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Tour participants: Laura Benito and Greg Mabbett (leaders) with 15 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Monday 22nd May 

Madrid - Trujillo  

The group arrived on time to Madrid airport. Most of the group met Greg before going out, and we met Laura 

on arrival in Spain. Once we were all together, we collected the vehicles and headed on our way.  

 

En route, we stopped in a Petrol station, to stretch our legs and have a drink. We had our first Spanish birds of 

the week: Spanish sparrows, Corn bunting, Crested Lark and Black Kite. Also, some Moorish Geckos were 

sunbathing at the walls of the café. 

 

Late in the afternoon, we arrived to Viña las Torres and were welcomed by Belén and JP, who explained all 

about the hotel and accommodated our guests. After a break, we enjoyed our first delicious local dinner.  

Day 2 Tuesday 23rd May 

Trujillo - Santa Marta de Magasca - Monroy  

We started with a pre-breakfast walk in the surroundings of Viña las Torres. It was very successful, with lot of 

birds singing early in the morning. We had good views of Golden Oriole, Hoopoe, Red-rumped Swallow and 

flocks of Iberian Magpie. 

 

After breakfast, we drove towards Trujillo heading for our next destination: the plains of Santa Marta de 

Magasca. A few stops along the access road produced several Crested Larks, Bee-eaters, Woodchat Shrike and 

Southern (Iberian) Grey Shrike. We saw a group of Great Bustard in the distance, unfortunately not with the best 

light. 

 

When we got out onto the steppe, we walked down a short track with a lot of Corn Buntings singing all around 

us. A group of vultures were flying in the distance; these were mainly Griffon Vultures but there were some 

Cinereous (Black) Vultures with them. European Stonechat, Black Kite, Booted Eagle were also enjoyed. 

 

After this walk, we drove to the town of Santa Marta for a well-earned coffee and to enjoy our picnic in the 

shade, in a peaceful picnic area. 

 

After this stop and rest, it was time to continue driving along the road which linked to the loop we were about to 

complete during this excursion. Making a stop by the river Magasca, it was quiet, but we manage to see 

Kingfisher and had nice views of House and Crag Martins and some European Pond Terrapins. We headed for 

the Monroy road area and on the way had excellent views of two Montagu’s Harrier perched on a post, a group 

of Griffon Vulture on the ground with one Cinereous Vulture with them, and large flock of European Bee-eaters 

high overhead. 

 

It was time to head back to the hotel, for relax before our meeting and enjoy another excellent dinner. 
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Day 3 Wednesday 24th May 

Madroñera - Monfragüe National Park 

Today we started with a pre-breakfast walk in Madroñera. The temperature was nice and the light was good. 

Driving in to a farm dirt track, we had good views of several Little Owls, Eurasian Hoopoe, male Marsh Harrier, 

plenty of Calandra Larks, Red Kite and Black Kite.  

 

After a relaxing breakfast with the rest of the group, we drove north along the quiet Roman roads, enjoying the 

dehesa where we saw the famous Iberian pig, a local breed from the area. After about an hour’s drive we 

approached our first stop at Peña Falcon (or Salto del Gitano), an impressive rock stack in the entrance of the 

Park where Griffon Vultures were plentiful on the rock face and circling high above; also, Cinereous Vulture, 

Egyptian Vulture and Peregrine Falcon were actively soaring around. Some Black Storks were sitting on the nest. 

Near to the “Mirador” Blue Rock Thrush was displaying giving us beautiful views, and we also saw also Rock 

Bunting, European Serin, Black Redstart and Crag Martin. 

 

After a very productive time at this viewpoint, we carried on our journey, stopping at a large bridge over the river 

Tajo with thousands of nesting House Martins and some Crag Martins. Also, we saw a pair of Alpine Swifts 

flying above the water, catching mosquitos. 

 

Next was a coffee stop in the small village of Villareal de San Carlos. With everyone refreshed, we continued 

towards the base of the river Tajo-Tietar dam, stopping in a bushy area, a potential place for Black-eared 

Wheatear. Sadly, we were out of with luck, but we did have good views of Sardinian Warbler perched on one of 

the posts.  

 

For lunch, we drove to a beautiful picnic site, overlooking the river Tietar. During lunch Cinereous and Griffon 

Vulture, Sardinian Warbler, Iberian Magpies, Black Kite and Egyptian Vulture were seen. After lunch, we headed 

back to “El Mirador de la Serrana”, a potential place for Eagle Owl, but all was very quiet; maybe it was too hot. 

On the way back to Villareal de San Carlos, we saw a male Black-eared Wheatear perched in a post. We all 

enjoyed this sighting and decided it was a good idea to celebrate with an ice cream.  

 

It was time to return slowly to our hotel, time to relax and chill out before completing our checklists and 

enjoying another delicious dinner, this time in one of the restaurants in Trujillo. The food was great and we also 

enjoyed some good wine to finish this wonderful day. 

Day 4 Thursday 25th May 

Santa Marta de Magasca – Trujillo - Camino Buena Vista  

This morning, before breakfast, we set out a little bit earlier to Santa Marta de Magasca to explore the steppe area 

with the first light of the day. Once we arrived at the area, we drove a bit further along a small farm road. We 

spotted a group of Pin-tailed Sandgrouse in the air, calling repeatedly before landing. We stopped the vehicle to 

scan the vast area. Finally, with a lot of effort, we found them and also a pair of Black Bellied Sandgrouse that 

were grazing in the field. With the sun up, we headed back for breakfast. On the way back, a female Great 

Bustard was seen; we had good views of her before she started to fly. Finally, we arrived at our hotel, to enjoy a 

delicious breakfast. 
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After this productive morning, we decided to go and visit Trujillo. The group enjoyed the city, with the 

impressive castle and old buildings, museums and the square. When it was lunch time, we returned to our hotel 

to prepare a nice picnic in the garden. The weather was fantastic, and we enjoyed our lunch with the sun and the 

relaxed atmosphere.  

 

In the afternoon, we went for a walk in the surroundings of the hotel. We took the “Camino de Buena Vista”. 

Everything was very quiet, as it was a sweltering day, but even so, we managed to see Sardinian Warbler, 

Woodlark, Booted Eagle and Short-toed Snake Eagle. We made our way back to the hotel and had some time for 

a shower and to enjoy a drink before doing our checklists and having another fabulous dinner.   

Day 5 Friday 26th May 

Portilla del Tietar – Arrocampo - Trujillo  

We had breakfast and set off heading north through Trujillo, to the Monfragüe National Park. Our first stop was 

the impressive viewpoint “Portilla del Tiétar” on the other side of the Park. The huge rock face was covered in 

nesting Griffon Vultures. This place is also a potential place for European Otter, but we were unlucky. We 

checked the old well-known nest of the Spanish Imperial Eagle, but unfortunately it was empty. However, we 

saw Egyptian Vulture, Short-toed Snake Eagle, Sardinian Warbler and Rock Bunting. But the star of the morning 

was the Spanish Imperial Eagles: they finally appeared flying above the cliff, and we had stunning flight views. 

 

After this fantastic morning we decided to go for a coffee in the nice restaurant not far from the viewpoint. 

Once everyone was refreshed, we continued our way to the village of Saucedilla, to visit the marshes of 

Arrocampo. Having arrived, we made our way to hide one. As we approached we realised there was a stunning 

White Stork’s nest on top, with the adult and its young. We saw a lot of Black-winged Stilt, White Wagtail and 

Cattle Egret. The lake on the opposite side of the road was rather empty, with some Mallards and Red-Crested 

Pochard in the water. 

 

We continued our way to the other hides. Unfortunately, weather was too hot, which made birding a little 

frustrating, but we did have good views of Purple Heron, Grey Heron, Great Egret, Little Egret and Black-

winged Stilt. There were also Little Bitterns and eventually they gave multiple flights views over the reeds.  

 

We walk down to the last hide, where we saw Great Cormorant and Eurasian Spoonbill, Savi’s Warbler was 

heard and seen, and finally a Western (Purple) Swamphen was seen among the reeds. 

 

It was time for lunch, so we come back to the information centre for lunch. After this lovely picnic (trying to 

find any shade), we left Arrocampo and decided to make our way back to the hotel, crossing again the 

Monfragüe National Park and making some stops on the way.  

It was another fantastic day, and there was plenty of time for relax before enjoying some more of Belen’s great 

food. 
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Day 6 Saturday 27th May 

Belen Plains - Campolugar-Alcollarín  

Today we started with a pre-breakfast excursion in a place near Trujillo called “Belen Plains”, which is more 

steppe habitat. Once we arrived in the area, we slowly drove down the road, stopping to scan at some points. We 

spotted a group of Griffon Vultures sitting on the rocks. Among them was a Cinereous Vulture, and a Golden 

Eagle was not far from this group. We had good views of a beautiful Great Bustard which was in a field. Some 

raptors were flying around, such as Black Kite, Common Buzzard and Booted Eagle. As the sun rose higher, we 

decided was time to return and have some breakfast. 

 

After getting some energy with a good breakfast, we drove southwards through the village of Zorita, making our 

first stop in the area known as Campolugar. As soon as we reached the agricultural road, a Little Owl was seen 

perched on a pile of rocks. A lot of Calandra Larks were calling non-stop. Crested Larks, Corn Buntings and 

Zitting Cisticola were also spotted along this road. The star of the moment, however, was a Great Spotted 

Cuckoo that was flying in front of the vehicles and hiding in the Tamarisk, giving us some great views! 

 

We continued down the road towards Madrigalejo. On the way we could see some Rollers perched on the wires. 

Great Egret, Bee-eaters, Lesser Kestrel and flocks of the introduced Common Waxbill were seen. Afterwards we 

moved east to Alcollarin reservoir. We arrived and pulled up in an area where we could view a long bank of the 

reservoir, seeing mainly Great Crested Grebes and Mallards.  

 

It was time for lunch time, so we moved to the picnic site, with good views of the small dam. We saw Common 

Sandpiper, Purple Heron, Little Egret, Great Egret, Cattle Egret, Spoonbills, and a family of Egyptian Geese. 

 

After lunch, small walk around produced Eurasian Reed Warbler, Kingfisher, Marsh Harrier, Sardinian Warbler; 

also in the lake were Black-winged Stilt, Eurasian Coot and Little Grebe. 

 

It was extremely warm so we decided to return to the hotel, for some chill-out, cold drinks and some free time to 

explore the grounds and surrounding area.  

Day 7 Sunday 28th May 

Campolugar Montánchez - Monroy road - Madroñera (Scops Owl)  

Today was our last full day and we started with a pre-breakfast excursion to Campolugar to enjoy the first light 

of the morning over some beautiful steppe. We drove slowly down the road. Calandra Lark singing everywhere. 

Again, we had great views of the Great Spotted Cuckoo, this time perched on the fence. But the highlight was 

finding Long-eared Owl chicks in one of the Tamarisks not far from the main road, looking at us very surprised!  

 

After a good and relaxed breakfast, we started to drive heading south-west towards la Sierra de Montánchez. A 

few birds were seen along the way: Roller, Common Buzzard and Booted Eagle.  After 40 minutes we arrived at 

the village of Montánchez (800 metres above sea level). We managed to drive through its narrows streets to the 

top of the hill where the castle remains are located. Once we parked, we started to walk around the castle. The 

views from the castle were fantastic. It was even calm and quiet, and we managed to see such birds as Lesser 

Kestrel, Blue Rock Thrush, Serin, Greenfinch and Crag Martin.  
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After this stroll, we took the opportunity for a coffee break in one of the local cafés in the town. We then left 

Montánchez, returning to Viña las Torres at lunch time, to prepare one of our nice picnics in the courtyard.  

 

After some siesta, we decided to go to explore the stepped area called “Monroy road”. Once we arrived, we 

drove slowly, scanning all the fields around. We had splendid views of a group of Great Bustard in a field and a 

pair of male Montagu’s Harriers perched on posts. Some Bee eaters were flying around, and Griffon Vulture 

flying high with some Cinereous among them. 

 

After a good day, we returned to the hotel. After our final dinner together, part of the group decided to try their 

luck looking for the Scops Owl in Madroñera. Finally, Greg found it in one of the trees in the park, very well 

camouflaged. We were all happy, and it was a good end to the trip!!We returned to the hotel. 

Day 8 Monday 29th May 

Trujillo - Madrid airport  

This was our very last day, and we were heading home. We left the hotel after breakfast after saying goodbye 

“Hasta pronto” to Belén and Juan Pedro.  

 

We had a little time spare to visit Saucedilla. Taking the exit at junction 21 of the motorway, this led us to the 

village Saucedilla. On the road approaching the village we were lucky to spot a pair of Black-Winged Kite, one of 

them trying to hunt next to the road. It was a fantastic break and a grand finale! We went back to the motorway 

and continued to our final destination: Madrid aeropuerto T4. 

 

It was a great week, with fantastic birding and good weather. We all enjoyed it! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      May 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

1 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos            

2 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa                

3 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis               

4 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus                

5 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra               

6 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia         

7 Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia               

8 Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus                

9 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis            

10 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea            

11 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea               

12 Great Egret  Ardea alba               

13 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta               

14 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo               

15 Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus                

16 Egyptian Vulture  Neophron percnopterus              

17 Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus          

18 Cinereous Vulture  Aegypius monachus            

19 Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus             

20 Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus           

21 Spanish Imperial Eagle  Aquila adalberti                

22 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos                

23 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus             

24 Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus              

25 Red Kite  Milvus milvus            

26 Black Kite  Milvus migrans         

27 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo         

28 Great Bustard  Otis tarda             

29 Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio                

30 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus                

31 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra               

32 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus             

33 Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius                

34 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos                

35 Pin-tailed Sandgrouse  Pterocles alchata                

36 Black-bellied Sandgrouse  Pterocles orientalis                

37 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia            

38 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus         

39 European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur     H          

40 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto          

41 Great Spotted Cuckoo  Clamator glandarius               

42 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus   H H    H    

43 Eurasian Scops Owl  Otus scops                

44 Little Owl  Athene noctua              

45 Alpine Swift  Tachymarptis melba                

46 Common Swift  Apus apus         

47 Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus                
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

48 European Roller  Coracias garrulus               

49 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis               

50 European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster           

51 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops           

52 Iberian Green Woodpecker  Picus sharpei                

53 Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni           

54 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus              

55 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus                

56 Southern Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis           

57 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator           

58 Eurasian Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus            

59 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius                

60 Iberian Magpie  Cyanopica cooki          

61 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica         

62 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula             

63 Northern Raven  Corvus corax            

64 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus            

65 Great Tit  Parus major           

66 Woodlark  Lullula arborea          H H   

67 Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae                

68 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata           

69 Calandra Lark  Melanocorypha calandra             

70 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia                

71 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica         

72 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris             

73 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum         

74 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica          

75 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti         H H     

76 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus            

77 Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus         H      

78 Eurasian Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus                

79 Savi's Warbler  Locustella luscinioides                

80 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis           

81 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla               

82 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis                

83 Dartford Warbler  Sylvia undata                

84 Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans         H       

85 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala             

86 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes      H         

87 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea                

88 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla                

89 Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor         

90 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula          

91 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus                

92 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos      H H  H   

93 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros               

94 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius              

95 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola           

96 Black-eared Wheatear  Oenanthe hispanica                

97 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus         

98 Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis              
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

99 Common Waxbill  Estrilda astrild                

100 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba                

101 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   H H        

102 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes            

103 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris              

104 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina              

105 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis          

106 European Serin  Serinus serinus               

107 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra         

108 Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia               

109 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus                

 


