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Tour participants: Jessica Turner and Joan Barrachina (leaders) with 15 Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

While Mallorca has been a regular and popular spring destination for many years, this was the first autumn 

venture, with the opportunity for a relaxed week enjoying the birds and other wildlife. While some of the birds 

were less obvious than in the spring, we still had some excellent views of a great range of species, with Balearic 

Warbler, Eleanora’s Falcon, Kingfisher and Purple Heron among the favourites. Some species were already on 

passage, but others had not yet left. We also enjoyed a good range of late-summer butterflies and other insects. 

Among the plants, it was lovely to see Sea Squill with its tall spikes of flowers, while the Merendera and Autumn 

Narcissi were a delight. With the great location and facilities of the hotel, we were able to enjoy a relaxed week of 

autumn wildlife, ‘Going Slow’ in Mallorca. 

Day 1 Saturday 15th September 

UK – Palma- Pollensa Bay 

Nine tour participants met with Jessica at Gatwick Airport’s South Terminal for our Norwegian Airlines 1.25pm 

flight to Palma. Unfortunately, mainly due to stormy conditions in the Mediterranean, the flight was delayed, as 

were many other incoming flights, and we landed at 6.50pm, where we met with Joan, who had also been delayed 

from Barcelona. Two flying in from Stansted arrived shortly afterwards, and we soon emerged into the warm 

evening, collected and loaded the minibuses and set off towards the Pollentia Club Resort on Pollensa Bay. It 

was now dark, but the journey was smooth. As it was late when we arrived, we were welcomed and quickly had a 

light meal, before going to our rooms to settle in and rest after a long day. Two further group members had 

arrived late the previous evening, and the final two, who were on a later flight from Ireland, also arrived safely. 

The night was very warm, and a Cicada was singing near the Reception building. 

Day 2 Sunday 16th September 

Bocquer Valley 

After breakfast, the whole group assembled at 9am ready for our first day’s exploration of the beautiful island of 

Mallorca. A heavy shower during breakfast cleared, and the morning was cloudy and warm, with the sun starting 

to break through. Today we headed to the Bocquer Valley, just behind Puerto Pollensa. We started by driving 

along the bay, enjoying our first proper sight of the Mediterranean. We made a stop at a local supermarket and, 

while Jessica and Joan shopped, some of the group discovered a juvenile Black-crowned Night Heron in a 

stream just under a road bridge, giving extremely close views as we looked down on it. 

 

We drove round to the rough car park which marks the start of this walk. Serin and Linnet were calling as we set 

off up the stony track, and soon a Booted Eagle was sighted over the hills across the valley. Closer to hand, 

Flycatchers showed themselves to be the Balearic race of Mediterranean Flycatcher, a recent split from Spotted 

Flycatcher. Mediterranean Flycatchers occur in the Balearics, Corsica and Sardinia, and have far fewer breast 

markings than the Spotted Flycatchers in the UK. Sardinian Warblers were noisy, and a few were glimpsed. The 

main plants along the path were Lentisk (Pistacia lentiscus), with lots of small red berries, Carob (Ceratonia 

siliqua),with large dark pods, the spiny climber Smilax (Smilax aspera, recognised by some botanists as an endemic 

Balearic variety), Dwarf Fan Palm (Chamaerops humilis) and the tall grass Mauritanian Brome (Ampelodesmos 
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mauritanicus). In more open areas there were clumps of Balearic Milk-vetch (Astragalus balearicus), also known as 

Hedgehog Plant as it lives up to its name by forming spiny tussocks. There was also beautifully fragrant-leaved 

Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis), some with a few flowers. Goats were all around, grazing any tender leaves. 

 

As we walked on, a Blue Rock Thrush showed well but very briefly on the cliffs above, and more Booted Eagles 

were seen. Mediterranean Flycatchers were abundant, and Balearic Warbler was heard but remained elusive. We 

eventually reached a viewpoint over the Cala de Bocquer, and we stopped to enjoy the view in the now hot sun. 

Three Eleanora’s Falcons were flying over the cliffs opposite, then four were seen together, flying overhead. 

Their slim shape was clearly seen and contrasted with two Peregrine Falcons which also appeared, swooping 

down into the valley. Four Ravens flew over, and Crag Martins were all around. At our feet was the endemic 

Balearic St. John’s-wort (Hypericum balearicum), one plant showing a yellow bud, and we found a couple of shiny 

beetles which were identified later as the endemic Timarcha balearica, related to the Bloody-nosed Beetle; this 

species varies a lot in colour, and one was very greenish, the other dark blue-purple. A tiny white-flowered, 

aromatic plant was found to be Micromeria filiformis, a near-endemic to Mallorca, also found in Sardinia and 

Corsica. 

 

We retraced our steps, adding Common Redstart and some extremely close, resting Crag Martins on a nearby 

rock face, many of them juveniles. Denise, who had opted to stay in one place for longer, reported, amongst 

other sightings, Zitting Cisticola and a female Spectacled Warbler. We had our picnic in a nearby park, where a 

Hoopoe gave good views, along with more Mediterranean Flycatchers, before returning to the hotel for a break. 

Thunder was rumbling around, and in the course of the afternoon, we had a terrific thunderstorm. 

 

The heavy rain stopped just before 4pm, and the sun came out as we gathered to explore S’Albufereta, the 

wetland just behind the hotel. There was a beautiful rainbow over the sea. Zitting Cisticolas and Cetti’s Warblers 

were calling, and from the hide, we recorded Little Egret, Grey Heron and Water Rail, seen on the lagoon edge. 

We walked along the edge of the property, seeing a Cetti’s Warbler on a fence, and came to another viewing area. 

Here, we added Marsh Harrier, two lovely Purple Herons and a Common Sandpiper, amongst other species. 

 

We met for dinner at 7pm and afterwards reviewed an excellent first day in the field.  

Day 3 Monday 17th September 

Cuber Reservoir and Lluc Monastery 

We awoke to a beautiful morning, with the many House Sparrows chirping round the hotel. Some of the group 

could see a Cattle Egret roost in S’Albufereta, behind. After breakfast, with our picnic makings on board, we set 

off to spend the day in the Serra de Tramuntana, the mountains of north and west Mallorca. Climbing from the 

plain, there were pleasantly few cyclists on the roads today. As we climbed, we passed tall spikes of Sea Squill 

(Drimia maritima) and pink heather Erica multiflora. We stopped at a café by a viaduct, with views across the 

mountains, and immediately had excellent views of two Black Vultures soaring, plus a juvenile Bonelli’s Eagle. 

Refreshed and encouraged, we moved on to the car park at the Cuber Reservoir, where we set off for our walk. 

Sardinian Warblers were ever present, and four Crossbills flew over. As we approached the dam, Griffon 

Vultures were seen over the mountainside ahead. Wryneck was heard and then seen very close to, first in an 

Olive tree and then low-down on a pylon. We had some great views of this hard-to-see bird. The Smilax (Smilax 

aspera) was flowering profusely, its pale pink flowers scenting the air, attracting mainly wasps, and a Meadow 
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Brown butterfly was seen. In a small quarry, we found a single flower of the autumn crocus Merendera (Colchicum 

filiformis) and the leaves of the spring-flowering Balearic Cyclamen (Cyclamen balearicum). A large Praying Mantis 

was holding and eating a fly, and there were many grasshoppers on the path, several of them being the red- or 

blue-winged ‘Flash-colours’. Ravens, Goldfinches and Mediterranean Flycatchers were also seen.  

 

Eventually we made our way back to the minibuses and drove a short distance back to the picnic area under the 

trees by the lake at Gorg Blau. As we arrived, several Griffon Vultures were thermalling overhead, and one dived 

down into a cave on the rock face, presumably to a nest. As we enjoyed another delicious picnic, a Field Mouse 

kept us company, coming out from a hole where we were sitting, and enjoying some of the cheese! Overhead, 

Firecrest and a Crossbill gave excellent views. 

 

We then moved on down to Lluc Monastery, where we spent some time enjoying refreshments and exploring 

the grounds of this peaceful location. Some visited the little Botanic Garden, the Basilica and climbed to the 

crosses above the monastery. Kestrel, Peregrine and Hoopoe were among the birds recorded here. Another 

species reported was Green Woodpecker; however, the Iberian Green Woodpecker is listed as ‘rare / accidental’ 

for Mallorca, while the European Green Woodpecker does not occur. Cloud was gathering, and a few rumbles of 

thunder were heard as we returned to the vehicles, but the rain kept off until we were all in the dry – and it was 

only a light shower, anyway. We continued our drive down to the plain, and back to the hotel. 

 

We met later for a briefing, dinner and to update our lists, after another excellent day. 

Day 4 Tuesday 18th September 

S’Albufera Marsh and north S’Albufereta Marsh 

It was another very warm day with high humidity and cloudy skies. After an early breakfast, we left the hotel at 

8.30am to drive to the Parc Naturel de S’Albufera, just south of Alcudia. We parked in the small car park and 

made our sandwiches for lunch, making sure of the parking space and a prompt start. A shower started just as 

we set off for the entrance, but it barely warranted waterproofs and did not last. As we walked up the path 

towards the visitor centre, we had excellent views of an adult Night Heron in the trees opposite, which we could 

compare with the juvenile seen on day two, and then saw more roosting further up. Fish, possibly Thick-lipped 

Mullet, were in the canal, especially visible near the entrance bridge, and Kingfisher was heard but not seen. 

Cetti’s Warblers were everywhere and seen as they flew across the track. 

 

After signing in and using the facilities at the centre, we split into two groups, as the hides are fairly small. The 

group with Joan started with the Sa Roca hides on the first lagoon, while Jessica’s group walked to the bridge. 

The humidity was fairly energy-sapping for some, but we all saw some excellent birds, including a very close, 

hunting Squacco Heron, Red-knobbed Coot, Western Swamphen and a magnificent perched Osprey. Great, 

Little and Cattle Egrets were abundant, giving useful comparisons. A flock of Squacco Herons and two 

Spoonbill flew overhead, Purple and Grey Heron were seen, plus a selection of ducks including very smart 

Gadwall, flocks of Teal and Shoveler still in eclipse. Those who ventured to the far Es Colombars viewpoint also 

saw 10 Marbled Ducks. Waders included Kentish and Little Ringed Plovers, Greenshank and Common 

Sandpiper. Some other wildlife was also about, including Clouded Yellow and Speckled Wood butterflies, a 

couple of the magnificent Wasp Spider type Argiope trifasciata (an Iberian species which has some more silver-

white stripes than our species), and a large Viperine Snake, swimming. 
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We met back at the visitor centre to use benches for our picnics, and then re-visited the nearby hides as Glossy 

Ibis had appeared. Marsh Harrier and Hoopoe were seen in flight, and Goldfinches were enjoying Thistle heads. 

The cloud was building and thunder starting to rumble, so we made our way back to the entrance, most of the 

group then walking down to the beach opposite, where we saw Audouin’s Gull, and wondered at the ‘egragopili’: 

brown balls of the washed-together leaf-bases of Neptune-grass (Posidonia oceanica), which look a bit like dead sea 

urchins covering the beach. Plants noted today included abundant flowering Golden Samphire (Limbarda, 

formerly Inula, crithmoides), the pungent Woody Fleabane (Dittrichia viscosa, related to Stink Aster), fruiting 

Strawberry Tree (Arbutus unedo) and a dark-blue Viper’s-bugloss Echium sabulicola, as well as the abundant salt-

marsh species Shrubby Glasswort (Sarcocornia fruticosa) and Sea-purslane (Atriplex portulacoides).  

 

As before, we reached the hotel just as the rain started to fall, and we soon had a tremendous downpour, which 

stopped a few minutes before our pre-agreed meeting time of 4.30pm, giving way to sun and another beautiful 

rainbow over the sea. While some decided to enjoy the hotel’s facilities on this now-beautiful afternoon, others 

of the group then drove a short distance up the road, to park by a track leading into the north side of 

S’Albufereta nature reserve at Can Cullerassa. Here we saw Red-legged Partridge, Stonechats, Zitting Cisticola 

and Cetti’s Warblers, but it was generally quiet, apart from masses of dragonflies, including Migrant Hawkers. 

Purple and Grey Herons were seen in flight together, allowing comparison, while three Kestrels circling high 

overhead may have been Lesser, from their behaviour, but could have been a family of Common. Certainly, 

Common Kestrel was on a pylon. Another Marsh Harrier and two Booted Eagles were also seen. 

 

We again met before dinner for a briefing and completed our checklists afterwards, agreeing that we’d had 

another excellent day. 

Day 5 Wednesday 19th September 

S’Illot (south Albufera) and Son Real; Alcudia or S’Albufereta 

We woke to another very warm and humid morning, but with an improving weather forecast, saying that 

showers might be more restricted. After breakfast we set off south to visit another area of S’Albufera: the old 

salt-pan lagoons at S’Illot. The group were dropped at the end of a sandy track, while Jessica and Joan parked 

further down in the beach car park and walked back. There were several waders in or near the water: as well as 

Black-winged Stilts, there was a fine Curlew Sandpiper, a Ruff, and several Little Ringed and Kentish Plovers, 

allowing comparison. Cetti’s Warblers and Zitting Cisticolas were ever-present, and Stonechat families were on 

the path and wires. A Kestrel was on a pylon, and a Booted Eagle was seen high in the sky. Dragonflies were still 

frustrating to see in detail, but Green-eyed (also called Norfolk) Hawker was identified, as well as Migrant 

Hawker, and we saw another Wasp Spider, trapping and wrapping a fly. A glimpse of a distant harrier was 

probably Montagu’s but couldn’t be confirmed. 

 

The end of the path was some sandy rough ground, where we saw four Stone-curlew, with a Balearic Woodchat 

Shrike on a fence, hard to see with the heat haze and foreground vegetation. A wander along a smaller path 

produced some flowering Sea Lavender (Limonium oleifolium), Common Blue Butterflies, Millipedes, and a 

Mammoth Wasp Megascolia bidens. Now feeling very hot, we retired for a break and cooling drinks to a bar in Can 

Picafort. 
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We then drove a short distance beyond to the ‘Public Finca’ of Son Real. This is an old farmhouse and estate, 

managed and farmed in the traditional way, but also used as an educational resource. We had our picnic at some 

shady tables, seeing Hoopoe in the adjacent field. The cloud had been building and the thunder rumbling, but 

the storm came closer, and the rain started just as we were clearing up. Despite finding shelter in the buildings, 

everyone got rather wet. As we set off, the rain eased, but we opted to return to the hotel, noting the deep 

floodwater in the outskirts of Can Picafort, which had obviously been at the centre of the storm. 

 

After a break, some of the group re-gathered at 3.45pm to visit the old town of Alcudia, enjoying the medieval 

town walls and small streets, as well as some delicious ice cream. Others went with Joan to re-visit S’Albufereta, 

where sightings included Purple Heron, Marsh Harrier, Little Grebe and Common Pochard. We met again at 

6.45pm for a briefing before another delicious dinner - tonight was ‘seafood night’- after which we updated our 

checklists and discussed what we had seen, before retiring for the night. 

Day 6 Thursday 20th September 

Formentor Peninsula: Albercutx Watchtower, Cap de Formentor; southern S’Albufereta 

We woke to a fine, fresher morning; the humidity, thankfully, had eased. After an early breakfast, we left at 

8.30am to visit the very popular Formentor Peninsula. Our first stop was at the Albercutx Watchtower, built in 

the late C16 or early C17 to combat piracy; from here there are great views back over the bay. However, our 

main target was closer at hand, as this is a good location for Balearic Warbler. Sure enough, with some patience, 

we all had good views of this iconic species, with three or four individuals spotted. In general, they were skulking 

in bushes, but occasionally moved to where we could see them more clearly and, just as we were about to leave, 

one sat on the top of a Dwarf Fan Palm, giving superb views. Also, a Blue Rock Thrush and a family of 

Northern Wheatears showed well in the morning sun. 

 

Aware of the potential traffic issues, we moved on, with the roads still relatively quiet. The scenery was stunning, 

with views over the cliffs and down into little bays. We eventually reached the lighthouse at the end of the 

peninsula, finding it busy and the car park pretty full, but fortunately, we were able to find space. Eleanora’s 

Falcons were over the cliffs, and we had good views of several birds, appreciating their slender shape and ‘elastic’ 

flight. A small group of Swifts were seen near them, which then flew overhead, allowing definite identification as 

Pallid Swift; these are generally later migrants than Common Swift. Some of the group also had excellent views 

of another Blue Rock Thrush. Although we spent time scanning out to sea, we did not see any shearwaters 

today. Having enjoyed refreshments, we realised how busy the area was becoming and decided it was time to 

leave. Cars were now queuing back down the road for the car park, so we were pleased to be heading in the 

opposite direction. We stopped briefly in the centre of the peninsula, where we recorded Crossbill (the Balearic 

subspecies), and drove past an enormously long queue of cars waiting to come on to the peninsula, by the first 

viewpoint – we all agreed the early start had been very worthwhile! 

 

We had our picnic in the shade of some Aleppo Pine (Pinus halepensis) trees by Pollensa beach, watching a sea 

plane doing circuits, a hovering helicopter, and our first Shag (subsp. desmarestii). A beautiful Swallowtail butterfly 

joined us and, as we were leaving, so did a Cleopatra. We returned to the hotel for some free time in the heat of 

the afternoon, before most of the group gathered to visit Sa Barcassa, the southern end of S’Albufereta. Back in 

the hotel grounds, a female Blackcap and a Red Admiral were reported. Having driven a short distance and 

parked up, we walked to another viewing platform, seeing groups of Cattle Egrets and Little Egrets nearby. 
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From the viewpoint we were enjoying good views of Western Swamphen, when a hunting Marsh Harrier flew 

by, disturbing many of the birds. Then a Purple Heron was spotted, hunting close at hand, and we could see very 

clearly the relatively large beak, small head and thin, sinuous neck, which give its distinctive silhouette; another 

one was seen in flight. Painted Lady and Common Blue butterflies were noted, plus Emperor, Migrant Hawker 

and Ruddy Darter dragonflies. We had to return to the hotel but, en route, we stopped for a fantastic view of a 

very close Audouin’s Gull on the beach, looking amazing in the late-afternoon sun. 

 

After another relaxed meal, we discussed the day and our sightings. 

Day 7 Friday 21st September 

Son Bosc (Deporadura, Water Treatment Works); Son Real 

We woke to another glorious morning and the promise of a hot day. After breakfast, we left the hotel at 9am to 

travel back to the southern area of S’Albufera, this time to Son Bosc. We took the road out of Can Picafort 

towards Muro, turning off along a very minor one which ended in a track by the viewing platform over the 

lagoons. In the grassy field as we parked, we could see a flock of Little Ringed Plover running about, plus 

Linnets, House Sparrows and an Iberian Hare. In the ploughed field opposite was a mixed group of small 

passerines: Western Yellow Wagtails of both the nominate and Iberian races, Whinchats and a couple of 

Bluethroats, although the latter were only glimpsed. Several plants of Squirting Cucumber (Ecballium elaterium) 

were by the path, and we saw how the seeds are dispersed. A Hoopoe was hunting insects in an elevated, open-

fronted bird box, and a Booted Eagle flew over. 

 

We climbed up onto the viewing platform, seeing Gadwall, Cattle Egrets and having a glimpse of a Sedge or 

Moustached Warbler that didn’t stay long enough to allow identification. Marsh Harriers gave good views, as did 

a Red-eared Terrapin, resting on the water’s edge. However, the highlight was a much hoped-for Kingfisher that 

flew right across the lagoon, giving some lovely views. As we were leaving, a pair of Lesser Kestrels circled 

overhead, so we could see how they differed from Common Kestrel. 

 

We then moved on to Son Real, to spend the rest of the morning exploring the fields and tracks around the 

finca, that we had been rained off from previously. As we set off, a Turtle Dove flew in to the top of a Fig tree, 

and sat there, so we all got to see it really well. Nearby was an enclosure of Mallorcan Black Pigs with tiny piglets; 

this is an indigenous species whose products have Regional Protected Status. Hoopoes were flying round, and 

Pied Flycatcher was seen. The ground was starred with occasional tiny Autumn Narcissi (Narcissus serotinus), 

which flowers without leaves. Moving on, we walked through open woodland of Aleppo Pine, where the main 

shrub species were Tree Heath (Erica arborea), Lentisk (Pistacia lentiscus), Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis) and Cistus 

species. Two Thekla’s Larks flew up, and Sardinian Warblers showed sporadically. On a wall was the old larval 

case of a Bagworm, a type of moth whose caterpillars construct protective cases, usually from fragments of shell 

and plant material. Near a hide by a water tank was a plant of Autumn Squill (Scilla autumnalis), but rather more 

exciting was a Hermann’s Tortoise. We wandered back to the shaded picnic tables for our lunch, stopping for 

amazing views of a Hoopoe, sitting, preening, on a branch. As we enjoyed another picnic, a Two-tailed Pasha 

butterfly flew past. Other butterflies seen here included Red Admiral, Painted Lady, Clouded Yellow, 

Swallowtail, Geranium Bronze and Lang’s Short-tailed Blue. 
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After a group photo, we drove into Can Picafort, for ice cream and coffee, before returning to the hotel, one 

group going via the local supermarket. After some free time and an opportunity to enjoy the pool, we met, as 

usual, in the bar, enjoyed a final delicious dinner, and re-gathered to discuss the day. Among species seen round 

or near the hotel today, we added Blackcap and Osprey, and several Turkish Geckos which were on the hotel 

walls. 

Day 8 Saturday 22nd September 

With a late afternoon flight, we had plenty of time to enjoy the glorious morning. Accordingly, we met at 7.30am 

to revisit the southern end of S’Albufereta, where we had been on Thursday afternoon. The sun was just rising 

over the sea as we parked and walked to the viewing platform. We were able to add several new species to our 

list, with four Greater Flamingoes, Red-crested Pochard, Great Crested Grebe, Green Sandpiper and Common 

Pheasant; also, Wigeon was new for some. Many Little and Cattle Egrets were flying round, and Stonechats and 

Sardinian Warblers were seen clearly. Five Marsh Harriers appeared to have just left their roost. But coffee and 

breakfast were calling, so we left this delightful site to return to the hotel. The group then had time to relax and, 

for those who were leaving today, to pack; four members were staying on at the resort. 

 

Having checked out of our rooms, we drove the short distance towards Puerto Pollensa, where we had our final 

Naturetrek picnic in the shade of Aleppo Pines, by the sea. Two of the group had been exploring the town in the 

morning, and met us there, having enjoyed a variety of birds in a small wetland nearby. We then collected our 

luggage, said our thanks to the hotel staff for looking after us so well, and our farewells to those who were 

staying. We had a good journey to the airport, seeing Booted Eagle and Marsh Harrier en route. At the airport 

we said goodbye to Joan, who was flying to Barcelona, and to Mahen and Liz who were on a flight to Belfast. 

The rest of us checked in for our Gatwick flight, which left on time, having enjoyed an excellent week ‘going 

slow’ in Mallorca.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/


Go Slow…In Mallorca!  Tour Report 

 

 

8  © Naturetrek     November 18 
 

Species Lists 

Plants (* indicates a plant is endemic or near-endemic) 

Nomenclature contained within this list follows the taxonomic amendments, based on DNA analysis, made by the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, Kew and the Missouri Botanic Garden, and following The Plant List, an internationally accepted list of 

vascular plant families, published and maintained by these two Institutions. 

 

Scientific name Common name Location 

      

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES   

Selaginellaceae Lesser Clubmoss Family   

Selaginella denticulata Mediterranean Clubmoss Cuber Reservoir 

      

Leptosporangiate Ferns True Ferns   

Aspleniaceae Spleenwort Family   

Asplenium ceterach Rustyback Cuber Reservoir 

Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Spleenwort Cuber Reservoir 

      

Polypodiaceae Polypody Family   

Polypodium cambricum Southern Polypody Cuber Reservoir 

      

GYMNOSPERMS CONIFERS   

Cupressaceae Juniper Family   

Juniperus oxycedrus Prickly Juniper S'Albufera 

Juniperus phoenicea subsp. phoenicea Phoenician Juniper S'Albufera 

      

Pinaceae Pine Family   

Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine Common 

Pinus pinea Stone or Umbrella Pine Coasts 

      

ANGIOSPERMS FLOWERING PLANTS   

Pre-dicots Primitive Angiosperms   

Lauraceae Laurel Family   

Laurus nobilis Bay Son Real 

      

Eu-dicots True Dicotyledons   

Amaranthaceae  Amaranth Family   

Atriplex halimus Shrubby Orache S'Albufera / S'Albufereta 

Atriplex (Halimione) portulacoides  Sea-purslane S'Albufera / S'Albufereta 

Atriplex prostrata  Spear-Leafed Orache S'Albufera / S'Albufereta 

Sarcocornia fruticosa Shrubby Glasswort S'Albufera / S'Albufereta 

      

Anacardiaceae Sumach Family   

Pistacia lentiscus Mastic Bush Bocquer; Son Real 

      

Apiaceae Carrot Family   

Crithmum maritinum  Rock Samphire  S'Albufera beach 

Daucus carota Wild Carrot Scattered 

Eryngium maritimum Sea Holly S'Albufera beach 

Foeniculum vulgare Fennel Scattered 

      

Apocynaceae Periwinkle Family   

Nerium oleander Oleander Planted 
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Scientific name Common name Location 

      

Boraginaceae Forget-me-not Family   

Echium sabulicola A purple Viper's-bugloss S'Albufera 

Heliotropium europaeum Heliotrope Cuber 

      

Brassicaceae Cabbage Family   

Lobularia maritima Sweet Alison S'Illot 

      

Caprifoliaceae Honeysuckle Family   

Scabiosa atropurpurea Mournful Widow scabious Scattered 

      

Cistaceae Rock-rose Family   

Cistus albidus Grey-leaved Cistus Son Real, not in flower 

Cistus monspeliensis Narrow-leaved Cistus Son Real, not in flower 

Cistus salvifolius Sage-leaved Cistus Son Real, not in flower 

      

Compositae (Asteraceae) Daisy Family   

Bellis sylvestris Southern Daisy Lluc  

Centaurea calcitrapa Red Star Thistle Cuber 

Cichorium intybus Chicory Cuber 

Dittrichia viscosa  Woody Fleabane S'Albufera 

Launaea cervicomis* Hedgehog Lettuce Cap Formentor 

Limbarda (Inula) crithmoides Golden Samphire S'Albufera / S'Albufereta 

Onopordum illyricum Cotton Thistle Cuber (dried, large heads) 

Santolina chamaecyparissus subsp. magonica* Lavender Cotton  Son Real 

Scolymus hispanica Golden Thistle Cuber 

      

Crassulaceae Stonecrop Family   

Sedum dasyphyllum Fat-leaved Stonecrop Walls at Sa Barcassa 

Sedum forsterianum - Walls at Sa Barcassa 

      

Cucurbitaceae White Bryony Family   

Ecballium elaterium Squirting Cucumber Son Bosc 

      

Ericaceae Heath Family   

Arbutus unedo Strawberry Tree S'Albufera; Son Real 

Erica arborea Tree Heath Son Real 

Erica multifora   Many-flowered Heath Tramuntana 

      

Euphorbiaceae Spurge Family   

Euphorbia characias subsp. characias Large Mediterranean Spurge Bocquer Valley 

Euphorbia pithyusa A Spurge Bocquer Valley 

      

Fagaceae Oak & Beech Family   

Quercus coccifera Kermes Oak Cuber 

Quercus ilex Holm oak Common 

      

Hypericaceae St. John's-wort Family   

Hypericum balearicum* Balearic St. John's-wort Bocquer; Cuber 

      

Lamiaceae Dead-nettle Family   

Mentha aquatica Water Mint S'Albufera 

Micromeria filiformis* (Tiny white flowers, aromatic) Bocquer 

Phlomis italica* A Jerusalem Sage Cuber (white, furry leaves) 
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Scientific name Common name Location 

      

Rosmarinus officinalis Rosemary Bocquer and elsewhere 

      

Leguminosae (Fabaceae) Pea Family   

Acacia saligna  Blue-leaved Wattle Son Real 

Astragalus balearicus* Balearic Milk-vetch Bocquer, Formentor 

Ononis minutissima A tiny Yellow Restharrow Bocquer 

      

Moraceae Fig Family   

Ficus carica Fig Widely planted and naturalised 

      

Oleaceae Olive Family   

Olea europaea Wild Olive Common  

Phillyrea angustifolia Narrow-leaved Phyllyrea Sa Barcassa 

      

Papaveraceae Poppy Family   

Glaucium flavum Yellow Horned-poppy Roadside near Alcudia 

      

Plumbaginaceae  Thrift Family    

Limonium oleifolium (virgatum) A Sea Lavender S'Illot 

      

Primulaceae Primrose Family    

Cyclamen balearicum*  Balearic Cyclamen Cuber (leaves) 

      

Punicaeae Pomegranate Family   

Punica granatum Pomegranate Son Real 

      

Ranunculaceae Buttercup Family   

Clematis cirrhosa Virgin's Bower Widespread 

Helleborus foetidus Stinking Hellebore Cuber 

      

Rhamnaceae Buckthorn Family   

Rhamnus alaternus Mediterranean Buckthorn Son Real 

      

Rosaceae Rose Family   

Ceratonia siliqua Carob Planted and naturalised 

Rosa sp. - Scattered 

Rubus ulmifolius Bramble Scattered 

      

Rubiaceae Bedstraw Family   

Rubia peregrina Wild Madder Son Real and elsewhere 

      

Scrophulariaceae Figwort Family   

Verbascum sinuatum - Cuber 

      

Tamaricaceae Tamarisk Family   

Tamarix canariensis Canary Island Tamarisk S'Albufera and S'Albufereta 

Tamarix gallica Tamarisk S'Albufera and S'Albufereta 

      

Monocots Monocotyledons   

      

Amaryllidaceae Daffodil Family   

Narcissus serotinus Autumn Narcissus Son Real 
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Scientific name Common name Location 

      

Arecaceae Palm Family   

Chamærops humilis Dwarf Fan Palm Bocquer and Formentor 

Phœnix canariensis Canary Palm Planted 

Phœnix dactylifera Date Palm Planted 

      

Asparagaceae Asparagus Family   

Agave americana Century Plant Planted 

Asparagus acutifolius Sharp-leaved Asparagus Sa Barcassa in flower 

Asparagus horridus  Grey Asparagus Bocquer 

Drimia (Urginea) maritima Sea Squill Tramuntana (tall spikes) 

Ruscus aculeatus Butcher's-broom Son Real woodland 

Scilla autumnalis Autumn Squill Son Real 

      

Colchicaceae Autumn Crocus Family   

Colchicum filifolium (Merendera filifolia) Merendera Cuber 

      

Juncaceae Rush Family   

Juncus maritimus Sea Rush S'Albufera and S'Albufereta 

      

Poaceae Grass Family   

Ampelodesmos mauritanicus - Bocquer and elsewhere - v tall grass 

Arundo donax Giant Reed Common 

Lagurus ovatus Hare's-tail Grass Bocquer 

Phragmites australis Common Reed S'Albufera and S'Albufereta 

      

Posidoniaceae Posidonia Family   

Posidonia oceanica Neptune-grass Coastal 

      

Smilacaceae Smilax Family   

Smilax aspera (var. balearica*) Common Smilax Bocquer, Cuber, in flower 

      

Xanthorrhoeaceae Asphodel Family   

Asphodelus aestivus Common Asphodel Son Real, leaves and dead spikes 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only; LO = leader only) 

      September 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

1 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna             

2 Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata              

3 Gadwall  Mareca strepera            

4 Eurasian Wigeon  Mareca penelope             

5 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos        

6 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca              

7 Marbled Duck Marmaronetta angustirostris     10         

8 Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina              

9 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina             

10 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa LOH            

11 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus              

12 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis         

13 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus              

14 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus             4 

15 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus             
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

16 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia   LO          

17 Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax            

18 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides              

19 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis        

20 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea         

21 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea         

22 Great Egret Ardea alba             

23 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta        

24 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis desmarestii           

25 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo             

26 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus             

27 European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus   1           

28 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus   c15           

29 Cinereous Vulture  Aegypius monachus   4           

30 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus          

31 Bonelli's Eagle Aquila fasciata              

32 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus         

33 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus       ?       

34 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus    H H H H H 

35 Western Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio           LO 

36 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus          

37 Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata              

38 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra        

39 Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus              

40 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus             

41 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta              

42 Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius           

43 Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus           

44 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago             

45 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia            

46 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus              

47 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos          

48 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea              

49 Ruff  Calidris pugnax              

50 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus           

51 Audouin's Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii            

52 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis           

53 (Feral) Rock Dove Columba livia (feral)        

54 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus        

55 European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur              

56 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto        

57 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba              

58 Common Swift Apus apus            

59 Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus              

60 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis     H+LO        

61 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops         

62 Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla              

63 Iberian Green Woodpecker Picus sharpei   ?           

64 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni              

65 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus         

66 Eleonora's Falcon  Falco eleonorae            
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

67 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus             

68 (Balearic) Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator badius              

69 Northern Raven  Corvus corax            

70 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus          

71 Great Tit  Parus major          

72 Thekla's Lark  Galerida theklae             

73 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica         

74 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris            

75 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum            

76 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti  H      

77 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus              

78 Moustached Warbler  Acrocephalus melanopogon           ?   

79 Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus         ?   

80 Eurasian Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus           

81 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis  H      

82 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   LO         

83 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis             

84 Balearic Warbler  Sylvia balearica H            

85 Spectacled Warbler  Sylvia conspicillata              

86 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala        

87 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla            

88 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla              

89 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris              

90 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor            

91 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula        

92 Mediterranean Flycatcher  Muscicapa tyrrhenica balearica         

93 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula             

94 Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica              

95 European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca       LO      

96 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus              

97 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius             

98 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra              

99 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola         

100 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe            

101 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus        

102 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava              

 
(Spanish Wagtail) Motacilla flava iberiae              

103 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs        

104 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris        

105 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina            

106 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra balearica             

107 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis        

108 European Serin  Serinus serinus H             

109 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus   LO           

110 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus              

Butterflies                 

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon             

2 Large White Pieris brassicae           

3 Small White Artogeia rapae              

4 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea          

http://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/species.php?vernacular_name=Holly%20Blue
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

5 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra              

6 Geranium Bronze Cacyreus marshalli              

7 Lang's Short-tailed Blue Leptotes prirthous              

8 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus              

9 Common Blue Polyammatus icarus              

10 Two-tailed Pasha Charaxes jasius              

11 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta             

12 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina              

13 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria              

Reptiles and Amphibians                 

1 Hermann's Tortoise Testudo hermanni              

2 Red-eared Terrapin Trechemys scripta              

3 Turkish Gecko Hemidactylus turcicus             

4 Viperine Snake Natrix maura            

Mammals                 

1 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus              

2 Iberian Hare Lepus granatensis              

3 Bat sp.              

4 Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus              

5 Pine Marten Martes martes              

Other Invertebrates 

Emperor Dragonfly, Anax imperator Migrant Hawker, Aeshna mixta 

Green-eyed Hawker, Aeshna isosceles Ruddy Darter, Sympetrum sanguineum 

Brassy Wave Umber, Menophra japygiaria Bagworm moth larval case, Psychidae sp. 

Cicada, Cicada orni Egyptian Grasshopper, Anacridium aegypticum 

Blue-winged Grasshopper, Oedipoda caerulescens Red-winged Grasshopper, Oedipoda germanica 

Grasshopper spp, Acrididae spp. Praying Mantis, Mantis religiosa 

Endemic Beetle (large, shiny, dark), Trimarcha balearica Green shiny Chafer, Protaetia aeruginosa 

Endemic Glow-worm, Nyctophila heydeni Whirligig Beetle, Gyrinidae sp. 

A Ground Beetle , cf Macrothorax morbillosus balearicus 10-spot Ladybird, Adelia decempunctata 

Hoverfly (hornet-mimic), Parahelophilus versicolor Mammoth Wasp, Megascolia bidens 

A Wasp Spider, Argiope trifasciata Slug sp 

Millipede sp. Woodlouse sp. 

  

Hermann's Tortoise (Rachael Anderson) Albercutx Watchtower (Jessica Turner) 


