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Tour participants: Luis Alberto Rodríguez and Rob Mileto (leaders) with 14 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Sunday 12th May 

UK to Malaga 

This was a “Go Slow” trip, so we all made our way from various locations close to home. The five of us that 

formed the Gatwick contingent had an uneventful flight out over Jersey, France and Spain arriving only a touch 

later than expected. We picked up the hired minibus, met Luis the local guide and another group member and 

were soon navigating the streets of Malaga to our city centre hotel. This was a 20 minute opportunity to see our 

first Spanish birds. Unsurprisingly for a city it was the likes of House Sparrow, Feral/Rock and Collared Doves, 

but also the more exotic, like Spotless Starling. 

 

The Hotel Molina Lario is located in the old part of Malaga with views of the cathedral one way and the harbour 

the other – the best place to see both is from the roof top terrace with plunge pool. At around 19:00 we finally 

all met up in the hotel lobby where Rob gave a quick briefing on what to expect and, most importantly, to 

remember that this was a holiday and to be enjoyed! Dinner was in the hotel. We suspect the fancy menu had 

been translated with Google, since what was described bore only a passing resemblance to what was actually 

served up! However, it tasted great and was but the start of what turned out to be quite a week of gastronomic 

adventure! 

Day 2 Monday 13th May 

El Torcal and the Alcazaba 

A buffet breakfast was enjoyed at a reasonable hour and then it was out to briefly enjoy the Pallid Swifts 

wheeling above us, before setting off through Malaga and into the countryside.  

 

Within an hour we were at El Torcal. This nature reserve, set in a rocky karst landscape of limestone, has been 

eroded into weird and wonderful shapes. This added an extra dimension to our birding as we spotted Blue Rock 

Thrush and Rock Sparrow sneaking around nooks and crannies of the rock fissures and promontories during our 

ascent. 

 

Near the top, there is a visitor centre and here was a chance for a comfort stop and also some cracking views of 

Red-billed Chough and Black Redstart. From here we took a short walk starting with an unexpected Red Fox at 

the side of the centre! Nearby there were Melodious Warbler, Subalpine Warbler and Cirl Bunting. Over the 

arching grey peaks soared Griffon Vultures with Alpine Swifts darting through the sky on their sickle wings. 

Some Iberian Ibex put on a good show since they are used to people coming to see the amazing rock formations. 

As we trundled slowly back to the centre a tall and handsome Sawfly Orchid made for an easier photo than any 

bird.  

 

A short walk in another direction bought us to viewpoint looking out over the Andalusian countryside with 

Malaga in the far distance. Here there were more soaring vultures, a twittering Serin, another smart Blue Rock 

Thrush and Eurasian Crag Martins hawking insects on the wing. A very prominently perched Sardinian Warbler 

was a welcome bonus.  
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As we drove back down the slopes, we stopped on a couple of occasions. On the first, the bouldery slopes 

revealed Thekla’s Lark and Common Linnet. The second stop held quite a treat - excellent views of a super 

smart male Black-eared Wheatear in fresh breeding plumage. At the base of the escarpment, a short detour took 

us to a nest site for Bonelli’s Eagle. A well grown chick in the nest proved a tricky spot even through a 

telescope… well, it was about 1km away!  

 

We drove back for a late lunch at the hotel. There was then just time for a quick siesta. At around 17:00 we took 

a short walk to the Alcazaba - a palatial fortification built by the Hammudid dynasty in the early 11th century. 

Our guide here was Ana Fructuoso. As we wandered through the ex-palace and admired the views over the city, 

Ana told us about the rich history of the place. Into the bargain, we got up close to a Yellow-legged Gull.  

 

Later that evening we strolled to the El Pimpi restaurant and surprisingly saw Black-crowned Night Heron on 

the way! It had decided to spend some time in a cypress tree in the Cathedral gardens! The dinner at El Pimpi 

was fantastic with four starters in the atmospheric lively ‘cellars’, previously frequented by the likes of Sean 

Connery and Antonio Banderas. 

Day 3 Tuesday 14th May 

Laguna Dulce, Guadalteba Farmlands, Laguna de Fuente de Piedra 

We had a relaxed 9am departure and an hour or so later we were in a hide overlooking the freshwater lake, 

Laguna Dulce. Serenaded by Cetti’s Warbler we looked out upon some lovely Black-necked Grebes, the rare 

White-headed Duck, elegant Greater Flamingo and fly pasts by Gull-billed Tern. We changed to a nearby 

position to get better views of Glossy Ibis and somewhat distant Red-crested Pochard. 

 

Next, taking a gravel track between arable fields we soon spotted our first Montagu’s Harrier… and then 

another… and another… In the end we saw at least seven individuals, some really close. Here there were also 

Crested Lark and Corn Bunting. Soon it was time for coffee complete with Spotless Starling, fighting against a 

stiff breeze to get to their nest in palms. 

 

We then swung by another part of the freshwater lake shore. Here we enjoyed Northern Shoveler, a lone 

Gadwall drake, Common Sandpiper, Northern Lapwing (with tiny fluffy chicks) and a snatched view of Calandra 

Lark. 

 

It was great to see some lovely European Bee-eaters en route to the Visitor Centre. In its car park we had a 

varied picnic lunch and a drop of wine. Then there was time to squeeze in a walk to some shallow brackish 

pools. Here some waders allowed close views and the subtle differences between Curlew Sandpiper and Dunlin, 

and between Ringed Plover and Little Ringed Plover, could be more easily distinguished, despite the plovers 

having very muddy legs and bills to try to confuse us! Here too were Redshank, Pied Avocet, Black-winged Stilt 

and Red-rumped Swallow flying by. This being a ‘Go Slow’, we should really have been heading back, but a 

White Stork nest, on top of a tall chimney, and with three chick heads showing was just too much of a 

temptation. There was also a Lesser Kestrel in a tree nearby. 

 

Consequently, there was only a short break back at the hotel before a very short walk to Malaga Cathedral. Here 

we met Ana again and learned many facts about the historic building including that it was built between 1528 and 
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1782 on or near the site of a former mosque, a tiny bit of which she pointed out. Also, the original plans had 

been for it to have two towers, but funds were misappropriated and only one was completed. This gave rise to 

the name by which the cathedral is affectionately referred to, La Manquita, loosely interpreted as "one armed 

woman". 

 

It was another short walk to dinner later that evening (19:30). The venue tonight was El Rescoldo (“The 

Embers”) – four starters again! There was time to sneak in the checklist on our return. 

Day 4 Wednesday 15th May 

Montes de Malaga and the Picasso Museum 

Another leisurely departure, this time at 09:30. We wound our way up the hills behind the city affording excellent 

views and a new landscape of pine forest. After some 40 minutes we arrived and took a short walk on a wide 

track. In the trees were Short-toed Treecreepers, while overhead Short-toed Eagle showed all too briefly, - we 

couldn’t see the short toes on either!  

 

As we strolled, there was Western Bonelli’s Warbler and both Coal and Blue Tit to see. There were also some 

nice orchids to admire, including Pink Butterfly Orchid and Purple Limadore. Butterflies were also plentiful in 

the morning sunshine, including Marsh Fritillary, Painted Lady and Black-eyed Blue. A Firecrest proved quite a 

neck breaker, but was a lovely little spot. The Blackcap and Spanish Psammadromus lizard were somewhat 

easier. After a comfort stop, we had chocolate and loquats back at the vans, and we were back in hotel for lunch 

at 13:30. 

 

At 15:45 we strolled along to the Picasso museum. This private museum holds some 200 of the great artist’s 

works – everything from paintings he did aged 13 to those when he was 91 years old! The layout is 

predominantly chronological, showing how the artist’s work changed over time. It also highlights the cyclical 

nature of his artistic investigations, and his exploration of the expressive possibilities of several media. 

 

Dinner was at the Taberna de Siglo (“Tavern of the Era”). There was no main, just a seemingly endless supply of 

‘tasters’, although that underplays the quantities! I think the complete list was (not including the bread and 

delicious dipping oil)…Tuna salad, tomato salad, spinach croquettes, meat croquettes, cheese croquettes, four 

cured meats platter, battered seafood platter, breaded chicken goujons, pork loin, fried peppers, marinated 

artichokes, fried potatoes with hot sauce and yummy marinated olives! 

Day 5 Thursday 16th May 

El Chorro and La Concepción Botanical Gardens 

Today was to be a gentle day exploring the environs of El Chorro (“The Jet”, pertaining to the jet of water that 

used to shoot from the narrow gorge here). Our first stop was on the edge of a rather dramatic and impressive 

steep-sided reservoir (La Encantada) that was the ‘top’ of a pump storage hydroelectric scheme. When the wind 

blows on turbines or the sun shines on panels, water is pumped here to generate electricity for when it is neither 

windy nor sunny. When we arrived, it was just about the time the Griffon Vultures were getting active and 

checking out the thermals. Several were gliding on their two metre wings both above and below us. There was 
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also a good deal of Common Crossbill activity. Initially a good view eluded us since they were toing and froing 

between conifers. Eventually however, several perched on nearby wires and we got to fully see their curious 

crossed bill.  

 

As we made our way to the famous Camino del Rey (“The King’s Path), there were Bee-eaters en route to 

entertain us. The camino itself is a rather scary looking walkway pinned along the steep walls of El Chorro gorge. 

This walkway had fallen into disrepair and was partially closed for decades, but after extensive repairs and 

renovations, it re-opened in 2015.  

 

We also stopped briefly to admire the rather ornate Conde de Guadalhorce dam before enjoying a coffee in a 

nearby restaurant.  

 

From here we made our way to a boulder and scrub strewn hillside know as Tajo del Cabrero (“Cliff of the 

Goatherder”) where a Woodchat Shrike sat beautifully at the top of a bush… well, for one van at least! Stopping 

to scan the slopes, a pair of shy Dartford Warbler flitted in and out of dense vegetation and with patience most 

got good views of this elusive little bird. However, star billing goes to a perched and this time very obvious 

Bonelli’s Eagle, casting a fierce beady eye over the surrounding countryside for its next meal. 

 

After a relaxed lunch back at our lovely hotel, and a little time to relax (some made use of the rooftop plunge 

pool), we set off for the Botanical Gardens. Here, Alvaro was our guide. In just a couple of hours, we couldn’t 

do justice to the 25 hectares of formal and informal gardens, but we saw plenty of unusual and fine plant 

specimens. There was also Red Squirrel, Spotted Flycatcher and Iberian Green Frog, for those hungering after 

animals rather than plants. 

 

Dinner was at the Beluga restaurant where there was a massive selection of paellas, as well as the usual mix of 

starters.  

Day 6 Friday 17th May 

Desembocadura del Guadalhorce 

It was only a short drive to the Desembocadura del Guadalhorce (“River mouth of the Guadalhorce“). Here, 

between the arms of the Guadalhorce River, are a series of man-made and natural wetlands that are havens for 

waterbirds… and we were not disappointed. On one arm of the river lurked Squacco Heron and Little Egret. 

Then on a nearby pool Black-winged Stilt perched awkwardly on nests, their bright red legs sticking out behind 

them.  

 

As we strolled, we were serenaded by Zitting Cisticola (well, a serenade of sorts…). At a large pool near the sea, 

Slender-billed and Audouin's Gull stood side by side, allowing us to spot the differences. Sandwich Tern stood 

stoically nearby and Dunlin, Sanderling, (confusingly in summer plumage) and Kentish Plover ran around the 

mudflats feeding up for the long trip north. As we walked on to further pools, a low fly over by a Honey 

Buzzard was perhaps bird of the day. To cap the morning, the “big lake” (Laguna Grande) held more Sanderling, 

Kentish Plover (one in full breeding regalia), Black-winged Stilt (here with fluffy chicks), Mediterranean Gull, 

Common Shelduck and a lone Ruddy Turnstone.  
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After another fine lunch and some feet up time, we had a relaxing boat trip around and just beyond the harbour, 

affording very scenic views of Malaga from the sea. There were sadly few seabirds to be seen, but we did add our 

last new bird to the trip list – a Lesser Black-backed Gull.  

 

For the first time, we had a short drive to dinner, the Casa Lucas on the beach, which did an extensive fish and 

seafood spread for us. We also finally got to see the introduced, but nonetheless rather cute, Monk Parakeet up 

close. 

Day 7 Saturday 18th May 

Malaga to UK 

We had the morning at leisure. Some chose to visit the Museo de Malaga and enjoy its collection of fine art and 

archaeology. 

 

It was a short walk to lunch at the Café Madrid, a traditional hostelry dating back to 1892 and so one of the 

oldest cafés in Malaga. Here we had a selection of salads, panini and a fantastic assortment of cakes! This is 

where we also said goodbye to six of our party as they were travelling elsewhere, or travelling home later in the 

day. The rest of us headed for the nearby airport around 14:00 and here we sadly said goodbye and so many 

thanks to Luis who had worked so hard to show us the delights of his home turf. All too soon we were back in 

UK, but with fond memories of the natural and cultural wonders of southern Spain. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

  I = introduced May 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna           ✓   

2 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata     ✓         

3 Gadwall Mareca strepera     ✓     ✓   

4 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos     ✓     ✓   

5 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina     ✓         

6 Common Pochard Aythya ferina     ✓     ✓   

7 White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala     ✓     ✓   

8 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis     ✓     ✓   

9 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus     ✓   ✓     

10 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis     ✓         

11 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus     ✓     ✓   

12 White Stork Ciconia ciconia     ✓         

13 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus     ✓         

14 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax   ✓           

15 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides           ✓   

16 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis         ✓     

17 Little Egret Egretta garzetta           ✓   

18 European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus           ✓   

19 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus   ✓ ✓   ✓     

20 Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus       ✓       

21 Bonelli's Eagle Aquila fasciata   ✓     ✓     

22 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus     ✓         

23 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus     ✓     ✓   

24 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra     ✓     ✓   

25 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus     ✓     ✓   

26 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta     ✓     ✓   

27 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus     ✓         

28 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola           ✓   

29 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula     ✓     ✓   

30 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius     ✓         

31 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus           ✓   

32 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa           ✓   

33 Common Redshank Tringa totanus     ✓     ✓   

34 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia           ✓   

35 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos     ✓     ✓   

36 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres           ✓   

37 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea     ✓     ✓   

38 Sanderling Calidris alba           ✓   

39 Dunlin Calidris alpina     ✓     ✓   

40 Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola           ✓   

41 Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei           ✓   

42 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus     ✓     ✓   

43 Audouin's Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii           ✓   

44 Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus           ✓   

45 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

46 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus           ✓   

47 Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica     ✓         
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  I = introduced May 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

48 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis           ✓   

49 Rock Dove Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

50 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus       ✓ ✓     

51 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

52 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba   ✓     ✓     

53 Common Swift Apus apus       ✓       

54 Pallid Swift Apus pallidus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

55 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster     ✓   ✓     

56 Monk Parakeet (I) Myiopsitta monachus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

57 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni   ✓ ✓         

58 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus   ✓   ✓   ✓   

59 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus   ✓           

60 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator         ✓ ✓   

61 Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax   ✓           

62 Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula     ✓         

63 Coal Tit Periparus ater       ✓       

64 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓   ✓ ✓     

65 Great Tit Parus major   ✓   ✓ ✓     

66 Thekla's Lark Galerida theklae   ✓     ✓     

67 Crested Lark Galerida cristata   ✓ ✓     ✓   

68 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica     ✓ ✓   ✓   

69 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris   ✓           

70 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

71 Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica     ✓ ✓   ✓   

72 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti     H     H   

73 Western Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli   H   ✓       

74 Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus     H     H   

75 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta   ✓           

76 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis           ✓   

77 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   ✓   ✓ H H   

78 Western Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortensis   H           

79 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata         ✓     

80 Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans   ✓           

81 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala   ✓     ✓ ✓   

82 Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla       ✓       

83 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   ✓   H ✓     

84 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla       ✓       

85 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

86 Common Blackbird Turdus merula   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

87 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata         ✓     

88 European Robin Erithacus rubecula         ✓     

89 Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos   H           

90 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros   ✓           

91 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius   ✓           

92 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola   ✓     ✓     

93 Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica   ✓           

94 House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

95 Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia   ✓           

96 Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava iberiae     ✓     ✓   

97 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs       ✓ H     

98 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris   ✓           
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  I = introduced May 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

99 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina   ✓           

100 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

101 European Serin Serinus serinus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

102 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra         ✓     

103 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra   ✓ ✓   H     

104 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia   ✓   ✓       

105 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus   ✓   ✓       

Mammals               
 

1 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes ✓            

2 Iberian Ibex Capra pyrenaica ✓            

3 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris       ✓      

4 European Rabbit  ryctolagus cuniculus   ✓          

Reptiles & Amphibians 

Spanish Psammodromus, Psammodromus hispanicus Mediterranean Turtle, Mauremys leprosa 

Iberian Green Frog, Pelophylax perezi  

Butterflies 

Black-eyed Blue, Glaucopsyche melanops Brimstone, Gonepteryx rhamni 

Holly Blue, Celastrina argiolus Marsh Fritillary, Euphydryas aurinia 

Meadow Brown, Maniola jurtina Spanish Marbled White, Melanargia ines 

Wall Brown, Lasiommata megera  

 

Malaga Cathedral by Rob Mileto 


