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The lush meadows of Montana Palentina 
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Tour Leaders:   Byron Palacios  (Naturetrek Leader) 

Tino Garcia (Local Guide) 

Tono Gopegui (Local Guide) 

 

Participants:   Shaun Burke 

    Alison Burke 

    Barry Jones 

    Pat Jones 

Richard O’Connor 

Bruce Halls 

Julia Maynard 

Maria Jose Friedlander   

Day 1  Thursday 3rd June 

Stansted – Santander – Cordovilla de Aguilar 

The group left the UK and it was a beautiful day as the group arrived on time into Santander. We immediately 

started driving towards Aguilar de Campoo. Parts of the road were misty and with some drizzle, but it became 

bright and clear near Aguilar. The town has an aromatic vanilla flavour in the air, as the town is very famous for 

producing the well-known vanilla tea biscuits!  About 3 miles away from Aguilar, the small village of Cordovilla 

was our destination. Here, Tino and Rosa were waiting to gives us a very warm welcome to their lovely ‘casas 

rurales’.  Surrounded by an old stone wall, the three Spanish style cottages provide terrific individual 

accommodation. Tino and Rosa live half mile away and they bring a large heatproof container about the size of a 

fridge with all the hot courses in it for supper. After we finished a delicious meal, washed down with several 

bottles of great local wine, we retired ready to go out birding the next day.   

Day 2  Friday 4th June 

Cordovilla de Aguilar and El Canal 

After a restful night, we all gathered together in the main cottage to enjoy several hot cups of tea and coffee 

along with a good breakfast. We started the day at 8am, mainly walking the small tracks around the village, 

looking for birds and butterflies. The morning was fantastic, bright and sunny with a light mist covering the 

fields for the first 30 minutes. Soon, the bird flocks started to move around us and we got fantastic views of 

Meadow Pipits, Yellowhammers and many Pied Flycatchers. One of the fields was full of Corn Buntings, Mistle 

Thrushes and more Pied Flycatcher; some of these were moulting adult males, with no black on their heads. 

Marsh Harriers were soaring near the fields too, a pair displaying with each other. Near noon, the sunny day was 

perfect for Griffon Vultures flying not far from us.  

 

We came back to our lodge in order to take our picnic lunch in the lush garden, enjoying the sun and the fresh 

breeze. We spent the rest of the afternoon around Aguilar de Campoo walking on part of the old train track 

which takes you back to Cordovilla. Back in the cottages, we enjoyed nibbles and drinks before another 

delightful local supper prepared by Rosa. 
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Day 3  Saturday 5 June 

Fuentes Carrionas National Park (Baruelo area) 

After an early start, we moved into our vehicles in order to start our third day of activities in the hills and huge 

outcrops north of Cordovilla, at Branosera, 1,500 metres above the sea level. The forest was outstanding and we 

were gladly surprised to see lots of mixed flocks of birds, dominated by Nuthatches, Chiffchaffs, Short-toed 

Treecreeper, Coal, Great, Long-tailed and Blue Tits, Honey Buzzard, Booted Eagle and a very nice Short-toed 

Treecreeper beautifully perched on the top of a snag. Were also heard a very shy Middle Spotted Woodpecker, 

one of our trip’s targets, but after responding to the tape initially, he just didn’t turned up for us. Tino pointed 

out foot tracks of Brown Bear, freshly printed on the trail and very distinctive; also some Iberian Wolf tracks, as 

well as Beech Martin and Badger droppings, and a dead Mole (Iberian race.......) that I found along the track. 

 

We walked back to our vehicles and continued driving even higher. Suddenly, two pairs of Short-toed Eagles 

made us jump off the 4x4’s in order to see them better - one of them was being chased by a Carrion Crow. Also 

at this site Whitethroat, Griffon Vulture and Garden Warbler were seen, as well as a female Red Deer on top of 

the mountain. We continued much higher in altitude (1,850 m.a.s.l.) arriving at lush meadows from which we 

overlooked the beautiful Montana Palentina and its three enigmatic peaks (Curavacas, Espiguete and 

Puntaprieta). A single Woodlark was seen at one of the meadows just before we parked. We also saw many 

endemic flowers such as Viola palentina and beautiful birds like Ortolan Bunting, Whinchat, Tawny Pipit and 

Stonechat. We finished the afternoon and went back to the point where we started and headed into Cordovilla 

for a well deserved break and to enjoy another fantastic dinner. 

Day 4  Sunday 6th June 

Rebolledo de la Torre area 

We started with a very chilly morning, so fleeces and coats were really needed this morning for the very first 

time! We drove further south to Cordovilla de Aguillar, and even into de province of Burgos in order to explore 

the ‘cortados’ (cliffs or crags) of the Rebolledo area. After a 35 minute drive, and the weather conditions looking 

windy, we parked our cars in a narrow track and climbed a small hill which overlooked the south face of the 

cortados. Soon, Tino pointed our scopes to a Golden Eagle nest, so we kept scanning until we got this beautiful 

Golden Eagle perched on the top. Another one was soaring just above the cliff amongst five Griffon Vultures. 

Some other birds seen here were Common Cuckoo, Red-billed Chough, European Jay, and Skylark, amongst 

others. This particular hill also offered a great variety of new orchids for our trip. 

 

Continuing our morning, we made another two stops which produced more birds such as Hen Harrier, 

Woodlark, Yellowhammer, Cirl Bunting, Stonechat, Melodious Warbler, Corn Bunting, Booted Eagle, Egyptian 

Vulture, Tawny and Tree Pipits, Serin, and more. We then decided to take a break having some refreshments in 

one of the roadside cafes of the area. After this, we headed into the village itself of Rebolledo, where we had a 

pre-lunch walk, including a quick look at its church (one of the oldest Romanic churches of the area). After 

lunch, we drove to the abandoned village of Celada de Roblecedo where we managed to see a Golden Eagle in 

its nest, a Melodius Warbler, and a beautiful Firecrest. We also had fantastic views of a lovely male Hen Harrier 

literally soaring by our vehicles, on our way back to Corcovilla! Once at the ‘casas rurales’, we enjoyed of some 

drinks and another delicious supper!    
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Day 5 Monday 7th June 

Fuentes Carrionas National Park (Horca de Lores) 

After some coffee, fruit, cheese and tea, some of us enjoyed the early morning breakfast at our cottages, waiting 

for Tino and Tono in order to make our 07.00 departure time. The day looked promising weather-wise as we 

drove through the village of Cervera de Pisuerga, collecting some fresh bread for our picnic lunch later on. At 

8am we drove approximately 25 minutes to the small village of Sra. De la Pena Lraba, and from then into the 

Fuentes Carrionas National Park. Once surrounded by lush fresh green and flower-carpeted meadows, we drove 

through rough terrain and onto Horca de Lores area, right in the heart of the pristine natural park.  

 

The landscape was unique and as soon as we reached the 1,800 metres (and up to 1,900 metres!), two of the 

main Montana Palentina’s peaks were at eye level. Yes, the Cuaravacas (2,520m) and the Pena Prieta (2,600m) 

displayed a magical landscape, followed by gorgeous valleys across the horizon. The impressive Picos de Europa 

were beautifully located right behind the Palentinan mountains like a landscape painting. Hen Harriers, Griffon 

Vultures, Rock Buntings, Yellowhammers, Stonechats, Meadow and Tree Pipits, Red Rock Thrush, Northern 

Wheatear, Red-backed Shrike, Red Deer and Chamois (seen by two participants only),  and some endemic flora, 

were seen as we meandered along these fairytale landscapes.  

 

After we enjoyed our picnic lunch and a tranquil break up in the mountains, we started to drive down towards 

the village of San Salvador in order to enjoy some refreshments and continued our way back to the cottages, 

where Booted and short-toed Eagles, Common Buzzard, Southern Grey Shrike, Crested Lark, common Kestrel 

and another Hen Harrier were seen. After enjoying our pre-supper drinks, we enjoyed of another of Rosa’s 

delicious dinners!  

Day 6 Tuesday 8th June 

Laguna de la Nava 

After an early start, we drove about 70km south towards Palencia and got to Las Navas. We were surrounded by 

lush fields, plains and marshes and a nice Montagu’s Harrier welcomed us to this new habitat. Many conspicuous 

Great Reed Warblers, Reed Warblers, Cetti’s Warblers and Spanish Yellow Wagtails were seen during our first 

stop by an old bridge. We continued passing through the village of Fuentes de la Nava in order to see beautiful 

European Bee-eaters, Common Cuckoo, a legendary White Stork with two chicks in the nest, Great Spotted 

Woodpecker, and Linnet, amongst others. We then drove into the western hide of the marshes were Tree 

Sparrow, Marsh Harrier, Black-winged Stilt, lots of Spanish Yellow Warblers, Great-crested and Least Grebes, 

Common Sandpiper, and an elusive Fan-tailed Warblers (Zitting Cisticola) were seen partially displaying near the 

hedges of the marshes. Purple Herons were also seen, more Marsh Harriers, Mallards, Cuckoos and an 

unexpected Grasshopper Warbler were seen at the eastern hide. We ended up having our ‘picnic’ lunch in the 

third floor of the visitors centre’s building, from where we could see Cattle Egrets, Purple Heron, Short-toed 

Eagle, Black Kite, and more! 

 

After our ‘usual’ coffee stop in one of the surrounded village (Frechilla), we drove to the cathedral of village of 

Mazarriegos, a good place for Lesser Kestrels. At the other end of the plains, to the opposite side of the marshes, 

is usually a good place to see Great Bustards. We were scanning the fields intensively, but there were no signs of 

these fantastic birds yet.  
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However as soon as we drove towards the site, six were seen quietly sitting in one of the alfalfa fields, not far 

from the road. We managed to stick up our scopes and admire several of the 48 elegant males, and some of them 

were exercising their displaying skills. We enjoyed looking at them for a while until they gradually moved away to 

the next field. As the mission to look for Great Bustards was successfully accomplished, we spent time finding 

other interesting birds like Calandra Larks, Hoopoe, Bee-eaters, more Lesser Kestrels, Hen and Montague’s 

Harriers, amongst others. We drove back to Cordovilla to enjoy a relaxing evening and another superb dinner. 

Day 7 Wednesday 9th June 

Bosque de Aguilar & Aguilar de Campoo 

Our plans were spoiled as we tried to go out very early in the morning in order to see Iberian Wolf – and 

perhaps, if lucky even Brown Bear – but the rain and the fog across the mountains were very heavy and thick. 

The only clear thing today was that we were not able to go out. We stayed and had breakfast by 8am and then we 

set off to Bosque de Aguilar, a pine forest area located on the eastern outskirts of Aguilar de Campoo. As the 

bad weather remained, we just managed to see some common things such as Eurasian Treecreeper, Serin, 

Chaffinch, Coal Tit, and Red Squirrel. Many displaying Skylarks, Stonechat, Linnets, Northern Wheatear, White 

Wagtail, Stonechat, and a beautiful Roe Deer were seen around here too. 

 

Continuing cross country, we drove into the village of Cillamayor in order o get some fresh bread from the local 

bakery. As we were out of the vehicles, the unmistakable voice of a gorgeous Golden Oriole sounded loud, and 

close...and we decided to go for it, why not! The cheeky beauty flew across the area leaving us empty handed 

with no sightings. We chased around the whole village, but he had mysteriously hidden somewhere. We decided 

to give it another go around the village where Tino and Rosa live, Villavega, located just 1 km away from where 

we were. We started exploring a nice flat meadow near the river when an unexpected Great Spotted Cuckoo 

emerged from a bush, seen just by myself and another participant; then he just vanished...what a pity!! We kept 

looking for them (Golden Oriole and Great Spotted Cuckoo) but instead we had some nice views of a Woodchat 

Shrike perched on some bushes at the other side of the river, a very rare bird in this area. A Great Spotted 

Woodpecker was also seen along here, whilst a very vocal Wryneck was moving around nearby. But surprises did 

not finish yet as a mega rarity in the area, the gorgeous Red-footed Falcon, was seen around the trees and 

perched in a pylon nearby. Then, two Golden Orioles started to sing again, and Tino and I carefully tried to 

locate them amongst the dense birch trees, and finally found them nesting. A female Golden Oriole was quiet 

and comfortably sat in its nest, great views of this lovely bird! 

 

As heavy rain came along, we jumped into our vehicles and drove through the Aguilar forest, stopping by the 

town’s dam and looking for Crag Martins along the bridge. We found some shelter to set up our picnic lunch 

and after that, we drove into Aguilar de Campoo for a leisurely (shopping!) afternoon. We returned to ‘Las Casas 

Rurales’ to enjoy a delicious early supper as we planned to go for a dusk walk afterwards. As the rain persisted 

longer than we thought, we stayed indoors enjoying Tino’s local wildlife slide show instead.  

Day 8 Thursday 10th June 

We started very early on this our last morning, planning to go out, but the rain spoiled our plans once again.  
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We drove in to Aguilar de Campoo in order to enjoy a very typical breakfast – the delicious and traditional 

churros and hot chocolate! We then came back to the cottages to pack up and get ready for our journey to the 

airport.  

 

We decided to make the rest of the morning more productive visiting the caves of Altamira and Santillana del 

Mar, where we enjoyed our last picnic before making our way to Santander airport in time to catch the flight 

back to the UK. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds  (h = heard only) 

      June 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

1 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis         

2 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus         

3 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea         

4 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea         

5 Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis         

6 Eurasian White Stork  Ciconia ciconia         

7 Greylag Goose Anser anser         

8 Wigeon Anas penelope         

9 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos         

10 European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus         

11 Red Kite Milvus milvus         

12 Black Kite Milvus migrans         

13 Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus         

14 Eurasian Griffon Gyps fulvus         

15 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus         

16 Eurasian Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus         

17 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus         

18 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus         

19 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus         

20 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo         

21 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos         

22 Booted Eagle Aquila pennatus         

23 Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus         

24 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni         

25 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus         

26 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa         

27 Common Quail Coturnix coturnix  h h h h h   

28 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus         

29 Common Coot Fulica atra         

30 Great Bustard Otis tarda      48   

31 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus         

32 Northern Lapwing vanellus vanellus         

33 Common Sandpiper Actitis Hypoleucos         

34 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus         

35 Rock Dove Columba livia         

36 Feral Pigeon Columba 'feral'         

37 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus   h      

38 European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur  h       

39 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto         

40 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus  h h  h    

41 Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius         

42 European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus         

43 Common Swift Apus apus         

44 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster         

45 Hoopoe Upupa epops  h       

46 Wryneck Jynx torquilla       h  

47 Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius   h      
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

48 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major  h       

49 Iberian Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis sharpei       h  

50 Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra         

51 Crested Lark Alerida cristata         

52 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis  h       

53 Wood Lark Lullula arborea         

54 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica         

55 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris         

56 Northern House Martin Delichon urbicum         

57 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris         

58 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis         

59 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis         

60 White Wagtail Motacilla alba         

61 Spanish Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava iberiae         

62 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea         

63 Northern Wren Troglodytes troglodytes  h   h h h  

64 Dunnock Prunella modularis         

65 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus         

66 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos  h h h     

67 Common Blackbird Turdus merula         

68 Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos  h h h h  h h 

69 European Robin Erithacus rubecula     h    

70 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros         

71 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra         

72 Common Stonechat Saxicola torquatus         

73 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe         

74 Red-tailed Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis         

75 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis         

76 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti  h h h h h h h 

77 Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia      h   

78 Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus         

79 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus         

80 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta         

81 Western Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli   h      

82 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla    h    h 

83 Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin  h  h h  h  

84 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis         

85 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata   h      

86 Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans    h     

87 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita  h       

88 Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus         

89 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus         

90 Coal Tit Periparus ater         

91 Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus    h     

92 Great Tit Parus major         

93 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus         

94 Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus         

95 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea  h       

96 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris       h  

97 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla         

98 Eurasian Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus         
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

99 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio         

100 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis         

101 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator         

102 Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus         

103 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius         

104 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica         

105 Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax         

106 Eurasian Jackdaw Corvus monedula         

107 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone         

108 Common Raven Corvus corax         

109 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor         

110 House Sparrow   Passer domesticus         

111 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus         

112 Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia         

113 Chaffinch   Fringilla coelebs         

114 European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris         

115 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis         

116 Common Linnet Acanthis cannabina         

117 European Serin Serinus serinus         

118 Common Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula         

119 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus         

120 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia         

121 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra         

122 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella         

181 Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana         

Mammals  (fp = footprints)           

1 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris         

2 Chamois Rupicapra rupicapra         

3 Wolf Canis lupus   fp      

4 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus    fp     

5 Stoat Mustela erminea         

6 Mole (iberian race) Talpa europaea iberiae         

7 Mediterranean Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus euryale         

8 Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus         

9 Brown Bear Ursus arctos   fp      

10 Genet    fp       

Reptiles & Amphibians         

1 Iberian Rock Lizard Iberolacerta monticola         

2 Marsh Frog Pelophylax ridibundus         

3 Common Toad Bufo bufo         

Butterflies and moths           

1 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius         

2 Large White Pieris brassicae         

3 Small White Artogeia rapae         

4 Bath White Pontia daplidice         

5 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea         

6 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni         
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

7 Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus         

8 Spanish Chalk-hill Blue Lysandra albicans         

9 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus         

10 Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae         

11 Heath Fritillary Mellicta athalia         

12 Western Marbled White Melanargia occitanica         

13 Common Brassy Ringlet Erebia cassioides         

14 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria         

15 Meadow Brown Maniolajurtina         

16 Hummingbird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum         

17 Knapweed Fritillary Melitaea phoebe         

18 Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi         

19 Chimney Sweeper Moth Odezia atrata         

 


