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Tour participants: Steve Gater (leader) with five Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

An excellent week was enjoyed by all, blending good company, delicious food, warm sunshine, wonderful 

countryside and lots of amazing wildlife into a very special experience. We visited different habitats and were 

delighted with the range of species encountered, many offering great photographic opportunities. The Sierra 

Nevada scenery was stunning and touring the Alhambra in Granada was an added treat. It was definitely a week 

that left many memories to cherish. 

Day 1 Sunday 9th June 

Meeting up at Malaga airport worked well and we soon picked up our minibus and headed east along the coastal 

motorway fringed with Oleander (Nerium oleander). We missed a break at a shopping centre chosen (closed on 

Sunday), so we drove on and stopped in a layby overlooking the village of Orgiva. Down in the valley beyond is 

the farm owned by Chris Stewart, author of the best-selling account of his experiences living in the Alpujarras 

‘Driving over lemons’ - a most enjoyable and relevant read. It was hot, so we soon returned to the air-

conditioned bus, but not before we had seen Spotless Starling, Jackdaw, Magpie, Common Kestrel and Spanish 

Sparrow. Large White and Cleopatra butterflies were picked up in the scrub. 

 

By this time the minor road was twisting as we ascended into the rugged mountain scenery with fascinatingly 

shaped peaks and parched valleys. We stopped for refreshments in the village of Cadiar then completed our 

journey at the small Alpujarra village of Mairena, the location of our hotel and restaurant, Las Chimeneas. We 

were warmly welcomed by owners, David and Emma Illsley and, after settling into well-appointed rooms, it was 

time for drinks and dinner. The choice and quality of food were excellent throughout our stay and we had a treat 

later when one dish was the subject of a cooking demonstration. David and Emma were out of stock of their 

cookery book ‘Las Chimeneas’, but promised to send on eagerly sought copies once a new print run was 

completed. We admired the fantastic views from the hotel terrace, 1000 metres above sea level, and felt well set 

up for the exciting week ahead. 

Day 2 Monday 10th June 

After a leisurely, delicious and filling continental breakfast, the group set off along the road that skirts the village 

of Mairena on our first field visit. We were heading for the Laroles valley and before we had left the village were 

admiring a host of attractive butterflies. Spanish Gatekeeper and Spanish Marbled White were very common, and 

we had our first views of (Common) Swallowtail – such an attractive and graceful species.  

 

We were unfamiliar with a superficially butterfly-like large black-and-white insect darting across our path in large 

numbers and identified it as Libelloides baeticus, an Owl-fly that is endemic to the south of the Iberian Peninsula. It 

looked like a cross between a dragonfly and butterfly, and we would see many on our walks as they predate 

butterflies. 

 

Large numbers of Barn Swallows, Red-rumped Swallows, Common Swifts and House Martins were quartering 

the fields in search of prey and a Little Owl was seen. It wasn’t long before we saw our first large raptor, a 
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Booted Eagle, circling on thermals. We were thrilled by close views of this bird, offering great photography 

throughout our stay. 

 

With some 2000+ species in the area and c70 endemics in the Sierra Nevada, we were in for a real treat with 

local flora and this started on the doorstep. Common wayside plants in flower included Wild Carrot, Corn 

Camomile, a Knapweed, Spanish Oysterplant and Mallow-leaved Bindweed. Salsify was in fruit as a huge ball of 

feathered seeds, looking like an overgrown dandelion. Fruit was also developing on the many trees – almond, 

olive, lemon, orange, fig to name a few. Two non-natives were in flower, the tall Century Plant, towering over 

the road and Prickly Pear; both were seen occasionally on our trip. 

 

At the edge of the village we picked up a walkers’ track, the long distance GR7, with a bit of an uphill scramble 

to start with into the Holm Oaks but well worth the effort. More butterflies were on show - the Pieridae family 

was well represented by Large, Small and Wood White, Clouded Yellow, Cleopatra, Brimstone and Moroccan 

Orange Tip. Blackcap and Sardinian warblers were singing and seen. Nightingale was heard, then the song of 

Golden Oriole shifted our gaze until we spotted our first male in flight, a wonderful sight. Chaffinch, 

Greenfinch, Goldfinch and Serin were common.  

 

After a slow stroll engrossed in identifying our finds, we reached the next village of Júbar, topping up our water 

bottles from the spring-fed taps. This small and historic village has been occupied for thousands of years. Its 

place of worship is an ancient synagogue and hermitage, now a church, built on the ruins of a Roman temple. 

The view across the valleys and mountains from its terrace is breath-taking. 

 

We didn’t linger though, because we were keen to head up the valley, on the ‘walk of the thousand-year-old 

chestnut tree’, stopping frequently to admire the miasma of butterflies along the track and skipping over the 

adjacent meadows. Holly Blue, Common Blue, Wall Brown and Small Copper were common. We saw Glanville 

Fritillary, the endemic Panoptes Blue and Brimstone. Robin, Blackbird, Jay, Nuthatch and Crossbill were heard 

and seen in the scrub and trees before we reached a concrete table, shaded by a magnificent flowering Sweet 

Chestnut tree, an ideal spot for lunch. We were ready for a rest! 

 

The valley sides were covered with different yellow-flowered shrubs that included Spiny Broom, Hairy Broom 

and Small-flowered Gorse (Ulex parviflorus), along with Adenocarpus decorticans and Jerusalem Purple Sage A small 

flush supported a few Robust Marsh Orchid, buttercups and sedges. Nearby were broomrapes, plants lacking 

chlorophyll so unable to make their own food which they obtain by parasitising others - in this case Thyme and 

Branched Broomrape. Pallenis (Spiny Starwort), Italian Bugloss, Borage and others grew alongside oaks and 

chestnut trees. The scent was wonderful. 

 

The path took us along an acequia, one of the numerous Moorish water channels so essential for irrigation in this 

hot, arid region. We steadily climbed up the valley to reach a beautiful waterfall that was made even more 

delightful by the discovery of dozens of Large White butterflies, packed together, taking up salts from a 

mudpool. Several different fritillaries were repeating this display nearby, allowing for great photography and 

identification as Knapweed and Meadow Fritillary. The damp rocks were coated with mosses and liverworts; 

Maidenhair Fern and flowering Navelwort clung onto precarious ledges. A Dipper was fishing in the stream and 

Blue Rock Thrush flying from the rocks. It really was a calm oasis and a turning point for our walk, now 
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downstream to Laroles village. Not far along some of the party had brief glimpses of a Moorish Gecko and 

Bedriaga’s Skink. 

By late afternoon we arrived at Laroles, still siesta time so everything was shut apart from a small bar with 

wonderful views from its terrace and equally wonderfully refreshing drinks. The break allowed Steve to return to 

Mairena for the bus and after a relaxing hour the group was back at the hotel, having passed singing Nightingales 

en route. The hotel terrace, with its extensive views over the open countryside venue was an ideal spot to 

recount our experiences and log our finds, including a White Wagtail on the road below. Dinner was convivial 

and savoury, a great way to end a great day. 

Day 3 Tuesday 11th June 

Today started with an early morning walk along the edge of the village in search of birds that included Iberian 

Green Woodpecker, Golden Oriole, Sardinian Warbler, Magpie, Red-legged Partridge and Jay. We walked as far 

as the road to Júbar before turning back. We tucked into another full breakfast, collected our packed lunch and 

headed off from the front of the hotel down the Mairena valley towards the city of Ugíjar. The initial part of this 

walk was along a rocky track, quite steep in some places and well overgrown. It widened out as we followed the 

dry bed of the Rio Mairena and we picked up a dirt track that crossed the river. Where this later joined a larger 

track, we came across our first Woodchat Shrike, one of a family flying around an olive grove. We were now in 

‘badlands’ country – limestone and clay cliffs with precarious edges to scan across. Further along this track we 

came to some farm buildings that were being used as lookout points by a Black Wheatear. giving great 

photographic opportunities. Spotted Flycatcher gave good views and a Crested Lark was seen. A Little Grebe 

and two chicks were seen on a small pond, fringed with Giant Reed. 

 

After hearing them, we were unsuccessfully looking out for Bee-eaters as we passed sandy cliffs punctured with 

nest holes - where had they gone? That left us were rather suspicious as we walked by a van load of beekeepers 

harvesting their crop! Extensive plastic-sheeted greenhouses were all around, housing courgettes this time – one 

of four crops grown each year. We had our first sighting of Queen of Spain Fritillary, along with Spanish 

Marbled White, Pearly Heath, Long-tailed Blue, Grayling and lots more Spanish Gatekeeper butterflies. An 

attractive Emperor dragonfly and lots more Owl-flies were on the wing with Egyptian Grasshopper and bush 

crickets were in the vegetation. A Red-veined Darter, Common Goldenring Dragonfly and fascinating 

Spoonwing (also known as Thread-winged Antlion) were seen.  

 

Different species of yellow-flowered gorse were in abundance, so too were thistles like Milk Thistle, and 

Galactites. Grey-leaved and other Cistus plants were sporting their flag-like blooms, a distinct colour opposite to 

the blues and purples of Blue Alkanet, Purple-Viper’s-bugloss and Borage. Snapdragon, the familiar garden plant 

but native here, was competing for attention with vetches and peas. The flower of the Caper plant took 

everyone’s eye, as did the more diminutive Scarlet Pimpernel. Field margins and Olive groves were packed with 

grasses that had ‘gone over’ so holding fruit – Hare’s-tail Grass and Greater Quaking Grass were particularly 

attractive. A patch of the invasive, non-native Hottentot Fig was an unwelcome sight, in spite of its attractive 

flowers. 

 

After a couple of hours, the group reached Ugijar, enjoyed lunch and a slow mooch around the streets until the 

minibus arrived. A short drive back to Mairena and beyond to Picena led to an afternoon exploration of a deep, 

lush valley. The route is a circular walk, but impassable in the summer because of the vigorous growth of 
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bramble and thistle – Mediterranean species that don’t take prisoners! We easily spotted the first route marker 

after photographing an Iberian Water frog (Pelophylax perezi) in a water tank and with a bit of persistence found 

the path, hidden beneath several different Broom species. This led us down terraces and then along an acequia 

deep into a luxurious gorge. A small Grass Snake had settled in the acequia and stayed to have its picture taken 

until swimming off along the channel. Was this the newly classified Iberian Grass Snake (Natrix astreptophora)? 

 

Butterflies were in profusion, lots of fritillaries including Niobe and Glanville Fritillary with Marbled and Small 

Skippers. Iberian Speckled Wood was common and the blues included Long-tailed and Silver-studded Blue. We 

searched for the scarce Nettle-tree butterfly on Nettle trees and waited patiently for one to land and be pictured, 

not for long though! 

 

A rickety suspension bridge (crossing one at a time only) led to an abandoned hydroelectric station building 

above a waterfall. Crag Martins were flying up and down and a White Wagtail was on the stream. We noticed 

some new bricks neatly stacked inside which could only have been brought up by mule and wondered what was 

happening. Later, David explained that the local council had bought the building and had plans to refurbish it as 

survey accommodation for ecology students. We returned the way we came. 

But before we finished a scan across the sky picked up a Golden Eagle and on our return to Mairena we admired 

Booted Eagle perched in a tree.  

Day 4 Wednesday 12th June 

Our pre-breakfast bird walk was along the road west of the village, passing the ‘geriatric gym’ – each village has a 

collection of outdoor fitness equipment that older residents are encouraged to use. Turtle Dove, now becoming 

an uncommon migrant, was a welcome find. Great and Iberian Green Woodpeckers were heard, Skylark and 

Booted Eagle were in the sky. Scops Owl had been heard overnight. 

 

David was keen to tell us a little of the background to our planned visit to Puerto de la Ragua, of a dispute that 

leaves tourist accommodation shut. However, we were still able to fill our bottles with ice-cold water when we 

arrived. La Rugua Pass sits at 2030 metres and we climbed higher to an elevation of 2350 metres. The 

temperature had dropped by 6°C, so extra layers were needed once out of the bus. Our path was on the edge of 

a Scots Pine forest, with a stream flowing to one side and meadow beyond. Butterflies were darting and fluttering 

around – Spanish Marbled White, Speckled Wood, Niobe and Queen of Spain Fritillary, Southern Marbled 

Skipper, coppers and blues including Panoptes Blue. Sadly, we were a little too early for the endemic Nevada 

Blue. Bee-fly was feeding through its long proboscis, We came across several Unarmed Saddle Bush-Cricket and 

Rubio’s Stone Grasshopper. 

 

In the wood we saw evidence of the Pine Processionary Moth– nets suspended in the trees that held caterpillars 

that cause serious economic problems by damaging pines. There were lots of an endemic black form of Oil 

Beetle crawling on the ground, at a glance looking like slugs. 

 

Different species of broom and gorse provided cover for Stonechat, Rock Bunting and Sardinian and Bonelli’s 

Warblers. We were eagerly scanning the horizon for raptors, but without success. 
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The mountainside, stream and meadows were carpeted with plants, many endemics and scarce alpines. At this 

altitude the vegetation, other than the trees, was low growing and different broom species were in profusion. So 

too was an endemic Dodder a parasitic plant that smothered its host plant – mostly broom, turning yellow 

mounds into pink/brown carpets. Orobanches, also parasitic, were everywhere. A prostrate, Stemless Thistle, 

was coming into flower – a cousin of the 2m tall species found on an earlier walk at much lower elevation. 

Horehound was common along with much yellow-flowering Spanish Barberry, Nevada Mullein, Nevada 

Speedwell, Spiny Alyssum (Ptilotrichum, formerly Hormathophylla, spinosum) and Nevada Wallflower were found. 

Rock-rose and Spotted Rock-rose were common, White and Yellow Stonecrop grew in the rocks, violets (but we 

were too early for the endemic Sierra Nevada Violet) hid under Small-flowered Gorse. Spiny, Phoenician and a 

prostrate form of Common Juniper dotted the mountainside.  

 

We were near the top before stopping for lunch and had great sightings of the majestic Swallowtail and Apollo 

butterflies. The view at the very top was stunning, taking in the northern flanks of the Sierra Nevada mountain 

range (second highest in Europe). It also afforded our first encounter with Ibex, a single adult quietly sunning 

itself on a rock in the distance. We approached slowly to see in more detail before it stood to walk away. Peter 

followed in hot pursuit, but to no avail. 

 

At this point the party separated to descend the valley side, Ron and Susan in search of butterflies, the rest 

seeking out birds. We regrouped at the bottom and looked around the car park, finding Common Crossbill, Coal 

Tit, Linnet and Serin. The drive back downhill quickly took us to our hotel for a relaxing beer and sharing notes 

on our day. A fly-past by six Bee-eaters was a special tonic before another exceptional dinner. We headed to bed 

at the end of a highly enjoyable day.  

Day 5 Thursday 13th June 

David and Emma have a five-hectare smallholding, a finca, some 10 minutes’ walk from the hotel and this was 

the venue for our early morning bird walk. It’s quite a magical place, on many terraces tucked into the valley and 

enveloped by fruit trees of all kinds. We were invited to taste what we liked and took up that kind offer with glee. 

Had our visit been later, we would have relished the Pomegranates which were just developing from the fertilised 

flowers. The hour was dominated by sightings of Golden Oriole, one male, resplendent in yellow and black, kept 

flying across us – a truly magnificent sight. Blackcap, Mistle Thrush, Sardinian Warbler and Spotted Flycatcher 

were singing and in flight. 

 

Jane reported a gecko in her room overnight, most likely a Moorish Gecko as the only other species found in 

this region is restricted to lower, hotter areas. We had seen one earlier in the field as a possible sighting of a 

skink. 

 

It was difficult to drag ourselves away for breakfast, but we needed to be on the road again by 9.30 – this time a 

short ride to Yegen, the Alpujarran village adopted by Englishman Gerard Brennan in the 1930’s. Well 

connected with the ‘Bloomsbury circle’, he set up home here and made it well known among his privileged 

contemporaries, putting this previously ‘unknown outback’ on the tourist map. In those days travel was not that 

easy for the tourist though – on foot or mule along dirt tracks was not to everyone’s taste. Amazingly these 

tracks were not converted into metalled roads until the 1970’s and we passed mules carrying loads on our 

outings! 
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Our route was across several valleys, essentially to contour them, with climbs and descents that made our trek a 

full day in every sense. Estimates of distance covered ranged from 12.7 to 14.7 kilometres and we had much to 

see. From Yegen we walked downhill to Valor where we took advantage of a shaded picnic spot adjacent to a 

majestic Medieval bridge. Grey Wagtail was flitting across the stream, tits and finches in the trees. 

 

A steep concrete path took us into the village square with its imposing church and Spotless Starlings, then back 

into the wild countryside. Abandoned acequias and farm buildings were a stark reminder of how tough life can 

be here, although we were aware that family disputes can lead to property being left unoccupied until a 

resolution can be found. Such situations can allow wildlife to thrive and we were not disappointed to see so 

many birds, butterflies, other invertebrates and reptiles. Woodchat Shrike Turtle Dove, Bee-eater, Skylark, 

Blackcap, Sardinian Warbler, common finches, Serin were seen, Nightingale and Iberian Green Woodpecker 

were heard. Spoonwing was seen again and Owl-flies were hunting in good numbers. Scarce Swallowtail, Small 

White, Large White, Clouded Yellow, Long-tailed Blue, Spanish Marbled White, Escher’s Blue, Glanville and 

Meadow Fritillaries were on the wing and occasionally resting to give the photographer a quick chance and 

opportunity to confirm identification later from images. 

 

Different species of Cistus were everywhere, the bitumen smell of the blue-flowered vetch Pitch Trefoil 

(Bituminaria bituminosa) was pungent. Starry Clover, Spiny Starwort and Perennial Pea added interesting colour, as 

did the bigger flowers of Snapdragon and Foxglove. Trees included Nettle, Narrow-leaved Ash, Almond, Cherry, 

Hawthorn, Iberian Pear, Alder, Elm and Mastic tree. Near the villages we passed neatly manicured vines and 

cultivated vegetable plots. 

 

We were thrilled to see another two Ibex that quietly walk away as we approached and noted lots of spent 

cartridges all around – no doubt some of their number will be culled. Near the end of our walk Ron shouted 

‘snake’ just as a Montpellier Snake scuttled for cover in a gap in the wall. This large, distinctive, very attractively 

marked large snake kills prey with venom but is more likely to strike a walker’s foot hard by lashing its tail. It is 

territorial and will chase anything away that comes too close, so it did us a favour by taking fright itself! We had 

seen reptiles (Grass Snake and or Iberian Wall Lizard) every day. Our walk ended at the high level of the village 

and we were well pleased to put up our boots and relax for a short while.  

 

Before dinner, David had promised to show us the inside of the temple at Jubar that we had passed on Monday. 

We assembled on the terrace outside the building and listened intently as he told the background to the village 

and temple, a fascinating history with many moments of gore and of glory. Inside was simple, yet decorated with 

recently discovered murals. This revelation of social history added greatly to our enjoyment of the day and we ate 

dinner with great satisfaction before completing our recording. 

Day 6 Friday 14th June 

How quickly our stay at Las Chimeneas had come to an end; we left with great memories and some sadness. Our 

drive to Granada took us over La Rugua pass, this time shrouded in cloud. On the descent we saw extensive 

wind farms, solar panels and water-heating panels. We chose to stop for coffee in the grounds of a mock-castle 

restaurant where David joined us. This was in the village of Ferreira and our view was of one of the first Italian 

Renaissance castles built outside of Italy between 1509 and 1512, the Castillo de La Calahorra. Laid on the site of 

a former Moorish fortification, it has been the backdrop to many films over the years. Further along the road we 
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were certainly into ‘spaghetti western country’ with eerie peaks and weird geological formations so favoured by 

cowboy film makers. 

 

The comfortable drive took us towards Granada, and a short detour to the Barranco de Viznar, east of the city. 

Here we were looking for Iberian (Azure-winged) magpie and we were not disappointed. Close views of several 

birds allowed us to savour their spectacular colours. Blue Rock Thrush, Eurasian Magpie, Rock Sparrow, Crag 

Martin and different tits were flying around. We spotted Scarce Swallowtail again, Clouded Yellow, Brown 

Argus, Small Copper, Small Heath, Spanish Marbled White, Bath White, Spanish Gatekeeper, Speckled Wood, 

and others. 

 

Shrubby Hare's-ear, Wild Leek, Narrow-leaved Lupin, St. John’s-wort, Cut-leaved Valerian, Large Pimpernel and 

Jurinea pinnata were in and around the trees, mostly Pine, Ash, Oak, Alder and Montpellier Maple; some sporting 

Honeysuckle.  

 

This area outside the village was the site of Republican trenches in the Spanish civil war and location of mass 

graves, reputedly including the remains of the internationally renowned poet Frederico Garcia Lorca. We left 

thrilled with seeing the wildlife but troubled by the evidence of war and its impact. 

 

Lunch was taken nearby in a small tapas bar, a delightful mixture of richly spiced, meat, potatoes, peppers, bread 

and more, washed down with beer or soft drink. We welcomed the chance to refuel and reflect. 

 

It took little time to drive into Granada, to our 4-star hotel, the Hotel Alixares, overlooking La Alhambra. 

Rooms were quickly occupied before we walked across the road to see the grounds and buildings of this huge 

and highly impressive complex – rightly given World Heritage status. Back to the hotel for some downtime and 

swim, before dinner at a local tapas bar a stone’s-throw from our hotel. Then the highlight of the day, an 

unguided night walk around the inside of the Palacios Nazaries. I find it impossible to adequately describe what 

we saw but we shared emotions of wonder, awe, and reverence at our experience of the outstanding beauty of 

this very special place. As we waited for the party to assemble, we were treated to the lazy flight of Red-necked 

Nightjar hawking from the building and a Scops Owl calling. A wonderful day came to a close. 

Day 7 Saturday 15th June 

A quick breakfast was taken so that we could drive up the Pradollano ski resort of Sierra Nevada at 2100 metres. 

In the summer, deserted and rather incongruous with its green surroundings, the village was our base for a short 

walk in search of butterflies, principally Apollo. We were a little anxious that it might be too windy, but in a short 

while we were watching the stumbling flight of this beautiful large butterfly. There were many butterflies to be 

seen, along with Large Tortoiseshell, Small Skipper, Purple-shot Copper, Holly Blue, Queen of Spain Fritillary, 

Brown Argus, Brimstone, Clouded Yellow and Moroccan Orange Tip. 

 

A smart male Black Redstart soon showed on a rock and then others – one or more families. Sardinian and 

Spectacled Warblers were shooting from Spanish Barberry and Broom bushes, Rock Bunting perched on a pylon 

and a Golden Eagle floated in to delight some of the party lucky enough to see it. 
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Alpine plants were in their element and the sweet smell of Thyme perfumed the air. Thrift, Thistles, Stonecrops, 

Rock-rose, Yarrow and Cerastium gibraltaricum were in flower. Broom and Gorse were scattered on the mountain 

slopes. 

 

We took drink and lunch at a restaurant on the way down, a purveyor of local hams and honey, then drove back 

to our hotel. A few hours were then free for folk to explore the modern city of Granada or wander around the 

wild area at the back of the hotel. 

 

Our final dinner was enjoyed at the Mirador de Morayma restaurant in the charming Albaicin district of the city, 

with great views of the Alhambra. Two taxis ferried us through tight winding roads, back to the hotel, a journey 

somewhat reminiscent of many a 007 film with pedestrians seeming to jump out of the way in the nick of time! It 

had been another highly rewarding day for us all, but sadly our last. 

Day 8 Sunday 16th June 

Our exploration of Granada and Sierra Nevada came to an end with a 2-hour drive back to Malaga airport. Pete 

managed to fit in a Iberian Hare on his walk before breakfast and Cattle Egret was recorded en route. But our 

time was up, and we parted in good spirits at the airport, everyone with their own special memories of a 

wonderful week. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      June 

  Common name Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

1 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa     H     ✓     

16 Red-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus ruficollis           ✓     

18 Common Swift Apus apus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

20 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus   H             

21 Rock Dove Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

22 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

23 European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur     ✓ ✓         

24 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

27 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis     3           

59 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis ✓               

79 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis               ✓ 

91 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

92 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos     ✓       ✓   

94 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentiles             ✓   

102 Eurasian Scops Owl Otus scops       H   H     

104 Little Owl Athene noctua     ✓           

109 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster     ✓ ✓         

111 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major H H   H         

112 Iberian Green Woodpecker Picus sharpei     ✓ H H       

114 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus ✓         ✓     

118 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator     ✓ ✓ ✓       

119 Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

120 Eueasian Jay Garrulus glandarius   ✓ ✓   ✓       

121 Iberian Magpie Cyanopica cyana           ✓     

122 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

124 Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula ✓               

125 Carrion Crow Corvus corone           ✓   ✓ 

127 Coal Tit  Periparus ater       ✓   ✓     

129 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

130 Great Tit Parus major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

132 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis       ✓ ✓       

133 Crested Lark Galerida cristata     ✓           

136 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

137 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

138 Common House Martin Delichon urbica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

139 Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

141 Western Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli       ✓         

153 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

158 Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata             ✓   

160 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

162 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   ✓ H ✓ H   ✓   

163 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea   ✓             

165 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

167 Common Blackbird Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

169 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus     ✓   ✓       

170 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata     ✓   ✓       

171 European Robin Erithacus rubecula   H   ✓ H   ✓   
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

173 Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos   H     H       

174 European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca       ✓         

175 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros     ✓       ✓   

178 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius    ✓       ✓     

180 European Stonechat Saxicola torquata       ✓ ✓       

182 Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura     ✓           

183 White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus   ✓             

184 House Sparrow Passer domesticus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

185 Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis ✓               

187 Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia           ✓     

189 Dunnock Prunella modularis   H H           

191 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓     

192 White Wagtail Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

196 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

197 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes                 

198 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

199 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina       ✓     ✓   

200 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra       ✓         

201 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis   ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   

202 European Serin Serinus serinus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

205 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia   ✓   ✓     ✓   

206 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus   ✓             

Mammals (E = evidence of)                   

1 Spanish ibex Capra pyrenaica       1 2       

2 Rabbit Oryctologus cuniculatus     ✓     E     

3 Iberian Hare Lepus granatensis               ✓ 

Reptiles & Amphibians                   

1 Iberian Wall Lizard Podarcis hispanica   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

2 Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica   ✓   ✓         

3 Bedriaga's Skink Chalcides bedriagai   ✓             

4 Montpellier Snake Malpolon monspessulanus          ✓       

5 Grass Snake Natrix astreptophora     ✓           

6 Iberian Water Frog   Pelophylax perezi     ✓           

Butterflies                   

1 Swallowtail Papilio machon   ✓   ✓         

2 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides rumina         ✓ ✓     

3 Apollo Parnassius apollo       ✓     ✓   

4 Large White Pieris brassicae ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     

5 Small White Pieris rapae   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

6 Bath White Pontia daplidice   ✓   ✓   ✓     

7 Moroccan Orange Tip Anthocharis belia   ✓         ✓   

8 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

9 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni   ✓ ✓       ✓   

10 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓       

11 Wood White Leptidea sinapsis     ✓           

12 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

13 Purple-shot Copper Lycaena alciphron       ✓     ✓   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malpolon_monspessulanus
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

14 Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus   ✓ ✓   ✓       

15 Lang's Short-tailed Blue Leptotes pirithous   ✓             

16 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

17 Panoptes Blue Pseudophilotes panoptes   ✓   ✓         

18 Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus     ✓ ✓ ✓       

19 Brown Argus  Aricia agestis       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

20 Escher's Blue Polyommatus escheri          ✓       

21 Chapman's Blue Agrodaetus thersites   ✓             

22 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus    ✓ ✓ ✓         

23 Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychlorus       ✓     ✓   

24 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui                 

25 Cardinal Fritillary Argynnis pandora   ✓             

26 Niobe Fritillary  Argynnis niobe     ✓ ✓         

27 Queen of Spain Fritillary Lissoria lathonia     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

28 Glanville Fritillary Mellicta cinxia     ✓   ✓   ✓   

29 Knapweed Fritillary Melitaea phoebe   ✓             

30 Meadow Fritillary Mellicta parthenoides   ✓     ✓       

31 Spanish Marbled White Melanargia ines   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

32 Grayling Hipparchia semele   ✓ ✓           

33 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina   ✓             

34 Southern Gatekeeper Pyronia cecilia     ✓           

35 Spanish Gatekeeper  Pyronia bathseba   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

36 Small Heath Caenonympha pamphilus           ✓     

37 Pearly Heath  Caenonympha arcania     ✓           

38 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria    ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

39 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Moths                   

1 Red Underwing Skipper Spialia sertorius   ✓             

2 Southern Marbled skipper Carcharodus baeticus     ✓ ✓ ✓       

3 Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

4 Pine Processionary Moth Thaumetopoea pityocampa       E         

Other Invertebrates                   

1 Striped Shieldbug Graphosoma semipunctatum     ✓           

2 A Bee-fly Parageron gratus       ✓         

3 Egyptian Grasshopper Anacridium aegyptian     ✓           

4 Rubio's Stone Grasshopper Eumigus rubioi       ✓         

5 Owl-fly Libeloides baeticus   ✓ ✓     ✓     

6 Spoonwing Nemoptera bipennis                 

7 Dung Beetle Scarabaeus pius   ✓ ✓     ✓     

8 Common Goldenring Dragonfly Cordulegaster boltonii       ✓         

9 Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator   ✓     ✓       

10 Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii     ✓   ✓ ✓     

11 Golden dragonfly (not identified)             ✓     

12 Unarmed Saddle Bush-cricket Pyncnogaster inermis       ✓         

13 Chafer Cetonia carthami   ✓ ✓     ✓     

14 Black Oil Beetle Berberomeloe majalis var. laevigatus       ✓         

15 Red Oil Beetle Mylabris quadripunctata   ✓ ✓   ✓       
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Plants 

This list has been updated according to 'The Plant List (www.theplantlist.org) based on DNA analysis 

 

Scientific name Common name Location 

      

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES   

Leptosporangiate Ferns True Ferns   

Osmundaceae Royal Fern Family   

Osmunda regalis Royal Fern Laroles Valley 

      

Polypodiaceae Polypody Family   

Polypodium cambricum Southern Polypody Picena 

      

Pteridaceae Ribbon Fern Family   

Adiantum capillus-veneris Maidenhair Fern Picena 

      

GYMNOSPERMS CONIFERS   

Cupressaceae Juniper Family   

Juniperus communis var. saxatilis Prostrate Common Juniper Puerto de la Ragua 

Juniperus oxycedrus Prickly Juniper Puerto de la Ragua 

Juniperus phoenicea Phoenicean Juniper Puerto de la Ragua 

      

Pinaceae Pine Family   

Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine frequent 

      

ANGIOSPERMS FLOWERING PLANTS   

Eu-dicots True Dicotyledons   

Acanthaceae Bear's-breech Family   

Acanthus mollis Bear's-breech Puerto de la Ragua 

      

Aizoaceae Dew-plant Family   

Carpobrotus edulis Hottentot Fig Ugíjar 

Mesembryanthemum sp. An Ice-plant Barranco de Viznar 

      

Anacardiaceae Sumach Family   

Pistacia lentiscus Lentisk or Mastic Bush Valor 

      

Apiaceae Carrot Family   

Bupleurum fruticosum Shrubby Hare's-ear Barranco de Viznar 

Bupleurum spinosum Spiny Hare's-ear Sierra Nevada  

Daucus carota Wild Carrot frequent 

Eryngium bourgatii A Blue Eryngo Ugíjar 

Thapsia villosa Thapsia Ugíjar 

      

Apocynceae Periwinkle family   

Nerium oleander Oleander verges 

      

Berberidaceae Barberry Family    

Berberis vulgaris subsp. australis (B. hispanica) Spanish Barberry Puerto de la Ragua 

      

Betulaceae Birch Family   

Alnus glutinosa Alder occasional 
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Scientific name Common name Location 

      

Boraginaceae Forget-me-not Family   

Anchusa azurea Large Blue Alkanet frequent 

Borago officinalis Borage Laroles Valley 

Echium italicum Italian or Pale Viper's-bugloss Laroles Valley, Ugíjar 

Echium platagineum Purple Viper's-bugloss frequent 

      

Brassicaceae Cabbage Family   

Erysimum nevadense Nevada Wallflower Puerto de la Ragua 

Ptilotrichum (Hormathophylla) spinosum Spiny Alyssum Puerto de la Ragua 

Isatis tinctoria Woad occasional 
      

Cactaceae Cactus Family   

Opuntia ficus-indica Prickly Pear Mairena 

      

Campanulaceae Bellflower Family   

Campanula mollis Southern Bellflower Picena 

      

Cannabaceae Hemp Family   

Celtis australis European Nettle Tree Picena 

      

Capparicaceae Caper Family   

Capparis spinosa Caper occasional 
      

Caprifoliaceae Honeysuckle Family   

Centranthus calcitrapa Annual or Cut-leaved Valerian frequent 

Lonicera etrusca Etruscan Honeysuckle Ugíjar 

      

Caryophyllaceae Pink Family   

Arenaria pungens Nevada Sandwort Sierra Nevada  

Cerastium gibraltaricum Gibraltar Mouse-ear Sierra Nevada  

Paronychia capitata A Paronychia Valor 

Silene andryalifolia Mountain Catchfly Sierra Nevada  

      

Cistaceae Rock-rose Family   

Cistus albidus Grey-leaved Cistus (pink) occasional 
Cistus clusii A Cistus (white, narrow leaves) occasional 
Cistus laurifolius A Cistus (white, larger flowers) Ugíjar 

Cistus monspeliensis Narrow-leaved Cistus frequent 

Helianthemum almeriense A Rock-rose occasional 
Tuberaria guttata Spotted Rock-rose Puerto de la Ragua 

      

Compositae (Asteraceae) Daisy Family   

Achillea odorata Cream-flowered Sneezewort (A Yarrow) Sierra Nevada  

Anthemis arvensis Corn Chamomile frequent 

Bellis sylvestris Southern Daisy occasional 

Calendula arvensis  Field Marigold occasional 

Carduus nutans subsp. granatensis A mountain thistle Sierra Nevada  

Centaurea pullata A knapweed frequent 

Dittrichia viscosa Woody Fleabane Laroles Valley 

Galactites tomentosa Galactites frequent 

Inula montana Mountain Inula Laroles Valley 

Jurinea pinnata A 'soft' Thistle Barranco de Viznar 

Onopordum acaulon Stemless or Horse Thistle Puerto de la Ragua 
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Scientific name Common name Location 

      

Onopordum illyricum Illyrian Cotton-thistle Ugíjar 

Pallenis spinosa Pallenis or Spiny Starwort frequent 

Rhaponticum coniferum Pine-cone Thistle Ugíjar 

Santolina chamaecyparissus Lavender-cotton or Cotton Lavender frequent 

Scolymus hispanicus Spanish Oysterplant frequent 

Silybum marianum Milk Thistle Ugíjar 

Tragopogon porrifolius Salsify frequent 

      

Convolvulaceae Bindweed Family   

Convolvulus althaeoides Mallow-leaved Bindweed frequent 

Cuscuta triumvirati  An endemic Dodder Puerto de la Ragua 

      

Crassulaceae Stonecrop Family   

Sedum acre Biting Stonecrop Sierra Nevada  

Sedum album White stonecrop Puerto de la Ragua 

Sedum sediforme A Yellow Stonecrop Puerto de la Ragua 

Umbilicus rupestris Wall Pennywort or Navelwort frequent 

      

Ericaceae Heather Family   

Erica arborea Tree Heath Ugíjar 

      

Fagaceae Beech Family   

Castanea sativa Sweet Chestnut Laroles Valley 

Quercus ilex Holm Oak frequent 

Quercus pyrenaica Pyrenean Oak occasional 

      

Hypericaceae St. John's-wort Family   

Hypericum perforatum Perforate St. John's-wort Barranco de Viznar 

      

Lamiaceae Dead-nettle Family   

Ballota hirsuta A Horehound Puerto de la Ragua 

Lavendula lanata Woolly Lavender Laroles Valley 

Phlomis lychnitis A Yellow Phlomis (A Jerusalem Sage) frequent 

Phlomis purpurea Jerusalem Purple Sage occasional 

Thymbra (Thymus) longiflorus Long-flowered Thyme occasional 

Thymus mastichina Round-headed Thyme occasional 

Thymus serpylloides A Thyme Sierra Nevada  

      

Leguminosae (Fabaceae) Pea Family   

Adenocarpus decorticans  Silver Broom frequent 

Bitumaria bituminosa Pitch Trefoil frequent 

Calicotome villosa Spiny Broom Laroles Valley 

Cytisus hirsutus  Hairy broom Laroles Valley 

Erinacea anthyllis  Hedgehog Broom Puerto de la Ragua 

Genista spartioides A Broom-like shrub occasional 

Lathyrus clymenum A pink & purple pea frequent 

Lupinus angustifolius Narrow-leaved Lupin Barranco de Viznar 

Retama sphaerocarpa A yellow silvery Broom-like shrub Sierra Nevada  

Spartium junceum Spanish Broom frequent 

Trifolium stellatum Starry Clover Valor 

Ulex parviflorus Small-flowered Gorse Puerto de la Ragua 
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Scientific name Common name Location 

      

Linaceae Flax Family   
Linum suffruticosum White Flax occasional 

      

Lythraceae Loosestrife Family   

Punica granatum Pomegranate occasional 

      

Moraceae Mulberry Family   

Ficus carica Fig frequent 

      

Oleaceae Olive Family   

Fraxinus angustifolia Narrow-leaved Ash Valor 

Olea europaea Olive frequent 

      

Orobanchaceae Broomrape Family   

Orobanche alba Thyme Broomrape Laroles Valley 

Orobanche ballotae A Broomrape (on Ballota hirsuta) Puerto de la Ragua 

Orobanche mutelii A Broomrape (v sim to Branched B) Puerto de la Ragua 

Orobanche ramosa Branched Broomrape Laroles Valley 

Parentucella viscosa Yellow Bartsia Ugíjar 

      

Oxalidaceae Wood-sorrel Family   

Oxalis articulata Pink Oxalis Ugíjar 

      

Plantaginaceae Plantain Family   

Antirrhinum majus Snapdragon frequent 

Digitalis obscura Spanish Rusty Foxglove   

Digitalis purpurea Foxglove frequent 

Globularia spinosa  Spiny Globularia   

Veronica nevadensis Nevada Speedwell Puerto de la Ragua 

      

Plumbaginaceae Thrift Family   

Armeria filicaulis  A Thrift Sierra Nevada  

      

Primulaceae Primrose Family   

Anagallis arvensis  Scarlet Pimpernel Ugíjar 

Anagallis monelli Large Pimpernel (blue) Barranco de Viznar 

      

Resedaceae Mignonette Family   

Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette occasional 

      

Rosaceae Rose Family   

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn  Valor 

Prunus dulcis Almond frequent 

Prunus prostrata Mountain Cherry (Miniature Wild Plum) Valor 

Pyrus bourgeana Iberian Wild Pear Valor 

      

Salicaceae Willow Family   

Populus alba White Poplar occasional 

      

Sapindaceae Maple Family   

Acer monspessulanus Montpellier Maple Barranco de Viznar 
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Scientific name Common name Location 

      

Saxifragaceae Saxifrage Family   

Saxifraga nevadensis Nevada Saxifrage Puerto de la Ragua 

      

Scrophulariaceae Figwort Family   

Verbascum nevadense Nevada Mullein Puerto de la Ragua 

     

Violaceae Violet Family   

Viola alba Meditteranean White Violet Puerto de la Ragua 

      

Ulmaceae Elm Family   

Ulmus minor Field Elm Valor 

      

Monocots Monocotyledons   

Amaryllidaceae Daffodil Family   

Allium ampeloprasum Wild Leek Barranco de Viznar 

     

Asparagaceae Asparagus Family   

Agave americana Century Plant Mairena 

      

Orchidaceae Orchid Family   

Dactylorhiza elata Robust Marsh Orchid  Laroles Valley 

Serapias parviflora Small-flowered Tongue Orchid Mairena finca 

      

Poaceae Grass Family   

Arundo donax Giant Reed Ugíjar 

Avena sterilis Barren Oat (Winter Wild Oat) frequent 

Briza maxima Greater Quaking Grass Ugíjar 

Dactylis glomerata subsp. hispanica Cock's-foot frequent 

Lagurus ovatus Hare’s-tail Grass Ugíjar 
Piptartherum miliaceum Smilograss (Perennial Grass) frequent 

Stipa tenacissima Esparto Grass occasional 

 

 

View from the top by S Gater 


