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Tour Participants:    Tom & Greg Mabbett (leaders) 

A group of 11 Naturetrek clients. 

Summary: 

The group spent a superb week exploring this wonderfully bird-rich region. Highlights included spectacular 

views of Spanish Imperial Eagle; Scops Owl performed very well; and a fantastic flock of Collared Pratincoles 

was another favourite. We enjoyed the variety of habitats and had great views of a whole host of special species. 

All this was coupled with superb hospitality and lots of fun along the way. 

Day 1 Thursday 30th April 

Most of the group met Tom and Greg at Heathrow airport before our flight to Spain. Once we had landed and 

with vehicles collected, we were soon on our way. 

  

En route we stopped at a service station where we had a drink and our first taste of the Spanish birdlife. We 

managed to see a few birds flying over and on a small pool including Griffon and Cinereous (Black) Vultures, 

Black Kite, Red-rumped Swallow, Gadwall, Little Grebe, and the first of many Corn Buntings: a great start to the 

birding. With everyone refreshed we started the last leg of our journey and on the way spotted a few more birds 

flying over the road: Hoopoe, Booted Eagle and White Stork. 

 

We arrived at Vina las Torres and were warmly welcomed by Juan Pedro and his family. We were also joined by 

Keith and Sue who had made their own way in their camper van, and this completed our group. We had a short 

time to settle in before enjoying our first delicious meal. After dinner everyone retired, looking forward to our 

first full day’s birding. 

Day 2 Friday 1st May 

Following breakfast at 7.30am we headed to our first destination; some steppe land just outside Santa Marta Da 

Magasca. Before departing and whilst waiting for everyone by the vehicles, a Nightingale was singing nearby and 

we watched Red-rumped Swallow, Woodchat Shrike, Hoopoe and Serin. 

 

As we pulled up for our first walk a Southern Grey Shrike was perched on a hedge, Black Kites were following 

the road, and our first target bird was found - a male Little Bustard displaying on a near rock. A great start! As 

we walked down the track Corn Buntings and Crested and Calandra Larks were singing everywhere and further 

on we had great views of the Little Bustard, still on his favourite rock. We spent some time on the walk back to 

the vehicles getting familiar with all the bird song around us. 

 

Once back in the vehicles we had a short drive to view some more steppe land and a couple of pools. Here we 

had brief views of Great Bustard and Zitting Cisticola, whilst overhead were Booted Eagle and Griffon Vulture 

with a stunning male Montagu’s Harrier. We also saw both sandgrouse species but these were flight views and 

rather distant. Around the pools Kerry spotted four Black-winged Stilts, whilst on the pool were Moorhen, 

Mallard and Little Grebe.  
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Refreshments were now in order so we went to the village of Santa Marta Des Magasca for a welcome break. As 

we enjoyed our refreshments we saw nesting Swallows, House Martins and a pair of Goldfinches. Next we went 

to the Monroy road where we were treated to stunning views of Montagu’s Harrier: at least ten birds seen calling 

and interacting together. Also in the area were two Little Bustards, Sothern Grey Shrike and more Black and 

Griffon Vultures. We stopped a short way along the road to have our picnic lunch next to a river. We had great 

views of Crag Martins nesting on the nearby bridge, and a Golden Eagle gave a distant fly by.  

 

With everyone replete we continued on, driving back through the village and to an area where there were nest 

boxes for Rollers. We saw a few Spanish Sparrows but the stars were a stunning pair of Rollers around the boxes 

giving very close views on the wires. A Pair of Hoopoe and both pale and dark phase Booted Eagles passed 

overhead. We also had superb close views of five male Great Bustards here. On the drive back we stopped at a 

river for a drink and saw Grey Wagtail, Kingfisher, Short-toed Eagle, a flock of Spanish Sparrows, and Little 

Ringed Plover on a rock in the middle of the river. Noisy Marsh Frogs and terrapins were also seen. 

 

With everyone refreshed we moved on to try our luck at finding Great Spotted Cuckoo. En route we had a real 

surprise when an Egyptian Mongoose ran in front of the vehicle and alongside us for a while! After eventually 

finding our way through Madroners and seeing a few friendly locals, we found ourselves at an area with plenty of 

tamarisk, low scrub and Magpies - perfect for our target species. We had a short walk along the track seeing 

Zitting Cisticola, Corn Bunting, Crested Lark and Booted Eagle - but no cuckoos. Then, as we set off, two Great 

Spotted Cuckoos flew over. We quickly got out again and enjoyed distant views of these tricky birds with one 

perched on wires. 

  

After another great evening meal we filled in our checklist with the day’s sightings and then everyone headed for 

bed. 

Day 3 Saturday 2nd May 

We started the day with another delicious breakfast after which we set off for the day, heading south towards 

Zorita and then towards Madrigalego.  

 

At our first stop we pulled in near a couple of stony ploughed fields for a short walk. As we got out of the 

vehicles there were Collard Pratincoles circling over the field. On closer inspection there were a number of 

pratincoles on the ground with others circling, calling and setting up territories in the field: everyone had great 

views! Also in the background we saw a pair of Stone Curlew. As we walked down the side of the field to get a 

better view of the birds a Melodious Warbler was singing from an exposed perch, and then a dark phase Booted 

Eagle flew overhead putting up all the pratincoles which gave us excellent flight views of 22 birds. We enjoyed 

watching the birds for a while before moving on. Driving back to the main road we saw a few Bee-eaters using a 

flock of sheep as a buffet, feeding on flying insects attracted to the sheep and being disturbed as the flock moved 

through the long grass. This was great behaviour to see and a really special start to the day! 

 

After a short drive we were just outside Madrigalego and we turned onto a small road. Opposite a peach orchard 

were a few pools lined with reeds so we stopped here to see what was attracted by the water. We saw Little 

Ringed Plover, Gull-billed Tern, Marsh Harrier, Little Egret, Hoopoe and Spotless Starling; but the bird of the 

stop was a Great Reed Warbler. It was singing loudly from a nearby perch and gave great views for the group to 
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get to grips with its call and identification. There was also a flock of Red Avadavat here. As we were getting back 

into the vehicles two more Collared Pratincoles flew by, heading quickly over the pools. As the day was at its 

hottest point we headed to Madrigalego for a coffee stop. 

  

We had coffee in a local cafe accompanied by swifts screaming overhead and White Storks on the church ‘bill 

clapping’. We then continued, first finding our way out through the maze of streets. We stopped whilst passing 

the Sierra Brava reservoir where we saw Great Crested Grebe and Grey Heron. We then drove to the Alcollarin 

reservoir. We stopped at the picnic site next to the reservoir and everyone had a chance to see what was about 

while lunch was being prepared. It was an excellent site with Great White Egret, Spoonbill, Cattle Egret and 

Purple Heron all in the same tree; and a family of Egyptian Geese were also seen. After enjoying our picnic we 

continued to scour the reservoir and found Kingfisher, White Wagtail and Marsh Harrier. We then walked down 

towards the main reservoir to view a shallow corner in the shade. Here Spoonbill were feeding with their side to 

side motion, quickly swallowing anything they have caught, and Black-winged Stilt, Garganey, Gadwall, Greylag 

Goose and a pair of Bee-eaters showed well.  

 

We then drove the full length of the reservoir spotting a Common Sandpiper and three Woodchat Shrikes. We 

also had excellent views of a Thekla Lark which was a new bird and a tricky one to identify. An enormous colony 

of Spanish Sparrows was at the very end of the reservoir as well as a large flock of Cattle Egrets. We slowly made 

our way back along the reservoir before having a second refreshment stop in Zorita as it was a hot day. We then 

returned to our hotel and had some free time before our delicious evening meal. 

 

After the evening meal we set off towards the nearby town of Madronera with the hope of hearing and possibly 

seeing the local Scops Owl. We heard calls from the direction of a pylon before checking around the outside of 

the park that is locked at night. After no time at all and with quick work on the torch, we were face to face with 

this stunning little owl which was just staring down at us! We all had great views of the bird before it hopped out 

of view. On the drive back, singing broke out at the joy of seeing this owl a having a great end to the day. 

Day 4 Sunday 3rd May 

We started the day with a pre breakfast walk around the hotel where we watched a Short-toed Treecreeper nest 

and it was great to see the adults bringing food to the nest. After breakfast we went for a walk in the park in 

Madronera to try and locate a Scops owl in the daylight. We had no luck, so with lunch purchased we headed to 

Arrocampo reservoir. On arrival we went to the visitors centre to collect the hide keys before heading to hide 1. 

Here we saw Little Bittern in the reed bed, Purple Swamphen with chicks, Gull-billed Tern in flight, and we 

heard Savi’s Warbler. The first Red Kite of the trip was also seen. We then moved to hide 2 where more Purple 

Herons, Gull-billed Terns and Purple Swamphen were seen together with a new bird for the trip; an elusive 

Ferruginous Duck. Next, at hide 5 we viewed a shallow pool which held good numbers of Black-winged Stilts 

and a Common Sandpiper, and there were a number of Bee-eaters perching on the ground and wires. On the 

lake opposite was a huge roost of Cattle Egrets. After enjoying the birds we headed for lunch on the benches 

back at the visitors centre. While enjoying the picnic we had four Little Terns fly overhead and feed a short 

distance away. 

 

After lunch we drove to Monfragüe National Park. We took the scenic route through the dehesa and holm oak 

woodland, and as we approached Monfragüe we stopped for a walk through the dehesa and down to the 
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riverside. A large green lizard shot into a crack in a tree and a male Spanish Sparrow was calling and showed well. 

As we approached the river bank we could see Portilla del Tietar, a huge rock face with a vulture colony on it. 

We scanned the rock and found a Spanish Imperial Eagle proudly perched and everyone had telescope views of 

this very special bird. We returned to the vehicles and moved further down the road to a point a lot closer to the 

eagle and everyone enjoyed excellent views. We also watched Griffon Vulture with young, perched Black 

Vulture, and singing Rock Bunting. We then walked along the road to a viewing area where we had a better view 

of the rock and we spent some time enjoying the vultures. A male Subalpine Warbler was found feeding low and 

gave good views for all.  

 

Next we drove to Pena Falcon at the other end of the park; another rock face with a vulture colony. We again 

had great views of the vultures together with a Black Redstart and a pair of Black Storks on their nest. 

 

After a good day we returned to the hotel and enjoyed another excellent meal. With the checklist completed, we 

all headed for some well-earned rest. 

Day 5 Monday 4th May 

Today we returned to Monfragüe National Park and spent the whole day in this special place. We started at the 

Castillo where we could stand ‘eye to eye’ with the top of Pena Falcon, hoping for good views of the vultures 

and anything else we could find. We spent a couple of hours here with excellent views of Griffon Vulture, 

Booted Eagle, Black Kite, Blue Rock Thrush, Black Redstart, Rock Bunting and Red Deer. A pair of Hawfinch 

also briefly flew by. From this elevated position we had stunning views across the river and the surrounding 

habitats. As we walked back down the steep path an Egyptian Vulture flew low overhead. 

 

Our next stop was at a nearby bridge in the hope of seeing Alpine Swift and it didn’t take long to locate them. 

They were flying low over the water amongst a few hundred House Martins, giving a beautiful aerial display 

chasing each other at high speed. After having had our fill of these birds we headed for a coffee at the nearby 

visitors centre. Whilst having coffee a Swallow kept watch above us, and near the vehicles we saw Crested Lark 

and Sardinian Warbler. 

  

Next we drove to a nearby viewpoint overlooking a river, rock face and pine woodland for our picnic lunch. 

There was a very tame one-eyed Red Fox looking for scraps, and lots of birds could be viewed from the benches. 

We saw Griffon Vultures mating on top of the cliff face, Black Kite sat on its nest, a purring Turtle Dove was 

enjoyed through the telescope, and a flyby Egyptian Vulture was a treat. Moving on, we stopped to view the river 

at a different spot and found an Egyptian Vulture on its nest and a Black Kite which flew in with prey and we 

watched it feeding. 

  

We continued to Portilla del Tietar; not being able to resist another look at the Spanish Imperial Eagle. The male 

was standing proud on a perch when the female appeared with a large piece of prey and landed on the nest. The 

male then flew to the nest and they interacted together - fantastic! After feeding for a short time the female flew 

from the nest and looking as though she was flying away. She quickly turned and stooped, and to our delight 

landed on the side of the river giving breath-taking views; drinking with feet in the water before hopping up onto 

a log. After five to ten minutes she then flew back up to a perch next to the male. What a treat to watch this 

rarely seen behaviour.  
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After this we headed for home and on the way back we stopped at a pull in for a walk through some low scrub 

and open ground which produced singing Woodlark and a stunning male Black-eared Wheatear. It was now a 

little windy and with rain threatening, we returned to our hotel. It was a great end to the day and soon we were 

enjoying a tasty evening meal. 

Day 6 Tuesday 5th May 

Keen members had an early start and headed for the Santa Marta da Magasca steppe for first light. It was special 

to be out just as the sun was coming up and the area was buzzing with birds. It was a fantastic scene with lots of 

Great Bustards including a couple in their full ‘foam bath’ display, Little Bustard not too far from them, and 

Black-bellied Sandgrouse feeding in the same field. There were also twelve Pin-tailed Sandgrouse in flight but a 

bit distant. We enjoyed this special place. On the way back a Montagu’s Harrier flushed a large flock of Pin-tailed 

Sandgrouse that flew across the road, and a flock of Great Bustards also took flight and flew very close in front 

of our vehicle. After a great hour or so in the field we returned for breakfast. 

 

After breakfast everyone packed their bags and left them in the hotel lobby until we returned at lunchtime. We 

then left the hotel and headed to Madronera where we took a track through the middle of some steppe to the 

town of Belen. Birds seen were a family of Stonechats, Thekla Lark, two Red Kites, Booted Eagle, Black Vulture, 

Bee-eaters, Hoopoe and Southern Grey Shrike. Half way through the drive whilst passing a flock of sheep, Greg 

warned everyone to keep all widows closed for good reason: a huge dog was barking aggressively with a smaller 

one in front preventing us for driving away. 

 

After the drive we went to Trujillo Bullring where there is a colony of Lesser Kestrels and we had great views of 

a male bringing in prey and eating it on a window ledge. We also saw Booted Eagle and Spotless Starling here. 

After enjoying the birds we returned to Vina las Torres for a final picnic lunch in the beautiful grounds of the 

hotel. After eating our picnic accompanied by a drop of fizz, we packed the vehicles and said our farewells. 

 

We drove to Trujillo to spend our last night at the Izan Hotel. After checking in we walked into Trujillo Square 

for a drink before having some time to ourselves to explore the town. This fascinating town is rich in history and 

we spent the rest of the afternoon exploring on foot. Birdlife included Pallid Swift, Lesser Kestrel and nesting 

White Storks. We all met back at the hotel for our final evening meal and everyone talked about the trip and all 

the great wildlife we had seen. 

Day 7 Wednesday 6th May 

Today was all about getting safely to the airport. Keith and Sue carried on their travels from Trujillo in their 

camper van while the rest of us made our way to the airport. A few members of the group were staying in 

Madrid so we said our goodbyes before the remainder of us boarded our flight back to the UK.  

 

Once we had landed and collected our bags we said our farewells following a fantastic week’s birding, bringing 

another Naturetrek adventure to an end. 

 



Extremadura in Spring – A Beginners Birdwatching Tour  Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek     
 

Species Lists 

Birds (= recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      April/May 

  Common name Scientific name 31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

1 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos      


2 Gadwall Anas strepera    
  

3 Garganey Anas querquedula 
 


   

4 Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca 
  


  

5 Greylag Goose Anser anser 
 


   

6 Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 
 


   

7 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa           

8 Common Quail  Coturnix coturnix   H           

9 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis    


   

10 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus             

11 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra             

12 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia       

13 Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia              

14 Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus     


       

15 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis           

16 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea          

17 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea             

18 Great Egret  Ardea alba              

19 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta             

20 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo           

21 Egyptian Vulture  Neophron percnopterus              

22 Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus       

23 Cinereous Vulture  Aegypius monachus  


   

24 Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus             

25 Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus          

26 Spanish Imperial Eagle  Aquila adalberti             

27 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos 


           

28 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus            

29 Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus          

30 Red Kite  Milvus milvus             

31 Black Kite  Milvus migrans       

32 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo         


  

33 Great Bustard  Otis tarda             

34 Little Bustard  Tetrax tetrax             

35 Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio              

36 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus           

37 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra           

38 Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus              

39 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus     


   

40 Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius             

41 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos   


        

42 Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola   


         

43 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus            

44 Little Tern Sternula albifrons     





    

45 Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica              

46 Pin-tailed Sandgrouse  Pterocles alchata             

47 Black-bellied Sandgrouse  Pterocles orientalis             
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      April/May 

  Common name Scientific name 31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

48 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia          

49 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus    


    

50 European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur              

51 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto         

52 Great Spotted Cuckoo  Clamator glandarius              

53 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus      H H   

54 Eurasian Scops Owl  Otus scops   H         

55 Little Owl  Athene noctua   H           

56 Alpine Swift  Tachymarptis melba              

57 Common Swift  Apus apus 


       

58 Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus              

59 European Roller  Coracias garrulus             

60 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis            

61 European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster         

62 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops         

63 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major         H 


  

64 Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni 


          

65 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus         

66 Southern Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis          

67 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator          

68 Eurasian Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus       


  

69 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius             

70 Iberian Magpie  Cyanopica cooki         

71 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica         

72 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula         

73 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone             

74 Northern Raven  Corvus corax 


        

75 European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus              

76 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus 


       

77 Great Tit  Parus major 


       

78 Woodlark  Lullula arborea     


  


  

79 Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae             

80 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata       

81 Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla          


  

82 Calandra Lark  Melanocorypha calandra            

83 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica          

84 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris   


     

85 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum          

86 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica          

87 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti   H   H     

88 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus     H       

89 Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus             

90 Melodious Warbler  Hippolais polyglotta              

91 Savi's Warbler  Locustella luscinioides     H         

92 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis 


        

93 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla       


H     

94 Dartford Warbler  Sylvia undata       


H     

95 Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans              

96 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala           

97 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes      H    

98 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla            
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      April/May 

  Common name Scientific name 31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

99 Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor       

100 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula         

101 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus             

102 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos       

103 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros             

104 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius            

105 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola          

106 Black-eared Wheatear  Oenanthe hispanica         


  

107 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus         

108 Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis            

109 Red Avadavat  Amandava amandava   


         

110 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea             

111 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba   


      

112 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   


      

113 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes   


         

114 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris           

115 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina             

116 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis          

117 European Serin  Serinus serinus         

118 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra       

119 Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia             

Mammals 

Egyptian Mongoose Red Deer Red Fox 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

