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Tour participants:  Sergio Martín (leader) with five Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Monday 24th April 

London Gatwick – Seville – Guadiamar Reserve – El Rocio 

After a flight from the UK, the group landed at Seville airport at 3.55pm where we met Sergio and were ready to 

begin our birdwatching trip towards El Rocio. Sergio had already organised the vehicle so we were ready to go.  

After packing our baggage into the vehicle we drove to the reserve of the Guadiamar River, one of the rivers that 

reaches the marshes and fills them with the water that is so necessary in this park. The river was polluted in 1998 

by mines dump which endangered the area, but it is now more than recovered. As an example of the recovery, 

we spotted Red-rumped Swallow, European Serin, Zitting Cisticola and many more species. The Common 

Nightingales where singing from everywhere, but well hidden. We searched carefully until one perched in front 

of us to show its song beautifully. We stopped many times as we heard Isabeline Warblers but again, as the 

afternoon was quite hot, they were a bit shy. We had glimpses of them as they flew from branch to branch. 

 

After this nice start we made our way to El Rocio, watching our first Black Kite and Booted Eagle on the way. 

We finally arrived at 7.30pm, settled into the hotel and had a look to the marsh at the back of our headquarters. 

Greater Flamingoes, Eurasian Spoonbills, Greylag Geese and a herd of Red Deer were there to welcome us. 

Then we had time to freshen up with a shower before drinks and dinner!  

Day 2 Tuesday 25th April 

El Acebrón Forest – Las Rocinas River – Acebuche Visitor Centre  

After a nice breakfast, we drove towards El Acebron Forest, located quite close to our hotel. On the way we saw 

European Bee-eaters in flight. A Common Cuckoo crossed in front of our vehicle but was so fast that it was only 

seen by some of us. Woodchat Shrikes were perched on the top of a fence and Corn Buntings were also seen 

along the road. 

 

As the scrubland habitat we were passing was nice, we stopped to stretch our legs. A Dartford Warbler began to 

sing and then perched in the bushes in front of us. A Thekla Lark did the same further away, and European 

Stonechats plus Sardinian Warblers joined the party on the bushes. 

 

We then continued to the beginning of the boardwalk in the Acebron forest, where we were surrounded by 

Nightingale song, Chaffinch, Blue Tit and Serin. We began to walk along the trail and noticed a pair of Short-

toed Treecreepers which were quite busy bringing food to their nest. We had wonderful views of them. During 

the walk we also saw Iberian Chiffchaff and Crested Tit flying in the canopy of the Cork Oaks. Goldfinch, 

Greenfinch, Great Tit, House Martin and Common Swift were also seen. Once at the palace, a pair of Short-toed 

Snake Eagles flew overhead. 

 

We drove back towards El Rocio and stopped at Las Rocinas River, which held plenty of wildlife. Immediately 

after getting out of the vehicle, more European Bee-eaters flew in different directions. On the boardwalk we saw 
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several species including Tree and House Sparrows, Spotted Flycatcher, Glossy Ibis, Common and Red-crested 

Pochards, Western Marsh Harrier, Little Grebes and Western (previously called Purple) Swamphen. 

 

We had a lovely lunch in the shade of the forest before driving towards the beach to search for new species in El 

Acebuche Lagoon. It was nice to see the lagoon with plenty of water as it had been dry for the last four years. 

Thanks to the wet winter, we had great views this year. Iberian and Eurasian Magpies were there plus Tree 

Sparrow, Red-rumped Swallow and plenty of European Serins. A Northern Raven and a Grass Snake were seen 

from a hide. To finish our birding day we tried to see the Lesser Spotted Woodpecker which we hadn’t seen in 

the morning, but a very busy Melodious Warbler showed instead!  

 

We headed back to our hotel for a break. Later, we gathered to do our checklist homework followed by a 

delicious dinner. 

Day 3 Wednesday 26th April 

Doñana National Park (Coto del Rey & La Hierba Buena) - El Rocio Marsh  

Today we began quite early to have the best chance of spotting the elusive Iberian Lynx in the National Park. 

After breakfast, Jose Manuel, our guide collected us in a 4x4 vehicle and we set off into the core area of Doñana 

National Park; along the Raya Real, the track which takes you to the heart of the park. First we searched carefully 

for Iberian Lynx along a very pristine area of Mediterranean forest. The prey of the Lynx, Rabbit and Red-legged 

Partridge, were seen along the track as well as quite fresh Iberian Lynx footprints, but no sighting of the elusive 

cat itself. 

  

After have tried hard in the forest, we moved on to check the rich upper marshes which have more diversity 

than in the Mediterranean forest. The flooded marisma appeared with many surprises as a group of Black-

crowned Night Herons were roosting very close to us. Glossy Ibis, White Stork, Black Kite and Little Grebe 

were seen also. After that we got close to an area where there were lots of rabbit borrows. Here we saw 

Stonechat, Little Owl and Hoopoe. At a stop to stretch our legs we got some nice views of baby Natterjack 

Toads running everywhere. Wood Pigeon, Grey Heron and Corn Bunting could also be seen. 

 

As it was going to be a windy afternoon, we pushed our luck during the non-windy morning to get the best the 

marsh could offer us, so we drove further into the high marshes and we had great views of hundreds of Greater 

Flamingoes and Glossy Ibis, Black-winged Stilt, Whiskered Tern, Squacco Heron, Purple Heron, Spanish Yellow 

Wagtail, Short-toed Lark, Collared Pratincole, Griffon Vulture and Northern Lapwing. It was a paradise for the 

birds! 

 

The morning was so good that we didn’t want to leave the marsh, but the wind began to appear so we drove 

back to El Rocio for a break. After a little siesta we were ready to do some birding at ‘La Madre’ marsh, just in 

front of our hotel. We saw Reed Warbler, Spoonbill, Greylag Goose and some others, but most birds were at the 

far bank due to the strong wind. We could hear a Little Bittern quite close but it didn’t show itself. 

 

After the sights at El Rocio, Jose Manuel collected us and took us back to the core area again. This time we went 

for a walk in ‘la vera’ (an intermediate ecosystem between the forest and the marshes), into another restricted 

area known as Hierba Buena. We made a loop around the lovely dehesa (traditional Mediterranean forest). On 
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this walk we had very nice views of Southern Grey and Woodchat Shrikes. Sardinian Warbler, Crested Lark, 

Hoopoe and Turtle Dove were flying actively around. After the walk, our vehicle was waiting for us and took us 

to another area known as La Garvija (an old ranger’s house). We passed in front of the old King’s hunting house, 

built in the sixteen hundreds. On the way we saw some Red Deer running from us, Hoopoe, Common Kestrel 

and Northern Raven. Once there we had to be very careful when getting out of the vehicle because there were so 

many Bee-eaters nests on the ground that we could step on them if we didn’t walk carefully! At the end of our 

visit we drove back to El Rocío, checking again the Mediterranean forest just in case the lynx wanted to appear, 

but today was not the cat’s day. 

 

After such an intensive day, we had a break before delicious local nibbles, drinks and a superb supper.     

Day 4 Thursday 27th April 

Doñana National Park (Dehesa de Abajo, Valverde visitor centre & Transformed Marshes) 

Today we made our way to the north-eastern part of Doñana National Park and an area that was once part of 

the marshes but has now been transformed into agricultural fields, creating new and diverse habitats for different 

species. 

 

The first part of our route took us through Coto del Rey forest, watching by the roadside European Bee-eater, 

Woodchat Shrike, Iberian Magpie and many others. Some Buzzards and Ravens were perched on electric pylons 

or the road fence. On our way to the northern marshes we managed to see many Zitting Cisticolas, Corn 

Buntings, Greenfinches and Linnets. 

 

We then drove to La Dehesa de Abajo lagoon. La Dehesa de Abajo is a stream that has been dammed, so there 

is a lagoon instead. The lagoon had too much water for the birds to be close, so we checked the small 

surrounding lagoons. In one we managed to find Marbled Teal and in another there was a lonely female 

Ferruginous Duck. We even saw White-headed Duck from the Dehesa de Abajo lagoon, so we had seen the 

three rarest ducks of Europe in a row. Western Jackdaw, plenty of White Storks and Great Crested Grebe were 

seen too. 

 

After that breath-taking beginning, we moved further into the high marshes and had nice views of Lesser 

Kestrels nesting on an abandoned building, as well as a Little Owl in the same building. Griffon Vulture, Black 

Kite, Common Sandpiper and plenty of Corn Buntings were flying along the road.   

 

As we were getting close to Jose Antonio Valverde visitor centre, we decided to make a stop there to have our 

picnic lunch. During lunch we watched some birds such as Purple Heron, Calandra Lark and Black-crowned 

Night Heron. After our deserved lunch we drove a bit further into the marshes to the Guadiamar channel. The 

former riverbed is now a deeper part of the marshes that this year held plenty of water and birdlife. We had 

terrific views of Great Reed Warbler, Black-necked Grebe, Squacco Herons fishing and Purple Heron, plus 

Whiskered Terns literally over our heads. 

 

We started to head back to El Rocio, watching the colonies of egrets, ibises and herons on the top of the 

Tamarisk. We also saw flocks of Spanish Sparrows, Short-toed, Calandra and Crested Larks, Zitting Cisticolas 
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and Linnets, amongst others. After spending several hours in the field, we drove back to the hotel for a break 

and to get ready for our last lovely and early supper. 

 

After dinner we had the option to try and see the crepuscular birds that live in the surroundings. Those who 

wanted to drove just outside El Rocio to check if the Red-necked Nightjar was visible. We didn’t hear its call and 

when we decided to go back with no luck - there it was, just in front of us, in the middle of the road! A nice 

juvenile was seeking moths. After giving us a great sighting, he flew away and we returned to the hotel for a 

deserved rest. 

Day 5 Friday 28th April 

El Rocio – Odiel Marshes – Seville airport – London Gatwick 

Today was our last day, but as our flight left in the afternoon, there was time enough to explore new areas. We 

went to the Odiel Marshes as the forecast was quite bad and the waders that can be seen at the tidal marshes 

aren’t bothered by the rain. We had breakfast and then drove towards the city of Huelva as the tidal marshes are 

just past this city. We tried hard to stay dry as it was raining a lot in the early morning, and we managed to get 

new birds and escape the showers that came in waves during the following hours. 

 

The first thing we spotted was the large number of Greater Flamingoes which nest there. There were also 

Dunlin, Sanderling, Ruddy Turnstone, Redshank and Common Shelduck, amongst others. A European Reed 

Warbler was spotted between the reeds close to a couple of lagoons. After a coffee break we drove further on as 

the weather seemed to be better at the end of the dike. There we saw Western Osprey in a nest, Montagu’s 

Harrier, glimpses of Golden Orioles flying into the forest, Little Tern, Northern Wheatear, Whimbrel, Curlew 

Sandpiper and Sandwich Tern. 

 

Whilst turning around we saw Kentish Plover, Grey Plover and Audouin’s Gull. Suddenly nine Golden Orioles 

seemed to have had their northwards migration stopped by the storm and they flew around us for a while. After 

such an unexpected good birding morning we had a nice lunch, with the last surprise being a Penduline Tit with 

its nest at the back of our picnic spot. 

 

It was then time to leave, so we set off towards the airport. Once at the airport and after goodbyes and thanks to 

Sergio, we were ready to start our journey back to the UK after a great trip with plenty of good moments, 

adventures and new friendships!   

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now 

live; do please pay us a visit! 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

   April 

 Scientific name Common name 24 25 26 27 28 

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser      

2 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna     

3 Gadwall  Anas strepera     

4 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos     

5 Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata     

6 Marbled Duck  Marmaronetta angustirostris      

7 Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina   x   

8 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina   x  x 

9 Ferruginous Duck  Aythya nyroca      

10 White-headed Duck  Oxyura leucocephala      

11 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa      

12 Common Quail  Coturnix coturnix   h h  

13 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis      

14 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus      

15 Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis      

16 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus     

17 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia     

18 Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus      

19 Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia     

20 Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus   h   

21 Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax      

22 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides      

23 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis     

24 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea     

25 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea      

26 Great Egret  Ardea alba      

27 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta     

28 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus     

29 Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus      

30 Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus      

31 Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus      

32 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus     

33 Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus     

34 Red Kite  Milvus milvus      

35 Black Kite  Milvus migrans      

36 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo      

37 Western Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio      

38 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus     

39 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra      

40 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus     

41 Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta      

42 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus      

43 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola     

44 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula     

45 Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus     

46 Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica     



Spain - The Best of Coto Donana  Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek     May 17 
 

   April 

 Scientific name Common name 24 25 26 27 28 

47 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus     

48 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus     

49 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia     

50 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos     

51 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres     

52 Sanderling  Calidris alba     

53 Dunlin  Calidris alpina     

54 Collared Pratincole  Glareola pratincola      

55 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus     

56 Audouin's Gull  Ichthyaetus audouinii     

57 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis     

58 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus     

59 Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica      

60 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis     

61 Little Tern  Sternula albifrons     

62 Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybrida      

63 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus     

64 European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur     

65 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto     

66 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus h     

67 Little Owl  Athene noctua      

68 Red-necked Nightjar  Caprimulgus ruficollis      

69 Common Swift  Apus apus     

70 Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus     

71 European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster     

72 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops     

73 Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla  h    

74 Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni      

75 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus     

76 Southern Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis      

77 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator     

78 Eurasian Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus     

79 Iberian Magpie  Cyanopica cooki     

80 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica     

81 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula      

82 Northern Raven  Corvus corax     

83 European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus      

84 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus      

85 Great Tit  Parus major      

86 Eurasian Penduline Tit  Remiz pendulinus     

87 Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae      

88 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata     

89 Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla      

90 Calandra Lark  Melanocorypha calandra      

91 Lesser Short-toed Lark  Alaudala rufescens      

92 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica     

93 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum     

94 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica     

95 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti h h h h  
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   April 

 Scientific name Common name 24 25 26 27 28 

96 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus   h   

97 Iberian Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus ibericus      

98 Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus   h   

99 Eurasian Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus h  h   

100 Western Olivaceous Warbler  Iduna opaca      

101 Melodious Warbler  Hippolais polyglotta      

102 Savi's Warbler  Locustella luscinioides  h    

103 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis     

104 Dartford Warbler  Sylvia undata      

105 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala     

106 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes  h h   

107 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla h  h h  

108 Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor     

109 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula     

110 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata     

111 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos  h h h h 

112 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola     

113 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe     

114 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus     

115 Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis      

116 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus      

117 Spanish Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava iberiae     

118 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs     

119 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris     

120 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis     

121 European Serin  Serinus serinus      

122 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra      

Mammals        

1 Red Deer Cervus elaphus      

2 European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus      

3 Iberian Hare Lepus granatensis      

4 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes      

Other Taxa        

1 Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica      

2 Viperine Water Snake Natrix maura      

3 Natterjack Toad Bufo calamita      

4 Small White Pieris rapae      

5 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta      

6 Dung Beetle Scarabeus cicatricosus      

7 Dor Beetle Pimelia costata      

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/

