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Tour Leaders:   Byron Palacios (Naturetrek Leader) 

Tino Garcia & Toño Gopegui (Local Guides) 

 

Participants:   Andy Barker 

    Brian Kinealy 

    Juanita Chapman 

    Valerie Cruse 

Susan Piper 

Tony Piper 

    Lorna Hardey 

Jon Hardey 

Day 1  Thursday 9th September 

It was a beautiful day as the group arrived on time into Santander. After we all gathered together, I introduced 

the group to Tino and Toño (who were already waiting for us at the arrivals gate) and everything started: let’s 

learn some Spanish! The Spanish level of the group was really good, 80% of the participants were very familiar 

with the language, a great asset to start our tour. We immediately started driving towards Cordovilla de Aguilar 

using a back road in order to enjoy the landscape in such a beautiful afternoon. We then arrived at Cordovilla 

and checked in to our lovely local-style cottages. Some of us went for a short walk around the 5-inhabitant 

village before we all gathered together at the main house to enjoy our very first supper cooked by the culinary-

wise hands of Tino’s wife, Rosa. After we finished a delicious meal, washed down with great local wine, we 

retired to bed.   

Day 2  Friday 10th September 

After a restful night, and having enjoyed several hot cups of tea and coffee along with a good breakfast, we all 

gathered together at the cottage’s car park in order to start our first excursion around Cordovilla. The morning 

was fantastic, bright and sunny. Soon, the bird flocks started to move around us and we got fantastic views of 

Meadow Pipits, Yellowhammers, Serin, Stonechats, Northern Treecreeper, and many Pied Flycatchers. One of 

the fields was full of Corn Buntings and Ravens, along with some raptors such as Common Kestrel, Red Kite, 

Common Buzzard and big flock of twelve migrating Honey Buzzards flying in the blue sky! Near noon, the 

sunny day was perfect for Griffon Vultures flying not far from us.  

 

We came back to our lodge in order to take our picnic lunch in the lush garden, enjoying the sun and the fresh 

breeze. We spent the rest of the afternoon around Villavega de Aguilar, where some good wildlife was seen such 

as Willow and Wood Warblers, Red Kite, Common Buzzard, Corn Bunting and a nicely exposed Iberian Green 

Lizard. As we were hitting ‘tea time’, we went to the local bar to enjoy some refreshments. Back in the cottages, 

we enjoyed nibbles and drinks before another delightful local supper prepared by Rosa. 
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Day 3  Saturday 11th September 

After a very early start, we started our third day of activities in the hills and huge outcrops north of Cordovilla, 

heading through Baruelo, 1,500 metres above the sea level, and into the beautiful Fuentes Carrionas National 

Park. We quietly arrived at a key spot up in the mountains just at dawn. Our main target was catching up with a 

group of Iberian Wolves that Tino has been watching within the last two weeks. We sat in the spot pointing our 

scopes to the area where the pack was meandering. We were maybe a mile away from the wolf spot, and after 20-

minutes scanning the area, we spotted a pair of Red Foxes playing and chasing each other, and suddenly, a young 

Iberian Wolf was seeing drifting down the meadows just by the boulders. A second wolf was seen on a rock as 

the first sunbeams were hitting the meadows! Unfortunately not all the participants had clear views, but the 

majority of the group saw them very well. As the sun was fully out, we started to explore some lush areas by the 

track. A group of nearly 30 Griffon Vultures were seen perched in the distance and ready to join to another 

group who were already catching the fist thermals. A lot of interesting birds were also seen along the track such 

as Tree Pipit, Wood Warblers, Northern Wheatear, more Pied Flycatchers and a pair of Spotted Flycatcher too!  

 

We jumped in the vehicles to our next stop, a lush and higher meadow area (1,900 metres above the sea level) 

where a pair of Golden Eagles were flying just a few metres above our heads, and displaying fantastically - what a 

treat!! More other surprises such as Bluethroat, Yellowhammers, Ortolan Buntings, and Booted Eagles werer 

soaring around in the same spot and all really easy to see! As lunch time was coming, we decided to set up our 

delicious picnic lunch here and some of us went for walk around. In the afternoon, we started to drive heading 

towards Cordovilla, but first, we checked a patch of nice ancient oak forest, full of Nuthatches, Chiffchaffs, 

Short-toed Treecreeper, Coal, Marsh, Great, Long-tailed and Blue Tits, Great Spotted Woodpecker and Pied 

Flycatchers. We finished the loop and went for ‘tea time’ at a bar in Baruelo, and then back to Cordovilla to 

enjoy another fantastic dinner. 

Day 4  Sunday 12th September 

Another beautiful day, although cooler than the last two, it looked very promising! This time we drove to Celada 

de Roblecedo. The track up the mountain here is amongst a fantastic oak forest, ideal for Middle-spotted 

Woodpecker, which was heard tapping several times but unfortunately it was never seen. Again, the forest was 

full of Nuthatches, but great views of a very active pair of Crested Tits made the morning. Many Red Deer were 

also walking around the forest, where the variety of fungi along the tracks was incredible, some edible but most 

poisonous. Lunch was taken at a spectacular height which overlooks some ‘cortados’ cliffs, where Common 

Kestrels, Griffon Vultures and a pair of Golden Eagles were seen. There were also many Ravens and Red-billed 

Choughs soaring around. We enjoyed the feast of the most delicious fresh bread, superb cheese, fine local ham 

and Spanish meats, the sheep’s cheese, etc! While having lunch, a pair of Golden Eagles were soaring right above 

the ‘cortados’ mountains opposite us and most of us managed to see them. Crested Tits were also seen again 

alongside Marsh Tit, Red-backed Shrike and Short-Toed Treecreeper.  

 

We returned to ‘Las Casas Rurales’, but we stopped for our usual ‘tea time’ stop. This time, it was at the villa of 

Higueras were the villagers opened their village hall bar just for us! Back in the cottage, the group enjoyed 

nibbles, wine and G&T’s before supper arrived. We also went through some Spanish reviews – as we did every 

other night – in order to learn some useful tips, vocabulary and day-by-day phrases of the language.  
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We ate pasta and local mince and chorizo for starters, followed by hake and clams (superb), with one of Rosa’s 

coconut loaves to follow. The veggie options were also superb! 

Day 5 Monday 13th September 

After coffee and tea, cereal, toast and fruit, we drove about 70km south towards Palencia and got to Fuentes de 

Nava. The weather was sunny and a bit windy and we were surrounded by lush fields, plains and marshes. Our 

first stop by the bridge was not as productive as we were expecting as the lack of Great Reed and Reed Warblers 

was obvious. Although it was maybe too windy for them, it wasn’t so for Spanish Yellow Wagtails, Willow 

Warblers, Marsh Harriers, Lapwings and a single European Kingfisher. We were still scanning the fields when we 

saw our first group of Great Bustards flying over the road and landing in one of the fields in front of us. We 

tracked them down, see also displaying Fan-tailed Warblers, Corn Buntings, Serin, Southern Grey-Shrike and 

Linnets. A couple of Common Snipes was flushed up by our presence in one of the fields, as we saw more Great 

Bustards flying over the adjacent fields. We walked towards them to have a closer view, where we also 

discovered a group of seven Little Bustards sat in the field nearby, what a surprise, and a nice one indeed! A 

Montagu’s Harrier was also seen soaring about.  

 

As we were hitting the mid morning, and the wind was bringing a chill, we decided to go for elevenses in the 

village of Fuente de La Nava. After a revitalising with great coffee, hot chocolate and tea, we drove up to the 

first hide. Unfortunately, part of the marshes was quite dry but we did see Marsh Harrier, Lapwing, Common 

and Green Sandpipers, White and Spanish Yellow Wagtails, Common Kestrels, Mallards and Lapwings. We 

moved on to another spot and ended up in the visitor centre where we enjoyed our lunch. 

 

After lunch, we drove towards the other end of the plains, to the opposite side of the marshes, to see Great 

Bustards. We were scanning the fields intensively, but no signs of the Great Bustards yet. We did get good views 

of Lesser Kestrels, and Red Kites instead. At a flooded field masses of migratory species of waders were 

concentrated. An incredible ‘cloud’ of migrating White Storks (at least 200 individuals!) and four pairs of 

Eurasian Spoonbills were soaring right above our heads, giving us a marvellous show! Many waders and wildfowl 

were spotted; Black-tailed Godwit, Green, Purple and Common Sandpipers, Greenshank, Redshanks, Ruff, 

Garganey, Red Knot, Wigeon and more were found here. The highlights were two obvious pairs of Slender-

billed Gulls and Audouin’s Gulls, what a surprise! As the mission in La Nava area was successfully accomplished, 

we drove back to Cordovilla to enjoy a relaxing evening and another superb dinner. 

Day 6 Tuesday 14th September 

Today we didn’t drive far as we went to a nice spot just in the outskirts of Aguilar de Campo, Las Tuerces. This 

is a very ancient geological formation which can easily be spotted from Aguilar, a maze of rocks which stands 

right in front the Palentina Mountains. We walked through them enjoying the lush scenery and views as well as 

contemplating the many local bird species such as Griffon, Red-billed Chough, Black Redstart, Red-backed 

Shrike, and more! After a good walk, we drove down the road to set ourselves up in a picnic by the River 

Pisuerga, where we enjoyed our lunch. The afternoon was gradually becoming quite hot, something unusual at 

this time of the year in northern Spain. We walked up the hill following the river, looking for some butterflies 

and Praying Mantis.  
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The quiet early afternoon was suddenly interrupted by alarm warnings made by a large group of Red-billed 

Choughs; the reason was the presence of a pair of Golden Eagles. It was a great and unexpected show and we all 

saw them at nearly eye level! We kept walking along the river, approaching the old hydroelectric house and 

keeping our eyes focused on the river banks in search of otter or maybe mink (European and American occur 

here), but we had no luck. We decided then to go back to our cottages and chill out with some drinks whilst 

waiting to be rewarded by another delicious treat that Rosa had made for supper.   

Day 7 Wednesday 15th September 

Another early start this morning, as we decided to give the wolf watching another go! In fact, we drove up to the 

site even earlier this morning in order to be more accurate and to get better light. The morning – weather wise – 

was also better and this time, we were meticulously watching the meadow where some of us saw them few days 

ago. We were all determined to get better views and the waiting was finally paid off…there they were…three 

adults came across and especially one large male, which sat on top of a big rock basking in the early sun. 

Absolutely stunning, and the whole group saw them very well through our scopes - mission accomplished!! 

 

After such a great time, we treated ourselves to a delicious ‘reinforcement’ breakfast at a popular local bar in 

Baruelo. After that, we continued to explore Monte Aguilar Forest and the Aguilar de Campo’s reservoir first, 

where we found some interesting birds such as Grey Heron, Cormorant, Red Shanks, Ruff, Greenshanks, Ringed 

and Little Plovers, and more! We drove to Monte Aguilar where some other birds such as Crested, Coal, Great, 

Blue and Marsh Tits, Nuthatch and Short-toed Treecreeper were seen moving in a mixed flock across the pine 

trees. Later on, we enjoyed another delicious picnic lunch at the forest tables and went for some coffee and ice 

cream at the car park’s little cafe. We drove to Aguilar de Campo after lunch, in order to explore the village, 

giving to the group enough time to go around shopping or simply enjoy the assets of this beautiful little town. 

Cetti’s and Willow Warblers, Chichaffs and a very tame White-throated Dipper were seen by the River Pisuerga 

in town. 

 

We came back to our accommodation in the late afternoon, just in time to get ready for our final and special 

evening together at the main house, enjoying Toño, Tino and Rosa’s company. Juanita and Brian were brilliant 

with their farewell Spanish speeches on behalf of the group, simply to say a MASSIVE THANK YOU for 

looking after them – and feeding them – very well throughout the week! 

Day 8 Thursday 16th September 

A very chilly, windy and wet morning woke us up today. As this was the last morning of the tour, we planned 

our usual ‘chocolate caliente con churros’ (hot chocolate with churros) but the place where we usually had them 

was shut as they were on holiday, a true shame! We then decided to pack up and check out with all our 

belongings and heading to Reinosa (on the way to Santander), in order to find a cafe in order to have breakfast, 

and we found a lush one, which even offered great views of European Wren (oddly, the very first one for the 

trip!) and White-throated Dipper. After enjoying this marvellous cafe and the breakfast served, we headed nearer 

to the coast where the Caves of Ponteviesgo are located. These magnificent underground formations gave us an 

idea of the prehistoric times seeing many original paintings drawn by our ancestral humans (mainly Homo sapiens). 
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After visiting the caves, we had our last picnic lunch, improvising under a shelter at the cave’s museum premises 

as the rain was still persistent. We enjoyed our last flavour of the local cheese, bread and charcuterie of Palencia, 

and even Toño kindly prepared for us a wonderful local pudding he made himself food produced from his 

allotment! It was very delicious indeed, many thanks to ‘Big Toño!  

 

After lunch, Tino and Toño drove us to the airport. Everyone felt very happy after exploring the superb La 

Montana Palentina. It was a week full of wildlife, a lot of Spanish speaking, great fun, great company, and great 

food…..HASTA LA VISTA MIS AMIGOS, NOS VEREMOS MUY PRONTO…!!! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds   (h = heard only) 

      September 

  Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 

1 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis            

2 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus            

3 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo          

4 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea          

5 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta            

6 Eurasian White Stork  Ciconia ciconia            

7 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia           

8 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna            

9 Gadwall Anas strepera            

10 Common Teal Anas crecca            

11 Garganey Anas querquedula            

12 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos          

13 Northern Pintail Anas acuta            

14 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata            

15 European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus          

16 Red Kite Milvus milvus          

17 Black Kite Milvus migrans            

18 Eurasian Griffon Gyps fulvus       

19 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus            

20 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos          

21 Eurasian Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus            

22 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus            

23 Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus            

24 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus           

25 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis           

26 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo       

27 Booted Eagle Aquila pennatus         

28 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni           

29 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus       

30 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus            

31 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa            

32 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus       h     

33 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus            

34 Common Coot Fulica atra            

35 Great Bustard Otis tarda            

36 Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax            

37 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta            

38 Northern Lapwing vanellus vanellus            

39 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula            

40 Little Plover Charadrius dubius           

41 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago            

42 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa            

43 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata            

44 Ruff Philomachus pugnax            

45 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus            

46 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia           

47 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus          
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 

48 Common Sandpiper Actitis Hypoleucos           

49 Red Knot Calidris canutus             

50 Dunlin Calidris alpina           

51 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus cachinnans            

52 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus           

53 Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus            

54 Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei            

55 Audouin’s Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii            

56 Rock Dove Columba livia           

57 Feral Pigeon Columba ‘feral’          

58 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus       

59 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto          

60 Common Swift Apus apus            

61 European Kingfisher Alcedo atthis            

62 Hoopoe Upupa epops           

63 Wryneck Jynx torquilla            

64 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major           

65 Wood Lark Lullula arborea           

66 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia            

67 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica       

68 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris            

69 Northern House Martin Delichon urbicum       

70 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis          

71 Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta            

72 White Wagtail Motacilla alba       

73 Spanish Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava iberiae            

74 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea           

75 White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus            

76 Dunnock Prunella modularis           

77 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus           

78 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos            

79 Common Blackbird Turdus merula       

80 White-spotted Bluethroat Luscinia svecica  cyanecula             

81 European Robin Erithacus rubecula       

82 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros       

83 Common Stonechat Saxicola torquatus        

84 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra          

85 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe          

86 European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca        

87 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis            

88 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti       h    

89 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta           

90 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus          

91 Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus            

92 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix         

93 Western Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli            

94 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla           

95 Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin           

96 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis           

97 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris           

98 Coal Tit Periparus ater        
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 

99 Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus           

100 Great Tit Parus major        

101 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus        

102 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus          

103 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea         

104 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla          

105 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris           

106 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio          

107 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis            

108 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius        

109 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica         

110 Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax            

111 Eurasian Jackdaw Corvus monedula            

112 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone       

113 Common Raven Corvus corax        

114 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor        

115 House Sparrow   Passer domesticus       

116 Chaffinch   Fringilla coelebs       

117 European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris            

118 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis          

119 Common Linnet Acanthis cannabina         

120 European Serin Serinus serinus         

121 Common Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula            

122 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella          

123 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus            

124 Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana            

125 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia         

126 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra            

Mammals               

1 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris           

2 Red Deer Cervus elaphus           

3 Lesser Horse Shoe Bat Rhinolophus hipposideros            

4 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes       

5 Iberian Wolf Canis lupus signatus       

Reptiles & Amphibians               

1 Iberian Wall Lizard Podarcis hispanica           

2 Pomeranian Newt Triturus vulgaris            

3 Ocellated Lizard Lacerta lepida            

4 Iberian Rock Lizard Iberolacerta monticola           

Butterflies               

1 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius            

2 Large White Pieris brassicae           

3 Small White Artogeia rapae           

4 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea        

5 Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus           

6 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus            

7 Spanish Chalk-hill Blue Lysandra albicans            
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 

8 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus          

9 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria           

10 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera          

11 Meadow Brown Maniolajurtina          

12 Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus            

13 Knapweed Fritillary Melitaea phoebe             

14 Spotted Fritillary Melitaea didyma            

15 Peacock Inachis io            

Others       

1 Preying Mantis Mantis religiosa           

2 Hummingbird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum       

 


