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Tour participants: Mike Crewe (leader) with 8 Naturetrek participants 

Summary 

Despite a long history of tourist development, Mallorca still manages to hang onto much of its wildlife and a 

week in autumn there is a wonderful way to shed the stresses of life back home and to enjoy some sea, sun and 

serins! On this trip, we enjoyed mostly warm and sunny weather with just a little inconvenient rain in the hills 

towards the end of the week. The birds performed well for us, especially out on the wetlands, where a steady 

trickle of waders, herons, egrets and ducks included a wide range of migrants, as well as such local specialities as 

Marbled Duck, Western Swamphen and Red-knobbed Coot. Audouin’s Gulls kept us waiting but eventually 

showed up on the beach near the hotel, while we enjoyed prolonged encounters with Eleonora’s Falcons, 

Cinereous Vultures and a whole host more. The hotel did us proud with some fine food and there was plenty of 

opportunity for individual explorations that included visits to the old citadel at Alcudia and even snorkelling 

adventures with a friendly octopus – everyone will have their own personal highlights, I’m sure. 

Day 1 Saturday 25th September 

Having been in Mallorca with another group the previous week, Mike was already on the island and met most of 

the group at the airport after arriving on various flights, with much earlier or later arrivals meeting us at the hotel. 

We started with a quick get-together for most of us in the evening to run over the plans for the week, before we 

settled in fully and prepared for the morrow.  

Day 2 Sunday 26th September 

We had a gentle start today, with no early morning rise and a nice wholesome breakfast to set us up for the day. 

We headed out to spend the morning in the Boquer Valley, where we walked through a typical mix of low-scale 

farming, maquis and open garrigue, dominated by typical plants of the region – Figs, Carobs, Aleppo Pine, 

Olives and Almonds at first, then extensive Lentisc, Dwarf Fan Palm, Common Smilax and Rosemary. Special 

plants of the region included Balearic Moneywort, Majorcan Spiny Germander, Balearic Milk-vetch, Ampelodesmos 

mauritanicus and some fine stands of Sea Squill. A few migrants were in the bushes, including Pied Flycatcher, 

Blackcap and Common Chiffchaffs, along with local Mediterranean Flycatchers and Firecrests. Careful checking 

of a favoured spot soon had us latching onto a flighty but eventually quite showy Balearic Warbler, with a second 

lurking in the background and a Sardinian Warbler flitting around for good measure. We continued to the beach 

overlook at the far end of the valley, before strolling back for our first picnic lunch in the shade of some large 

Aleppo Pines. Blue Rock Thrush and Common Raven were added to the list, too. 

 

After a traditional siesta until 4pm, we made the short journey to the southern section of S’Albufereta and began 

almost immediately with great views of a Stone-curlew. The expanse of pools in front of the various hides gave 

us lots to look at, including plenty of Black-winged Stilts, a flock of Kentish Plovers, numerous Greenshanks and 

a fly-by party of Sanderling. Two juvenile Greater Flamingos were present, a sizeable flock of Gadwall and 

Eurasian Coots plus five Northern Pintail had turned up and a fly-by group of three Greylag Geese was 

unexpected. In a nearby stand of pines, tiny daffodils – Narcissus serotinus – and the pink, spidery flowers of 

Colchicum filifolium were beginning to carpet the ground. 
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Day 3 Monday 27th September 

Today proved hot and sunny, providing ideal weather for the drive down the long peninsula to the lighthouse at 

Cap Formentor. The views were spectacular on the drive down and our early(ish) start ensured that we were 

ahead of the crowds that often gather here later in the day. As we approached the final few hairpins, a barrier 

could be seen across the road and the lighthouse car park appeared to be closed. Undaunted we thought we’d 

check things out and managed to park nicely out of the way with other vehicles along the roadside (though it was 

clear that this was going to become chaotic for others later in the day!). Walking the last few hundred metres, we 

discovered that part of the roadside wall had fallen away, resulting in the need to close off a section of road, but 

we could still get to the lighthouse mirador by foot and we were soon enjoying wonderful encounters with 

Eleonora’s Falcons. Offshore, the activities of feeding Blue-fin Tuna had caught the attention of 60 or more 

Scopoli’s Shearwaters and we enjoyed nice views of these fabulous birds as they rested on the water or glided in 

graceful arcs over the wave tops. After a well-earned coffee break, we started our return journey, thankful that 

we weren’t in the long line of vehicles heading out to a closed road and all that that entailed! 

 

After a picnic lunch and a well-earned break, we took a stroll around the northern section of S’Albufereta, 

following the trail around a series of muddy pools, grassy tracks and tamarisk bushes. In the event, the hot and 

sultry afternoon seemed to put the wildlife to sleep, and we spent more time looking at some of the local flowers 

and insects than we did looking at birds, but that’s OK when you’re interested in anything that decides to come 

your way! 

Day 4 Tuesday 28th September 

This morning we headed a little further afield, taking the road through the nearby town of Alcudia and on to the 

perimeter of the Albufera Reserve. Our first stop was at S’Illot, where Firecrests were noted in the roadside 

Aleppo Pines before we walked the sandy track past the old saltworks. The remnants of the old concrete walls 

provided perching sites for a Dunlin, several Eurasian Teal and seven Marbled Ducks while the tracksides 

abounded with Lamenting Grasshoppers. After finding a couple of reasonably obliging Zitting Cisticolas, we 

continued on through a belt of pines, where a number of Speckled Woods were enjoying the dappled light. 

 

Our journey continued further out, to the fields and back lanes near the water treatment works. A Tree Sparrow 

was a nice find (though very difficult to spot from the vehicle) as we cruised round, before we passed some 

recently ploughed land that was attracting Northern Wheatears, Whinchats and an interesting mix of Yellow 

Wagtails. The lagoons of the water treatment works were attracting many Sand Martins and Barn Swallows, large 

numbers of Northern Shovelers lined the banks and at least 15 Green Sandpipers were present. A party of 12 

Common Pochard had newly arrived, and several Little Grebes were noted. 

Day 5 Wednesday 29th September 

Today we visited S’Albufera, one of the largest reedbeds in the Western Mediterranean region and an 

Internationally important wetland area. A slightly earlier start ensured that we were in the car park before it filled 

up and we prepared our lunches before walking the main drive into the reserve. A party of eight Black-crowned 

Night Herons flew by (to be followed by more in the bushes later), while a Stock Dove (though not appreciated 

at the time!) was probably the rarest bird of the week. We began with a visit to the more or less freshwater pools 
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of Sa Roca, checking each hide in turn for what might be out there. Many Eurasian Teal and Northern Shovelers 

were present and careful searching was required before we located a couple of Garganey among them. A very 

nice mix of waders allowed us to make some useful direct comparisons between the species; Spotted Redshank, 

Common Greenshank, Ruff, Little Stint and Wood, Green and Common Sandpipers were all present, as well as 

easier subjects such as Common Snipe, Northern Lapwing and Little Ringed Plovers. A party of seven Glossy 

Ibis were a treat to see and both Bar-tailed and Black-tailed Godwits were noted, while the incongruous Western 

Swamphens munched their lunch by holding it in a foot, parrot-fashion. 

 

In the afternoon, we headed out to a different suite of hides, via the old stone bridges over the main canals. 

These other hides look out on slightly saltier pools, which attract a slightly different suite of birds. One or two 

Common Shelducks were feeding here, an Osprey hunted in the distance and even a Northern Wheatear popped 

up on a fallen tree stump. On the walk back, we chanced across a remarkably obliging Red-knobbed Coot that 

was perfectly happy to pose for photos while it nibbled at the reed shoots. 

 

Day 6 Thursday 30th September 

We headed for the hills today, winding our way up through the amazingly scenic, limestone landscapes of the 

Tramuntana Mountains. The weather was decidedly cool in comparison with previous days, with cloud hanging 

around the tops of the peaks. Making our way up to Cuber Reservoir, we were at the foot of Mallorca’s highest 

mountain, Puig Major and occasional gaps in the cloud gave us glimpses of the top. We began our walk out 

around the reservoir, noting the occasional Great Tit and Sardinian Warbler along the way, before we chanced 

upon a female Red Crossbill, feeding nearby on pine cones. We had high hopes of latching onto a Wryneck as 

we heard at least four different birds calling but, except for a single fly-by, they all decided to stay hidden, and we 

had to console ourselves with a far more obliging Tawny Pipit. 

 

Further on, we picked out our first vultures as a single Cinereous (Black) Vulture glided across the valley and first 

one, then two, Griffon Vultures popped up. Shortly afterwards, we increased the count to an overall total of five 

Cinereous and four Griffon Vultures, a great total for two species that remain very rare on the island. A little 

rocky outcrop gave us some interesting plants to look at, including Toothed Clubmoss, Rustyback Fern, 

Southern Polypody, Balearic St John’s-wort, Bellis sylvestris and the wonderful Balearic Crocus, among others. 

Lunch was beckoning and we headed for the tables and enjoyed our sandwiches surrounded by Red Crossbills. 

 

Our afternoon plans to visit the 13th Century Lluc Monastery were scuppered by the weather – though it only 

seemed to be raining in the area around the monastery! Since we needed to be back in good time for Covid tests, 

we headed back to base, but some still had time to venture out to the hide behind the hotel and this proved 

fortuitous as a reported Wryneck put in an appearance and was great consolation for the ones we had missed 

earlier in the day. 

Day 7 Friday 1st October 

A pre-breakfast visit to the hotel hide for some was in order this morning, providing us with great views of the 

Wryneck, which was still in residence, as well as a couple of Kingfishers. With an improvement in the weather, 

we headed back up the hill after breakfast and spent a couple of relaxing hours enjoying Lluc Monastery and all 

that it had to offer. The botanic garden proved popular – as did the coffee shop! – while some even managed a 
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wander up into the wooded slopes beyond the monastery to find a few Robins, Blue Tits, Sardinian Warblers and 

Firecrests. The roadsides here were also brightened up by the mass flowering of the tall and shrubby Erica 

multiflora bushes. Unfortunately, the weather decided to do much as it did yesterday and we barely managed to 

get the lunch laid out before the heavens opened again and rain set in. 

 

Undaunted, we headed for base and a siesta down on the sunnier coast, before we headed out for a couple of 

hours later in the afternoon at the southern part of the Albufereta. Even more of the Narcissus and Colchicum 

flowers were out, while a quick search of the area quickly turned up a few Autumn Lady’s-tresses in flower. The 

Greater Flamingo count had increased to seven and two Northern Lapwings and a Dunlin had turned up. 

Probably the best surprise was a Tree Pipit that was feeding in the grounds of the little finca we were walking 

past. 

Day 8 Saturday 2nd October 

Regular as clockwork, the last day always has to show itself and we had much to do to prepare for the homeward 

journey. Despite this, some of us found time for a final photo shoot, among the scenic splendour of the 

Albercutx mirador. Wildlife took a back seat this morning as we chose to simply soak up the warmth, the sea and 

the scenery and to just enjoy being out there amongst it all – oh, and photographing the goats! Many thanks to all 

group members for making this a fun week and I hope that we all get to meet up again soon. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

     Sep-Oct 
 Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 01 02 

1 Greylag Goose Anser anser  3       

2 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna        4       

3 Garganey  Spatula querquedula        2        

4 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata    100 ✓    

5 Gadwall  Mareca strepera   40   2 20   30    

6 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

7 Northern Pintail Anas acuta  5       

8 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca    12 ✓  1  

9 Marbled Duck Marmaronetta angustirostris    7 1    

10 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina      12         

11 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa   4             

12 Feral Rock Dove  Columba livia ✓ ✓  
✓      

13 Stock Dove  Columba oenas         1       

14 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

15 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ 

16 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus   H H H H H  

17 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus  ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

18 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra   2   6  15    30    

19 Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata     1    

20 Western Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio     6    

21 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   3   4 1        

22 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus   2         7    

 23 Eurasian Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus  4 1      

24 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus  20  ✓  ✓   2  

25 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus         2   2    

26 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula     1    

27 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius  1  1 15  2  

28 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus  35 12  6  2  

29 Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica     1    

30 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa     1    

31 Ruff Calidris pugnax     2    

32 Sanderling Calidris alba  6       

33 Dunlin Calidris alpina  1  1 4  1  

34 Little Stint Calidris minuta     1    

35 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago    1 10    

36 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos  1  3 3  2  

37 Green Sandpiper Tringa erythropus   1 15 5  1  

38 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola     5    

39 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus     15    

40 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia  10   10  5  

41 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus        20+       

42 Audouin’s Gull  Ichthyaetus audouinii          1  1    

43 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis    
✓    1      3  

44 Scopoli’s Shearwater  Calonectris diomedea    60+            

45 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo     1   2  2        

46 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus     7    

47 Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus        H        
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     Sep-Oct 
 Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 01 02 

48 Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax  1      10+        

49 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

50 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   6 4  4  3  1  9    

51 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea   1 1            

52 Great Egret  Ardea alba   1             

53 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta   ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

54 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus         1       

55 Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus           4    

56 Cinereous Vulture  Aegypius monachus           5     

57 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus  1 1 2     

58 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   2 1  6  6    2    

59 Red Kite  Milvus milvus     1  2  2 

60 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops       1 2        

61 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis      H  H    2    

62 Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla           ✓   1  

63 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus  1 1 5 2 ✓ 2  

64 Eleonora’s Falcon  Falco eleonorae    2  6+           

65 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus   2 2         1  

66 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   6 4   3  1 

67 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus        
✓ ✓   

68 Great Tit  Parus major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

69 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis           2   

70 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia      50      ✓    

71 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris  20+ 20+   
✓   

72 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   1 20 ✓  
✓ ✓ 

73 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti    ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

74 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus      1      2   

75 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita    H       

76 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis     3 2 6  2  3    

77 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla    H      H  

78 Sardinian Warbler  Curruca melanocephala   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

79 Balearic Warbler  Curruca balearica   2           

80 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla   2  1 2 H H   ✓   

81 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes        2  ✓ H  

82 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris     60  3  

83 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

84 Mediterranean Flycatcher  Muscicapa tyrrhenica  6+   1    

85 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula           ✓   

86 European Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula hypoleuca   1         

87 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus   3 2           

88 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius   3  2     1   H  

89 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra    2     

90 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

91 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe  2 1 1 1 1   

92 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus     1       

93 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

94 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava   H 2 ✓   H H H   

95 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea     H    1 

96 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris      1   

97 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis           1    

98 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs    H   
✓ ✓ ✓  
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     Sep-Oct 
 Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 01 02 

99 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris    2 1 6 ✓ ✓ H   

100 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   6   20  ✓       

101 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra        8 15  ✓ ✓  

102 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis    10 ✓ ✓  ✓ 20 ✓   

103 European Serin  Serinus serinus    H H 1    2    H 

104 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra   1      1   

105 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus   ✓         1   

Reptiles & Amphibians                   

1 Iberian Water Frog Pelophylax perezi       H          

2 Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica     1          

3 Red-eared Terrapin Trachemys scripta       3         

Butterflies                   

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon       ✓      
✓  

2 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra          ✓     

3 Clouded Yellow  Colias crocea     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ 

4 Small White Pieris rapae         ✓        

5 Lang’s Short-tailed Blue Leptotes pirithous  ✓ ✓    ✓  

6 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui   ✓  ✓         

7 Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta     
✓     

✓  

8 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria      
✓ ✓ ✓     

9 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera     ✓   ✓ 

10 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina    
✓          

Dragonflies                   

1 Western Willow Spreadwing Chalcolestes viridis      ✓        

2 Lesser Emperor Anax parthenope    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓       

3 Red veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii    
✓  ✓  ✓     ✓   

 

Other creatures of interest 

American Blue Crab Callinectes sapidus 

Wasp Spider Argiope bruennichi 

European Mole Cricket Gryllotalpa gryllotalpa 

Lamenting Grasshopper Eyprepocnemis plorans 

Cone-headed Grasshopper Acrida ungarica 

European Paper Wasp Polistes dominula 

mammoth wasp sp. Megascolia bidens 

Hummingbird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum 

Flora 

A nice selection of plants was noted during the course of the week, with a little over 200 species listed in total. 

For brevity, here’s a list of those species that particularly caught our eye or which are of special interest in being 

endemic to the region. 
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Rustyback Fern Asplenium ceterach 

Southern Polypody Polypodium cambricum 

Fragile Joint-pine Ephedra fragilis 

Aleppo Pine Pinus halepensis 

 Colchicum filifolium 

Common Smilax Smilax aspera 

Autumn Lady's-tresses Spiranthes spiralis 

Balearic Crocus Crocus cambessedesii 

 Asphodelus aestivus 

 Narcissus serotinus 

Sea Daffodil Pancratium maritimum 

Sea Squill Drimia maritima 

 Asparagus acutifolius 

 Asparagus horridus 

Dwarf Fan Palm Chamaerops humilis 

Sharp Rush Juncus acutus 

Small Caltrops Tribulus terrestris 

Carob Ceratonia siliqua 

Pitch Trefoil Bituminaria bituminosa 

Least Restharrow Ononis minutissima 

Balearic Milk-vetch Astragalus balearicus  

Squirting Cucumber Ecballium elaterium 

Balearic St John's-wort Hypericum balearicum 

Pomegranate Punica granatum 

Lentisc Pistacia lentiscus 

 Erica multiflora 

Mediterranean Strawberry Tree Arbutus unedo 

Oleander Nerium oleander 

Balearic Moneywort Sibthorpia africana  

Common Vervain Verbena officinalis 

 Micromeria filiformis  

Majorcan Spiny Germander Teucrium subspinosum 

 Phlomis italica  

Flat-topped Carline Thistle Carlina corymbosa  

Golden Thistle Scolymus hispanicus  

Slender Blue Lettuce Lactuca tenerrima  

 Helichrysum crassifolium  

 Bellis sylvestris  

 Artemisia caerulescens  

Golden-samphire Limbarda crithmoides  

Field Eryngo Eryngium campestre  

 


