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Tour participants: Pablo Perez (tour leader), Tino,Toño & Eva (local guides), with 11 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Monday 23rd December 

The group arrived at Santander airport just before afternoon. The weather for this day and the rest of the tour 

was just excellent, both in terms of temperatures and precipitation; we were lucky as there had been flooding the 

previous week. 

 

We drove for an hour and a half to our hotel destination, called Piedra Abierta, in the small rural village of San 

Martin de Perapertu. This first evening we went for a short stroll, walking uphill on a gravel track just from the 

hotel. We had great views of four Common Buzzards flying in circles; we were able to see the differences in size 

and colour patterns between Northern European Buzzards and the local birds. In addition, we were really 

impressed by the size of the European Bison, that were in a local paddock, part of an ongoing private project.  

 

We had our impressive dinner at the hotel at 7pm, as each evening. The food was excellent, we really thank 

Karma and Jose for their friendly hospitality.  

Day 2 Tuesday 24th December 

After our generous breakfast we started the day at 7.15am, dividing the group between the three off-road 

vehicles that were securely driven by Tino, Toño and Eva, the local guides.  

 

At 8am we started our search for wild mammals near the town of Ruesga. We worked pretty hard on our search, 

but animals seemed unwilling to show up. However, when our nerves started to bother us, a magnificent adult 

male Wolf was spotted in the distance. We all turned around to glimpse him in the bushes, and suddenly this 

amazing creature turned up just within 100 metres from where we were. This was certainly the very best moment 

of the tour, because we all not only could take wide pictures of the animal but also watch it for at least five 

minutes with the scope and even with our naked eyes. The solitary wolf was apparently from a different pack, 

and it was first sniffing the ground to find out who was the owner of this terrain.  

 

When we were ready to leave, we decided to stay some extra minutes; this was again fortunate, because suddenly 

Tino claimed another breathtaking sight. A male Brown Bear was scratching himself against a big tree in the 

distance. The animal was definitely marking his territory and even climbed all the way to the very top of the 

trunk. However, by the time we were ready to record him on our cameras, the animal suddenly started to run 

down the hill really fast, apparently chased out by a nearby large Wild Boar.  

 

We could have spent the entire day over there, but we were ready for a coffee break which we took at El Roble 

in Cervera de Pisuerga town. We needed to keep going with our amazing day. We had lunch in Celada de 

Robledo, in the heart of a mature Oak forest. This was a unique opportunity for us to have a view of the 

southernmost European population of Middle Spotted Woodpecker. 
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Day 3 Wednesday 25th December 

During our drive to the morning “espera” we were delighted with a brief view of a Barn Owl and the endemic 

Broom Hare along our way on the off-road trail. This morning we saw an extended group of Red Deer, but there 

was no trace of any predators, other than two beautiful Red Foxes that we could photograph near the road after 

the coffee break.  

 

During the afternoon we could experience quite some off-road action near Polentinos, on our way to a fantastic 

mountain hut where we had our amazing lunch, with a working fireplace included! That was our first good 

sighting of a flying Golden Eagle that gave fantastic close views. During the busy lunch we could also see 

another fox in the distance that was having a siesta, and a new bird species for some of the group, Rock Bunting.  

 

The Christmas dinner at the hotel was absolutely superb. We all enjoyed this original traditional Spanish 

“Navidad” party; this is, for sure, a good opportunity to spend a different kind of holiday at a special time of the 

year.  

Day 4 Thursday 26th December 

Today we decided that the animals also had a good Christmas “banquete” over the last two days, as certainly they 

seemed to be having a long siesta in their refuges. We only saw some foxes and deer this morning.  

 

But we did work on our coffee and then made our way to one of the most significant viewpoints in the 

Cantabrian Range, the Piedrasluengas mountain pass, from where we could see the white-topped Picos de 

Europa on the northern Cantabria side, and the Palentian mountains to the south. Again, we had a fantastic 

lunch in a perfect, sheltered mountain hut where we saw a close, friendly group of Marsh Tits.  

 

After lunch we took a nice peaceful walk along the ridge of the watershed between the Atlantic and the 

Mediterranean seas. We enjoyed distant views of a beautiful couple of Golden Eagles resting at the very top of a 

cliff. It was a perfect opportunity to notice the larger size of the female, compared to her partner. We explored 

the Beech forest for first time, and discovered an amazing hole in the cliffs called the Caloca Eye. Furthermore, 

we could also finally find our wanted local breed of Cantabrian Chamois in the very far distance, playing in the 

snowy mountains.  

 

This evening we were not fortunate with the Wild cat, but we did see a Bullfinch, Red-billed Chough, and an 

Iberian Green Woodpecker.  

Day 5 Friday 27th December 

We decided to have another early morning try, because the animals should have already started to feel hungry 

after their previous fest event! This was definitely the right call because we could finally watch the foremost 

desired species for the local patch: Brown Bear. We were able to watch a mother Brown Bear with three year-old 

cubs for about 20 minutes, walking through the forest to the streams. It was a superb wildlife observation 

experience, that was added to by another Wolf, seen in the far distance. An amazing finale! 



Wolf-Watching in Spain Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     February 20 3 
 

This was an excellent tour with a really enthusiastic team, full of joy and excitement, especially watching wolf and 

bear at the same time. This is, for sure, one of the very few places in Europe where you can do this, while 

roaming wild and free in this unforgettable Palentian mountains.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

Group Picture by Diane Jackson 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Mammals (✓=recorded but not counted; * Most taxonomists do not currently recognise Iberian Wolf as a separate 

subspecies.) 

      December 

  Common Name Scientific Name 23 24 25 26 27 

1 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

2 (Iberian) Wolf Canis lupus (signatus)*  
✓   

✓ 

3 Red Deer Cervus elaphus  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Cantabrian Chamois Rupicapra pyrenaica parva     
✓ 

5 Wild Boar Sus scrofa  
✓    

6 Broom Hare Lepus castroviejoi   
✓ ✓  

7 Brown Bear Ursus arctos arctos  
✓   

✓ 

Birds   
     

1 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   
✓   

2 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia "feral"   
✓   

3 Rock Dove Columba livia  
✓  

✓  

4 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus  
✓    

5 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   
✓   

6 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus   
✓  

✓ 

7 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis    
✓  

8 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia ✓    
✓ 

9 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo   
✓   

10 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis ✓    
✓ 

11 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea  
✓ ✓   

12 Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus  
✓ ✓ ✓  

13 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

14 Red Kite  Milvus milvus ✓    
✓ 

15 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

16 Western Barn Owl Tyto alba ✓ ✓    

17 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocoptes medius  
✓    

18 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major  
✓    

19 Iberian Green Woodpecker  Picus sharpei    
✓  

20 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus ✓ ✓  
✓  

21 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius  
✓  

✓  

22 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

23 Red-billed Chough  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax    
✓  

24 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

25 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   
✓   

26 Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris    
✓  

27 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus ✓ ✓  
✓  

28 Great Tit  Parus major  
✓ ✓   

29 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus  
✓ ✓ ✓  

30 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   
✓   

31 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea  
✓    

32 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla  
✓    

33 Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor  
✓  

✓  

34 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

35 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos  
✓    

36 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

37 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula  
✓  

✓  
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      December 

  Common Name Scientific Name 23 24 25 26 27 

38 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros  
✓    

39 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola ✓     

40 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

41 Rock Sparrow  Petronia petronia ✓ ✓    

42 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓ 

43 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓  
✓  

44 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula   
✓   

45 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris ✓     

46 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis  
✓  

✓  

47 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella   
✓   

48 Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia   
✓   

 

 

 

 

Sunny viewpoint by Pablo Perez  Red Deer by Diane Jackson 


