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Tour participants: Simon Tonkin & Niki Williamson (leaders) with eleven Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

We just love this trip full of surprises, exploring Andalusia´s unknown migration spectacles and undiscovered 

mountain areas!  

 

In the mountains of the Serranía de Ronda, Black Wheatears, Blue Rock Thrushes and Red-billed Chough 

awaited the group, sharing the rocks with Spanish Ibex and a roosting colony of Griffon Vultures. Golden 

Eagles and Crag Martins soared overhead and we watched Rock Buntings, Rock Sparrows, Iberian Green 

Woodpecker and Iberian Grey Shrikes while Woodlark song filled the air. 

 

The autumn sun illuminated the stunning colours of the autumn trees and the area´s stark high crags, and our 

evenings were warmed by the delicious dishes of our hotel´s cordon bleu-trained chef, using all the best local 

ingredients from the area´s woodland landscape! 

 

In the Strait of Gibraltar, we witnessed unforgettable scenes of hundreds of young Griffon Vultures amassing, 

waiting, and finally seizing a window of fine weather to make their crossing into Africa. We also encountered 

Spanish Imperial, Bonelli's, Short-toed and Booted Eagles, Lesser and Common Kestrel, Black-winged Kite, 

Egyptian Vulture, Peregrine Falcon, Common Buzzard, Red Kite and Western Osprey! 

 

Cory´s and Balearic Shearwaters were on the move, and hundreds of White Storks were sharing their wintering 

grounds with newly arrived Common Cranes, Hen and Marsh Harriers. Passage and wintering waders included 

Kentish and Common Ringed Plover, Little Stint, Sanderling, Dunlin, and a google-eyed flock of Stone Curlews! 

We were even treated to views of the area´s enigmatic Northern Bald Ibis – one of the world’s rarest birds. 

Day 1 Monday 4th November 

Simon and Niki met the group from their flights at Málaga airport, connecting with Chris who had already spent 

a couple of days exploring the area. On the way to the car we were treated to a swirl of tiny Geranium Bronze 

butterflies enjoying the airport flower arrangements, the first lifer of the trip for some! 

 

We headed out along the coast road then up into the hills, climbing over 1000 metres in around half an hour, 

leaving the Costa del Sol far behind and enjoying the fresh mountain air! 

 

We soon reached our first stop in Sierra de las Nieves Natural Park. Black Redstarts were everywhere! However 

almost the first bird we encountered was a calling Yellow-browed Warbler! The occurrence of this tiny eastern 

migrant is on the increase in Spain and we were thrilled to be part of its journey. 

 

Among the many wintering European Robins and Blackbirds, Firecrests and Short-toed Treecreepers could be 

heard in the trees. We admired the Andalusian Firs and Kermes Oak, both native to Southern Andalucía and 

North Africa. 
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Dozens of Griffon Vultures were now circling nearby hills. Three Golden Eagles – two adults and one juvenile - 

gave good scope views with some persistence. Several Redwings were to be found in the berry bushes with a 

host of Song and Mistle Thrushes. Calling Rock Buntings proved elusive at first, but we tracked them down and 

got good views. A handsome Iberian Grey Shrike perched proudly atop a shrub for all to admire! 

 

A Sparrowhawk sailed over and numerous Eurasian Jays flitted between the trees. A group of calling Red-billed 

Chough could be heard overhead – an excellent first stop! 

 

We continued to our hotel – the wonderful Hotel Bandolero in the quirky village of Juzcar, the area´s stand-out 

pueblo azul or “blue village”, arriving with some daylight by which to explore the famous blue-painted streets. 

Then it was time to sit down to our first three-course meal courtesy of cordon bleu-trained chef Ivan, made from 

fresh, seasonal produce. Tonight featured a warming pea and mint soup, seasonal vegetable lasagna and an 

extremely satisfying chocolate volcano pudding! 

Day 2 Tuesday 5th November 

After a hearty breakfast we started our exploration of our mountain habitat. The wooded hills around our 

accommodation were populated with evergreen Holm Oaks and Sweet Chestnuts donning their beautiful 

autumn colours. 

 

Breaking through the treeline, we headed up to our first stop, the harsh moonscape of the crags of Los Riscos. 

The sun soon cancelled out the chilly breeze, and birds were on the move. Huge flocks of European Goldfinches 

and Linnets flitted around the valley, and we could see our first Blue Rock Thrush high on the rocks. Rock 

Sparrows could be heard calling. Many Woodlarks sang, and we had good views of them in song flight and 

foraging on the ground. 

 

Taking a walk along the base of the cliff face, we looked up to find a group of Spanish Ibex on top of the crag! 

Two Black Wheatears – another mountain star we had hoped to see - skirmished on the rocks. Eurasian Siskins 

called as they flew over amidst large flocks of Corn Buntings, and Rock Buntings were visible around the car 

park area. 

 

The relatively mild November weather yielded a great haul of butterflies, including Clouded Yellow, Small 

Copper, Long-tailed and Lang´s Short-tailed Blue, Brown Argus and Wall Brown. Rock buntings squeaked near 

the car park. 

 

The morning flew by, and it was soon time to head to our scenic lunch stop at the Cueva del Gato – so called 

because of its rather tenuous resemblance to a cats head! Griffon Vultures and Crag Martins circled on high 

while we enjoyed riverine wildlife in the form of Grey Wagtails and Cetti’s Warblers. The group had time to 

explore the crystal blue waters of the cave while Simon and Niki prepared a picnic featuring chef Ivan´s 

homemade chestnut bread and two local cheeses as well as meats, salads and a fabulous buttercake! Serins sang 

from the trees and there were nice views of Short toed Treecreepers to be had. 
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After a warming coffee stop with a friendly café patron, we headed back to the heights at Montejaque dam. This 

Swiss-engineered dam, bizarrely locate on a porous limestone landscape, has never held water! Instead the steep-

sided gorge at the head of a cave system provides a home and a roosting site for many mountain species.  

 

As we arrived, we were greeted by a huge swirl of exuberant Red-billed Choughs. We counted 114 calling, 

swooping and apparently playing on the air currents. 

 

As the afternoon wore on, more and more birds came in to roost. An Iberian Green Woodpecker showed well 

on top of a dead tree, which as we were watching, filled with Rock Sparrows! We had superb views of Black 

Wheatear in the valley, and the now omnipresent Blue Rock Thrush – of which at least five were inhabiting the 

valley.  

 

Again we were thrilled to find a group Spanish Ibex climbing high on the rocks – this time including an adult 

male with spectacular horns - and then later, a group of four young males in the valley, really close to us and 

seemingly unperturbed! Now Griffon Vultures were returning to their roost – well over thirty birds flew in low, 

calling and squabbling as they sought out a resting place for the night, an amazing spectacle and a fitting end to 

our mountain visit! 

Day 3 Wednesday 6th November 

All too soon we said goodbye to David and Ivan at Hotel Bandolero, and headed to the coast, where there were 

many more birding experiences in store! 

 

On our way south we would take the morning to explore the historical city of Ronda, although we couldn’t resist 

a brief stop en route which again yielded Spanish Ibex and Blue Rock Thrush, as well as some lovely Woodlark 

song and views. 

 

We soon arrived at Ronda - a picturesque city centred around three bridges which span the magnificent Tajo 

Gorge – one 18th Century, one Moorish and one Roman. It has been home to and inspired writers and poets 

such as Ernest Hemmingway and Orson Welles, and the group enjoyed time wandering the parks and streets of 

the old town and taking a coffee overlooking the gorge, where we were accompanied by Red-billed Choughs and 

Griffon Vultures overhead.  

 

We continued our leisurely journey to the coast, stopping for more views of Black Wheatear and a picnic lunch 

on the way. Soon we were overlooking the magnificent Straits of Gibraltar, from where we could see The Rock 

itself and across the sea to the Jebel Musa - the mountain in Morocco that forms the second of these two  “Pillars 

of Hercules”. 

 

We arrived at Huerta Grande Rural Eco-lodge in time for afternoon tea and cake and were soon settling in to 

gorgeous cosy cabins in the woodland or welcoming rooms in early Twentieth Century houses. 
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Day 4 Thursday 7th November 

We started the day with a view of one of our accommodation´s resident Tawny Owls, perched peacefully in a 

tree above one of the cabins! There were also Crested Tits on the bird feeders around the breakfast area, keeping 

us entertained over our coffee! 

 

It was an atmospheric start to the day, with westerly winds bringing in moisture-laden air from the Atlantic 

which collected in the coastal hills as clouds and swirling mist. Our leaders´ local knowledge took us to a hilltop 

known as El Cabrito. Here, large groups of migrating Griffon Vultures were amassing, within sight of the coast 

of Africa but their efforts to cross thwarted by the weather. We had thrilling views of them low overhead 

beneath a threatening sky!  

 

Rain set in but again local knowledge helped us to push through it and find a window of clement weather on the 

arable fields of La Janda – a rice- and cotton-growing area that used to be one of Spain´s most important 

wetlands. This morning it certainly provided us with more than a glimpse of its former glory! 

 

We arrived to find a large medley of hundreds of elegant Common Cranes and White Storks feeding on recently 

harvested stubble. Green Sandpipers and a Common Kingfisher flitted between the drainage ditches. Spanish 

Sparrows showed well and a Penduline Tit could be heard calling. In every direction we could see Marsh Harriers 

hunting and we also picked up both male and female Hen Harriers. 

 

And suddenly we were in the presence of royalty! Two glorious Spanish Imperial Eagles were soaring above us! 

The juvenile bird glided away but the adult settled on a pylon and we were able to view it scopes, as it displayed 

its magnificent stance and shining white shoulders. As we were watching, a tiny yet fierce Black-winged Kite 

appeared, hunting over the land and hovering down onto its prey. 

 

We took our lunch under shelter from a passing shower at the International Centre for Bird Migration (CIMA) 

before heading back out into the hills. At El Bujeo we saw our first three Monarch butterflies of the trip, albeit 

fleetingly. Their funky striped caterpillars were however in evidence on milkweed plants. We continued up the 

hill where we admired a colony of Portuguese Sundew, Drosophilum lusitanicum. This sinister little carnivorous 

plant occurs only here and in a couple of places in Southern Portugal. 

 

We ended the day at Cerro del Tambor, where we relaxed in deckchairs overlooking The Straits, enjoying Short-

toed Eagles, Common Kestrels, Common Buzzards and a Peregrine Falcon hunting in the valley. 

 

That evening before dinner our friend and local moth expert Dave Grundy brought us some fine specimens he 

had caught the previous night – including Berber, Flame Brocade and Silver-striped Hawkmoth. 

Day 5 Friday 8th November 

The group awoke to a much brighter day, sunny and fresh thanks to a northerly wind. We started our day at 

Cazalla Observatory, overlooking Tarifa and the shortest distance across the strait to Morocco. Here we had time 

to spend some time connecting with skulky Sardinian Warblers! We also saw a migrant Song Thrush in the scrub 
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and a Blue Rock Thrush at unusually low altitude. A Common Bulbul – one of Tarifa´s atypical African 

residents! - called and could be seen singing from wires across the valley. 

 

Raptors soon started to move and we got spectacular low views of Short-toed Eagles and a Gibraltar Buzzard – a 

local phenomenon resulting from hybridisation between Common and Atlas Long-legged Buzzard, and 

displaying features of both. 

 

Soon masses of Griffon Vultures could be seen leaving their roosts in the surrounding hills and heading towards 

us. At first just swirling specks, they got closer and closer until they were crossing out directly overhead! In 

around an hour, we counted over a thousand birds crossing the Straits. We even picked up a distant Egyptian 

Vulture amongst them. What a humbling experience!  

 

At our next stop at Santuario de la Luz, four Thekla Larks gave great views, allowing us to go through the ID 

features that differentiate them from Crested Larks. Two brookeii Peregrine Falcons (the Mediterranean race) 

hunted overhead, one seen grabbing a Meadow Pipit out of the air! A Booted Eagle and a Short-toed Eagle also 

hunted very near, the latter showing well as it hovered. 

 

We ended the day at a permit-only site near Bolonia, where we were able to get awesomely close to the local 

resident population of Griffon Vultures at their breeding colony. Today as the afternoon roost began, their 

numbers were augmented by dozens upon dozens of newly-arrived juveniles on their migration from the north – 

resulting in amazing scenes as they squabbled for ledge space at the roost. Amongst much hissing and unearthly 

growling, the newcomers were sent in no uncertain terms to outlying ledges at the very edge of the colony! 

 

As we marvelled at the sight of a couple of hundred Griffon Vultures drifting around over our heads, A Spanish 

Imperial Eagle joined the throng! It disappeared as suddenly as it had appeared, only to be replaced by two 

Bonelli’s Eagles! Both the adult and juvenile Bonelli’s put in repeated appearances. 

 

We took a warming coffee on the way home, on a hilltop café with yet more Griffons soaring overhead. Then it 

was back to Huerta Grande for another of chef Juan Carlos´s delicious three course meals to end a thrilling day. 

Day 6 Saturday 9th November 

After breakfast we made an early stop at the cliffs at El Trafico, just outside Tarifa. The views out over a crystal-

clear strait to the rocky coast of North Africa were truly breathtaking.  

 

Ruddy Turnstones and a Eurasian Whimbrel loafed on the rocks below us and many Sandwich Terns and 

Northern Gannets flew along the coast. A passage of Cory’s and Balearic Shearwaters was visible out to sea. 

Surprising for some was the steady passage of Goldfinches and Chaffinches over our heads, going to Africa! 

Amongst them, the distinctive call of a Brambling could also be heard. 

 

We took a mid-morning coffee stop along the main coast road as the raptor action was heating up. In the coastal 

hills, dozens of Griffon Vultures were leaving their roosts as well as Short-toed and Booted Eagles, once more a 

spectacular site. 
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Arriving at the salt pans of Barbate, we were immediately greeted by the star of the show! A solitary Northern 

Bald Ibis was feeding in a nearby pasture, before taking to a fencepost to preen its shiny locks! We were 

extremely pleased to encounter one of the thousand of these birds remaining in the wild, and enjoyed its 

characterful presence for some time. 

 

On the pans themselves, we encountered a fine supporting cast, including Audouin’s Gulls, Kentish and 

Common Ringed Plover, Common Redshank, Sanderling, Dunlin and Little Stint. No fewer than fifteen 

wintering Stone Curlews stared at us from one of the islands. 

 

After our last picnic together in the autumn sun, we moved further around the pans to encounter Black-winged 

Stilts and a glorious Western Osprey feeding on a huge fish. 

 

We headed home via the pastures of Manzanete area, where we found another three Northern Bald Ibis! It was 

such a thrill and a privilege to see these Criticially Endangered birds feeding in the wild. 

 

A final stop took us to the Castillo de Guzman el Bueno in Tarifa, where we had lovely views of three male 

Lesser Kestrels as well as enthusiastically-singing Spotless Starlings and a male Black Redstart – a fitting bird to 

see on a trip that had begun with so many in the mountains. 

 

Over a dinner of hearty traditional paella and homemade cheesecake, we reminisced over our highlights of a truly 

superb and varied trip. 

Day 7 Sunday 10th November 

The week had flown by and we found ourselves enjoying some final views of Crested Tits and the sounds of 

Short-toed Treecreepers around us over a leisurely breakfast, before boarding the buses one last time. We said 

goodbye to our superb hosts at Huerta Grande and headed to Málaga airport. 

 

Our guides had one last surprise for the group however – swinging into a golf course en route we grabbed views 

of the area´s exuberant Monk Parakeets going about their day! And to cap it all off, three Eurasian Hoopoes fed 

on the greens. 

 

Ending on a high we said goodbye at the airport. Simon and Niki really enjoyed your company and we hope to 

see you all back in The Straits someday. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      November 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

1 Common Crane  Grus grus    164    

2 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos    60    

3 Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus    1    

4 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa  2      

5 Cory's Shearwater  Calonectris borealis      150  

6 Balearic Shearwater  Puffinus mauretanicus      15  

7 Northern Bald Ibis Geronticus eremita      7  

8 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus      29  

9 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra    7    

10 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia    1000 50 200  

11 Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia    30  8  

12 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

13 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea  4  ✓  4  

14 Great Egret  Ardea alba      1  

15 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta    15  5  

16 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus      50  

17 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis      1  

18 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo    10  20  

19 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus      2  

20 Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus    1  1  

21 Egyptian Vulture  Neophron percnopterus     1   

22 Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus 50 150 70 150 1,700 500  

23 Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus    1 3 5  

24 Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus    2 2 3  

25 Spanish Imperial Eagle  Aquila adalberti    3 1   

26 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos 3       

27 Bonelli's Eagle  Aquila fasciata     2   

28 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus 2 3 2 7 5 3  

29 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus    20  15  

30 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus    2    

31 Red Kite  Milvus milvus     1 2  

32 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   10 20 20 5  

 Gibraltar Buzzard Buteo buteo x Buteo rufinus cirtensis     1   

33 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus    1    

34 Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus      17  

35 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus      1  

36 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus      2  

37 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus    100  10  

38 European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria    20    

39 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola      5  

40 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula      ✓  

41 Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus      30  

42 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus      1  

43 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus      6  

44 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus    4    

45 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres      20  

46 Sanderling  Calidris alba      ✓  
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

47 Little Stint  Calidris minuta      11  

48 Dunlin  Calidris alpina      ✓  

49 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus      5  

50 Audouin's Gull  Ichthyaetus audouinii      60  

51 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

52 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus    c.15  10  

53 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis      30  

54 Feral Pigeon Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

55 Stock Dove Columba oenas    1    

56 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus 20 100 10 5 20 ✓  

57 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

58 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco 1  2 1 1 1  

59 Little Owl  Athene noctua      1  

60 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis    2    

61 Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus     1   

62 Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus       20+ 

63 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops       3 

64 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major 3  1  2 1  

65 Iberian Green Woodpecker  Picus sharpei  4 2     

66 Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni      2  

67 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 10 5 5 10 10 10  

68 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus  1  1 2 1  

69 Iberian Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis 1  1     

70 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius 5 1 8 2  2  

71 Red-billed Chough  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 4 114 24     

72 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula    ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

73 Northern Raven  Corvus corax 2 4 6 2  6  

74 European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus 1  2 2 2 2 2 

75 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

76 Great Tit  Parus major ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

77 Woodlark  Lullula arborea 3 20 2     

78 Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae     4 2  

79 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

80 Calandra Lark  Melanocorypha calandra    3  15  

81 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica      1  

82 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris 3 10 30 10 ✓ 10  

83 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum     1   

84 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica      1  

85 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti  2  4    

86 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus ✓  ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ 

87 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita 5 ✓ ✓ ✓ 3 20  

88 Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus 1       

89 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis    5 1 5  

90 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

91 Dartford Warbler  Sylvia undata 3 1      

92 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

93 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla 5 3 4 3 2 3  

94 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes 3 2 3  2 2  

95 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea   1  1 2  

96 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla 2 5 10 2 2 5  

97 Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

98 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

99 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus 5  4     

100 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 3 ✓  

101 Redwing Turdus iliacus 5  5     

102 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

103 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros 20 10 30 10 10 15  

104 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius  7 4 1 2   

105 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola ✓ 4 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

106 Black Wheatear  Oenanthe leucura  5 3     

107 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

108 Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis    10 3   

109 Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia  22 4     

110 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea  2 2   1  

111 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba 10 5 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

112 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

113 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

114 Brambling Fringilla montifringilla      3  

115 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris     10 ✓  

116 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina 5 10 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

117 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

118 European Serin  Serinus serinus 3 10 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

119 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus 5 10 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

120 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra  2 5 20 10 ✓  

121 Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia 3 c.10 3     

122 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus    2 1 2  

Mammals   
       

1 Spanish Ibex Capra pyrenaica  C.20 9 4    

Dragonflies   
       

1 Southern Migrant Hawker Aeshna affinis     1   

Butterflies   
       

1 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius   ✓     

2 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta    ✓ ✓   

3 Geranium Bronze Cacyreus marshalli ✓       

4 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

5 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas  ✓ ✓     

6 Clouded Yellow Colias croceus  ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

7 Large White Pieris brassicae   ✓     

8 Small White Pieris rapae  ✓ ✓  ✓   

9 Large Wall Brown Lasiommata maera  ✓      

10 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera  ✓      

11 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus  ✓      

12 Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus  ✓      

13 Lang’s Short-tailed Blue Cupido argiades  ✓ ✓     

14 Southern Brown Argus Aricia cramera  ✓      

15 Bath White Pontia daplidice   ✓     

16 Monarch Danaus plexippus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Reptiles & Amphibians   
       

1 Mediterranean Tree Frog Hyla meridionalis     ✓ ✓  

2 Common Toad Bufo bufo    ✓ ✓   

3 Moorish Gecko  Taurentola mauritanica    ✓    

Other Invertebrates   
       

1 Silver-striped Hawkmoth Hippotion celerio    ✓    

2 Berber Pseudenaria ulicis    ✓  ✓  

3 Flame Brocade Trigonophora flammea    ✓    

4 Southern Bridled Green Dryobotodes roboris     ✓   

5   Gortyna xanthenes     ✓ ✓  

6 Canary Shouldered Thorn Ennomos alniaria      ✓  

7 Cosmopolitan  Mythimna loreyi       ✓  

8   Gerinea honoraria     ✓   

9 Rhinocerous Beetle Dynastinae spp     ✓   

10 Blue-winged Grasshopper  Oedipoda caerulescens     ✓ ✓  

11 Red-winged Grasshopper Oedipoda germanica     ✓   

Plants of note   
       

1 Portuguese Sundew Drosophyllum lusitanicum    ✓ ✓   

2 Mandrake Mandragora Spp     ✓ ✓  

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 


