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Tour participants: Byron Palacios (Leader) with eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1  Tuesday 10th September 

London Stansted – Santander – Cordovilla de Aguilar 

We left the UK in order to fly to the trendy city of Santander on a wet and very windy night. We met up with our 

hosts and local guides Tino and Toño who were already waiting for us with a cheerful greeting and our first 

introduction to learning Spanish! After packing our suitcases into the 4x4’s, we set off to Cordovilla de Aguilar 

for a comfortable rest in the beautiful cottages. 

Day 2  Wednesday 11th September 

Cordovilla de Aguilar – Spanish lessons in the mid afternoon 

After a restful night, and having enjoyed our breakfast, we gathered together outside in order to start our first 

excursion around the hamlet of Cordovilla de Aguilar. The morning was nice and sunny and soon, the bird 

flocks started to move around us and we got fantastic views of some ‘garden birds’ such as Black Redstart, White 

Wagtail, Yellowhammers, European Jay and Eurasian Kestrel, amongst others. As we walked down the track, 

other birds such as Whitethroat, Stonechat, Common Buzzard, Carrion Crow, Raven, Griffon Vultures, and 

many butterflies and wild flowers were seen.  

 

We walked back to the cottages in order to take our picnic lunch indoors as the wind was a bit strong outside. 

After a good break, we got ready for our first Spanish lessons with our teacher Caterina; we had a great time 

getting to know each other better, as well as improving our skills in the language and we learnt lots!  

 

We then retired to our cottages in order to get ready for nibbles and drinks before a delightful local supper 

prepared by Rosa. 

Day 3  Thursday 12th September 

Las Tuerces Geological Reserve 

A beautiful morning greeted us as we met up outside the cottages, ready to go on a new adventure. The sky 

looked blue and clear, a very promising day for our plans! We set off at the usual time, driving southwards, going 

through Aguilar de Campoo where we collected beautiful fresh bread and soon continued to the village of Gama, 

and onto the dirt tracks where we made a stop to take a nice walk amongst Las Tuerces Geological Reserve. We 

found some raptors resting such as Griffon Vultures and Common Buzzards surrounded by lots of Crag 

Martins, House Martins and a bunch of Alpine Swifts on migration – a beautiful spot, we certainly could have 

spent the whole day enjoying it! Yellowhammers, Cirl Buntings and Iberian Green Woodpecker were seen very 

well during the walk back up to the vehicles and we then drove a bit further along the track, diverting a bit to the 

ruins of the Castle of Gama from where we had wonderful views. Further up and back to the main track, we got 

to Las Tuerces Reserve where we took a short walk admiring the ancient rock formations and other wildlife such 

as Woodlarks, Black Redstarts, Linnets and Red-billed Choughs, amongst others. We found a great spot with 

fantastic views of the area where we set out our picnic lunch to enjoy! 
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After lunch, we drove down a short distance in order to check the shores of the River Pisuerga, taking a stroll 

through the village of Villaescusa de la Torre which produced good views of Iberian Chiffchaff, Red-rumped 

Swallow, and fantastic views of a pair of Cetti’s Warblers performing right in the open! 

 

After a nice full day out, it was time to drive back to Cordovilla to enjoy a relaxing evening and another superb 

dinner. 

Day 4  Friday 13th September 

Golobar – Barruelo de Santullan – Panporquero – Spanish Lessons 

We started very early in the morning today as we left before dawn to drive to the area known of El Golobar. 

Once there, we found a nice spot from where we enjoyed watching great wildlife such as Red Deer, Red Fox, 

Griffon Vultures flying very close and taking off from their night roost right over our heads! But the main 

reward of this early morning was the clear sighting of a beautiful male Iberian Wolf, one female and a young 

adult; it was a great to see these beautiful rare animals on this sunny morning!  

 

After this amazing start to the day, we moved on and drove to the village of Barruelo de Santullan, where we 

took a well-deserved coffee break, then continued driving into the heart of Montaña Palentina Natural Park, to 

the spot known as Pamporquero, at 1,700 metres above sea level. We had great views of Common Buzzards, 

Griffon Vultures, Northern Wheatears, Whinchats, Stonechats and Eurasian Kestrels. The landscape was 

stunning and we found a lovely spot to have our picnic lunch in the middle of the lush meadows! 

 

In the afternoon, we started to drive back towards Cordovilla, in order to be in time for our Spanish lessons, 

followed by a relaxing evening enjoying delicious food and drinks! 

Day 5 Saturday 14th September 

Peña Amaya – Puentes de Amaya – Rebolledo de la Torre 

On another beautiful day, we left the cottages heading east towards the beautiful area of Amaya. We made a 

quick stop at one of the view points on top of the ridge which gave us breathtaking views of the impressive rock 

formation where the ancient city lies. Once in the area, we enjoyed walking around and exploring the remains of 

generations of ancient civilizations that occupied this amazing natural fortress. We found very interesting 

butterflies and birds such as Griffon Vultures, Northern Wheatear, European Stonechat, Rock Sparrows, Crag 

Martins, Alpine Swift and large flocks of Red-billed Choughs. After visiting this great hotspot, we drove down 

the track passing by Puentes de Amaya where we found a nice spot to have our picnic lunch; we enjoyed tasty 

local food alongside great views of Griffon Vultures and a superb Golden Eagle! 

We then took a stroll around the village and soon drove towards the village of Rebolledo de la Torre where we 

enjoyed looking at the Romanesque church of this village and every detail of its amazing and interesting carvings. 

We then drove back to our lodge in Cordovilla de Aguilar where we took a break followed by drinks and nibbles 

and another delicious supper from the hands of Rosa.  
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Day 6 Sunday 15th September 

Celada de Roblecedo – Peña Tejedo (1,875 m.a.s.l.) (Spanish Lessons in the afternoon) 

Today was another beautiful day, although cooler than the last two and overcast at times. This time we drove to 

Celada de Roblecedo where the track up the mountain goes through a fantastic oak forest, ideal for Middle 

Spotted Woodpecker, which was heard tapping several times but unfortunately it was never seen. Again, the 

forest was full of Nuthatches, but great views of a very active pair of Crested Tits made the morning. Many Red 

Deer were also walking around the forest, where the variety of fungi along the tracks was incredible, some edible 

but most very poisonous.  

 

Lunch was taken at a spectacular height which overlooks some ‘cortados’ cliffs, where Common Kestrels, 

Griffon Vultures and a pair of Golden Eagles were seen. There were also many Ravens and Red-billed Chough 

soaring around. Our lunch was ready and we enjoyed a feast of the most delicious fresh bread, superb cheese, 

fine local ham and Spanish meats, sheep’s cheese, etc! While we were having lunch, the pair of Golden Eagles 

were soaring right above the mountains opposite us and most of us managed to see them. Crested Tits were also 

seen again along with Marsh Tit, Red-backed Shrike and Short-toed Treecreeper.  

 

We returned to ‘Las Casas Rurales’, to join our Spanish teacher for more learning and fun! We enjoyed nibbles 

and drinks before supper arrived, putting into practice some vocabulary and day-by-day phrases of the language 

we just learnt! It was worth waiting for another of Rosa’s delicious suppers...superb! 

Day 7 Monday 16th September 

Montaña Palentina Natural Park (Casavegas – Lores) 

We started another exciting day under sunshine and blue skies...another beautiful day! We started the morning by 

exploring the area of Casavegas and Lores, in the upper part of the Montaña Palentina, right in the foothills of 

the Curavacas Mountain (2,503 metres). We took a few strolls along this wonderful tracks overlooking pristine 

meadows and woodland and we found a beautiful pair of European Wildcats hunting in one of the adjacent 

meadows. We watched them in action as they were hunting mole-rats (Arvicola terrestris), - it was an amazing 

sighting, lucky us!! Further up the track, our next stop produced a pair of Chamois walking in the rocky hills. We 

continued exploring amongst beautiful insects, lizards and wild flowers and we then arrived at a beautiful spot on 

the very top of the Lores Valley where we had our picnic lunch whilst enjoying the breathtaking views of the 

Plentian mountains and Picos de Europa in the background!  

 

After lunch, we continued exploring the lower track heading down to the main road amongst impressive crags 

and ancient beech woodland. We came back to our rural houses in the late afternoon, just in time to get ready 

for our final and special evening together at the main house, where drinks and a lot of delicious food came in 

generous quantities for the rest of the evening!  
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Day 8 Tuesday 17th September 

Cillamayor – Monte Royale – Aguilar’s Dam – Santander airport 

It was another beautiful day so we decided to have a relaxing breakfast before we drove through the village of 

Cillamayor where we enjoyed buying fresh bread in the local bakery and also visited the village’s Romanesque 

church and its very interesting carvings. We then drove off the beaten track heading to Monte Royale where we 

took a nice walk which produced lots of Northern Wheatears, Rock Sparrows, Black Redstarts and a pair of 

Iberian Grey Shrike. We also saw a couple of Stone Curlews flying across the field, Booted Eagle, Serin, Linnets 

and Mistle Thrush. We continued driving to Monte Royale where we had fantastic views of Crested Tits, 

Firecrest and Short-toed Treecreeper. Further up in the woodland, we found a nice spot to enjoy our picnic 

lunch followed by a quick check on the Aguilar’s Dam where we found very interesting birds such as Grey 

Heron, Great Cormorant, a distant Osprey and a very close European Kingfisher which we all enjoyed watching 

and photographing!  

 

We then returned to our lodge in Cordovilla de Aguilar in order to take a break, pack our belongings and have 

our last dinner before heading towards Santander airport to catch our evening flight. 

 

We all had a great week in this beautiful part of northern Spain. Its wildlife, landscape, people and villages were 

very interesting and fulfilled our expectations and even more. We were able to learn and practice the second 

most spoken language in the world, Spanish or Castellano, by speaking with native Spanish speakers, while 

making new friends. 

 

GRACIAS A TODOS AMIGOS, GRACIAS MONTAŇA PALENTINA, HASTA SIEMPRE AMIGOS!!!! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

      September 

  Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

1 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   
✓     

✓ 

2 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa   
✓  

✓    

3 Common Quail  Coturnix coturnix   
✓      

4 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   
✓      

5 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus        
✓ 

6 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo   
✓     

✓ 

7 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea  
✓ ✓  

✓  
✓ ✓ 

8 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus        
✓ 

9 European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus     
✓    

10 Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

11 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos     
✓ ✓   

12 Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus     
✓  

✓ ✓ 

13 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   
✓ ✓     

14 Northern Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis   
✓    

✓  

15 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus        
✓ 

16 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus   
✓      

17 Red Kite  Milvus milvus     
✓    

18 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

19 Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus        
✓ 

20 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus       
✓  

21 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus        
✓ 

22 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis        
✓ 

23 Rock Dove  Columba "feral"    
✓     

24 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

25 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto  
✓ ✓      

26 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco  h       

27 Alpine Swift  Tachymarptis melba   
✓  

✓    

28 European Kingfisher Alcedo atthis        
✓ 

29 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius      h   

30 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major     
✓   

✓ 

31 Iberian Green Woodpecker  Picus sharpei  
✓     

✓ ✓ 

32 Eursian Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

33 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus   
✓    

✓  

34 Iberian Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis        
✓ 

35 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius   
✓ ✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ 

36 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica      
✓ ✓ ✓ 

37 Red-billed Chough  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax   
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓  

38 Alpine Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus      h   

39 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula   
✓      

40 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

41 Northern Raven  Corvus corax  
✓ ✓   

✓ ✓ h 

42 Coal Tit  Periparus ater       
✓ ✓ 

43 European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus        
✓ 

44 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus  
✓ ✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

45 Great Tit  Parus major    
✓ ✓    

46 Woodlark  Lullula arborea   
✓  

✓   
✓ 

47 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis     
✓ ✓  

✓ 
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

48 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia        
✓ 

49 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica  
✓ ✓  

✓    

50 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris   
✓  

✓  
✓  

51 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

52 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti   h      

53 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   
✓ ✓     

54 Iberian Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus ibericus       
✓  

55 Western Bonelli's Warbler  Phylloscopus bonelli        
✓ 

56 Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia        h 

57 Melodious Warbler  Hippolais polyglotta     h    

58 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    

59 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis    
✓   

✓  

60 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla      
✓  

✓ 

61 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus        
✓ 

62 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes        
✓ 

63 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea      
✓  

✓ 

64 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla        
✓ 

65 Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor       
✓  

66 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

67 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus     
✓  

✓ ✓ 

68 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata   
✓ ✓     

69 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

70 European Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula hypoleuca   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

71 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

72 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus   
✓     

✓ 

73 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra  
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ 

74 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

75 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe  
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

76 Isabelline Wheatear  Oenanthe isabellae    
✓     

77 White-throated Dipper  Cinclus cinclus   
✓     

✓ 

78 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

79 Rock Sparrow  Petronia petronia     
✓   

✓ 

80 Dunnock  Prunella modularis    
✓   

✓ ✓ 

81 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea        
✓ 

82 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba  
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

83 Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris    
✓ ✓    

84 Water Pipit  Anthus spinoletta      
✓ ✓  

85 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

86 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina  
✓  

✓ ✓  
✓  

87 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis  
✓ ✓  

✓    

88 European Serin  Serinus serinus  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓ 

89 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra        
✓ 

90 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella  
✓ ✓      

91 Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia   
✓      

92 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus   h     
✓ 

Mammals (F = feral/farmed)   
        

1 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris        
✓ 

2 Mediterranean Pine Vole Microtus duodecimcostatus  
✓       

3 Chamois Rupicapra rupicapra       
✓  

4 Iberian Wolf Canis lupus signatus    3     
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

5 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes   
✓ ✓     

6 European Wildcat Felis silvestris silvestris       
✓  

7 Red Deer Cervus elaphus      
✓ ✓  

8 Broom Hare Lepus castoviejoi ✓        

9 European Bison (F) Bison bonasus      
✓   

10 Przewalski's Horse (F) Equus ferus przewalskii      
✓   

Butterflies (C = caterpillar)   
        

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon  C       

2 Large White Pieris brassicae     
✓    

3 Small White Artogeia rapae     
✓  

✓  

4 Bath White Pontia daplidice   
✓      

5 Berger's Clouded Yellow Colias alfacariensis     
✓    

6 Pale Clouded Yellow Colias hyale  
✓     

✓  

7 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea   
✓ ✓ ✓    

8 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni     
✓   

✓ 

9 Wood White Leptidea sinapis   
✓      

10 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas       
✓  

11 Green-underside Blue Glaucopsyche alexis  
✓ ✓   

✓ ✓  

12 Brown Argus Aricia agestis       
✓ ✓ 

13 Mazirine Blue Cyaniris semiargus       
✓  

14 Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus   
✓      

15 Turquoise Blue Plebicula dorylas      
✓   

16 Spanish Chalk-hill Blue Lysandra albicans  
✓ ✓    

✓  

17 Geranium Bronze  Cacyreus marshalli       
✓  

18 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus   
✓    

✓  

19 Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus        
✓ 

20 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui   
✓  

✓  
✓  

21 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta    
✓     

22 Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia       
✓  

23 Lesser Marbled Fritillary Brenthis ino       
✓  

24 Rock Grayling Hipparchia alcyone     
✓    

25 Common Brassy Ringlet Erebia cassioides       
✓  

26 Southern Gatekeeper Pyronia cecilia     
✓    

27 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera   
✓    

✓ ✓ 

28 Large Wall Brown Lasiommata megera   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

29 Oberthür's Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus armoricanus  
✓       

30 Rosy Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus onopordi       
✓  

31 Meadow Brown Maniolajurtina  
✓       

32 Green-veined White Artogeia napi   
✓      

Other Taxa 

Jersey Tiger Moth, Euplagia quadripunctaria Hummingbird Hawkmoth, Macroglossum stellatarum 

Provence Burnet, Zygaena occitanica Blue-winged Grasshopper, Oedipoda caerulescens 

Red-winged Grasshopper, Oedipoda germanica Common Green Grasshopper, Omocestus viridulus 

Great Green Bush Cricket, Tettigonia viridissima Bloody-nosed Beetle, Timarcha tenebricosa 

Ladybird Spider, Eresus sp. Viviparous Lizard, Zootoca vivipara 

 


