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Tour participants: Byron Palacios & Tino Garcia (leaders) with four Naturetrek Clients 

Day 1  Tuesday 6th September 

Stansted – Santander – Cordovilla de Aguilar  

We left England from Stansted Airport and flew to the lovely city port of Santander where we arrived in time in 
the evening. After meeting up with our local guide Tino, we immediately started driving towards the small hamlet 
of Cordovilla de Aguilar leaving the County of Cantabria behind and driving into the very large county of Castilla 
y Leon, Palencia Province, where this charming 12-inhabitants village is located. Here, the lovely and charming 
rural houses – small complex of three Spanish style cottages – provide terrific individual accommodation. We 
retired to bed looking forward to the next day.   

Day 2  Wednesday 7th September 

Cordovilla de Aguilar – Monte Aguilar 

After a restful night and relaxing breakfast, we gathered together outside the cottages ready to start our first day in 
the field. Our morning started with a good introduction of Spanish greetings and a brief conversation which put 
our skills on the language straight to practice! We then started with a nice walk exploring the surroundings of 
Cordovilla de Aguilar under fantastic sunshine and blue skies. We managed to enjoy the first hours of the morning 
by watching many birds around the village such as Black Redstart, Linnets, Cirl Bunting, Black Kite, Spotted 
Flycatcher, Eurasian Nuthatch, Pied Flycatcher, Willow Warbler, and a very close pair of Booted Eagle with a dark 
morph young adult. Down in the fields, we spotted more important species such as Whinchats, Northern Raven, 
Stonechat, Common Buzzard and beautiful butterflies. We bumped into a few orchid species but they were quite 
old flowering wise; also a few Griffon Vultures were spotted soaring in the sky and close by, alongside a Barn 
Swallows, House and Sand Martins, Eurasian Kestrel and others.. We also got to see a few interesting plants and 
butterflies we saw along the walk. The time went by so returned to the lodge in order to have lunch in the lush 
garden of our rural houses.    
 
After lunch and a quick break, we took a short drive towards Monte Aguilar where we spent the rest of the 
afternoon walking along a very nice woodland area (mainly Quercus petrea, Quercus pirenaica) and Pinus nigra) where 
we saw several Pied and Spotted Flycatchers, Long-tailed, Coal, Great and Blue Tits, Short-toed Treecreeper, 
Willow Warbler and the odd Red-rumped Swallows. Some interesting plants and butterflies were also seen along 
the forest’s track. We continued walking till late in the afternoon, making our way back through the other end of 
the woods and along the train track which takes you back to Cordovilla. Back in the cottages, we took a short 
break followed by a useful Spanish session over nice drinks; then it was time to enjoy a delightful local supper 
prepared by Tino’s wife Rosa. 

Day 3  Thursday 8th September 

Montaña Palentina Natural Park (Panporquero – Barruelo forest) 

We woke up to a beautiful morning in Cordovilla de Aguilar, ideal weather to head towards the mountains, higher 
in altitude! So then we drove through the village of Barruelo de Santullàn entering the main reserve through its dirt 
tracks and driving through amazing pristine Pyrenean Oak woodland. Once we reached the tree line, just under 
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2,000 metres above the sea level, we started to walk enjoying the gorgeous surroundings! It was lovely and sunny, 
a bit of a chilly wind but bearable. Lots of birds of prey started to fly around: Griffon Vultures, Buzards, Eurasian 
Kestrel, Short-toed Snake Eagle, both pale and dark morphs of Booted Eagle, Northern Goshawk, just to mention 
a few! Northern Ravens and Carrion Crows did their bit too; the dominant vegetation of scrub of Erica tetralix and 
Erica australis showed plenty of birds flitting around them, such as Hedge Accentors, European Stonechats, 
Skylarks, Whinchats and beautiful White-spotted Bluethroats! We enjoyed walking on this marvellous place which 
completely disconnect you from the world! After this walk, we drove lower down towards a hidden spot which 
turned out to be a shepherd’s shelter, very cute and well equipped with the basics. We had our picnic lunch here 
and we really enjoyed it!  
 
After lunch, we kept going lower in altitude in order to reach the beautiful Barruelo Forest, a pristine woodland 
which combines old beechwood and Pyrenean Oak. We had a nice walk watching plenty of European Pied 
Flycatchers, Eurasian Nuthatch, Short-tied Treecreeper, Coal Tuts, amongst others. We also found some 
Cantabrian Brown Bear tracks along here. 
 
The late afternoon arrived, and we started to drive back to our lodge in order to have a break before catching up 
with some Spanish, checklist and another succulent and delicious dinner cooked by Rosa. 
 

Day 4             Friday 9th September 

Resoba – Cervera de Pisuerga – Salinas de Pisuerga 

A very early start was needed today in order to drive up at dawn to the beautiful area of Resoba. Here, we had a 
good scan around waiting to see large carnivores. It was a chilly morning with some light mist, lots of Red Deer 
bellowed around us as the rutting season was at its peak! We enjoyed scanning the area, looking at the mountains 
and different adjacent valleys from the hill tops! After enjoying this experience, we drove to the small town of 
Cervera de Pisuerga where we enjoyed a very delicious elevenses as a reinforced breakfast! We also got some maps 
and checked out some of the local shops. We then continued our exploration making a stop just at the outskirts 
of Cervera where a very interesting Eremitorio Rupestre de San Vicente, where we enjoyed looking at this place 
and learning the fascinating history behind it! 
 
We continued towards Salinas de Pisuerga where we had our picnic lunch just by the river, taking a nice stroll 
afterwards. We found plenty of Common Chiffchaffs, Willow Warblers, Spotted Flycatchers, White and Grey 
Wagtails, Short-toed Treecreeper, loud Cetti’s Warblers and beautiful White-throated Dipper. After a good walk 
and a very refreshing beer in the local pub, we headed back to Cordovilla in order to take a break and go through 
our Spanish lessons, checklist and a delicious dinner! 

Day 5 Saturday 10th September 

Piedrasluengas – San Salvador de Cantamuda – Lores 

After a comfy breakfast, we set off north taking the road that leads to Potes (Picos de Europa) making a stop along 
the lush valleys in search for wildlife. We arrive to the pass of Piedrasluengas (1,509 metres above the sea level) 
and we found a beautiful European Wildcat hunting in one of the meadows. We were so lucky to get to see him 
for a good half of an hour, it was terrific! We then continued our drive back into the lower valleys, getting to the 
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beautiful Valley of Lores. Here, a nice stroll along this spot located in the heart of the very pristine Montaña 
Palentina Natural Park blew up our minds with the gorgeous landscapes and 360-degree views of the eastern 
Cantabrian Mountains. We took our time admiring the breath-taking scenery, the Picos de Europa in the north, 
the Curavacas Mountain (2,400 metres) right on front of us as well as the Espigüete and Peña Redonda mountains! 
We saw plenty of Griffon Vultures, Northern Raven, Red-billed Chough, Common Buzzard, Eurasian Kestrel, 
amongst others. 
 
After spending a good three hours scanning and walking around this lovely area, we found a lovely spot nearby 
which worked very well to have our picnic lunch! After lunch and a little break, we continue driving along the main 
valley access enjoying interesting butterflies and birds, then eventually getting to the main road and back on track 
on the way home in the mid-afternoon. We arrived to Cordovilla de Aguilar in order to have a nice break before 
another succulent and delicious dinner at the ‘casas rurales’, having enjoyed some Spanish practice and drinks…and 
more and more Spanish “tertulia” beforehand! 

Day 6 Sunday 11th September 

Monte Cildá – Las Loras Geological Reserve – Las Tuerces 

After breakfast, we drove further south to Cordovilla de Aguillar, making a quick stop in Aguilar de Campoo to 
collect some fresh bread, and then heading southeast through the village of Villaescusa de la Torre. We took dirt 
tracks and suddenly we were using our 4x4 full blast to climb to this beautiful view point known as Monte Cildá. 
The place was an old Celtic settlement and remains of the village can be clearly seen around; as soon as we got 
here, plenty of Griffon Vultures were seen on the cliff ledge and others already soaring really close! Booted Eagles 
were also seen flying around alongside a hovering Short-toed Snake Eagle. We also had very close views of Crag 
and House Martins, Barn Swallows and fantastic views of a large group of Alpine Swifts ready to migrate south! 
After having a great time here, we drove back to the main track and continued towards the entrance of the stunning 
Las Loras Geological Reserve, making a stop at the Castle of Gama from where we enjoyed watching very 
interesting butterflies and birds as well as the great views. We then drove to the main area of Las Tuerces Geological 
Reserve where the tall table rocks are located, an ideal spot to enjoy our delicious picnic lunch! After that, we took 
a little trek in the labyrinth-like reserve enjoying the plenty butterflies and birds this area offers. A gorgeous Short-
toed Snake Eagle was the main highlight in this place as she hovered right in front of us at eye level, a truly 
enjoyable spectacle! Interesting butterflies such as Cleopatra, Great Banded Graylings and a handful of blues were 
also great to see! 
 
As the late afternoon was close, we drove back to Cordovilla de Aguilar in order to had a nice break before another 
succulent and delicious dinner cooked by Rosa, and more Spanish practice! 

Day 7 Monday 12th September 

Amaya – Rebolledo de la Torre 

After our usual morning breakfast, we jumped in our van and drove southeast way in order to get to the area of 
Peña Amaya. We made our first stop at a view point located at the very top of the rocky cliffs opposite Peña Amaya 
in order to enjoy good views of this impressive table-like rock formations which once were occupied by Celtic 
villages. After enjoying this, we drove to the place itself where we took a good walk to the heart of the village 
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located right on the top of the mountain, we enjoyed the breath-taking 360 degrees of the surroundings and also 
saw interesting birds such as Northern Wheatear, large flocks of Red-billed Choughs, Griffon Vultures, Linnets, 
Stonechats, Willow Warbler and a soaring female Northern Goshawk! We also saw beautiful butterflies such as 
Continental Swallowtail, Spanish Chalkhill Blue, and many others. A beautiful Bearded Vulture (Lammergeier) flew 
right over our heads. It was a huge surprise to all of us, simply amazing! Once we explored this area, we walked 
back to our van and drove to a nice and secluded spot where we enjoyed our well deserved picnic lunch, followed 
by a little stroll afterwards which produced a beautiful Hen Harrier!  
 
The sun was shining and our short drive from our picnic spot to the village of Rebolledo de la Torre was very 
pleasant, and once we got there, we were greeted by a pair of beautiful Booted and Short-toed Snake Eagles soaring 
above us and then perching on the top of the cliff, this gave us amazing views of this gorgeous pair of powerful 
eagles! We then checked out the very interesting carvings of the village’s Romanesque churches, San Julián and 
Santa Basilisa, and Tino explaining to us all about them. We took a short stroll around the church enjoying the 
surroundings and landscape. After having an enjoyable time and a quick refreshing touch from the village’s water 
fountain, we headed back to our lodge in Cordovilla in order to take the usual well deserved break after a long day 
in the field. Another delicious dinner cooked by Rosa was served at the usual time, alongside lots of Spanish, drinks 
and fun times! 

Day 8 Tuesday 13th September 

Cillamayor – Aguilar de Campoo – Monte Royal – Cordovilla – Santander airport  

After a relaxing start of the morning, we drove a short distance and took a walk on a flat hill top above the village 
of Cillamayor. We had some great birds such as Black Redstart, Rock Sparrows, Northern Wheatear, Woodlarks, 
Eurasian Skylarks, European Stonechat, amongst others. We then drove to Aguilar de Campoo where we enjoyed 
walking around this interesting little town and visiting its Tuesday market day where we admired the delicious local 
produce, alongside a nice coffee at the main plaza. As lunchtime was nearby, we drove a few miles out of Aguilar 
de Campoo in order to have lunch in Monte Royal. We had very interesting birds here such as Crested Tit, Firecrest, 
Red Crossbill, Short-toed Treecreeper and others. After this visit and lunch, we took a little stroll around the 
reservoir, heading to our lodge in Cordovilla to pack our belongings, followed by a delicious early dinner produced 
by the skilled and laborious hands of Rosa! 
 
We left Cordovilla de Aguilar with endless thanks to Rosa for providing amazing food and care during our stay at 
the cottages. We then set off to Santander Airport where we said goodbye to Tino with massive thanks for he’s 
done for us during the week! 
 
It was a wild experience full of interesting walks, extreme 4x4 rides, adventures, great wildlife, inhospitable habitat 
and stunning landscapes; wild were the moments we enjoyed walking and trekking the rough terrain, cheerful and 
happy! And wild was the delicious food we had…unique, authentic…scrumptious! Wild were the funny moments 
of learning the Spanish language, either in very serious mood or in great laughter having fun! All accompanied by 
delicious, wines, cava and beer; great moments that our retinas and minds will keep and remember forever! We 
just got to know a great part of Spain, the Wild Spain, La Montaña Palentina...HASTA SIEMPRE!! 
 
MIL GRACIAS AMIGOS!! 🙏🙏🙏 
TO TIM, TREVOR, RUTH & KATHY 
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Receive our e-newsletter 
Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 
tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
 
Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 
tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Species lists 

Birds (H = Heard only) 

    September 2022 
Common name Scientific name 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos             ✓ 
Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca             ✓ 
Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa         ✓ ✓   
Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis               
Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea     ✓     ✓ ✓ 
Great Egret  Ardea alba             ✓ 
Little Egret  Egretta garzetta             ✓ 
Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Bearded Vulture Gypaetus barbatus           ✓   
Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   
Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus     ✓   ✓     
Northern Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis   ✓           
Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus           ✓   
Red Kite  Milvus milvus     ✓       ✓ 
Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus             ✓ 
Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra             ✓ 
Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus             ✓ 
Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis             ✓ 
Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   ✓ ✓     ✓   
Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus         ✓     
Alpine Swift  Tachymarptis melba         ✓     
Common Swift  Apus apus ✓ ✓           
Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla           ✓   
Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius ✓             
Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major     ✓         
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    September 2022 
Common name Scientific name 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Iberian Green Woodpecker  Picus sharpei   H H         
Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio ✓             
Southern Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis         ✓ ✓   
Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓ 
Red-billed Chough  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax         ✓ ✓   
Carrion Crow  Corvus corone ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Northern Raven  Corvus corax ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   
Coal Tit  Periparus ater ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓ 
European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus             ✓ 
Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Great Tit  Parus major ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Woodlark  Lullula arborea           ✓ ✓ 
Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis         ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Sand Martin  Riparia riparia ✓ ✓     ✓     
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   
Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti     ✓         
Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ 
Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   
Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ 
Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla ✓ ✓     ✓     
Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis ✓ ✓     ✓     
Dartford Warbler  Sylvia undata   ✓ ✓ ✓       
Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla             ✓ 
Goldcrest  Regulus regulus             H 
Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     
Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea ✓ ✓ ✓         
Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla ✓ ✓           
Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor   ✓ ✓     ✓   
Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ 
European Robin  Erithacus rubecula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica   ✓           
European Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula hypoleuca ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus ✓ ✓           
Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush  Monticola saxatilis         ✓     
Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 
White-throated Dipper  Cinclus cinclus   ✓   ✓       
House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ D 
Rock Sparrow  Petronia petronia ✓             
Dunnock  Prunella modularis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       
Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     
White Wagtail  Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
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    September 2022 
Common name Scientific name 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris           ✓   
Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Water Pipit  Anthus spinoletta       ✓       
Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula ✓ H   H       
European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris ✓             
Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
European Serin  Serinus serinus ✓ ✓           
Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia   ✓   ✓       
Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus ✓         ✓   
Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra             ✓ 

 
Mammals 

Common name Scientific name 
Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 
Chamois Rupicapra rupicapra 
European Wildcat Felis silvestris silvestris 
Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 
Red Deer Cervus elaphus 

 
Butterflies 

Common name Scientific name 
Swallowtail Papilio machaon 
Large White Pieris brassicae 
Small White Artogeia rapae 
Bath White Pontia daplidice 
Pale Clouded Yellow Colias hyale 
Clouded Yellow Colias crocea 
Berger's Clouded Yellow  Colias sareptensis 
Mountain Clouded Yellow Colias phicomone 
Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni 
Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra 
Wood White Leptidea sinapis 
Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas 
Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus 
Lang's Short-tailed Blue Leptotes pirithous 
Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus 
Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus 
Escher's Blue Agrodiaetus escheri 
Turquoise Blue Plebicula dorylas 
Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 
Grayling Hipparchia semele 
Tree Grayling Hipparchia statilinus 
Rock Grayling Hipparchia alcyone 
Great Banded Grayling Kanetisa circe 
Common Brassy Ringlet Erebia cassioides 
Piedmont Ringlet Erebia meolans 
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Common name Scientific name 
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria 
Wall Brown Lasiommata megera 
Large Wall Brown Lasiommata maera 
Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae 
Oberthür's Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus armoricanus  
Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris 
Large Skipper Ochlodes venatus 
Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae 
Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages  
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Green Sandpiper 


