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Tour participants: Javi Elorriaga (leader) and four Naturetrek clients. 

Day 1 Tuesday 14th November 

London - Madrid Barajas Airport – Trujillo 

After flying from the UK, we reached Madrid airport in the early afternoon, where Javi was waiting to welcome 

us. The weather was wonderful with blue sky and 20ºC. We boarded the minibus and, without delay, headed 

towards Trujillo. On the motorway, across Castilla La Mancha and Extremadura, we enjoyed pristine views of 

the Spanish countryside and the first Red Kites and Griffon Vultures of the trip. 

  

We reached Viña Las Torres, our rural accommodation in the outskirts of Trujillo, at dusk. Belen and Juan 

Pedro, the managers, warmly welcomed us and we had some time to relax in our rooms before a welcome drink. 

Next we enjoyed an excellent dinner and reviewed the plans for the forthcoming days exploring Extremadura! 

Day 2 Wednesday 15th November 

Plains around Trujillo, Santa Marta de Magasca and Monroy 

The day broke with fresh blue sky and forecasted mild temperatures. Indeed, some of us comfortably wore 

shorts! 

  

After breakfast we drove past Trujillo and soon afterwards were on a trail to the plains. It didn´t take long until 

we found a group of 14 Great Bustards, which in the morning light offered excellent views through the 

telescope. A flock of 19 Little Bustards flew over the opposite slope but, unfortunately, landed out of sight. Not 

far away, different groups of Pin-tailed and Black-bellied Sandgrouse flew overhead performing their distinctive 

callings and totalling 65 and 5 individuals, respectively. Skylarks and especially Calandra Larks where well 

represented in the area, and we observed both Thekla and Crested Larks. Red Kite, with eight individuals, was 

the most abundant raptor, and a Cinereous Vulture glided with a Griffon Vulture, showing well and allowing 

direct comparison. Iberian Grey Shrike, Hoopoe, Sardinian Warbler, Black Redstart, Corn Bunting, Zitting 

Cisticola and Spotless Starling were equally enjoyed. We had a short walk to enjoy the varied array of birds 

before heading to Santa Marta de Magasca village for a well-deserved coffee. 

  

At our next stop we explored the Magasca River. Here we found Spanish Pond Terrapin, Cirl Bunting, 

Hawfinch, Grey Wagtail and, most remarkably, a pair of adult Golden Eagles soaring and performing aerial 

displays overhead. These magnificent raptors kept us absorbed for a good while. The next highlights came in the 

form of a Little Owl, two Black-bellied Sandgrouse, two groups of Great Bustards totalling 12 and 10 

individuals, and eight Little Bustards. At a medium distance, they all offered good views through the telescope 

thanks to the excellent light. 

  

On our way back to Trujillo we stopped next to a farm to observe a large group of Spanish Sparrows. Next we 

came to a flock of some 150 Common Cranes and managed to read the code of a ringed juvenile, which turned 

out to be of Polish origin. Back at Viña Las Torres we had time to relax before working on the day list over a 

beer, and had an excellent dinner with Spanish red wine.  
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Day 3 Thursday 16th November 

Monfragüe National Park 

The day broke again with nice weather. After breakfast we headed to Monfragüe, the foremost protected area in 

Extremadura. Before entering the national park we had a walk along the edge of the Almonte River. Here we 

found, among others, no less than five Hoopoes, a group of Serins, two Cirl Buntings and a juvenile Blue Rock 

Thrush. 

 

Once in Monfragüe, we had just began to climb the stairs to the castle when we saw a pair of adult Bonelli´s 

Eagles soaring within a group of vultures. At the same time two Great Cormorants flew by. All of a sudden both 

eagles made an impressive vertical dive, which we first thought might be a courtship display. We couldn´t believe 

our eyes when one of the eagles fiercely trapped one of the cormorants! 

 

Atop the castle we admired the stunning scenery over the rolling hills of the national park. Large numbers of 

Griffon Vultures were standing on the surrounding cliffs and gliding at eye-level.   Good views of Cinereous 

Vultures in flight where equally celebrated. To our astonishment, an adult Griffon Vulture chose an antenna on 

the castle as a perch, just a few metres from us, providing unbeatable photographic opportunities! Descending 

the stairs back to the minibus we had good views of two Firecrests. 

  

Our next stop was at El Salto del Gitano cliff (the “gypsy leap”), the most iconic landmark in Monfragüe. Here 

we took our time to enjoy the impressive views of Griffon Vultures and the second Blue Rock Thrush of the 

day. Next we stopped at Villarreal De San Carlos for a coffee, and a picnic lunch at La Tajadilla viewpoint. As 

soon as we left the picnic table a group of Iberian Magpies came to look for food remains.  

 

We continued to La Portilla del Tietar, finding several Red Deer in our way. Once at La Portilla we got 

extraordinary views of both Cinereous and Griffon Vultures again, including a pair mating on their nest. We still 

had to wait some 30 minutes until our main target showed up: a superb adult Spanish Imperial Eagle on its 

favourite perch. We then drove back to our accommodation, enjoying the splendid landscape on the way. 

Day 4 Friday 17th November 

Rice paddies around Madrigalejo and Vegas Altas 

Excellent weather accompanied us again. Today we headed south-east from Trujillo, towards the rice paddies. 

This is a major wintering area for the European population of Cranes. We saw this demonstrated as we reached 

the Madrigalejo area where thousands of Cranes filled the landscape. We explored the region by driving along the 

trails with strategic stops to observe the varied birdlife, which included Common Snipe, Cattle Egret, Red-legged 

Partridge, Common Buzzard, Northern Lapwing, Calandra Lark, Skylark, Zitting Cisticola, Spanish Sparrow, 

Meadow Pipit and Spotless Starling. Restless Red Avadavats and Common Waxbills occupied most of the 

irrigation channels. However, the highlight here was a pair of Hen Harriers foraging together. Before returning 

to the asphalt road we came across a nearby group of six Great Bustards. 

  

After a coffee at Vegas Altas we continued exploring the agricultural landscape, where large groups of Cranes 

kept playing the leading role. Remarkably we found a male Lesser Kestrel, a rare sight in winter. 
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We reached Moheda Alta around midday and had a nice lunch surrounded by Holm Oaks and a carpet of yellow 

Autumn Buttercup flowers. From a bird hide we found two adult Black Storks, a Dartford Warbler, yet another 

striking adult Hen Harrier and the latrine of a Genet.  

 

Next we visited a small pond with abundant Northern Shoveler, Eurasian Teal, Mallard, Pintail, Common 

Pochard, Little Grebe and a single juvenile Flamingo, another scarce species in the region. On our way back to 

Trujillo we were delighted to find two majestic Cinereous Vultures on the ground along the road which offered 

excellent views. 

  

Today we had an earlier end to have some time to rest at the accommodation before visiting the historic centre 

of Trujillo and learn about its relationship to the conquest of the “New World”. Indeed, Trujillo was the home 

town of Francisco Pizarro, conquistador of Peru and the Inca Empire. We completed our day list on a terrace in 

Plaza Mayor, surrounded by historic buildings where Crag Martin were abundant, before having dinner at a local 

restaurant.  

Day 5 Saturday 18th November 

Arrocampo Reservoir – Monfragüe National Park 

We started at the usual time, after a relaxed breakfast, and headed north to Arrocampo Reservoir. We visited the 

two nearest bird hides and saw up to eight Marsh Harriers, five Red Kites, two Kingfishers, a Hoopoe and 

Crested Larks. A magnificent Black-winged Kite flew over the reservoir to land on an electric pole just in front 

of us. We fully enjoyed the views of this scarce species both perched and in hunting flight. Then we searched for 

Bluethroats without success. We had another picnic lunch outdoors with excellent weather and temperatures 

reaching 21ºC.  

 

Next we continued our circular route which included a second round in Monfragüe, in the opposite direction to 

our previous visit. Today the Spanish Imperial Eagle we saw on Thursday at La Portilla del Tietar didn´t want to 

show up, thus we just chilled out and took a seat to enjoy the tranquillity of the area, nice weather and 

spectacular views of Griffon and Cinereous Vultures. We then drove across Monfragüe, enjoying the landscapes 

on our way back to Trujillo. 

   

To conclude the day, Belen surprised us with an original recipe based on local products complemented by 

Spanish red wine. 

Day 6 Sunday 19th November 

The plains of Campo Lugar – Sierra Brava and Alcollarín Reservoirs 

On the last full day of birding in Extremadura the weather kept excellent. We made our first stop in the outskirts 

of Campo Lugar to observe a group of Stone-curlews in full view at their regular roost. The surrounding plains 

where surprisingly quiet, except for the ubiquitous Calandra Larks, Lapwings and Red Kites.  
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Next we visited the Sierra Brava reservoir. We found a remarkable amount of wintering wildfowl and added 

Common Shelduck to the trip list in addition to another unexpected Greater Flamingo. A locally rare Pied 

Wagtail also made a nice surprise. 

  

We then continued to the nearby Alcollarin reservoir where Great Egret, Great Cormorant, Grey Heron, Little 

Egret, Graylag Goose, Northern Shoveler and Egyptian Goose were present in good numbers. A single Spotted 

Redshank, two Ruff, three Greenshanks, Black-winged Stilts and a Kingfisher occupied the edge of the reservoir 

where we had our picnic lunch. Back in the minibus, we heard the characteristic callings of a Long-tailed Tit 

group and waited to see them crossing the trail in front of us.  

 

For the last part of the day we paid a second visit to the plains around, targeting steppe species. It proved to be 

an excellent choice as we saw eight Great Bustards, 14 Little Bustards, 99 Pin-tailed Sandgrouse and four Black-

bellied Sandgrouse, all seen simultaneously in our telescopes. The scene was beautifully enhanced by the warm 

evening light which allowed a detailed study of the different species. We still had time to find a Little Owl before 

returning to our accommodation. 

 

As usual, we had some time to relax in our rooms before meeting in the living room to complete the day list and 

have an excellent dinner.  

Day 7 Monday 20th November 

Arrocampo reservoir – Madrid Barajas Airport – London 

After a relaxed breakfast we said goodbye and thank you to Belen and Pedro, our excellent hosts during the 

week. We took a last look at the Iberian Magpies in the garden of the accommodation before loading luggage 

and heading to Madrid.  

 

We still had a couple of free hours to pay a second visit to the Arrocampo reservoir, which is strategically placed 

close to the highway. A dense mist covered the reservoir where, for the first time in the trip, we experienced 

chilly temperatures. We scanned the edge of the reedbed for Bluethroats, a species which had proved elusive 

during the tour. We found a Penduline Tit instead, but soon after a striking male did show up well! On two 

occasions this remarkably obliging individual approached us to within a few metres, for our delight. Similarly, a 

Western (previously called Purple) Swamphen, which we had just managed to hear so far, performed briefly but 

close between the reeds. Satisfied with these two last-minute highlights, we had a coffee break before continuing 

to Madrid. On the way, we still had time to add a remarkable species to the trip list: a White Stork standing on its 

nest. 

 

We reached Barajas Airport at noon and said our thanks and farewells to Javi before catching our flight back to 

the UK, where a much-enjoyed Naturetrek trip ended. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      November 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser             

2 Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus             

3 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna              

4 Gadwall  Mareca strepera              

5 Eurasian Wigeon  Mareca penelope              

6 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos         

7 Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata            

8 Northern Pintail  Anas acuta              

9 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca            

10 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina              

11 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa            

12 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis            

13 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus              

14 Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis              

15 White Stork Ciconia ciconia             

16 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra             

17 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis           

18 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea          

19 Great Egret  Ardea alba            

20 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta           

21 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo         

22 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber             

23 Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus              

24 Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus        

25 Cinereous Vulture  Aegypius monachus          

26 Spanish Imperial Eagle  Aquila adalberti              

27 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos              

28 Bonelli's Eagle  Aquila fasciata              

29 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus             

30 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus         

31 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus              

32 Red Kite  Milvus milvus         

33 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo          

34 Great Bustard  Otis tarda            

35 Little Bustard  Tetrax tetrax             

36 Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus       H H   H 

37 Western (Purple) Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio         H   

38 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus         

39 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra          

40 Common Crane  Grus grus        

41 Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus              

42 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus             

43 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus        

44 Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius              

45 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago           

46 Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus              

47 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia           
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

48 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus             

49 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos            

50 Ruff  Calidris pugnax              

51 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus          

52 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis            

53 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus             

54 Pin-tailed Sandgrouse  Pterocles alchata             

55 Black-bellied Sandgrouse  Pterocles orientalis             

56 Rock Dove (Feral type) Columba livia           

57 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus             

58 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto        

59 Little Owl  Athene noctua             

60 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis           

61 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops        

62 Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni              

63 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus        

64 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus              

65 Southern Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis        

66 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius             

67 Iberian Magpie  Cyanopica cooki        

68 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica        

69 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula           

70 Northern Raven  Corvus corax           

71 European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus         H     

72 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus            

73 Great Tit  Parus major             

74 Eurasian Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus             

75 Woodlark  Lullula arborea              

76 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis            

77 Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae           

78 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata         

79 Calandra Lark  Melanocorypha calandra            

80 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris          

81 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti          

82 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus             

83 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita        

84 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis       H     

85 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla       


86 Dartford Warbler  Sylvia undata         H   

87 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala        

88 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla              

89 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes             

90 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla           H   

91 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris        

92 Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor        

93 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula        

94 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos            

95 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus            

96 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris               

97 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula        

98 Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica             
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

99 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros        

100 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius              

101 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola        

102 Black Wheatear  Oenanthe leucura               

103 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus        

104 Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis            

105 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus              

106 Common Waxbill  Estrilda astrild           

107 Red Avadavat Amandava amandava             

108 Dunnock  Prunella modularis              

109 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea         

110 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba alba        

110a Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrelli             

111 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis         

112 Water Pipit  Anthus spinoletta              

113 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs        

114 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes              

115 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris           

116 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina        

117 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis            

118 European Serin  Serinus serinus              

119 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra         

120 Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia             

121 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus            

Mammals 

Red Fox, Vulpes vulpes Rabbit, Oryctolagus cuniculus 

Red Deer, Cervus elaphus Egyptian Mongoose, Herpestes ichneumon 

Butterflies 

Small White, Artogeia rapae Clouded Yellow, Colias croceus 

Red Admiral, Vanessa atalanta  

Reptiles & Amphibians 

Spanish Pond Terrapin, Mauremis leprosa  

Naturetrek Facebook 
We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

Trujillo 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

