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Tour Participants:    Laura Benito  Tour Leader 

Julian Gayarre  Tour Leader 

14 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Monday 22nd December 

London-Madrid-Trujillo  

At 3.10pm our flight arrived on time at Adolfo Suárez Barajas Airport, Madrid where Laura and Julian were 

waiting for us. After introductions, we started our road journey to Trujillo. 

 

Being Christmas time, traffic was very busy in Madrid and we could not avoid some traffic jams before leaving 

the city. After three hours driving we suddenly discovered Trujillo´s castle silhouetted against the horizon, 

announcing that our journey was coming to an end. 

 

We finally arrived at Viñas Las Torres, a family-run hotel located in the middle of the Sierra de Los Lagares and 

only 10 kilometres from Trujillo, where Juan Pedro and Belen, the hotel owners, were waiting to welcome us. 

After leaving the luggage in our rooms, we enjoyed a delicious dinner and started talking about our plans for the 

days ahead. 

Day 2 Tuesday 23rd December 

San Marta de Magasca to Magasca river; Llanos de Monroy   

Our first day in Extremadura dawned sunny with the promise of good weather. After an early and generous 

breakfast we left the hotel and drove to Santa Marta de Magasca; a perfect area for steppe birds such as Great 

and Little Bustards. On the way we saw Lapwing, Azure-winged Magpie and Spotless Starling.  

 

Our first stop was 10 kilometres from Santa María in an area of meadow and open fields. After scanning with the 

telescope we spotted a group of Little Bustards, and also a group of Golden Plover eating quietly in the fields 

close to the bustards. 

 

When everyone had seen the Little Bustards we started walking along the road, enjoying the larks that were 

singing and flying around us. We saw Crested and Thekla Larks and compared their differences: beak length and 

coloration. We also saw Meadow Pipit, Greenfinch, Corn Bunting and Spanish Sparrow - birds which live in 

Extremadura the whole year. 

 

We continued our trip, stopping in another steppe area some kilometres away from the first and perfect habitat 

for Great Bustard. While driving to this stop we saw a fox trotting calmly in the fields, probably going to its den 

after having had a good breakfast. From the road we spotted a group of Great Bustards in the distance, so we 

moved for a better view and started to scan the terrain. We re-found the group of calm Great Bustards in a field 

on the horizon; always elusive and ready to fly off when detecting human presence. We were completely 

delighted at seeing these beautiful and great birds. Then we started to hear the bubbling calls of Black-bellied 

Sandgrouse. We scanned our surroundings and managed to discover them! A group of seven or eight birds 

similar to partridges were eating just in front of us. When we finally decided to move on we heard another 
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grating call. This time it was a group of Pin-tailed Sandgrouse flying restlessly to and fro in a field close to us. 

They finally alighted and we watched them through the telescopes: beautiful birds! In this area we also had good 

sightings of other species including Red Kite, Griffon Vulture, Calandra Lark and Common Buzzard. 

 

Apart from being an extraordinary place for birdwatching, Extremadura has a wonderful landscape and being 

there makes you feel nice and peaceful! During our second day we also enjoyed sightings including a Golden 

Eagle overflying our pinic site, Iberian Grey Shrike, Hoopoe, Serin, Goldfinch and Little Owl. 

Day 3 Wednesday 24th December 

Monfragüe National Park: Monfragüe Castille; Salto del Gitano; Portilla del Tietar  

Today we had an early start because we were visiting the Natural Park of Monfragüe and wanted to arrive there 

as early as possible. 

 

We arrived at the Park at daybreak and were surprised that everything was covered by fog!  First we walked up to 

Monfragüe Castle; a fortress built in 811. From the castle we had a splendid view of the park. We also enjoyed 

the flight of more than a hundred Griffon Vultures passing quite close to our heads. There were some Cinereous 

(Black) Vultures among them: the biggest bird of prey in Europe weighing 14 kilograms and with a wingspan of 

285 centimetres - spectacular! We also saw Rock Buntings; shyly showing themselves on the castle walls. 

 

Next we continued to one of the most incredible and photographed landscapes in Monfragüe Natural Park: Peña 

Falcón, also known as El salto del Gitano. This fantastic rocky outcrop, close to the banks of the River Tajo, is 

an important place used by many bird species for perching or nesting including Griffon Vulture, Black Vulture, 

Peregrine Falcon and Spanish Imperial Eagle. It was a great spectacle watching more than a hundred vultures 

over this crag; mainly Griffon Vultures but there were also some Black Vultures too. We also had good views of 

Blue Rock Thrush quite close to the viewpoint, and Blue Tit, Great Tit and Short-toed Treecreeper flying 

restlessly from one tree to another. 

 

Our next stop was at the Mirador of La Portilla del Tiétar, another incredible rocky outcrop in the eastern area of 

the park. We had a great surprise finding a three year old Spanish Imperial Eagle alighted on one of the rocky 

overhangs! 

 

At our picnic site we enjoyed a group of noisy and funny Iberian Magpies. We also watched a fantastic pair of 

Bonelli´s Eagles flying over our heads - what a special moment! Sardinian Warbler, Blackcap and Chaffinch were 

other species seen. It had been a great day despite our earlier worries due to the fog. 

 

On our way back to the hotel we saw groups of female Red Deer and some stags, calmly eating in the fields. 

Another wonderful day came to an end. 
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Day 4 Thursday 25th December 

Campo Lugar rice fields (Madrigalejo); Sierra Brava; Zorita 

Today was Christmas Day and we started with a pre-breakfast walk in the surroundings of Viña Las Torres. 

At daybreak, some of the birds singing to announce a new day included Robin, Greenfinch, Serin and 

Chaffinch. 

 

After breakfast we went to Campo Lugar rice fields with the main aim of seeing cranes. En route we 

spotted a group of Great Bustard against the horizon. We also saw a Little Owl camouflaged in the rocks, 

and big groups of Spotless Starlings in flight - a great spectacle! At another stop at a river bank we saw a 

group of shy and well camouflaged Stone Curlew. 

 

The extensive rice fields contained plenty of water and food for hundreds of Common Cranes and Greylag 

Geese coming from Northern Europe. These birds spend the winter in this area with Green Sandpipers, 

Zitting Cisticola (Fan-tailed Warblers), Red Avadavats and Common Waxbills. It was also a good place for 

birds of prey: Red Kite, Marsh Harrier and Common Buzzard. 

 

On our way to Sierra Brava reservoir we saw a Black-winged Kite in the top of a holm oak. We had our 

picnic close to the reservoir where we found large groups of Shoveler, Coot, Gadwall, Wigeon and Mallard - 

lovely sights enjoyed whilst eating and drinking local cheese, ham and wine.  

 

We ended our day walking in the meadows of Zorita where, with lucky and patience, we saw Iberian Hares. 

We then returned to our hotel. 

 

In the evening we went to Hotel León restaurant in Trujillo where we enjoyed a very special and fantastic 

Christmas dinner. 

Day 5 Friday 26th December 

Arrocampo; Serrejón; Monfragüe 

The day dawned clear in Trujillo but when we arrived at Arrocampo reservoir it was really foggy! We asked local 

people about the weather and they told us that when a day starts like this, it takes some hours to clear: we 

decided to have a coffee and think about plan B. 

 

Trying to find clear skies, we went to La Portilla del Tiétar viewpoint a few kilometres from Saucedilla. Suddenly 

we spotted the magnificent silhouette of a Spanish Imperial Eagle on one of the rocky overhangs among his 

noisy and annoying vulture neighbours. Hundreds of Griffon and some Black Vultures where overflying the rock 

and other were alighted, preparing their future nests. 

 

Next we returned to Arrocampo reservoir, a Special Protection Area. This 687 hectare artificial reservoir is home 

to an important variety of species. It is one of the places in Extremadura where you can see Purple Swanphen - 

and we did! Sightings also included Coot, Water Rail and Common Snipe. We located a Penduline Tit by its song 

and we watched him nervously flying through the rushes, collecting materials for building his new nest. Our final 
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reward was to see a Bluethroat: some spend the winter in the south of Spain before migrating north to their 

breeding areas. 

 

After lunch we stopped in a dehesa Mediterranean forest formed by Holm Cork Oaks and Portuguese Oaks. 

This is a landscape modelled by man due to the exploitation of trees for timber and cork extraction, and for 

cattle feeding, which has generated green pastures with several isolated trees: the dehesa landscape. 

 

Finally, in La Portilla del Tiétar, we again saw Spanish Imperial Eagles: a pair this time flying over the viewpoint. 

With evening approaching and the daylight decreasing, we heard a female Eagle Owl calling. Thanks to its song 

we found it hidden in an old Holm Oak. In the last light of the day she took off and flew towards the crags. We 

had enjoyed really good views of the owl, and were delighted when a male Eagle Owl also appeared! For bird 

lovers, this was a great reward to end a birdwatching day and return to the hotel with very nice memories. 

Day 6 Saturday 27th December 

Montánchez; Merida; Miajadas  

Our last full day in Extremadura was windy with lower temperatures than on previous days. After enjoying a 

really nice breakfast we went to Montánchez, the highest town in Cáceres at 705 metres and renowned for its 

castle and ham! 

 

A walk around the castle, in the highest part of the town, gave us magnificent views of the beautiful landscape 

full of dehesas and agricultural lands. Here we found Alpine Accentor, a bird which usually lives in high 

mountain areas but in winter can also be found at lower altitudes - which is exactly what happened today. Other 

species seen in the castle surroundings included Linnet, Sardinian Warbler, Blackcap, Serin and Greenfinch. 

 

After a coffee in the town square we went to Mérida, in the province of Badajoz. Mérida is a beautiful city, 

famous for its historical sites, especially its Roman bridge which is one of the longest and best preserved. We 

place our telescopes on the bridge over the Guadiana river to scan for new species. Finally a Little Bittern 

appeared: first the female seen with explosive, short flight which revealed its location; and then the male, deeply 

hidden among the rushes. We enjoyed lovely sightings of both! 

 

The rest of the day passed calmly with a picnic in the fields and a walk along the river bank in our way back to 

Trujillo. Back at the hotel we had sufficient time to rest, start packing our bags and have our last dinner 

accompanied by tour anecdotes. 

Day 7 Sunday 28th December 

Today we had a peaceful breakfast, finished packing our bags, and went for a short walk before leaving the hotel. 

 

We said goodbye to our generous hosts and started our road journey to Madrid. On our way we spotted Iberian 

Magpie, Red Kite, Raven and other species seen on previous days which flew over our minibuses, saying 

goodbye to us. We all have really good memories of this special Christmas Holiday in Extremadura! 

 

Thank you all for sharing these special dates, your good humour and your enthusiasm! 
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Species Lists 

Birds (= recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      December 

  Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 

1 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa           

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser            

3 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna            

4 Gadwall  Anas strepera            

5 Eurasian Wigeon  Anas penelope            

6 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos          

7 Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata            

8 Northern Pintail  Anas acuta            

9 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca            

10 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis          

11 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus            

12 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia        

13 Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus            

14 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis          

15 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea        

16 Great Egret  Ardea alba           

17 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta          

18 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo         

19 Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus           

20 Red Kite  Milvus milvus       

21 Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus         

22 Cinereous Vulture  Aegypius monachus         

23 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus        

24 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo        

25 Spanish Imperial Eagle  Aquila adalberti            

26 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos            

27 Bonelli's Eagle  Aquila fasciata            

28 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus        

29 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus          

30 Great Bustard  Otis tarda           

31 Little Bustard  Tetrax tetrax            

32 Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus       H     

33 Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio           

34 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus          

35 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra          

36 Common Crane  Grus grus         

37 Eurasian Stone Curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus            

38 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus        

39 European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria           

40 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago           

41 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus           

42 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus         

43 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus          

44 Pin-tailed Sandgrouse  Pterocles alchata            

45 Black-bellied Sandgrouse  Pterocles orientalis            

46 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia        

47 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus        
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      December 

  Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 

48 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto        

49 Eurasian Eagle-Owl  Bubo bubo            

50 Little Owl  Athene noctua           

51 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis          

52 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops        

53 European Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis            

54 Southern Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis        

55 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius            

56 Iberian Magpie  Cyanopica cooki       

57 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica        

58 Red-billed Chough  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax            

59 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula          

60 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone         

61 Northern Raven  Corvus corax        

62 Coal Tit  Periparus ater            

63 Great Tit  Parus major        

64 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus        

65 Eurasian Penduline Tit  Remiz pendulinus            

66 Calandra Lark  Melanocorypha calandra           

67 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata        

68 Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae            

69 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris            

70 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti      H H   

71 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus            

72 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita        

73 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis          

74 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla        

75 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala         

76 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla            

77 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea         H   

78 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla     H     

79 Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor        

80 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula        

81 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos           

82 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus           

83 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula         

84 Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica            

85 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros        

86 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola        

87 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius          

88 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus        

89 Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis          

90 Common Waxbill  Estrilda astrild           

91 Red Avadavat  Amandava amandava           

92 Alpine Accentor  Prunella collaris            

93 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea          

94 White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba        

95 Water Pipit  Anthus spinoletta        

96 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs        

97 European Serin  Serinus serinus           

98 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris         
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      December 

  Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 

99 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis        

100 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina             

101 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra        

102 Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia            

103 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus     H       

Mammals               

1 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes          

2 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus            

3 Red Deer Cervus elaphus           

4 Iberian Hare Lepus granatensis            

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

