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Tour participants: Pete Stevens and John Willsher (Leaders) with eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Thursday 14th February 

After a slightly late flight from Heathrow the group arrived on a sunny Madrid day. We picked up our vehicles 

and headed off through lunchtime traffic south towards Trujillo.  On route we saw several Red Kites hunting 

near the motorway, colourful in the bright Spanish light, our first White Storks - always a delight - and numerous 

Eurasian Magpies. We stopped for refreshments at a 'very Spanish' service station indulging in the excellent 

coffee and marvelling at the large number of hams hanging over the bar. 

 

As we approached Trujillo the sun was dropping low in the sky and about two hundred Common Cranes 

crossed the road high over our heads and frustratingly distant. We arrived at the Hotel Vina la Torres, white and 

moorish in design, set against a wooded hillside looking out towards the old town of Trujillo, just as the sun was 

setting. After we had all settled into our rooms we gathered in the guests living room for some welcome drinks 

before our evening meal. 

Day 2 Friday 15th February 

Today started off cool but soon warmed up.  While Pete and John went off to buy picnic provisions in Trujillo 

the rest of the group explored a local park.  Here a pond provided some fine views of six Little Ringed Plovers 

and a few Black-winged Stilt, while Cetti's Warblers sang from the sedge beds. We were all surprised to see Barn 

Swallow already on site and House Martins nest building in Trujillo. 

 

Driving north then over the plains of Santa Marta de Magasca we passed through Dehesa - a lightly wooded 

habitat confined to Southern Spain.  Here Woodlarks could be heard singing and as we listened to the fluty tones 

a Hoopoe flew past.  Where the landscape opened up Red Kites were getting up into the sky and flocks of 

Calandra Larks flew back and forth.  In one small tree a large number of Spanish Sparrows were in company 

with a small group of Rock Sparrows.  After a picnic lunch beside the Tamuja River we had sightings of two 

Cinereous Vultures and a Bonelli's Eagle. 

 

Next we moved on to the Plains of Monroy. After seeing over twenty Griffon Vultures, a further Cinereous 

Vulture, plus a total of five butterfly species, on the way home John spotted three Great Bustards at the edge of a 

large field beside the road we all got some lovely views in good light, making for a great end to the day. 

Day 3 Saturday 16th February 

Just as we were leaving the hotel the next day we were treated to a flock of Iberian Magpies bouncing around 

small trees nearby, then briefly a Southern Grey Shrike. A short stop to get fresh bread and we set off towards 

the famous Monfrague National Park. Driving through an extensive area of mature dehesa we spotted a large 

flock of Common Crane.  They were a bit distant but shortly afterwards we got good views of a group of three 

much closer, including one previous year’s young. 

 

We stopped at the Rio Almonte and straight away a Zitting Cisticola popped up close to the vehicles. It was 

quite confiding and some members of the group made good use of their cameras and phones!  Crag Martins and 
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House Martins were hawking over the river. Then we saw the first vultures of the day 'kettling' up over the 

adjacent hillside. Eventually about sixty Griffon Vultures joined the rising group plus six Cinereous Vultures. 

 

In Monfragüe Pete and John dropped the group off near the hilltop Monfragüe Castle, a 9th century moorish 

fort that changed hands several times over the centuries and now provides an interesting 360 degree viewpoint 

across the landscape.  After parking up Pete and John joined the rest who were already enthralled by eye-level 

views of Griffon Vultures. One of the group, Martin, spotted a distant Peregrine hanging in the breeze, before 

we left for a coffee in the small village of Villa Real de San Carlos.  We then headed off to a picnic site at La 

Tajadilla where we enjoyed our lunch with Iberian Magpies in the trees around us and vultures soaring overhead.  

The banks of the road produced Small White, Wall Brown and a Cleopatra butterfly and in the trees hundreds of 

honey bees were buzzing. A short stroll to the Tajo and Tietar Dam helped the lunch down before we drove 

back to search the cliffs and rocky slopes of Salto de El Gitano (Gypsy Fall).  The sky here was full of Griffon 

Vultures.  A Blue Rock Thrush sat up proudly on a pinnacle below us and eventually we managed to get some 

good views of a pair of Rock Buntings. On the way home we had a couple of short stops for Common Cranes. 

Day 4 Sunday 17th February 

Sunday was another fine day, starting cool and warming up throughout the day.  Today we drove south towards 

the village of Zorita, crossing large fields supporting Lapwing and Golden Plover and quartered by Hen Harriers.  

Just after Zorita we stopped at the Embalse Alcollarin, a large body of water and a small body separated by dry 

grassland with some wet areas and surrounded by rolling hills and areas of woodland.  This mix of habitats 

produced a tremendous variety of birds, from the huge flock of dabbling Shovelers and smaller numbers of 

other waterfowl, to waders, egrets and gulls.  Around the edges we saw Western Marsh Harriers, Red Kites and a 

Sparrowhawk. In bushes and bramble scrub there were flocks of Spanish Sparrow and Sardinian Warblers, Cetti's 

Warbler called and Stonechats flitted up and down. Here we saw three Hoopoes, two of which perched in a tree 

to allow us good views. 

 

Dragging ourselves away from this fine site we made for the plains of Campo Lugar where the sky was full of 

skein upon skein of Common Cranes. We saw groups of both Great Bustard and Little Bustard and two 

Cinereous Vultures standing in a field only about 150 metres from the quiet road that crosses the plains.  

Embalse de Sierra Brava was our next stop, to where the Shovelers had decamped from the previous reservoir 

and were joined among other birds by dozens of Great Crested Grebes. We found a spot for lunch and were 

treated to the magical sound and sight of cranes passing over our heads.  In the afternoon we made a short foray 

up a track where a Brown Hare was showing through the trees and where a few of us saw a Woodchat Shrike, 

before moving on to investigate the rice fields and ditches on the lower part of the plains. These mainly 

supported Lapwing  and White Wagtails but did give us a good view of a Cetti's Warbler, usually a skulking bird.  

Then, as we were about to move on, Liz spotted a Great Bustard on the track.  It then flew up followed by 

seventeen other birds that landed in a field in full view.  We made our way back towards Trujillo spotting cranes, 

vultures, Common Buzzards and Red Kites on the way back. 

Day 5 Monday 18th February 

Today we travelled only a relatively short distance past Trujillo and through the narrow winding streets of Belen 

to the rolling plains beyond.  Almost immediately on leaving Belen we saw our first Cattle Egret of the trip - later 
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when we stopped to fuel up the vehicles we saw a group over twenty. On the plains Calandra Lark were 

abundant and we got good views both perched and in flight. Chris was then complimented by the group when 

she spotted a bird shaped rock that turned into a Little Owl! We explored a small track leading south where a 

flock of Spanish Sparrows perched on brambles and low bushes. Then John spotted a Great Spotted Cuckoo, a 

very early summer visitor.  After watching it move from bush to bush, eventually we all gained a fine view of this 

handsome bird.  

Turning the vehicles around to return to the main road the group in the front van were lucky to spot two Stone 

Curlews fly up and disappear behind a stand of Broom.  Back to the crossroads we crossed over the road onto a 

rough track through fields and into an area of dehesa.  On a small pond two Mallard flew up and there was a 

Green Sandpiper feeding at the edge.  Just a little way further and we saw Egyptian Vultures slowly rising up and 

in the distance a flock of Common Cranes feeding among the trees. Reaching the quiet town of Torrecilla we 

took advantage of a small cafe for coffee and a comfort break. Then we moved down the street to a small 

deserted park and children's play area, where we made our picnic and watched Griffon and Cinereous Vulture 

overhead and at least ten Humming-bird Hawk-moths zipping flower to flower. 

 

Early back to the hotel, some of the group explored the surrounding countryside while a small number headed 

off to see the old town and castle of Trujillo. While those who stayed got close up with Iberian Magpies and 

Sardinian Warblers. The visitors to Trujillo were treated to a stunning view from the hilltop castle, a smart male 

Black Redstart in the castle, Crag Martins and House Martins flying around their heads and some distant Lesser 

Kestrels. Here we identified our first Painted Lady Butterfly of the trip, several other 'probables' having eluded 

us flying quickly in the warmth of the day. 

Day 6 Tuesday 19th February 

On our last full day in the field we drove a short distance up the motorway towards Madrid then turned off to 

the village of Saucidilla.  Here we entered the Arrocampa Marshland Bird Reserve. It was still cool and a little 

misty over the water, but shortly after alighting from the vehicles the first of three Western Swamphens was 

seen.  These large purple waterside birds with their red bill, long red legs and huge feet are a special sight and 

shortly we saw two more, both close by.  A minute or two later a Penduline Tit was spotted, which eluded some 

of the group but then another popped up from the sedge in front of us.  It soon moved across the water some 

thirty metres away but stood up providing great views in the brightening morning light. 

 

We moved on up the track to a hide passing a group of bird ringers on the way, and after a quick look round we 

came back and watched them measuring and weighing their catch of, mainly, Chiff-Chaffs and a couple of Cetti's 

Warblers.  On to another hide we picked up a distant Western Osprey. A small number Great Egrets were 

perched or in flight.  Marsh Harrier quartered the swamps and a Cinereous Vulture flew low over us while a 

Common Sandpiper rested on a low wall above the water. 

 

After a coffee in the village we moved on, stopping occasionally to scan the open woodland, to Portilla de Tietar 

where we were very fortunate to see Otter and a Red-rumped Swallow. We found a nice spot to spread out our 

picnic overlooking the Reservoir, and during lunch we spotted an Imperial Eagle mobbing Griffon Vultures.  

After lunch we gradually moved on returning towards Gypsy Fall. At one stop there was a flock of some thirty 

Hawfinch and a female Red Deer, then shortly afterwards two Roe Deer. Gypsy Fall enthralled us again with its 
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close ups off Griffon Vulture and we picked out a number of Black Redstarts on the slopes before taking the 

road home. 

Day 7 Wednesday 20th February 

Our last day and the trip back to Madrid was broken up by a short trip back to the Arrocampo Bird Reserve, 

where again we saw Western Swamphen and Marsh Harrier among other birds. We found a service area with a 

restaurant and we all had coffee and a bocadillo, a type of crusty bread sandwich of various sorts. On the way to 

Madrid Red Kites were commonly seen along with one Common Crane.  

 

At the airport we said goodbye to Martin who was taking a later flight and then all gathered together again at the 

flight gate before taking the plane back to Heathrow and ending a memorable holiday in this wildlife-rich part of 

Spain.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

Griffon Vulture 
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

      February 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

1 Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus       2       

2 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna       10       

3 Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata       2000       

4 Gadwall  Mareca strepera       50       

5 Eurasian Wigeon  Mareca penelope       26       

6 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

7 Northern Pintail  Anas acuta       2       

8 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca       15       

9 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula       ✓       

10 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa   2 1     h   

11 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   4   36 1 1   

12 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus       90       

13 Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis       3       

14 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

15 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis       24   30 30 

16 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 1 1 6 1 1 2   

17 Great Egret  Ardea alba       10   3   

18 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta       2   1   

19 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   1 5 36 1 ✓ ✓ 

20 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus           1   

21 Egyptian Vulture  Neophron percnopterus     2   1 1   

22 Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus   20 100 12 4 50 8 

23 Cinereous Vulture  Aegypius monachus   3 6 6 1 1   

24 Spanish Imperial Eagle  Aquila adalberti           1   

25 Bonelli's Eagle  Aquila fasciata   1           

26 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus       1       

27 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus       7   2 2 

28 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus       2   1   

29 Red Kite  Milvus milvus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

30 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   4 3 5 2 2 3 

31 Great Bustard  Otis tarda   3   28       

32 Little Bustard  Tetrax tetrax       16       

33 Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus           1 h 

34 Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio           3 1 

35 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus   ✓       1   

36 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra   ✓   100   1 1 

37 Common Crane  Grus grus     180 1000 ✓ ✓ 1 

38 Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus         2     

39 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus   ✓           

40 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

41 European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria   ✓   120       

42 Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius   6           

43 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus       3 1 1   

44 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   1 1 1   2   

45 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

46 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus       30       

47 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 



Spain - Extremadura in Winter  Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek     March 19 
 

      February 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

48 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

49 Great Spotted Cuckoo  Clamator glandarius         1     

50 Little Owl  Athene noctua         1     

51 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis       1   1   

52 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops   1 1 4 6 3 2 

53 Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni   5   3 6 2   

54 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   1 1 3 1 1   

55 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus     2         

56 Southern Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis   6 2 4 15 3 1 

57 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator       1       

58 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius           1   

59 Iberian Magpie  Cyanopica cooki   4 25 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

60 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

61 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 36 

62 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

63 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   2 4 3       

64 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

65 Great Tit  Parus major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

66 Eurasian Penduline Tit  Remiz pendulinus           2   

67 Woodlark  Lullula arborea   h 1         

68 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   ✓           

69 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

70 Calandra Lark  Melanocorypha calandra   ✓   ✓ ✓     

71 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

72 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

73 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

74 Common Sand martin Riparia riparia           6   

75 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica     1     2   

76 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti   h h 1   1 h 

77 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus     ✓     ✓   

78 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   2 2 2 1 10 2 

79 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis     1 2   1   

80 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   2 2 1 1   1 

81 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala   h h h 1 1   

82 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes     h     h   

83 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea           1   

84 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla         1     

85 Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

86 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

87 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   ✓ ✓ ✓ 1 6   

88 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus           2   

89 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

90 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros   ✓ ✓   1 4   

91 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius     1         

92 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

93 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

94 Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

95 Rock Sparrow  Petronia petronia   3           

96 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   1   2       

97 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

98 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
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      February 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

99 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

100 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes           30   

101 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris     1   1     

102 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   ✓   ✓ ✓     

103 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

104 European Serin  Serinus serinus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

105 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra   120 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

106 Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia     2         

107 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus       1       

Mammals 

Red Fox,  Vulpes vulpes Badger,  Meles meles 

Iberian Hare,  Lepus granatensis Rabbit,  Orytolagus cuniculus 

Red Deer,  Cervus elaphus Roe Deer,  Capreolus capreolus 

Wild Boar,  Sus scrofa Iberian Mole,  Talpa iberica 

Otter,  Lutra lutra Bat sp.,  Chiroptera sp. 

Stone Marten,  Martes foina  

Butterflies 

Green-veined White, Euchloe belemia Large White, Pieris brassicae 

Small White, Artogeia rapae Wall Brown, Lasiommata megera 

Clouded Yellow, Colias crocea Red Admiral, Vanessa atalanta 

Small Heath, Coenonympha pamphilus Painted Lady, Cynthia cardui 

Small Copper, Lycaena phlaeas  

Other Invertebrates 

Humming-bird Hawkmoth, Macroglossum stellatarum Grass Processionary Moth, Thaumetopeia herculeana 

Honey Bee, Apis mellifera White-tailed Bumbleebee sp., Bombus sp. 

Reptiles and Amphibians 

European Marsh Frog, Rana ribunda Stripeless Tree Frog, Hyla meridionalis 

Natterjack, Bufo calamita European Pond Terrapin, Emys orbicularis 

 

Trujillo 


