Coot Fulica atra

26 Great Bustard Otis tarda 

27 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 

28 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula

29 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa

30 Common Redshank Tringa totanus 

31 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia

32 Ruff Philomachus pugnax

33 Dunlin Calidris alpina

34 Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans 

35 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus

36 Feral Pigeon Columba 'feral'       

37 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus       

38 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto     

39 Little Owl Athene noctua

40 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis sharpei     

41 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major  

42 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius

43 Kingfisher Alcedo atthis

44 Crested Lark Alerida cristata  

45 Wood Lark Lullula arborea  

46 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica   

47 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris  



Wild Spain - La Montana Palentina Tour Report

6 © Naturetrek     July 09

September

Common name Scientific name 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

48 Northern House Martin Delichon urbicum   

49 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris

50 White Wagtail Motacilla alba   

51 Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava

52 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea    

53 White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus

54 Northern Wren Troglodytes troglodytes  

55 Dunnock Prunella modularis   

56 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus  

57 Common Blackbird Turdus merula       

58 Blue Rock-thrush Monticola solitarius    

59 Bluethroat Erithacus svecicus

60 European Robin Erithacus rubecula       

61 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros       

62 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra  

63 Common Stonechat Saxicola torquatus     

64 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe   

65 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata      

66 European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca    

67 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 

68 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti  

69 Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

70 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus 

71 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta

72 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita  

73 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus  

74 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla  

75 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin

76 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata 

77 Goldcrest Regulus regulus 

78 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris  

79 Coal Tit Periparus ater      

80 Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus

81 Great Tit Parus major      

82 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus      

83 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea   

84 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus  

85 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla  

86 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 

87 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis  

88 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator

89 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius    

90 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica       

91 Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax  

92 Yellow-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus

93 Carrion Crow Corvus corone       

94 Common Raven Corvus corax       

95 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor       

96 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus       

97 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 

98 Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia
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September

Common name Scientific name 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

99 Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs     

100 European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris     

101 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis    

102 Common Linnet Acanthis cannabina  

103 European Serin Serinus serinus 

104 Common Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 

105 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella

106 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus   

107 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia  

108 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra   

Additional Bird Species seen (i.e.118 species in total):

Black Stork, Laughing Gull, Hen Harrier, Hobby, Scops Owl, Wryneck, Meadow Pipit, Firecrest, Yellowhammer, Common 

Crossbill 

Mammals 
Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus
Red Deer Cervus elaphus Red Fox Vulpes vulpes
Wild Cat Felis silvestris Iberian Wolf Canis lupus sygnatus

Butterflies

Large White Pieris brassicae Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta

Small White Artogeia rapae Great Banded Grayling Kanetisa circe

Pale Clouded Yellow Colias hyale Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria

Clouded Yellow Colias crocea Wall Brown Lasiommata megera

Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina 

Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus Common Blue Polyommatus icarus

Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja

Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra Heath Fritillary Melitaea athalia

Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus Western Marbled White Melanargia occitanica

Spanish Chalk-hill Blue Lysandra albicans Rock Grayling Hipparchia alcyone

Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus

Large Skipper Ochlodes venata Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages

Peacock Inachis io Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines

Purple Hairstreak Neozephyrus quercus


