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Tour Leader:   Byron Palacios 

 

Participants:   Derek Hardy 

    Liz Hardy 

    Phil Farrer 

    Ann Farrer 

    Paul Weston 

Summary 

We had the chance to explore the beautiful region of Extremadura and its winter birdlife, alongside its superb 

natural landscapes, delicious cuisine and friendly people.  

Day 1 Wednesday 12th January 

London – Madrid – Extremadura 

We left a fairly wet London and our BA flight was 45 minutes late as we were queuing behind other five aircraft 

waiting to take off. We arrived on a very mild and dry Madrid (13°C), sorted out our van pretty quickly, and headed 

to Trujillo. After three and a half hours, we arrived at Casa Rural Las Canteras, where comfy accommodation, and 

great food and wine were waiting for us. After getting to know each other better while dining, we then retired to 

our bedrooms in order to get some rest and start the morning with excitement and lots of energy... 

Day 2 Thursday 13th January 

Las Canteras – Santa Marta de Magasca 

We had a beautiful morning, it was very mysterious as a thin layer of fog covered the fields and meadows. After 

breakfast, we decided to explore some of the property, walking along the farmer’s track, where a pair of Eurasian 

Hoopoes and Spotless Starlings completed the White Stork ‘condo’ they’ve set up on top of the old finca’s church, 

whilst a Marsh Harrier drifted slowly down the creek dip. The birds were even more active as we walked down the 

track and into the steppes, watching the numerous flocks of Goldfinch, Crested Lark, Meadow Pipit, and Spotless 

Starlings, Spanish Sparrows, plus White Wagtail and Black Redstart. Around the boulders, a pair of early Tawny 

Pipits was feeding around, alongside two active pairs of Southern (Iberian) Grey Shrikes. 

 

We walked back to the lodge in order to collect our rucksacks and packed lunches, and we set off to Santa Marta de 

Magasca (via Trujillo) in order to explore the vast steppes around the village. Soon we spotted a large group of 

Great Bustards in one of the fields, having seen them very well as we approached them in the van. More interesting 

birds were found here such as Calandra Lark, Eurasian Lapwing, Crested Lark, Linnet, Little Owl, Corn Bunting, 

Eurasian Kestrel, Red Kite, a single – and early – Black Kite, and super views of two pairs of Black-bellied 

Sandgrouse. Then it was lunch time and we enjoyed a delicious local packed lunch and soup (cocido extremeño), 

whilst watching a beautiful Spanish Imperial Eagle soaring the blue skies, alongside a Common Buzzard and a Red 

Kite. 
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After lunch – and after getting the van out the mud with the valuable help of a local farmer! – we drove back to the 

main road, heading towards our hotel using a back road, and birding en route. We stopped by the road in order to 

check the banks of the River Magasca, where we spotted a pair of European Kingfishers and a very obliging Blue 

Rock Thrush. Once in the hotel, we enjoyed a coffee and watched the bird activity in the garden, followed later by 

supper. 

Day 3 Friday 14th January 

Monfragüe Natural Park 

The morning looked promising from the early sunset, although a heavy mist covered the valley relatively quickly, 

but the bright sun persisted shining over the top. After breakfast, we hit the road towards Plasencia heading north 

through the cork oak and rolling landscapes along the way. At first we spotted a single Common Crane feeding on 

its own. Soon, we noticed a large group on the opposite side of the road – maybe over forty – wandering about! We 

continued along the road noticing that the fog was getting thicker as we were entering into the park. Our first stop 

was at Salto del Gitano (Peña Falcon) where we saw Blackcap, Griffon Vulture, Black Redstart, Firecrest, Iberian 

Chiffchaff and numerous Great and Blue Tits. We decided to get some hot drinks at the local cafe in the village of 

Villareal de San Carlos; a very sensible idea indeed! We took advantage of this break to visit the interpretation 

centres and some of the small local shops.  

 

We then decided to look for birds at our lunch site, and the area produced a bunch of key species such as Monk 

(Black) Vultures, Griffon Vultures, Azure-winged Magpies, Song Thrush, Great Cormorants, and Blue Rock 

Thrush, amongst others. After our picnic lunch, we drove further up the road in order to seek the mysterious 

Eurasian Eagle Owl, but it was very hard to find today. Raven and a fast Peregrine were seen very well here. We 

then drove back to Peña Falcon and saw a few Blackcaps, Blue Tits and Black Redstarts flitting around, alongside 

with some happy Griffon Vultures which were happily soaring in the sky. Later on, we decided that it was time to 

make our way back to the hotel, checking the cork oak fields in case the Common Cranes were still around. We 

found a small group of six, but the noisy traffic made it hard to approach to them. Once in the hotel, we had a 

break before supper and then retired to bed. 

Day 4 Saturday 15th January 

Sierra de Montanchez 

We finished breakfast and headed fifty kilometres south towards Sierra de Montanchez. Famous for producing one 

of the best Iberian jams of the region, the village was a medieval fortress, strategically located over 800 metres 

above the sea level, high enough to survey the whole surroundings. We walked up to the castle ruins, an ideal place 

to get the most amazing views of the Extremadura steppes and mountains, along with some interesting bird species 

such as Blue Rock Thrush, Alpine Accentor, Thekla Lark, Crag Martin, Meadow Pipit, Serin, and Black Redstart, 

amongst others. The area below the castle was also worth exploring as lots of birds were very active. We walked 

down the rocky meadows expecting to see some Black Wheatears around with no luck; instead we saw more Alpine 

Accentor, Thekla Lark, Sardinian Warbler, and a gorgeous pair of Eurasian Eagle Owls roosting on the rocky wall 

beneath the castle base. We enjoyed one of the best views of this beautiful owl ever, thanks to Liz, who spotted it! 

We took a break to enjoy a delicious picnic lunch while watching flocks of active Goldfinch, Serin and House 

Sparrows moving around the trees, followed by a good cup of local coffee at one of the village’s bars.  
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After driving through the very old narrow streets of the village, we started to make our way back towards Trujillo, 

making some birding stops on the way, looking for Black-shoulder Kite and Little Bustards. We stop in a few 

potential places ideal for these wonderful birds, but instead saw interesting birds such as Red Kite, Griffon Vulture, 

Sardinian Warbler, Azure-winged Magpie, Lapwing, Corn Bunting, Stonechat, Raven, and a large group of Golden 

Plovers. We finally arrived at our hotel to enjoy a late afternoon hot drink and, later, another delicious supper! 

Day 5 Sunday 16th January 

Belen Plains – Zorita – Santa Marta de Magasca 

Today, we had a beautiful morning at Las Canteras, and the weather was clear and mist free. We enjoyed our 

breakfast and we drove to the Belen Plains. The area looked good, with lots of activity such as large flock of birds 

which were constantly moving around the track, such as Greenfinch, Spanish Sparrow, Corn Bunting, Meadow 

Pipit, Lapwing, European Golden Plover, Eurasian Hoopoe, Crested Lark, Stonechat, and three Water Pipits. The 

creeks and pools were full of White Storks and a few Grey Herons, with Lapwings everywhere! A few Red Kites 

and Common Buzzards were seen, so was a group of Griffon Vultures and a pair of Black Vultures. We did a loop 

on the muddy tracks which wasn’t easy, but eventually made our way on to the road towards Zorita. We stopped 

just before the village in a lovely picnic area that we found next to a church complex -an ideal site for enjoying our 

delicious local lunch! 

 

We continued through Zorita constantly scanning the fields and steppes around and then continued towards the 

dam of Sierra Brava, where we saw three groups (one large and two small) of Cranes in one of the access tracks, 

heading to the north corner of the lake. Once near the water, we struggled to see all the hundreds of waterfowl 

concentrated in the opposite side of the lake, but we managed to see some Pochard, Teal, Shoveler, Pintail, 

Cormorant, Gadwall, Wigeon, Lesser Black-backed and Black-headed Gulls and Great Crested Grebe, amongst 

others. 

 

We then decided to drive up the steppes around  Santa Marta de Magasca, where we finished the afternoon 

watching more than forty Great Bustards, two groups of Black-bellied Sandgrouse (feeding on the ground amongst 

Golden Plovers), and great views of perched Calandra Larks. With the cold wind of the steppes slowing us down, 

we decided to drive back to the hotel in order to get a cuppa, relaxed and waited for another tasty supper. 

Day 6 Monday 17th January 

Monfragüe National Pak – Arrocampo Dam (Saucedilla) 

We had another beautiful morning around Las Canteras with a picturesque sunrise, and once again, we were 

delighted with the landscape views whilst enjoying our breakfast. We soon got ready and hit the road on the way to 

Monfragüe National Park. A short stop on the way allowed us to get a better approach to the shy but beautiful 

wintering Common Cranes, which were normally roosting in a large dehesa, with neighbouring local acorn-fed 

(cute) pigs. We continued on the road noticing that the mist was less thick than it was on the previous occasion we 

had visited the reserve, certainly good to catch up with some stuff we couldn’t see then.  

 

We made a first stop in the park’s castle (Casa Rural Peña Falcon) and had a good walk around the castle ruins, with 

its nice views of the River Tietar basin.  
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We saw numerous Griffon Vultures and a pair of Black Vultures soaring against the sunlight. A short stop in the 

local bar in Villareal de San Carlos for coffee kept us going, and this was followed by a stop right over the 

hydroelectric dam which produced a bunch of good birds such as Hawfinch, Short-toed Treecreeper, Peregrine 

Falcon and an early Short-toed Eagle. 

 

We decided to have our picnic at Portilla del Tietar, right next to the hide, where a pair of Otters delayed our lunch 

activities by giving us a wonderful show! One of them was actively fishing and swimming right in front of us! A 

colony of relaxed Great Cormorants was pleasantly resting on a massive rock by the river, whilst plenty of Griffon 

Vultures and a Spanish Imperial Eagle were perched on the higher cliffs. What a great lunch spot for everyone!!   

 

After enjoying this place for more than an hour, we continued driving north in order to get near Saucedilla were the 

massive Arocampo Dam is located. A dirt track took us to brand new tarmac which took us around the dam, and 

to the reed beds of the marshes. We had great views of Marsh Harrier, Coot, Moorhen, Iberian Grey Shrike, 

hundreds of Lapwing, Chiffchaff, and good views of a secretive Little Bittern! 

 

We took the motorway towards Trujillo, and after shopping for some local Iberian hams and cheeses, we drove 

back to the hotel to enjoy the very last of Pilar’s delicious suppers together! 

 

Day 7 Tuesday 18th January 

Las Canteras – Madrid airport – London 

We left Las Canteras after an early breakfast in order to arrive at Madrid in time for our flight to London. We 

arrived at Barajas airport in time for our flight. Once in London, we wished all the best to each other and said our 

farewells, after enjoying a fantastic week in the vast Extremadura...!      

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, tour 

reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now 

live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Birds   (H = heard only;  = recorded) 

      January 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1 Great Crested Grebe    Podiceps cristatus            

2 Little Grebe    Tachybaptus ruficollis            

3 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo            

4 Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis            

5 Little Egret    Egretta garzetta            

6 Grey Heron    Ardea cinerea       

7 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus            

8 White Stork    Ciconia ciconia       

9 Mallard    Anas platyrhynchos          

10 Gadwall Anas strepera            

11 Wigeon Anas penelope            

12 Pintail Anas acuta            

13 Shoveler Anas clypeata            

14 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca            

15 Common Pochard    Aythya ferina            

16 Red Kite Milvus milvus        

17 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus              

18 Black Vulture Aegypius monachus          

19 Black Kite Milvus            

20 Marsh Harrier    Circus aeruginosus           

21 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo        

22 Spanish Imperial Eagle Aquila adalberti           

23 Kestrel    Falco tinnunculus         

24 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus     (?)  

25 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus            

26 Eurasian Eagle Owl Bubo bubo       

27 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa   H        

28 Water Rail Rallus aqaticus         H   

29 Moorhen    Gallinula chloropus            

30 Coot    Fulica atra            

31 Common Crane Grus grus H       

32 Great Bustard Otis tarda 22     39     

33 Europe Golden Plover    Pluvialis apricaria           

34 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus       

35 Black-headed Gull    Larus ridibundus           

36 Yellow-headed Gull Larus michahellis       

37 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus            

38 Black-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis           

39 Feral/Rock Dove Columba livia        

40 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus            

41 Collared Dove    Streptopelia decaocto         

42 Little Owl Athene noctua           

43 Kingfisher Alcedo atthis            

44 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla       

45 Hoopoe    Upupa epops         

46 Crested Lark    Galerida cristata        

47 Thekla Lark    Galerida theklae            
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      January 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 

48 Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra           

49 House Martin Delichon urbicum           

50 Crag Martin    Ptyonoprogne rupestris           

51 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris            

52 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis         

53 Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta            

54 White Wagtail    Motacilla alba       

55 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea            

56 Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes            

57 Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris            

58 European Robin Erithacus rubecula           

59 Black Redstart    Phoenicurus ochruros        

60 Stonechat Saxicola torquata             

61 Blue Rock Thrush    Monticola solitarius          

62 Blackbird    Turdus merula        

63 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos            

64 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata H H         

65 Sardinian Warbler    Sylvia melanocephala           

66 Blackcap    Sylvia atricapilla        

67 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita          

68 Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus            

69 Blue Tit    Cyanistes caeruleus        

70 Great Tit    Parus major           

71 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus H      

72 Iberian Grey Shrike    Lanius meridionalis         

73 Spotless Starling    Sturnus unicolor       

74 Jackdaw Corvus monedula         

75 European Jay Garrulus glandarius            

76 Magpie Pica pica       

77 Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica cyana         

78 Carrion Crow Corvus corone       

79 Raven    Corvus corax          

80 Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis          

81 House Sparrow    Passer domesticus       

82 Chaffinch    Fringilla coelebs          

83 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes            

84 Serin    Serinus serinus         

85 Eurasian Siskin Carduelis spinus            

86 Greenfinch    Carduelis chloris         

87 Goldfinch    Carduelis carduelis        

88 Linnet    Carduelis cannabina          

89 Rock Bunting    Emberiza cia            

90 Corn Bunting    Miliaria calandra        

91 Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus H      

Mammals 

Red Fox 

Red Deer 

European Otter 

European Hare 

Other Taxa recorded 

Stripeless Tree Frog  

European Tree Frog 

Marsh Frog 

 

 

 

Stripe-necked Terrapin  

Painted Lady 


