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Tour Leader:   Byron Palacios  Naturetrek 

Tino Garcia   Local Guide 

 

Participants:   Steve Fowles 

    Jan Fowles 

    John Upchurch 

    Hilary Davey 

Frances Goldingay 

Day 1  Friday 12th October 

It was a beautiful day as the group arrived on time into Santander. After we all gathered together, I explained the 

plan for the rest of the day; then we went to the drop-off area to meet up with Tino, who arrived in his powerful 

Land Rover Defender in order to load up the whole luggage in the brand new trailer. Meanwhile, I introduced 

the group to Tino and we drove up out of Santander and hit the main motorway down towards Cordovilla de 

Aguilar, enjoying the landscape in such a beautiful afternoon. We then arrived at Cordovilla and checked in to 

our lovely local-style cottages, and we also met our last fellow group member Hilary. Some of us went for a short 

walk around the village before we all gathered together at the main house to enjoy our very first supper cooked 

by Tino’s wife, Rosa. After we finished a delicious meal, washed down with great local wine, we retired to bed.   

Day 2  Saturday 13th October 

After a restful night, and having enjoyed several hot cups of tea and coffee along with a good breakfast, we all 

gathered together at the cottage’s car park in order to start our first excursion around Cordovilla de Aguilar. The 

morning was fantastic, bright and sunny, though cold, so our fleeces were really useful! Soon, the bird flocks 

started to move around us and we got fantastic views of Robins, Great, Blue and Coal Tits, Blackcaps and the 

always beautiful Bullfinch. Down in the fields Yellowhammers were very numerous, so were the Ravens, 

alongside with a Corn Bunting, Southern (Iberian) Grey Shrike, Common Buzzard and a few Skylarks and 

Woodlarks around the telegraph wires. The fields were a bit dry due to the strong late summer season; in spite of 

that, we enjoyed taking close views of the very tidy and nice local allotments, full of tomatoes, pumpkins and 

spring white onions, and a green house with chillies. After checking out a few orchids, Iberian Wolf and Badger 

droppings, and even a gorgeous Crested Tit, we walked back to our lodge in order to take our picnic lunch in the 

lush garden, enjoying the sun and the fresh breeze. Some Griffon Vultures, White Wagtails and Black Redstart 

were seen around during lunch time.  

 

After lunch, we took a little break and then we jumped on our 4x4 and took a short drive to Monte Aguilar. The 

narrow tarmac roads became rough dirt tracks as we entered this lovely oak forest (Quercus petreae and Quercus 

pireneica) and walked along the tracks exploring this deep dark wood.  The afternoon was quite quiet and we 

found a few interesting plants to check around and also a few birds moving around, such as Crested Tit, 

Nuthatch, Chaffinch, Bullfinch, and a Short-toed Treecreeper which we just managed to hear.  
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After a good walk, we headed back towards the lodge, enjoying the beautiful sunny late afternoon and the clear 

lovely views of the Palentina mountains! Back in the cottages, we enjoyed nibbles and drinks before another 

delightful local supper prepared by Rosa. 

Day 3  Sunday 14th October 

After a relaxed breakfast, we meant to go up to the mountains but we suddenly changed our plans as the weather 

up in the mountains looked seriously murky and cold. We set off to Las Tuerces instead, a geological reserve 

located just on the outskirts of Aguilar de Campoo. This interesting place was formed during the Neolithic 

period and it is an impressive calcareous rock formation. The trails and paths around the Mediterranean-

dominant vegetation of the place allowed us to loop around and get great views of the River Pisuerga basin and 

the small ancient villages located along it. Afterwards we walked back to our vehicle and drove down to the 

nearest village in order to find a local pub to enjoy a great hot drink. 

 

After this pleasant break, we set off heading south to the village of Rebolledo de la Torre. We made our first 

stop half way as we spotted a pair of Roe Deer running across the fields, and also a female Hen Harrier gliding 

along the adjacent field in the same area. There was also a good active flock of birds led by Blue Tits, Chiffchaff, 

Great Tits, Blackcaps, Spotless Starling, Meadow Pipit, amongst others. Griffon Vultures were seen, although 

there were not many thermals for them to fly far and long enough due to the grey and windy day. 

 

We continued our drive into Rebolledo de la Torre which is known for having one of the most important 

Roman Churches in Spain built in the 11th Century. Tino kindly shared with us the ancient historical background 

of this fascinating church with a good explanation of the building and an interpretation of the columns and its 

various carvings. We set up our picnic lunch in the church, and after lunch, we took a stroll along a nice track 

from the village towards the cliffs and rocky galleys, where we managed to see another Hen Harrier flying near 

the ground; Great Spotted Woodpecker, Southern (Iberian) Grey Shrike, more Griffon Vultures, Cirl Bunting 

and Blackcap were also seen here! We walked back to our car and headed back home, where good drinks and 

nibbles were waiting for us and, of course, another succulent dinner! 

Day 4  Monday 15th October 

It was a beautiful day today and looked very promising! This time we drove through Brañocera into Fuentes 

Carrionas Natural Park and its narrow and pristine oak forested tracks, making our first stop at a nice viewpoint 

which overlooks a good chunk of the Santullán Valley hoping to see Wild Cat. It was nice and sunny, but we 

feared it was not quite warm enough for this fuzzy feline which actively hunts in the open meadows at this time 

of the year. But we managed to see some European Bison in one of the meadows, animals which are part of the 

re-introduction plan to bring this big mammal back to the territory where it had been in this area over two-

hundred years ago. We continued through the deep dark oak woods and then down to the open meadows 

checking them carefully in case any of sign of Wild Cat around but nothing was found; we got to the end of the 

road where the village of Celada de Roblecedo lies and the edge of a fantastic pristine oak forest right below 

impressive rock formations and crags. The track up the mountain here is amongst a fantastic oak forest, ideal for 

Middle-spotted Woodpecker, which was heard tapping several times but unfortunately it was never seen. Again, 

the forest was full of Nuthatches, Blue, Great, Coal and Long-tailed Tits, and a variety of fungi along the tracks 

was incredible, some edible but most poisonous.  
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Lunch was taken at a spectacular height which overlooks some ‘cortados’ cliffs, where Common Kestrels, 

Griffon Vultures, Common Buzzard, Red-billed Chough and Raven were seen. We also found two lovely 

Chamois showing off beautifully by some rocks while some Ravens and Red-billed Choughs were soaring 

around them. After these sightings, we enjoyed the delicious fresh bread, superb cheese, pasta and Spanish meats 

we had for lunch! 

 

As we drove down the forest and crags and sunny meadows towards the little village of Higueras when Tino said 

“gato...gato..” and there it was, a beautiful male Wild Cat walking along the meadows and hunting. We managed 

to have good views at first, and he vanished into a patch of woods. We moved to get a better position by 

climbing a bank by an opposite meadow from where we saw him emerge again, out into an open area, and 

actively hunting where cows were grazing, going very confidently amongst them, and giving us over an hour’s 

show!  

 

We were chuffed with this sighting, so we returned to our casas rurales…back in the cottage, the group enjoyed 

nibbles, beers, wine and G&T’s before supper arrived. We also went through some Spanish reviews – as we did 

every other night – in order to learn some useful tips, vocabulary and day-by-day phrases of the language. We ate 

a superb veggie stew for starters, followed by hake, king prawns and clams, with one of Rosa’s ‘cuajada’ (Spanish 

milk pudding) to follow! 

Day 5 Tuesday 16th October 

We had a very early start this morning, as we decided to give ourselves a chance to see Iberian Wolf. In fact, we 

drove up to the site of Resoba, located a few kilometres away from the little town of Cervera de Pisuerga; even 

knowing that rain and other weather conditions could be a bit of a problem, but we were very positive! The 

morning – weather wise – was against us as a light rain and cold were constantly on us, making the task difficult 

and a challenge, but we kept going by scanning the meadows and high hilltops, definitely very determined to get 

this rare and unique mammal. The patience was rapidly paid off…there they were…three individuals (three 

youngsters and one adult) that came across and down the hill we were overlooking! We were able to enjoy this 

for just for a few minutes as a very thick mist covered the whole valley, finishing our enjoyment. We even took a 

walk along the main track but eventually gave up and drove back to Cervera de Pisuerga to find a nice warm cafe 

were we enjoyed some hot chocolate and coffees. 

 

We left Cervera de Pisuerga behind and continued our driving southwards and to the area of Salinas de Pisuerga, 

were we managed to find a picnic lunch place at the local church’s entrance, something we started to make a 

habit of...a picnic at church’s porches! It was a very good shelter indeed! After lunch, we walked on the old 

village bridge from where we had stunning views of White-throated Dipper, at least four individuals feeding 

intensively amongst the river rafts, a fantastic spectacle! We also saw Great spotted Woodpecker, Long-tailed 

Tits, Grey and White Wagtails, and Red Kite, amongst others.  

 

We finished the afternoon visiting Aguilar de Campoo and we enjoyed buying some local biscuits and souvenirs, 

finishing with a few drinks at a local pub. We then drove back to our lodge at Cordovilla de Aguilar to get ready 

for supper. 
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Day 6 Wednesday 17th October 

After a breakfast of coffee and tea, cereal, toast, eggs and fruit, we drove about 90km south towards Palencia in 

order to visit the plains at Tierra de Campos and La Nava marshes. The weather was dryish at our arrival, and we 

were surrounded by lush fields, plains and dry marshes. Our first stop was by the bridge of the Canal de Castilla, 

seeing some Linnets, Greenfinch and Meadow Pipits, and a few Marsh Harriers flying in the distance. We 

continued scanning the fields when we saw our first pair of Great Bustards walking along the fields, so we 

tracked them down and drove towards them. We managed to find at least 35 Great Bustards in total, distributed 

in different fields and very close to the track where we were. Marsh Harriers and a single male Hen Harrier were 

gliding in the distance not far from the ground as we saw more Great Bustards flying over the adjacent fields.  

 

As the weather was not really on our side, we decided to go for elevenses in the village of Fuente de La Nava. 

After revitalising with great coffee, hot chocolate and tea, we drove up to the first hide where we found Marsh 

Harrier, Redshank, Common Sandpiper, White and White and Grey Wagtails, Common Kestrels, Mallards and 

Lapwings. We moved on to another spot and ended up in the visitor centre where we enjoyed our picnic lunch 

while watching some Song Thrush, Iberian and Common Chiffchaffs, Pied Flycatcher and more Marsh Harriers. 

 

After lunch, we did a good tour across the plains in search of the elusive Little Bustards, finding White Storks, 

Meadow Pipits, Tree Sparrow and Spotless Starlings on the way. We also saw more Common Kestrels and a 

male Peregrine Falcon, and of course, more Great Bustards in the fields nearby as we kept scanning the fields 

intensively in search of the Little ones, but no sign of the “Sison” Bustards in the end. We decided then to drive 

back to Cordovilla de Aguilar in order to chill out with some drinks whilst waiting to be rewarded by more 

delicious treats that Rosa had made for supper.   

Day 7 Thursday 18th October 

Today, we planned to do two excursions around the Pinar de Aguilar and Aguilar’s Dam, but due to heavy rain 

we were forced to stay at the cottages and enjoying our Plan “B” which consist of working on some Spanish 

lessons and a review of the trip! We all enjoyed the whole thing and after nearly three hours of intense and useful 

Spanish, we felt it was time to recharge our batteries with a good Spanish-style lunch...once again!  

 

After lunch, the rain stopped for a bit or, at least, it had turned in to a weak drizzle. We took advantage of this 

and went out, making a quick visit to the places we planned to go originally. We then set off towards the Aguilar 

de Campoo’s Dam, driving right along the main bridge of the power station, established in the early 1970’s in 

order to supply electricity to a good part of the province of Palencia. A good amount of interesting birds was 

found here, such as Little and Great-crested Grebes, Great Cormorant, Mallard, Grey and White Wagtails, 

White-throated Dipper, Grey Heron, Yellow-legged and Black-headed Gulls, and Mistle Thrush and Common 

Buzzard around the rocky upper banks.  

 

We continued our drive uphill to El Pinar de Aguilar, better known as Monte Royal by the locals; where we 

managed to see interesting birds such as Red Crossbills, Coal, Great, Blue and Long-tailed Tits, and Great 

Spotted Woodpecker. 
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We heard a lot Nuthatches and Short-toed Treecreeper calling from the tree tops and sub-canopy, but they 

seemed to be elusive, so were Red Squirrels which are normally found here. We kept walking outside the forest 

and took a track across the road and walked down to the shore of the lake (which is part of the dam and is 

usually a swimming spot used by the locals in the summer). There were a few interesting birds like Gadwall, 

Great White Egret, a very wet Common Buzzard and a juvenile Montagu’s Harrier in passage. We called in at 

Aguilar de Campoo in order to enjoy a drink, and some of us took advantage of the moment to buy souvenirs in 

town to take home. We drove back to our accommodation in the early evening, just in time to get ready for our 

final evening together at the main house, enjoying Rosa’s special roasted lamb! 

Day 8 Friday 19th October 

As this was the last morning of the tour, we planned our usual ‘chocolate caliente con churros’ (hot chocolate 

with churros) breakfast at the local cafe in Aguilar de Campoo. We enjoyed it very much, and some of us even 

had it twice (I wonder who did that...?!); certainly, a great and divine experience for chocolate lovers! After that 

we headed towards Santander but made a little detour on the way into the picturesque village of Puente Viesgo, 

where the Cueva del Castillo is located. These magnificent underground formations gave us an idea of the 

prehistoric times seeing many original paintings drawn by our ancestral humans (mainly Homo sapiens), who lived 

in the area nearly 30,000 years ago; although the caves have evidence of human activity from 180,000 years ago, 

the Neolithic inhabitants left most of the impressive proof of their lives in these caves – it was discovered in 

1902. After visiting the caves, we had our last picnic lunch, improvising under a shelter at the cave’s museum 

premises as the rain was still persistent. We enjoyed our last flavour of the local cheese, bread and charcuterie of 

Palencia, and even Toño kindly prepared for us a wonderful pudding he made himself with food produced from 

his allotment! It was very delicious indeed, many thanks to ‘Big Toño!  

 

After lunch, Tino and Toño drove us to the airport. Everyone felt very happy after exploring the superb La 

Montana Palentina. It was a week full of wildlife, a lot of Spanish speaking, great fun, great company, and great 

food…..HASTA LA VISTA MIS AMIGOS, NOS VEREMOS MUY PRONTO…!!! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted; H = Heard Only) 

      October 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

1 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis                

2 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus                

3 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo              

4 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea              

5 Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis                

6 Great White Egret Ardea alba                

7 Eurasian White Stork  Ciconia ciconia                

8 Greylag Goose Anser anser               

9 Gadwall Anas strepera                

10 Common Teal Anas crecca                

11 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos             

12 Red Kite Milvus milvus             

13 Eurasian Griffon Gyps fulvus             

14 Eurasian Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus                

15 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus               

16 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus                

17 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus                

18 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo          

19 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus            

20 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus                

21 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus           h     

22 Great Bustard Otis tarda                

23 Northern Lapwing vanellus vanellus                

24 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus                

25 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus cachinnans               

26 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus                

27 Rock Dove Columba livia                

28 Feral Pigeon Columba 'feral'             

29 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus             

30 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto               

31 Barn Owl Tyto alba     p           

32 European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus                

33 Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius       h         

34 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major   h         

35 Iberian Green Woodpecker Picus viridis sharpei   h            

36 Crested Lark Alerida cristata                

37 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis                

38 Wood Lark Lullula arborea                

39 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris               

40 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis              

41 White Wagtail Motacilla alba            

42 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea               

43 White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus              

44 Northern Wren Troglodytes troglodytes             

45 Dunnock Prunella modularis              

46 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus             

47 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos                
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      October 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

48 Common Blackbird Turdus merula           

49 European Robin Erithacus rubecula           

50 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros            

51 Common Stonechat Saxicola torquatus               

52 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe                

53 European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca                

54 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti           h     

55 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita            

56 Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus               

57 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla              

58 Coal Tit Periparus ater              

59 Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus               

60 Great Tit Parus major            

61 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus            

62 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus               

63 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea       h      

64 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla            h   

65 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis               

66 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius    h         

67 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica           

68 Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax               

69 Eurasian Jackdaw Corvus monedula               

70 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone          

71 Common Raven Corvus corax             

72 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor      h        

73 House Sparrow   Passer domesticus           

74 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus                

75 Chaffinch   Fringilla coelebs          

76 European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris             

77 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra                

78 Common Linnet Acanthis cannabina               

79 European Serin Serinus serinus               

80 Common Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula                

81 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus                

82 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia                

83 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra                

84 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella                

Mammals                   

1 Chamois Rupicapra rupicapra                

2 Iberian Wolf Canis lupus signatus                

3 European Wildcat Felis silvestris silvestris                

4 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus               

5 Red Deer Cervus elaphus                

6 European Bison Bison bonasus                
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      October 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

Butterflies 

1 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea                

2 Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus                

Reptiles                   

1 Iberian Rock Lizard Iberolacerta monticola                 

 


