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Tour leader:   Jorge Garzón 

 

Tour participants:  Peter Montague   

    Mary Montague    

    Sue Ford    

    Sue Clarke    

    Peter Riley    

    Margaret Riley    

Summary 

Six Naturetrek friends spent a very enjoyable week exploring the Alpujarra, Sierra Nevada National Park and 

surrounding area with Granada and Cabo de Gata included. Despite - or maybe because of  - the winter rains, we 

found the flora of  the area to be extremely diverse, incorporating a large number of  Afro-Iberian elements, and 

many species unique to southern Spain; together with very interesting and endemic butterflies and also valuable 

species of  breeding birds, some of  them 'lifers' for some members of  the party. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mairena village  

Day 1 Monday 7th June 

The group arrived at Almería Airport in the morning, and once all were assembled, we were keen to get away 

from there to the Alpujarras district. We decided to drive to the village of  Mairena, stopping first at a cafe 

besides the motorway, where we had our first briefing and first coffee in Spain. We were immediately motivated 

to begin botanising at the park site. The site could be broadly called dry shrubby steppe, but was somewhat 

disturbed by its 'urban-fringe' location. What was immediately impressive was the numbers of  snails grouped on 

the top of  the naturalised Century Plants “Agave americana”; everyone said they had never seen this before, or at 

least not as profusely as we could see it here. Nearby we could also see the rampant stems of  the exotic Fig 

Marigold “Carpobrotus edulis” and our first Mediterranean species of  the tour, as it was the Sea Orach “Atriplex 

halimus”. Above our heads House Martins flew in and out of  their nests which were hung from the petrol station 

ceiling. We carried on the drive to Mairena through a desert landscape where some distant Bee-eaters patrolled 

the top of  the low bushes. The dry areas were changing rapidly into green valleys and traditional cultivated plots 

as we were approaching the foot of  Sierra Nevada. From the self-called 'capital of  the Alpujarra' Ugíjar, we 

climbed up to the village of  Mairena, the heart of  the 'Low Alpujarra', at 1.080 m. a. s. l. Once installed in our 

rooms, we met for a cold lunch in the dining room of  'Las Chimeneas', our place to enjoy for a whole week.  
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After lunch we had a Spanish 'siesta', to recover strength after our long journey, and later had a meeting with 

David, our host, at 6.00pm to explore the surrounding area and his Finca, a traditional terraced plot in a close 

hidden valley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Creeping Horehound  

 

We walked down the valley to explore the first plants, butterflies and birds. Under the evening light the scenery 

was superb, with a fully Mediterranean flavour. The private finca we were visiting was covered with Cherry and 

Greengage trees, mixed with dense vegetation in the gullies with Poplars, Ash and Nettle trees everywhere, and 

also Sweet Chestnut and Black Alder trees. The trees were the perfect habitat for Golden Orioles and all of  us 

could hear their songs and see them fly, accompanied by the distant calls of  Cuckoos and Short-toed 

Treecreepers in the bottom of  the valley. 

 

Wild flowers were also well-represented, with the first Afro-Iberian species present such as the Creeping 

Horehound “Marrubium supinum”, the “Bupleurum gibraltaricum” medium-sized shrub in the Parsley family, the 

cushion-shaped Broom “Genista umbellata subsp. umbellata” now blooming, or the “Echium creticum subsp. 

coincyanum”, one of  the southern Vipers Buglosses. Some butterflies were flying around and we started our list 

with Wall Brown, Small Copper, Painted Lady, as well as some Whites including Small and Bath White and a 

beautiful specimen of  a Spanish Scarce Swallowtail “Iphiclides feisthamelii”. 

 

After this, we sat on one of  the miradors (look-out points) that David had built in the finca where he explained 

the origin of  the land and some historical facts of  the 'Moriscos' culture in the Alpujarra to us, before going back 

for a tasty dinner full of  local products created by Soledad, our cook. After a relaxed chat we went to sleep to be 

on top form for the next day.  
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Day 2 Tuesday 8th June 

Walking the Sulayr Nature Track  

 

With everyone well awake we had our breakfast with plenty of  fresh fruit and Spanish tostadas (toasted bread). 

We started at 9.00 driving to Laroles, where we had a short stop to get freshly baked bread and food for our 

picnic. It was a bright and sunny sky today as we went to explore the Puerto de la Ragua Pass, at 2,000m high. 

This is a rich area with alpine flowers and other specialised butterfly species. We parked our vehicle beside the 

Ragua refuge and noticed the place was quite busy with National Park staff  working hard to thin out the Scots 

Pine plantations, in order to recover the natural alpine shrubby area. We decided to carefully explore the area 

following the Sulayr Track in the upper part to the valley, looking for the most interesting endemics. Species seen 

included the Nevada Mullein “Verbascum nevadense”, “Cystisus galianoi” a spiniscent alpine endemic shrub from the 

southeastern mountains in Granada and Almería provinces and the Afro-Baeticum Raspberry “Berberis hispanica 

subsp. australis” now full of  tiny yellow flowers. The first birds started also to fly and call close to us and in 

minutes we could add to the list; Wren, Common Stonechat, Rock Bunting, Linnet, Chaffinch and Bonelli's 

Warbler. Up in the sky we could see the unmistakeable silhouette of  the local Golden Eagles and a short time 

later a Goshawk circled above us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Hormathophylla spinosa 

When we were ascending the path, along the stream, we discovered our first Queen of  Spain Fritillary of  the day 

having a sun bath on a small pebble. Painted Lady, Small Tortoiseshell and Red Admiral butterflies flew by us, 

and we also discovered a Berger's Clouded Yellow (a very rare migrant species in the UK that barely reaches 

southern England). June is already late for orchids in Sierra Nevada, but well sheltered under a Dog Rose, the 

sharp eye of  Sue spotted a beautiful specimen of  Early Purple Orchid “Orchis (mascula) olbiensis”. One hour later 

we reached the top of  our path where we could enjoy the evergreen alpine meadows at 2,200 m. a. s. l. The 

swamp area was full of  streams and there we stopped to find more interesting species. Wildflowers were 

abundant with endemisms like the Nevada Speedwell “Veronica nevadensis subsp. nevadensis”, the rounded 

“Hormathophylla spinosa”, a spiny alpine shrub fully covered with roseate flowers, and the yellow-flowered Nevada 

Wallflower “Erysimum nevadense”, both in the cabbage family. Not far from there, some Skippers sucked salts on 

the fresh mud, and a closer view gave us Southern Marbled and Lulworth Skipper species, not far from Common 

Horehound plants. 
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Berger's Clouded Yellow  

 

On our way back to the La Ragua Pass we could also enjoy with the fast and difficult to track flight of  the 'Blue' 

butterflies, carefully identifying Brown Argus, the endemic Nevada Blue or the iberian Panoptes Blue, a butterfly 

that is commoner in central and south Iberia but local in eastern Andalucía. More bird species were recorded 

here, with Subalpine Warbler, Grey Wagtail and Crag Martin to add to the list! With the sounds of  Short-toed 

Treecreepers, Coal Tits and sharp eyes of  the Eurasian Jays on us (well, on the food actually!) we prepared our 

sumptuous picnic on one of  the big stony tables scattered in the forest.  

 

After that we decided to leave this lovely place and its 18ºC to go down the northern slopes of  Sierra Nevada 

heading to La Calahorra for a cup of  coffee and a brief  visit to the magnificent castle of  La Calahorra, the last 

one built in Spain on 1510 by the Marquis of  Zenete. Placed on the top of  a bare hill, the solid walls hide the 

first Renaissance style building built in Spain. Crag Martins and Red-billed Choughs flew above us while the most 

noticeable flower in this dry soil was the tall Iberian Giant Fennel “Ferula communis” and the Afro-Iberian 

endemism “Sedum mucizonia” growing in cracks in the limestone rocks of  the hill. 

 

Our way back to Mairena through the la Ragua Pass was very interesting indeed as we inspected the wires and 

dry places, obtaining close views of  Rock Sparrows, Black and Black-eared Wheatears, Serins and Booted Eagle. 

Before we took down our telescope, Jorge discovered a dark moving stone that turned out to be a female 

Spanish Ibex! 

 

One hour later we were in Mairena, where we met later to check the lists and books and following that we were 

really happy to meet again in the dining room to enjoy the dishes cooked by Soledad, and drank a toast to the 

superb day we had enjoyed. 

Day 3 Wednesday 9th June 

Early in the morning we checked the weather forecast which promised us a rainy and foggy day up in the 

mountains, so we decided to visit the Alhambra and try the famous 'tapas'. We drove down to Granada through 

the La Ragua Pass, the Zenete Plains and Guadix. From La Calahorra to Diezma the landscape changes 

dramatically and a vast flat terrain crossed with dry river beds and a run of  reddish gypsum pinnacles and clay 

crevices shapes one of  the more fabulous arid zones ever seen: the Badlands.   

 

Before arriving, Jorge suggested a visit to a little known corner of  the Sierra de Víznar where Azure-winged 

Magpie occurs, this afforested range being the south-eastern boundary of  its distribution range in Iberia. We 

carefully drove along the narrow road and minutes later we could hear some calls. Binoculars ready, we jumped 

out to try and locate them, as they were well hidden in the canopy. Ten minutes later, and after a couple of  
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glimpses, Peter discovered the first one sitting on one of  the low branches of  a Maritime Pine, and a minute later 

a second bird came to join it, then a third one and in no time a whole family of  Azure-winged Magpies was 

performing for us!  

 

The forest offered other botanical gifts as we were now in an area with basic soils (grey limestone‟s mainly). A 

diverse array of  other plants was noted, including “Silene colorata”, Soft Stork's-bill “Erodium malacoides”, the 

Ibero-african “Malva cretica subsp. althaeoides” (close to our Small Tree Mallow - with a Vulnerable status in Great 

Britain), “Pallenis spinosa”, Galactites “Galactites tomentosa” and Grey-leaved Cistus “Cistus albidus” with its rose 

flowers wide open.  

Later on the way to Granada we added some more species, from the minibus itself, such as Milk Thistle “Sibylum 

marianum”, Spanish Broom “Spartium junceum”, Castor-oil plant “Ricinus communis” or the naturalised Giant Reed 

“Arundo donax”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Arborescent Thistle  

 

At 12.15 we were in the city centre and had our Alhambra tickets for a visit starting at 2.00 p.m. We went directly 

onto the 'tapas' experience. This is a very old way to lunch in southern Spain, Granada being the most famous 

place in Iberia to taste them. Jorge is a true 'aficionado' in tapas, and he drove us to one of  the very old bars 

where locals enjoy them daily. A wide range of  delicious dishes helped us to face up our visit to the Alhambra 

Palaces in the rain! At the Alhambra entrance we met David, our kindly host at Mairena, who offered his services 

as a guide during the visit to this outstanding monument. At 6.30pm we left Granada and drove back towards 

Mairena. On our way down from La Ragua we met an unexpected heavy fog which surrounded Sierra Nevada in 

an unusual Andalusian summer‟s day.   

Day 4 Thursday 10th June 

With a cool but bright day ahead, we aimed to encounter the 'High Alpujarra', a countryside of  small white 

villages and lovely places where the butterflies, wildflowers, birds and other wildlife share the outstanding 

landscape with the traditional way of  living. Starting at 9am allowed us to leave enough time for the air to get 

warmer. From Mairena we headed west where we stopped near Juviles to explore an interesting limestone area. 

Our stop was profitable and here we found our first aromatics like the Iberian Mastic Thyme “Thymus mastichina” 

as well as one of  the more eye-catching endemic species, the Nevada Thymus, the “Thymus longiflorus” in full 

bloom. The area was full of  stems of  the Yellow Phlomis “Phlomis lychnitis” in full bloom, a species that we also 

saw on subsequent days.   

 

 

 

 



Spain – The Alpujarra & Alhambra  Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek     October 10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            The Butterfly Path 

 

Binoculars and the telescope brought us close views of  interesting birds. Two distant birds of  prey were noticed 

by Sue, which turned out to be Short-toed Eagles. 

A pair of  nesting Black-eared Wheatears sat on a rock, and a Woodchat Shrike performed to us from the top of  

one of  the telephone poles. Other attractive birds seen were Red-rumped Swallows, Stonechats, Sardinian 

Warblers and Rock Buntings.  

 

An hour later, after have crossed a succession of  impressive slopes covered with Pyrenean Oaks “Quercus 

pyrenaica” and Holm Oaks “Quercus (rotundifolia) ilex” we arrived at Pitres, a village of  tightly packed white houses 

on a sunny slope in the Alpujarra and surrounded by very old Sweet Chestnut trees. From here we would walk a 

lovely and sometimes steep pathway full of  wildflowers, old trees and running water. - a paradise for butterflies! 

Bright-pink-flowered Snapdragons “Antirrhinum majus” blossom along the route, and the number of  butterflies 

was amazing! We very much enjoyed seeing them fly and identifying amongst other species, Wall and Meadow 

Browns, Small Tortoiseshell, Spanish Gatekeeper, Large Grizzled and Essex Skippers, Southern Small, Large and 

Small Whites, Iberian Marbled White and Spanish Fritillary.  

 

Later we arrived at the hamlet of  Capilerilla. The party went for a walk, and later we had our lunch beside an 

unbelievable spring with a wide sort of  waters: fresh, iron-flavoured and natural sparkling in different degrees! 

We tasted every one of  them and filled up a bottle to check the iron deposits on the bottom hours later. This 

would be one of  our favourite topics during the next couple of  days, with 'state-of-the-art' explanations by our 

companion Peter about the chemistry and behaviour of  the iron dissolved in 'agua con gas' (sparkling water). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Southern Spanish Fritillary  

 

From here we started our way back. Our first stopover was in Trevélez for our coffee break where we tasted the 

'pestiños' (a kind of  arabic style local sweets). Trevélez is the highest village in Spain, at 1,475 m. a.s.l. and the 
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Sierra Nevada slopes can be easily seen from the plaza, the village square. There we put up the telescope and in a 

couple of  minutes we found our first magnificent Golden Eagle flying against one of  the snow patches 

remaining, at 2,000 m high. All of  us could see this bird, and the second one that joined it, while soaring across 

the valley. Closer to us, a Common Kestrel tried to hunt insects.  

 

Our second stop was at the other side of  the river, where from the mirador we could take panoramic pictures of  

the village and the wide valley. Here we were rewarded with a steep dive by one of  the Golden Eagles that 

crossed the entire valley from west to east. A superb image indeed before we had to leave the Trevélez area!  

 

Our way back to Mairena was calm and interesting, stopping twice more time to watch Serins, Goldfinches, Cirl 

Buntings and Greenfinches and to admire their behaviour with just fledged young or the bright males singing.  

We also enjoyed a botany stop to add some more species like the Ibero-North Africans Wooden Lavender 

“Lavandula lanata”, and Southern White Flax “Linum suffruticosum” and the Mediterranean French lavender 

“Lavandula stoechas”, Broad-leaved Lavender “Lavandula latifolia” and beautiful Coris “Coris monspeliensis” in full 

bloom. One of  the most wanted species we had found was the Spanish Rusty Foxglove “Digitalis obscura”, a 

central and southern Spanish endemism growing in rocky habitats, mainly in the mountains. 

 

We made our list with a high level of  satisfaction for a lovely day. After our sumptuous dinner and a nice chat 

with Emma, our hostess, we finished our day, but not without first hearing Scops Owls calls from the terrace of  

the restaurant. 

Day 5 Friday 11th June 

Today we fixed our appointment at 7.30 for a pre-breakfast walk, visiting one of  the areas in the vicinity. Our 

goal, bird-watching in a steppe area nearby was reached after ten minutes driving and we parked in an old quarry 

by the road. We enjoyed a cool morning with a fresh breeze as sunlight started to reach the top of  the hills. In no 

more than two minutes the first bird flew onto a shrub. Its fluttering wingbeats, size and brownish colour 

suggested it to be in the Lark family. Shortly after, a second one flew and sat on the top of  the bush, where now 

we could admire two Thekla Larks singing. A bit further on we also heard the rattle call of  a well hidden 

Sardinian Warbler. We carefully scanned the opposite slope when we heard the first Red-legged Partridge calls, 

but we couldn't locate them due to the low vegetation growing there. Other birds seen before breakfast time 

were Common Kestrel, Bee-eaters in flight, Iberian Green Woodpecker (race 'sharpei') and elusive Dartford 

Warblers. 

Old Chesnut-tree at Laroles Valley  

After our breakfast, we continued our journey, in cool conditions and under partially cloudy skies. The first half  

of  the day we explored the River Laroles valley walking from Júbar Chapel to one of  the giant Chestnut trees up 
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in the valley. We left our mini-bus by one of  the unpaved tracks and started our walk to the upper part of  the 

Sierra. We had an open wide landscape with the Mediterranean Sea closing the south skyline and a group of  

huge slopes falling down from the top of  the 2,500 m. a. s. l. peaks of  Sierra Nevada. Our first part of  the track 

was covered with Holm Oaks where we found some fast Iberian Wall Lizards and Eurasian Jays, Red-rumped 

Swallows, Crag Martins, a wide assortment of  finches and a flock of  Bee-eaters flying south. During one of  our 

stops, Sue discovered a resting Cardinal Fritillary - this superb butterfly, with a distribution range from Southern 

Bretagne in France to the Straits of  Gibraltar, offered us, depending on the light reflections, its dusky yellowy 

orange colour or the olive green flashes mixed with rose tones. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Rock Bunting male  

Two kilometres later the landscape changed when we arrived at one of  the 'careos' (irrigation canals). From here 

we walked on towards the main 'acequia' (old irrigation channel) of  the valley by very old Chestnut and Ash 

trees. After a while we faced one of  the few 'orchid gardens' remaining in the Alpujarra. Dozens of  specimens 

of  Robust Marsh Orchids of  the Iberian subspecies “durandii” grew there. The calls of  Short-toed Treecreepers 

and Bonelli's Warblers started to sound as the forest was getting denser, and on Over the Blackberry and Forget-

me-not blossoms we found several butterflies, including Spanish Fritillary, Bath and Southern Small Whites, 

Spanish Scarce Swallowtail and Large Wall Brown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Robust Marsh Orchid 

In less than an hour we got to our 'Chestnut-tree garden' where we had our picnic with fresh vegetables, local 

cheese and serrano ham, juices and pure water from the Sierra Nevada streams. On our way down to Júbar we 

also added to our butterfly list Spanish Marbled White and two dark Common Graylings “Hipparchia 

(parahipparchia) semele”. 

 

After a well deserved rest and a cup of  coffee in the village of  Laroles we started our second half  of  the day 

walking once more on the La Ragua mountain pass. We had previously missed some interesting endemics so, we 

drove back up in the mountains to practise a sort of  'botany-twitching'. We would go directly to find six 

wildflowers! On our way Jorge glimpsed a couple of  them while driving but we got the top of  the Pass and after 

parking the vehicle we jumped out to get the first one in the list - the Ibero-North African Hedgehog-broom 

“Erinacea anthyllis subsp. anthyllis” which we found with some of  its deep-blue flowers already opened. We also 
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discovered our second species - the “Cuscuta triumvirati”, a kind of  Dodder restricted to the Andalusian and Rif  

mountains, very noticeable with its long orange thread-like stems. The third plant of  this stop was also located, 

even without its distinctive white flowers on it, the Ibero-North African endemism “Arenaria pungens subsp. 

pungens” which grows in high mountains from 2,000 up to 3,300 metres.  

 

We drove then a little further south to stop by one of  the plants glimpsed by Jorge. Our fourth species was there 

- a lovely wide-leaved thistle covered with cobwebby hairs, showing tiny white flower-heads, the Stemless Thistle 

“Onopordum acaulon”. 

This Ibero-North African species was restricted to mountains and an isolated place at Corbières (France); 

although recently it has been introduced in some regions of  Australia and some Scottish shires where it is a 

noxious plant and is under eradication management plans. 

 

Our two remaining species awaited us at the southern face of  Sierra Nevada, very close to where the 'Sulayr' 

nature track joined the main road. We stopped at the roadside and soon watched the unmistakeable purple 

flowers of  the Iberian endemism Granada Thistle “Carduus granatensis” showing its deep-angled cylindrical 

flower-heads and spiny-winged stems. Close to the thistles a small 'Blue' butterfly attracted our attention, having 

enough time to take a couple of  pictures before it flew off. Later on, we identified it as a Nevada Blue “Plebicula 

golgus”, one of  the rarest endemic butterflies of  the Sierra Nevada range. 

 

Our last species in the wanted list was a small, rare plant growing in the shaded cliffs of  the Sierra. We were 

fortunate enough to find a group of  them hidden on the north face of  a schistous cliff, halfway between the 

Almería and Granada provinces, the strict endemism “Sarcocapnos speciosa”, in the Fumitory family, that we found 

in full bloom. Later on, before our dinner in Mairena, all of  us agreed that we had another superb day. 

Day 6 Saturday 12th June 

Emma kindly informed us about the possibility of  visiting one of  the local cellars and we fixed an appointment 

with them before noon. Before then we would explore the arid zone close to Ugíjar to try to get some additional 

birds and flowers. Before 9am we were already driving to one of  the driest valleys in the area, where we had a 

short walk. This area mostly comprises well-eroded limestone, alternating with other areas of  clay cliffs. Even 

being so close to the forested hills nearby, the nature of  the soil makes a difference as most of  the water 

obtained for plants here comes from the scant precipitations and nocturnal moisture.  

 

The area was silent and a few brown butterflies flew around. A flying male Golden Oriole made a stellar 

appearance and sat on a bare branch, allowing us to have close views through the telescope. Iberian Green 

Woodpecker, Sardinian Warbler and Common Kestrel were also added to our list, and a few minutes later a 

complete Black Wheatear family sat on the rocks, against the skyline. Although this area is suitable for local Blue 

Rock Thrush we could not see or hear any of  them. Before we got to the minibus we admired several Caper 

plants “Capparis spinosa” in full bloom, and five outstanding Spanish Ibex males were walking along the clay 

pinnacles.  

 

We left this interesting area to arrive at the cellars shortly afterwards. We had a very interesting visit here. 

Fortunately Jorge translated every detail into English. We finished with an enjoyable wine tasting session. 
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Sue had told us of  her interest in seeing a Hoopoe at all cost – a „lifer‟ for her. Facing the cellars was an olive-tree 

field where a flying bird was located by Jorge. A close inspection of  the trunks produced an enjoyable discovery: 

a Hoopoe nest where a young bird, just fledged, sat in full view! Visibly thrilled to bits about this superb bird, 

Sue and the rest of  the crew could take close pictures of  it, and also enjoy seeing one of  the flying adults that 

watched us. 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Hoopoe chick  

We spent the rest of  the day visiting one of  the coastal lagoons close to Almería. To that end, we drove further 

south with a stopover at a local bar were we had local sandwiches and refreshments. After our coffee and one 

more hour driving, we reached the area, former gravel deposits now turned into two deep lagoons. We started a 

short walk to gain a better watch position and the first birds we saw was a Black-necked Grebe pair very close to 

us. Common Coots, Gadwalls, Pochards and two female Red-crested Pochards were easily located in minutes. A 

white bird with very dark wing patches attracted our attention - it was a Little Bittern that we followed in flight 

until it landed 100 yards away. The first dragonflies were also in the surroundings with noticeable Emperor 

Dragonfly males and a superb Red-veined Darter male sat on the top of  a grass.  The first gulls and terns started 

to fly and above our heads Black-headed and Yellow-legged Gulls with Little Terns and a few Cattle Egrets flew 

to the west.  

 

White-headed Duck male 

Then we moved further east to the eastern end of  the lagoons. We had a very interesting time here with flying 

Whiskered Terns, Squacco Herons and some elusive Cetti's and Fan-tailed Warblers. The Heron colony had 

nesting species as Little Egret, Grey (immature non-nesting birds) and Night Herons well seen for all the 

members of  the party. One of  the more interesting and elusive warblers we saw was the Great Reed Warbler, 

which despite of  its bigger size was well hidden into the reeds and we were looking for it for more than fifteen 

minutes but, finally the bird appeared. Two more impressive ducks were located: White-headed Duck (three 

coloured males and five females) and bright Red Crested Pochards males. 
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                                                                        Red-veined Darter  

Our last surprise of  the day before come back to the Alpujarra was a blueish hen swimming, a big bird that was 

quickly identified as a Purple Gallinule/Swamphen. In the evening, we left this memorable wildlife site, 

paradoxically surrounded with outrageous cultivation plots covered with plastic, where vegetables are harvested 

in winter and sent weekly to European markets. On our way home we certainly thought about the responsibility 

of  maintaining a sustainable environment. 

Day 7 Sunday 12th June 

After having been touring the mountains and nearby ranges and after our foray to the coastal plains yesterday, we 

decided to go in search of  the sea and one of  the endemic butterflies living by the southern Iberian sea shores. 

So first we had to take the bending road over the rugged Alpujarra region and descend across the arid zones to 

the coastal A7 motorway. After a brief  stop for a coffee break, we headed to the Cabo de Gata lighthouse and 

what was meant to be a brief  stop at the head-end of  the rocky head turned into an hour's exploring the sea and 

rocky areas. The calm surface of  the day allowed us to check seabirds with very close immature Gannets fishing 

on the Bay and some trains of  Balearic Shearwaters heading west; Yellow-legged, Black-headed Gulls and a flock 

of  three Eurasian Curlews were the birds at sea. A closer view to the rocky areas soon produced one of  the 

interesting Ibero-mediterranean butterfly species, a Dusky Heath “Coenonympha dorus” with its distinctive smoky 

brown colour and yellow ringed ocellus. A little bit further, a breeding Black Wheatear flew carrying food for the 

chicks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                     Cabo de Gata Birdwatching Hides  

 

We also saw some more plants species here already seen the day before, but among the more notable additions 

were the European Dwarf  Palm “Chamaerops humilis”, the only European native palm, the coastal western 

Mediterranean shrub “Anthyllis cytisoides” (a kind of  Kidney Vetch), Yellow Horned-Poppy “Glaucium flavum”, 

Yellow Sea Aster “Asteriscus maritimum” in full bloom, and taking advantage of  the tiny shelter in the crevices, the 

Winged Sea Lavender “Limonium sinuatum” with its rounded-lobed leaves and white-purple coloured flowers.  

 

Some Common Kestrels hawked overhead and a tiny Portuguese Dappled White butterfly came flying towards 

us. 
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              Dusky Heath  

It was hot enough to think about lunch and we stopped at La Almadraba for some relaxation, fresh water and 

beer, with some grilled squid. An hour later we were fully installed in one of  the wooden hides at Cabo de Gata 

saltpans. The seats and shady shelter provided comfortable eye-level birdwatching. On the salty shores Kentish 

Plovers ate small invertebrates with a flock of  Black-winged Stilts and Avocets behind them. Through the 

telescope discovered a small flock of  seven Oystercatchers and some distant Slender-billed Gulls. From our 

second hide we could see closer and better a big flock of  Roseate Flamingos with no less than 250 birds. 

 

Late in the afternoon we drove to a small coastal lagoon to find the endemic Tiger Blue Butterfly which 

distribution is reduced to a few locations in coastal Southern Spain. This Blue is extremely sporadic and very 

local with an added difficulty of  first brood specimens are very scarce at times. The soil here was sandy with a 

ring of  reeds circling the water. Sheltered here we discovered interesting birds as Reed and Fan-tailed Warblers. 

Bee-eaters, Thekla, Short-toed and Lesser Short-toed Larks were spotted flying, calling or sat on shrubs and 

nearby rocks. Also plants were along the way with Mediterranean Jujube “Zizyphus lotus”, “Thymelaea hirsuta” with 

diminutive yellowish flowers and the Afro-Iberian Esparto Grass “Stipa tenacissima” being the three more 

noticeable species. 

 

After our first walk we decided to go in search of  our most wanted butterfly and soon we were inspecting the 

shrubs and Ziziphus trees. Fifteen minutes later, Peter and Margaret spotted a single butterfly on a small leaf  and 

we hastened to take some pictures of  it. Whilst adjusting the camera, Sue pointed a lower branch where two 

Common Tiger Blues were mating so the cameras rose to the occasion, allowing us to take beautiful pictures. 

 

Fully satisfied, with Stone Curlew calls and the fast flying of  Pallid and Common Swifts around us, we decided to 

leave this superb area and drove back home, to our charming village of  Mairena. After having finished our list, 

with some Spanish tapas and white wine included, we had a memorable dinner which Soledad had cooked for us. 

After an agreeable soirée and a cup of  coffee we left the dining room to pack everything as in morning we would 

be leaving Mairena very early for the airport. 

Day 8                 Monday 13th June 

Travel back to the UK. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds 

   June 

 Common name Scientific name 7
 

8
 

9
 

10
 

11
 

12
 

13
 

1  Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus      6  

2  Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis      15+  

3  Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis      11  

4 Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus       8 

5 Gannet Sula bassana       3 

6 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis      50+  

7 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides      3  

8 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus      1  

9 Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax      3  

10 Little Egret Egretta garzetta      7  

11 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea       1 

12 Roseate Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus       250+ 

13 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos      25+ 8 

14 Gadwall Anas strepera      10+ 5 

15 Common Pochard Aythya ferina      35+  

16 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina      25+  

17 White-headed Duck Oxyura melanocephala      7  

18 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos  1  2    

19 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus    1    

20 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus  1 1 2 1  2 

21 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus    1    

22 Goshawk Accipiter gentilis  1   1   

23 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 2 3  1 2 2 1 

24 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa     2   

25 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus      5 10+ 

26 Common Coot Fulica atra      65+ 15+ 

27 Purple Gallinule Porphyrio porphyrio      2  

28 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus       6 

29 Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus       7 

30 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata       3 

31 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus      6 60+ 

32 Slender-billed Gull Larus genei       3 

33 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis      8 100+ 

34 Little Tern Sterna albifrons      3 15+ 

35 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus      2  

36 Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon) Columba livia var. domestica        

37 Wood pigeon Columba palumbus        
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   June 

 Common name Scientific name 7
 

8
 

9
 

10
 

11
 

12
 

13
 

38 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto        

39 Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 2 3  4  1 2 

40 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 2       

41 Scops Owl Otus scops 2  1 2 2 3 1 

42 Common Swift Apus apus        

43 Pallid Swift Apus pallidus        

44 Hoopoe Upupa epops 2     3  

45 Bee-eater Merops apiaster 3    20+ 6 11 

46 Iberian Green Woodpecker Picus viridis subsp. Sharpei  1   2 2  

47 Skylark Alauda arvensis        

48 Crested Lark Galeerida cristata        

49 Thekla Lark Galerida theklae        

50 Woodlark Lullula arborea  3   2   

51 Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla       5 

52 Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens       3 

53 Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris        

54 Swallow Hirundo rustica        

55 Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica 5 3  2  4 2 

56 House Martin Delichor urbicum        

57 White Wagtail Motacilla alba subs. alba        

58 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea  2     3 

59 Spanish Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava subsp. Iberiae       4 

60 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes        

61 Robin Erithacus rubecula        

62 Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 2   1 3 2 1 

63 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros  2      

64 Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura  2   6 2 2 

65 Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica 1 1  2    

66 Stonechat Saxicola torquata  2  3 2   

67 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus    3 2   

68 Blackbird Turdus merula        

69 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla    2 3 1  

70 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala   3 2 4 2  

71 Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans  2      

72 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata     1 2  

73 Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis      1 2 

74 Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus       5+ 

75 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti      4 2 

76 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus      2  

77 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta     2   

78 Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli  4      

79 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita  2      
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   June 

 Common name Scientific name 7
 

8
 

9
 

10
 

11
 

12
 

13
 

80 Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus  5 2  3   

81 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 1       

82 Great Tit Parus major        

83 Coal Tit Parus ater        

84 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus        

85 Long-tailed Tit Lophophanes cristatus subsp irbii  4      

86 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla        

87 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator    2 3   

88 Southern Great Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis       1 

89 Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica cyana   8     

90 Magpie Pica pica        

91 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius        

92 Jackdaw Corvus monedula        

93 Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax   6   12  

94 Carrion Crow Corvus corone 2     4 3 

95 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor        

96 Golden Oriole Orioulus oriolus        

97 House Sparrow Passer domesticus        

98 Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia  5      

99 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs        

100 Linnet Acanthis cannabina        

101 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis        

102 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris        

103 Serin Serinus serinus        

104 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus  2   3   

105 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia  4  3 2   

106 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra    3    

Butterflies & Moths         

1 Spanish Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides feisthamelii        

2 Large White Pieris brassicae        

3 Small White Artogeia rapae        

4 Southern Small White Artogeia mannii        

5 Portuguese Dappled White Euchloe tagis        

6 Bath White Pontia daplidice        

7 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea        

8 Berger's Clouded Yellow Colias alfacariensis  1    1  

9 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas        

10 Tiger Blue Tarucus theophrastus       3 

11 Panoptes Blue Pseudophilotes abencerragus  2      

12 Brown Argus Aricia agestis (cramera)        
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   June 

 Common name Scientific name 7
 

8
 

9
 

10
 

11
 

12
 

13
 

13 Escher's Blue Agrodiaetus escheri        

14 Nevada Blue Plebicula golgus        

15 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus        

16 Mother-of-pearl Blue Plebicula nivescens        

17 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta        

18 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui        

19 Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae  2  1    

20 Cardinal Fritillary Argynnis pandora     1   

21 Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia        

22 Spotted Fritillary Melitaea didyma        

23 Spanish Fritillary Eerodryas desfontainii        

24 Western Marbled White Melanargia occitanica    1    

25 Iberian Marbled White Melanargia lachesis        

26 Spanish Marbled White Melanargia ines        

27 Common Grayling Hipparchia semele        

28 Madow Brown Maniola jurtina        

29 Spanish Gatekeeper Pyronia bathseba         

30 Dusky Heath Coenonympha dorus       2 

31 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria        

32 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera        

33 Large Wall Brown Lasiommata maera     2   

34 Large Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus alveus        

35 Southern Marbled Skipper Carchadorus boeticus        

36 Lulworth Skipper Thymelicus acteon        

37 Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola        

38 Pine processionary moth Thaumetopoea pityocampa        

Dragonflies 

1 Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator        

2 Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii        

Mammal/Reptiles/Amphibians 

1 Spanish Ibex Capra pyrenaica subsp. hispanica        

2 Iberian Wall Lizard Podarcis hispanica        

3 Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica        

4 Perez's Frog Rana perezi        
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BOTANY LIST KEYS 

NEVADA: Endemic plants from Sierra Nevada and La Alpujarra. 
SEIb: South-eastern Iberian endemisms. 
IB: Iberian endemisms. 
IBNAf: Iberic-North African endemics. 
MED: Plants growing in the Mediterranean basin. 
EUR: Species with an European distribution range. 
COSMO: Cosmopolitan plants (wild, introduced or naturalised). 

Plants 

 Common name Scientific name NEVAD
A 

SEI
b 

I
B 

IBNA
f 

ME
D 

EU
R 

COSM
O 

DRY-STEPPE AREAS-COASTAL AREAS (Mainly Thermomediterranean Stage) 

1 Century Plant Agave americana        

2 Sisal Agave sisalana        

3 Fig Marygold Carpobrotus edulis        

4 Creeping Horehound Marrubium supinum        

5 (Parsley family) Bupleurum gibraltaricum        

6 (Broom family) Genista umbellata subsp. umbellata        

7 (A Viper's Bugloss) Echium creticum subsp. coincyanum        

8 Iberian Giant Fennel Ferula communis        

9 (A Stonecrop) Sedum mucizonia        

10 Castor-oil-plant Ricinus communis        

11 Giant Reed Arundo donax        

12 Capper Plant Capparis spinosa        

13 European Dwarf Palm Chamaerops humilis        

14 (A Kidney Vetche) Anthyllis cytisoides        

15 Yellow Horny-Poppy Glaucium flavum        

16 Yellow Sea Aster Asteriscus maritimum        

17 Winged Sea 
Lavender 

Limonium sinuatum        

18 Mediterranean Jujube Zyzyphus lotus        

19 Mithnane Shrub Thymelaea hirsuta        

20 Esparto Grass Stipa tenacissima        

21 Sea Orach Atriplex halimus        

22 Oleander Nerium oleander        

23 Pale Stonecrop Sedum sediforme        

24 (A Thistle) Phonus arborescens        

25 Sea Cudweed Otanthus maritimus        

26 Shrubby Everlasting Helichrysum stoechas        

27 Shore Campion Silene littorea        

28 Brompton Stock Matthiola incana subsp. incana        

29 (A Larkspur) Delphinium halteratum subsp. 
verdunense 

       

30 Arborescens Launaea Launaea arborescens        
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 Common name Scientific name NEVAD
A 

SEI
b 

I
B 

IBNA
f 

ME
D 

EU
R 

COSM
O 

 

SHRUBBY AND  HOLM-OAK FORESTED VALLEYS (Mainly Mesomediterranean Stage) 

31  Phlomis purpurea        

32 Yellow Phlomis Phlomis lychnitis        

33 Iberian Mastic Thyme Thymus mastichina subs. mastichina        

34  Thymus longiflorus        

35  Thymus zygis subsp. gracilis        

36  Coris monspeliensis        

37 Foxglove Digitalis purpurea subsp. purpurea        

38 Spanish Rusty 
Foxglove 

Digitalis obscura subsp. obscura        

39 Spanish Broom Spartium junceum        

40 Wool Lavender Lavandula lanata        

41 Broad-leaved 
Lavender 

Lavandula latifolia        

42  Lavandula stoechas        

43  Retama sphaerocarpa        

44 Southern White Flax Linum suffruticosum        

45  Adenocarpus decorticans        

46  Ptilostemon hispanicus        

47 Milk Thistle Silybum marianum        

48 Galactites Galactites tomentosa        

49  Pallenis spinosa        

50 (A small Tree Mallow) Malva cretica subsp. althaeoides        

51  Antirrhinum mollissimum        

52 Pyrenee's Oak Quercus pyrenaica        

53 Nevada Acer opalus subsp. granatense        

54  Santolina chamaecyparissus subsp. 
aquarrosa 

       

55  Dittrichia viscosa        

56 Grey-leaved Cistus Cistus albidus        

57  Cistus clusii subsp. Multiflorus        

58  Cistus laurifolius        

59  Bupleurum fruticosum        

60  Sarcocapnos speciosa        

61  Isatis tinctoria subsp. tinctoria        

62 Nettle Tree  Celtis australis        

63 Robust Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza elata subsp. durandii        

 

ALPINE WILDFLOWERS AND SHRUBS (Supra and Oromediterranean Stages -up to 2.190 m height) 

64 Northafrican 
Raspberry 

Berberis hispanica subsp. australis        

65  Cytisus gallianoi        
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 Common name Scientific name NEVAD
A 

SEI
b 

I
B 

IBNA
f 

ME
D 

EU
R 

COSM
O 

66  Genista versicolor        

67  Juniperus sabina        

68  Juniperus communis subsp. alpina         

69 Nevada Mullein Verbascum nevadense        

70  Hormatophylla spinosa        

71 Hedgehog Broom Erinacea anthyllis subsp. anthyllis        

72  Prunus ramburii        

73  Prunus prostrata        

74  Cuscuta triumvirati        

75  Astragalus nevadensis        

76  Carduus granatensis        

77  Carduus carlinoides subsp. hispanicus        

78 Stemless Thistle Onopordum acaulon        

79  Eryngium glaciale        

80  Potentilla nevadensis        

81  Verbascum nevadense        

82 Early Purple Orchid Orchis (mascula) olbiensis        

83 Nevada Speedwell Veronica nevadensis subsp. nevadensis        

84 Nevada Wallflower Erysimum nevadense        

85 Nevada Sandwort Arenaria pungens subsp. pungens        

86 (Bellflower family) Campanula herminii        

87 Mouse-ear 
Chickweed 

Cerastium gibraltaricum        

88 Nevada Saxifrage Saxifraga nevadensis        

89 Nevada Kidney Vetch Anthyllis vulneraria subsp. 
pseudoarundana 

       

90 (A Globularia species) Globularia spinosa        

91 Nevada Thyme  Thymus serpilloides subsp. serpylloides        

92 (A Toadflax species) Linaria verticillata        

93 (A Spleenwort 
species) 

Asplenium billotii        

94 Nevada Thrift Armeria filicaulis subsp. nevadensis        

95 Cotoneaster Cotoneaster granatensis        

96 (Valerian family) Centranthus nevadensis        

97 Nevada Hawkbit Leontodon boryi        

98 Nevada Groundcover Herniaria boissieri        

99 Nevada Mignorette Reseda complicata        

100 Nevada Dandelion Taraxacum nevadense         

 


