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Tour Leaders:   Byron Palacios   Naturetrek  

Tino Garcia   Local Guide 

Toño Gopegui   Local Guide 

 

Participants:   Peter Penfold 

    Delphine Penfold 

    Nick Crowley 

    Prue Crowley 

Liz Collison 

Tricia Scott 

Day 1  Wednesday 11th September 

London Stansted – Santander – Cordovilla de Aguilar  

Weather: sunny  

It was a beautiful day as the group arrived on time into Santander. After we all gathered together, I introduced 

the group to Tino and Toño (who were already waiting for us at the arrivals gate) and everything started: let’s 

learn some Spanish! The Spanish level of the group was good as all the participants were familiar with the 

language, an easy way to start our tour! We started driving towards Cordovilla de Aguilar, starting on the 

motorway and then using back roads afterwards in order to enjoy the landscape on such a beautiful afternoon. 

We then arrived at Cordovilla and met with fellow participant Liz who had been travelling through France and 

now into Spain in order to join this tour. We checked in to our local-style cottages. Some of us went for a short 

walk around the village before we all gathered together at the main house to enjoy our very first supper cooked 

by Tino’s wife, Rosa. After we finished a delicious meal, washed down with great local wine, we retired to bed.   

Day 2  Thursday 12th September 

Cordovilla de Aguilar – Monte de Aguilar  

Weather: Sunny  

After a restful night, and having enjoyed several hot cups of tea and coffee along with a good breakfast, we all 

gathered together at the cottage’s car park in order to start our first excursion around Cordovilla. The morning 

was fantastic, bright sunny with a blue sky. Soon, the bird flocks started to move around us and we got fantastic 

views of Yellowhammers, Serin, Stonechats, Blackcap, and Pied Flycatchers; whilst Tino and Toño explained the 

many shrubs and trees along the track and some plants in the village’s fountain. Here, a few Palmate Newts were 

seen. Once we reached the fields the bird activity increased as the morning was warming up, and we found birds 

such as Stonechat, Corn Bunting, Griffon Vulture (soaring around), Red-backed Shrike, and a very nice Booted 

Eagle which was soaring over our heads showing itself beautifully! We also had a flock of Linnets, Tawny Pipit 

and many Whinchats. 
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After a walk in the area of Cordovilla, we came back to our lodge in order to take our picnic lunch in the lush 

garden, enjoying the sun and the fresh breeze. After lunch, we took a short break and then we drove around 

twenty minutes north into a pristine oak forest known as Monte Aguilar. Our skilled drivers (Tino & Toño) 

showed us the meaning of “off the beaten track” by driving their 4x4 on rough terrain, whereafter we spent the 

rest of the afternoon walking around. The narrow track and the tall trees made this place special and it is well 

liked by many mammals, including Brown Bear and Iberian Wolves which meander around here at times. We 

had some good wildlife such as Crested Tit, Pied Flycatcher, Short-toed Treecreeper, Nuthatch, and Roe Deer. 

Tino and Toño also explained about the three different species of heather that occur in this area. We drove back 

to the cottages in order to enjoy nibbles and drinks before another delightful local supper prepared by Rosa. 

Day 3  Friday 13th September 

Fuentes Carrionas Natural Park (Barruelo – Brañosera)  

Weather: Sunny  

After an early start, we got ready for our third day of activities, this time in the hills of the Fuentes Carrionas 

National Park. We drove up out of Cordovilla heading north and making a quick though a very interesting stop  

in the small village of Cillamayor in order to collect some bread for our lunch. Then we continued through 

Barruelo de Santullán, 1,500 metres above the sea level, and into the beautiful Fuentes Carrionas National Park, 

reaching 1,750 metres gradually whilst driving up the tracks. The weather was ideal to admire the landscape from 

the top. We made a quick stop to watch a group of flying and perched Griffon Vultures and Common Buzzards, 

and then we walked up the hill which overlooks the other side of the valley, beautiful scenery from wherever we 

looked! A few things were seen here, including Iberian Green and Iberian Rock Lizards. 

 

We continued our drive towards the point known as Panporquero, where a group of Common Buzzards were 

gliding near the meadows and they eventually joined a group of nearly 30 Griffon Vultures which were seen 

soaring around in the distance and getting ready to join another group who were already catching the first 

thermals. A lot of interesting birds were seen along the track such as Hen Harrier, Northern Wheatear, 

Stonechats, Whinchat and White Wagtails. Once in the area of Panporquero, and right in a hilly meadow, the 

abundance of Whinchat and Stonechats were amazing, they were everywhere! We also saw a Wood Warbler, a 

few Yellowhammers, Meadow and Tree Pipits, and lots of Hedge Accentors (Dunnock) flitting around. We took 

a good stroll up the hill and then looped down to a track amongst the heather meadows, walking back to the 

initial point in order to get ready for lunch. We enjoyed our picnic lunch very much and the weather couldn’t be 

better, it was very sunny and a pleasant temperature.  

 

After lunch, we packed our stuff up and drove back towards the village of Brañosera, spotting very fresh and 

noticeable Brown Bear droppings. We continued down the track into the pristine forest of La Calera where we 

took a walk admiring this forest while watching and listening to various birds such as Nuthatch, Spotted 

Flycatcher, Coal, Great and Blue Tits, and many others. After the walk, we drove down towards Barruelo de 

Santullán where we made a coffee break stop in one of the local cafe/bars, enjoying the company of the locals 

who were very friendly. We continued towards Cordovilla afterwards in order to take a break and to get ready for 

another delicious dinner cooked by Rosa. 
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Day 4  Saturday 14th September 

Las Tuerces Geological Reserve (Barrio de San Pedro, Villaescusa de la Torre, Villallano) 

Weather: Sunny, windy at times 

Another beautiful morning, although cooler than the last two when we started, even so, it looked very promising! 

This time we drove towards the village of Barrio de San Pedro in order to check a limestone hill and cliffs ideal 

for raptors. A good couple of dozens of Griffon Vultures were together by the cliffs waiting for some good 

thermals, and there were Common Buzzards that actively soared by the edge of the pine and oak forest. There 

were hundreds of House Martins along the same cliff, perhaps getting ready to do their long journey as they were 

quite numerous. Tino and Toño found a few interesting flowers around, and we scoped a perched Southern 

Grey Shrike in the adjacent field.  

 

We continued the track up the mountain amongst oak forest and pine woods towards the top of the hill. It was 

quite quiet so we moved on to the new road crossing the motorway and soon into field tracks, this time we were 

heading to Las Tuerces Geological Reserve. The area lies across the town of Aguilar de Campoo and right above 

the River Pisuerga. Once on top, we had great views, of La Montaña Palentina ridge being the Curavacas and El 

Espigüete, the most prominent peaks, alongside Pico Tres Mares and Peña Redonda; all clearly seen from where 

we were at Las Tuerces. It was an ideal spot to have our delicious lunch, and afterwards we stayed around 

looking for uncommon species of plants and several butterfly species such as Great Banded Grayling, Cardinal, 

Brimstone, Pale Clouded Yellow, and Rock Graylings, amongst others.  

 

After lunch, we drove around Las Tuerces and followed the track along the River Pisuerga which took us to an 

old flour factory, and along a narrow trail amongst dry vegetation and a rocky cave. We had great views of Crag 

Martins, including a nest with youngsters – very unusual for this time of the year. We spotted a few bat 

droppings but we didn’t manage to see any of them through the cave crags. We walked back to our vehicles and 

drove to the village of Villallano for a coffee break, making a quick stop in the small village of Villaescusa de la 

Torre to check the bridge of the River Pisuerga beforehand. Once in Villallano, we comfortably settled ourselves 

in a local bar/restaurant where we enjoyed our drinks amongst the locals sat outdoors on this sunny late 

afternoon! We also went through some Spanish reviews – as we did every other night – in order to learn some 

useful tips, vocabulary and day-to-day phrases of the language. Once back in Cordovilla, we enjoyed Rosa’s food 

alongside the local wine. The veggie options were also superb! 

Day 5 Sunday 15th September 

Fuentes de La Nava (Tierra de Campos)  

Weather: Sunny & Windy 

After coffee and tea, cereal, toast and fruit, we drove about 70km south towards Palencia and got to Fuentes de 

Nava. We were surrounded by vast cereal fields, plains and marshes once we hit the riparian area of El Canal de 

Castilla (the channel was built during the 18th century in order to transport all the cereal production to Santander; 

now used solely as water irrigation). We made our first stop by an unused bridge which normally produces good 

Great Bustards sightings, and spotted two groups of Great Bustards which we enjoy watching well through the 

telescopes.  
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We continued our drivie through the small dirt tracks amongst the alfalfa and beetroot fields in search of the 

elusive Little Bustard; although we had no luck with them, we enjoyed watching a flock of local sheep (local 

breed called Churras). We continued driving to the end of the track onto the tarmac road where we spotted two 

Lesser Kestrels flying very close to the road and by the telegraph posts, and we followed them until we got into 

the village of Fuentes de Nava where we made a coffee break, taking a short stroll afterwards to see the villager’s 

Sunday morning life. We went back on track checking one of the hides of the main marsh and spotted very 

interesting birds such as Marsh Harrier, Northern Lapwing, Greenshank, Common Sandpiper, Mallards, 

Northern Wheatear, and many Zitting Cisticola around the car park. We also spotted a pair of Peregrine Falcons, 

one of them actively feeding on a prey in a harvested cereal field. A Marsh Harrier was sitting nearby. After 

enjoying these sightings, we moved to the next hide spotting a few warblers such as Chiffchaff, Wood and Reed; 

then, we walked to the visitor centre to enjoy our picnic lunch overlooking the marshes from the top floor of the 

building. 

 

After lunch, we drove towards the other end of the plains, to the opposite side of the marshes, still in search of 

Little Bustards. We were scanning the fields intensively, but no signs of them, and we ended up having a nice 

stroll in a ravine and amongst sunflower crops, but the activity had slowed as the sun was hitting the area. 

Shortly after that, we drove back to Cordovilla to enjoy a relaxing evening and another superb dinner. 

Day 6 Monday 16th September 

Valle de Santullan – Celada de Roblecedo  

Weather: Sunny  

We enjoyed our breakfast and watched as the sun gradually covered the lush meadows and woodland across the 

River Pisuerga valley as we headed to the village of Barruelo and into Los Cerezos woodland. We made a stop 

not far from the village of Valle de Santuñan where we left our vehicles behind and walked to the top of the hill 

in order to scan the fields and meadows from the top and in search of Wildcats. The first thing we spotted was a 

Red Fox hunting in one of the banks. Soon after that, we found a Wildcat walking down one of the meadows; in 

spite of the distance, we had good views through the scope, but we wanted some closer views so we pushed our 

luck by getting closer in our vans and checked the same meadow where the cat was hunting. We eventually 

found the field and the Wildcat too on the side of the road but then completely disappeared out of our range of 

view. 

 

We continued our drive towards the village of Celada de Roblecedo where we drove our powerful 4x4 to the top 

of the treeline, getting astonishing views of La Montaña Palentina and all its most emblematic peaks: Pico 

Curavacas, Espigüete and Peña Redonda. We also enjoyed great views Short-toed Snake Eagle, Ravens, Red-

billed Chough and Griffon Vultures. We went a bit down the track to another beautiful spot in order to set up 

our picnic lunch. We enjoyed the peacefulness of this sanctuary! We could have continued resting in this 

stunning spot but the pristine oak forest deserved a good stroll to search of some wildlife. Hence, we walked 

down the track and found numerous European Nuthatch, Pied Flycatcher, and Great and Blue Tits flitting 

around. Other birds such as Short-toed Treecreeper and Marsh Tit were also seen here. A call from Middle-

spotted Woodpecker was heard and landed on a tree straight in front of us showing himself really well, and then 

he flew right over our heads giving us a good detail of the bird in flight. 
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As the late afternoon was passing by, we left the forest and started to make our way back to Cordovilla, checking 

the meadows by Valle de Santuñan for possible Wildcats but there was no sign of the felines. We continued 

driving the narrow roads when suddenly a group of vultures made us stop, just to check what was causing the 

unusual gathering; and it was caused by a dead cow lying on the bank of the road. Dozens of the Griffon 

Vultures perched on the top of the rocky cliffs where waiting for the feast to get started, while a few vultures 

were already on the dead cow. We left them alone and continued towards our lodge to chill out with some drinks 

before more treats that Rosa had served up for supper.   

Day 7 Tuesday 17th September 

Cervera de Pisuerga – Salinas de Pisuerga – Monte Royal – Aguilar de Campoo  

Weather: Cold & misty in the early morning. Sunny & pleasant afterwards 

We had an early start and decided to give the big carnivores watching a good go! The morning – weather wise – 

was great, cold but promising, and after passing the village of Ventanilla, we left the tarmac road behind entering 

an off road track, going through another superb forest of pristine oak and beech woods, a terrain where our 4x4s 

performed to their best! We arrived at the point known as Tosande (1,850 metres), where we left our vehicles 

and walked a good hundred yards through broom bushes finding a spot to sit down and start our meticulous 

scan of the meadow valley across. We were all determined to find an unusual movement amongst the scrub and 

meadows. Horses were pleasantly grazing, while groups of Red Deer moved amongst them trying to find good 

sunlight to warm up. Several stags were also seen around, but one was particularly looking ahead in to a dip in 

the valley. Red-billed Choughs and Alpine Choughs were calling and flying around, and we were carefully 

watching them until Tino spotted a dark brown Bear moving up the hill, just where the stag was looking. He 

walked in the open just for a few seconds; unfortunately, none of the participants were able to see it. We kept 

waiting for him to turn up again in the open but it seemed that he had moved across the dense broom and stayed 

in there eating or simply having a break. We were disappointed but we all understood how tricky wildlife 

watching could be. We had a great time anyway, so we treated ourselves to a delicious ‘reinforcement breakfast’ 

or ‘almuerzo’ at a popular local bar in the large village of Cervera de Pisuerga. 

 

 After that, we continued our drive towards Aguilar de Campoo, visiting a few places on the way, making a short 

stop on the outskirts of Cervera de Pisuerga and later on enjoyed a walk around the village of Salinas de Pisuerga. 

Many birds such as Booted Eagle, Red Kite, Griffon Vultures, Common Buzzard, White-throated Dipper, Grey 

Wagtail, Spotless Starling, and Raven were spotted around this lovely village. Lunch time arrived and we drove to 

Monte Royale, right above Aguilar de Campoo’s reservoir to have our lunch, checking some of the lake shores 

where Great Cormorant, Yellow-legged Gull and Grey Heron were spotted. Coal, Great and Blue Tits were seen 

moving in a mixed flock across the pine trees, plus a very elusive group of Red Crossbills flew by. We enjoyed 

another picnic lunch at the forest tables and either went for a stroll or simply rested afterwards. Around mid 

afternoon we drove to Aguilar de Campo in order to explore the village, giving the group enough time to go 

around shopping and enjoying this beautiful little town. We came back to our accommodation in the late 

afternoon, just in time to get ready for our final and special evening together at the main house, enjoying Rosa’s 

beautiful food for a last time. We enjoyed the evening, going through the most relevant moments and 

experiences we all had during this week in La Montaña Palentina! 

 



Learn Spanish in Wild Spain! - La Montana Palentina  Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek     March 14 
 

Day 8 Thursday 18th September 

Cordovilla de Aguilar – Cervatos – Puente Viesgo - Santander  

Weather: Sunny in the morning; cloudy in the afternoon 

We had another sunny and beautiful morning in Cordovilla de Aguilar. After a very relaxed breakfast, we packed 

our things and had to say “Adios and a massive Gracias!2 to Rosa, Tino and Toño for being great ambassadors 

of this lovely part of Spain. We loaded up and headed to Santander (via Aguilar de Campoo), making a stop in 

the village of Cervatos where we checked a very interesting Romanic church. We then continued towards the 

coast, to the village of Puente Viesgo were Las Cuevas del Castillo are located. These magnificent underground 

formations from prehistoric times had many original paintings drawn by our ancestral humans. After visiting the 

caves, we had our last picnic lunch, improvising under a shelter of the village’s old train station, before we made 

our way to Santander’s airport. We bade farewell to one of our fellow travellers who continued her trip towards 

the UK via France, wishing her all the best, before driving to the airport arriving in time to catch our flight. It 

was a wonderful week of wildlife, a lot of Spanish speaking, great fun, great company, and great food…..HASTA 

LA VISTA MIS AMIGOS, NOS VEREMOS MUY PRONTO…ADIOS! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit! 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted; h = Heard only) 

      September 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis                

2 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo                

3 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea               

4 Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis                

5 Eurasian White Stork  Ciconia ciconia                

6 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos             

7 Red Kite Milvus milvus                

8 Eurasian Griffon Gyps fulvus           

9 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus              

10 Eurasian Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus                

11 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus                

12 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus               

13 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis                

14 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo           

15 Booted Eagle Aquila pennatus               

16 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni                

17 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus             

18 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus                

19 Hobby Falco subbuteo                

20 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa               

21 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus               

22 Common Coot Fulica atra               

23 Great Bustard Otis tarda                

24 Northern Lapwing vanellus vanellus                

25 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia                

26 Common Sandpiper Actitis Hypoleucos                

27 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus cachinnans                

28 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus                

29 Rock Dove Columba livia                

30 Feral Pigeon Columba 'feral'              

31 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus            

32 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto              

33 European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus                

34 Hoopoe Upupa epops   ?   h?   ?     

35 Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius            h   

36 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major    h           

37 Iberian Green Woodpecker Picus sharpei       h         

38 Crested Lark Alerida cristata                

39 Wood Lark Lullula arborea               

40 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica              

41 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris               

42 Northern House Martin Delichon urbicum             

43 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis                

44 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris                

45 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis               

46 White Wagtail Motacilla alba           

47 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea                
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

48 White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus                

49 Northern Wren Troglodytes troglodytes              

50 Hedge Accentor (Dunnock) Prunella modularis               

51 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus                

52 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos               

53 Common Blackbird Turdus merula     h h     

54 European Robin Erithacus rubecula      h       

55 Winchat Saxicola rubetra               

56 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros           

57 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus     h   h       

58 Common Stonechat Saxicola torquatus           

59 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe              

60 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata               

61 European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca              

62 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis                

63 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti       h h       

64 Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus                

65 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus         h       

66 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita                

67 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus silbilatrix               

68 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla               

69 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata     h           

70 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris                

71 Coal Tit Periparus ater              

72 Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus                

73 Great Tit Parus major             

74 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus            

75 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalus caudatus               

76 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea              

77 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla           h   

78 Eurasian Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus           h     

79 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio               

80 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis                

81 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius             

82 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica            

83 Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax             

84 Yellow-billed (Alpine) Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus                

85 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone           

86 Common Raven Corvus corax            

87 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor            

88 House Sparrow   Passer domesticus           

89 Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia              

90 Chaffinch   Fringilla coelebs           

91 European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris                

92 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis              

93 Common Linnet Acanthis cannabina                

94 European Serin Serinus serinus               

95 Common Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula               

96 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus                

97 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia                

98 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra                
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

99 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella              

Mammals                   

1 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes               

2 European Wildcat Felis silvestris silvestris                

3 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus                

4 Red Deer Cervus elaphus               

5 Pipistrelle spp. Pipistrelus spp.                

6 Stoat Mustela erminia                

Reptiles & Amphibians                   

1 Common European Frog Rana temporaria                

2 Palmate Newt Triturus helveticus                

3 Iberian Green Lizard Lacerta schreiberi                

4 Iberian Rock Lizard Iberolacerta monticola              

Butterflies                   

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon                

2 Large White Pieris brassicae           

3 Small White Artogeia rapae           

4 Bath White Pontia daplidice                 

5 Pale Clouded Yellow Colias hyale                

6 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea            

7 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni                

8 Wood White Leptidea sinapis              

9 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas                

10 Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus                

11 Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus              

12 Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus               

13 Spanish Chalk-hill Blue Lysandra albicans                

14 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus                

15 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta               

16 Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia                

17 Cardinal Argynnis pandora                

18 Rock Grayling Hipparchia alcyone               

19 Great Banded Grayling Kanetisa circe               

20 Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus               

21 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria               

22 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera                

23 Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae              

24 Meadow Brown Maniolajurtina              

25 Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae                

Other Taxa                   

1 Blue-winged Grasshopper Oedipoda caerulescens           

2 Scarlet-winged Grasshopper Oedipoda germanica             

3 Green Bush Cricket Tettigonia viridissima               

4 Water Scorpion Nepidae                

5 European Mantis Mantis religiosa               
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

6 Lesser Emperor Anax parthenope                

7 Common Black Cricket Grillus assimilis                

8 Tiger Spider Poechiloteria regalis                

9 Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea                

10 Hummingbird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum               

 


