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Tour Leaders:   David Morris  Naturetrek Ornithologist 

    Mati Kose  Local Guide & Ornithologist 

And eight clients 

Day 1 Friday 27th March 

After the early afternoon arrival at Tallinn, via Helsinki, we met up with our Estonian leader Mati at the airport 

before making our way in to the historic part of Tallinn to pick up Andrea and Martin who had arrived a couple of 

days earlier. The weather was dry but cool, with spring feeling about six weeks behind that in the UK. We headed 

west from Tallinn through the mixed agricultural and wooded countryside towards our first accommodation of the 

trip. Winter flocks of Lapwing foraged in the roadside fields, along with the occasional White Stork and Common 

Cranes that had started pairing up for the spring. As the afternoon drew in, large flocks of White-fronted and Bean 

Geese moved across the big skies, from day time foraging fields to their night time roosts. 

 

We arrived at our first base for the week, situated within extensive pinewoods on the edge of the Baltic on 

Estonia’s northwest coastline, where groups of Siskin fed in the trees above our cosy forest lodges. Over dinner, we 

discussed the proposed activities for the following few days ahead, before retiring for an early night after a long day 

travelling for many. 

Day 2 Saturday 28th March 

A reasonably early start at first light saw us head deeper into the pine woodlands to the east of our accommodation, 

for a morning birding in the local area to find some much sought-after northern woodland grouse species. A steady 

drive around roads and tracks near the hamlet of Variku gave us brief views of our first target: Capercaillie. We 

found a male lekking at the base of roadside pines, before it flew off deeper into the woodland. Further into the 

woods, we entered a large clearing that was created for agricultural cropping, but also gave ideal habitat for groups 

of Black Grouse to use as a large lek site. We found at least 30 males, tails fanned out and uttering their bubbling 

calls in order to attract the attention of females. These were better camouflaged, and put in an occasional 

appearance as the males chased them around the lek site. Other birds in the fields included Lapwing, 

Yellowhammer, Common Crane and Skylarks, and an immature Golden Eagle passed overhead. A pale Rough-

legged Buzzard was perched up in trees on the edge of the clearing. 

 

We had a picnic breakfast and warming coffee in the woodlands around Lake Veskijarv, where we found more 

Black Grouse, before making the short drive through the extensive woodlands to the Poosaspea Peninsula that 

sticks out into the Baltic Sea, giving good views of migrating and wintering wildfowl and seabirds. Large rafts of 

Long-tailed Ducks were on the sea and flying back and forth past the peninsula, along with smaller numbers of 

Common Eider, Velvet and Common Scoters, Red-breasted Merganser and Goosander. Small parties of Whooper 

and Bewick’s Swans roosted and fed in the adjacent bay. After a good morning’s birding, we headed back to the 

hotel for a filling lunch and a short rest. 

 

After lunch, we visited Sutlepa Meri, a former Baltic Sea bay that was now cut off from the sea to create a shallow 

fresh water lagoon, fringed by extensive reedbeds. At least four Bitterns boomed from the reedbeds, and Marsh 

Harrier and White-tailed Eagle patrolled the wetland in search of prey. Out on the water, large rafts of Coot and 

Tufted Duck were mixed in with good numbers of Goldeneye, Smew, Teal and Mallard. Red-necked Grebe gave 
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occasional views as it fished within a sheltered reed fringed bay, adjacent to the car park. Large flocks of White-

fronted Geese flew around, moved about by immature White-tailed Eagles, and Common Cranes were in the 

cultivated fields with flocks of feeding Yellowhammers and Starling. 

 

After an early dinner, we headed out into Nova forest in search of owls. Mati successfully called in an impressive 

Ural Owl that many in the group saw flying between the trees at dusk, before we moved on, hearing a further 

calling Ural Owl and several roding Woodcock. With the sky clearing and a good Aurora forecast for the evening, 

we headed back to the Poosaspea Peninsula to try our luck at the northern lights on the clear northerly horizon 

facing Finland. A fantastic star-filled sky presented itself but, as the evening passed, the sky started to cloud up and, 

with our chances of seeing the Aurora fading, we headed back to the hotel for a good night’s sleep. 

Day 3 Sunday 29th March 

With a brighter day forecast, we had breakfast before packing up and departing southwest, for a trip out onto 

Saaremaa Island in search of Steller’s Eider. We arrived at the port with time to spare, so admired small groups of 

Long-tailed Ducks loafing around in the harbour, before we boarded the large roll-on, roll-off ferry on the short 30 

minute crossing of the relatively shallow Suur Vain Straight. From the deck at the bow of the ferry, we had 

grandstand views of large rafts of Long-tailed Ducks, along with Common Eiders, Velvet and Common Scoters 

and Red-throated Diver. After disembarking, we made the short journey across the smaller eastern island of Muhu, 

before crossing the causeway linking Muhu and Saaremaa, where large numbers of Whooper and Bewick’s Swans 

were roosting and feeding in the shallow waters. Other wintering wildfowl included good numbers of Smew, 

Goldeneye, Wigeon, Pintail and Teal. White-tailed Eagles were perched on rocks in the bay. 

 

We finally arrived at our Steller’s Eider stop for the day at the port of Saaremaa Sadam, and immediately located a 

tight flock of 170 birds just offshore. Good views were had of the birds as they loafed about in a characteristically 

tight packed group, flying about on a couple of times as the local White-tailed Eagles cruised down the coast line. 

With Steller’s in the bag, we headed towards our lunch spot, stopping briefly on the shores of Tagalaht to view 

some fresh wolf tracks in the sand and adding Woodlark to the bird list. A fantastic home cooked lunch was 

enjoyed at Loona Manor house, along with coffee and freshly baked desert. 

 

We started the journey back across Saaremaa, pausing briefly to look for woodpeckers (unsuccessfully) and observe 

the carpets of Hepatica nobilis that had started to flower in the sheltered broadleaved woodlands of Viidumae Forest. 

A cultural stop was scheduled, to view the impressive Kuressaare Castle. The building was extensively modernised 

by the Danish when they took control of it in 1559, before it passed to the Swedes, and then the Russian Empire by 

the early 1700’s. Birds here were thin on the ground at this time of year with only the odd Common Gull of note. 

 

We continued back across Saaremaa, catching the 6pm ferry before heading south to towards our hotel in the leafy 

suburbs of Parnu. We settled into our hotel before enjoying an evening meal accompanied, for some, by the odd 

bottle of Corncrake rye beer, that Mati recommended we tried. 

Day 4 Monday 30th March 

We woke to wet and cold weather, so delayed our departure to have our breakfast at the hotel this morning, before 

we headed out into Soometsa Forest in search of woodland passerines that should be full of the joys of spring. The 
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first track we drove down revealed Black Woodpecker and a pair of Hazel Grouse that skulked about in the 

trackside vegetation before disappearing into the woodland cover. As light snow fell, we got out of the buses and 

walked some of the tracks on foot, noting White-tailed Eagles cruising overhead and the calls of distant Common 

Cranes beyond the woodland. In a patch of dense conifer plantation, we heard the distant calls of one our 

morning’s targets so, with a brief persuasion by Mati and his loudspeaker, Nutcracker appeared in the top of an 

adjacent spruce tree calling and giving us exceptional views of this stunning corvid. 

 

With the adverse weather continuing, we retired for lunch to the village of Haademeeste, where we enjoyed a hearty 

and warming lunch provided by the village women’s group, along with a range of traditional knitted crafts available 

to purchase. Lunch over, we walked around some of the village park where we found Tree Sparrow, Marsh Tit, and 

Great Spotted and Middle Spotted Woodpeckers, the later performing well and giving us superb views. We drove 

out of the village through coastal meadows, finding large flocks of wintering Bean, White-fronted and Barnacle 

Geese grazing the grasslands. 

 

Our afternoon birding was done around the wetlands and coastal meadows of the old Pikla fishponds. We started 

in the comfort of a newly renovated birding lodge, with views to the east over the reedbeds and to the west over 

the Baltic coastline. Whooper and Bewick’s Swans were joined by Wigeon and Gadwall on the shore, and more 

rafts of Long-tailed Duck were on the sea. Marsh Harrier quartered the reedbed and Great Grey Shrike perched on 

wires over the wetlands. With rain continuing we headed towards Lepakula fields in search of geese, via a large 

heronry starting to build up in the pinewoods. At Lepakula, over 2,000 White-fronted Geese were present, along 

with smaller numbers of Barnacle and Taiga and Tundra Bean Geese, feeding on grass and cereal crops in the 

fields. After this conclusion to the day, we returned to our comfortable hotel for our last evening meal in Estonia 

and a few more Corncrake beers. 

Day 5 Tuesday 31st March 

We enjoyed a traditional Estonian breakfast on our last day in the country, before packing up the buses and taking a 

steady drive back towards Tallinn. Before leaving Parnu, we explored a series of meadows adjacent to the coast that 

were unseasonably dry and somewhat lacking in wildfowl, but Beaver was evident from the numerous lodges and 

felled trees, and half a dozen White-tailed Eagles entertained us. In Tallinn, we were met by our guide by the large 

and impressive Russian Orthodox Church, for a tour of the old historic town. Lunch was enjoyed in the medieval 

Estonian surroundings of Kuldse Notsu Korts (The Golden Piglet Inn) before we made our way to the airport 

where we said our farewells to Mati and Eve (who was flying via Amsterdam) and boarded our flight back to the 

UK, via Helsinki. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now 

live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds  ( = recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      March 

  Common name Scientific name 27 28 29 30 31 

1 Mute Swan Cygnus olor  40 250+ 10 4 

2 Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus  38 300+ 45 40 

3 Tundra (Bewick’s) Swan Cygnus columbianus  6 30 6  

4 Bean Goose Anser fabalis/serrirostris 40 100 50 500+ 30 

5 Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 300+ 1000 800+ 3000+ 300 

7 Greylag Goose Anser anser  6 80 200  

8 Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis   100 600+  

9 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna  24 50 6  

10 Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope   200 1000+ 100+ 

11 Gadwall Anas strepera    8  

12 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca   400 200  

13 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos     

15 Northern Pintail Anas acuta   60 10  

16 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata  30 8 6 4 

17 Common Pochard Aythya ferina  60    

18 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula  400+ 300 30  

19 Steller’s Eider Polysticta stelleri   170   

20 Common Eider Somateria mollissima  200 500 50  

21 Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis  1500+ 2000+ 300  

22 Common Scoter Melanitta nigra  40 100   

23 Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca  8 40   

24 Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula  200 200 50  

25 Smew Mergellus albellus  40 30+ 8  

26 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator  25 60 15  

27 Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser  30 80   

28 Hazel Grouse Bonasa bonasia    3  

29 Black Grouse Tetrao tetrix  40+    

30 Western Capercaillie Tetrao urogallus  1    

31 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata   2   

32 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus  8 3   

33 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena  1    

34 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 10 30+ 100 8  

35 Great Bittern Botaurus stellaris  4H    

36 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 1 10 4 2  

37 White stork Ciconia ciconia 1 4 2 1 3 

38 White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla  6 8 6 8 

39 Eurasian Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus  1  1  

40 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus  1  2  

41 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 3 11 6 10 3 

42 Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus  1 1   

43 Golden Eagle Aquilla chrysaetos  1  1  

44 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 2 2 3 2 1 

45 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus  1    

46 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus  2    

47 Common Coot Fulica atra  400  8  

48 Common Crane Grus grus 3 25 16 10 6 

49 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 100 500+ 50 150 40 
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      March 

  Common name Scientific name 27 28 29 30 31 

50 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago  1    

51 Eurasian Woodcock Scolopax rusticola  3    

52 Common Redshank Tringa totanus  3    

53 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus  1    

54 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus      

55 Mew Gull Larus canus      

56 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus  10 18   

57 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus   3   

58 Herring Gull Larus argentatus      

59 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia      

60 Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus      

61 Ural Owl Strix uralensis  1 +1H    

62 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius    2  

63 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major  1  3  

64 Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius    2  

65 Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor  1 2 3 1 

66 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius  1  3  

67 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica      

68 Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula 10 20 10 30 6 

69 Rook Corvus frugilegus    4  

70 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix      

71 Northern Raven Corvus corax  3 6 4  

72 Bearded Reedling Panurus biarmicus  H    

73 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris    2  

74 Willow Tit Poecile montanus  1    

75 European Crested Tit Parus cristatus  1    

76 Coal Tit Periparus ater  2  1  

77 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus  4 2 4  

78 Great Tit Parus major  6 4 9 2 

79 Woodlark Lullula arborea   2   

80 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis  10+ 2   

81 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus    8  

82 Goldcrest Regulus regulus    6  

83 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes  2H  3  

84 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea    2  

85 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris    2  

86 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris      

87 Common Blackbird Turdus merula      

88 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris  20 100+   

89 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos      

90 Redwing Turdus iliacus  30    

91 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus      

92 European Robin Erithacus rubecula      

93 House Sparrow Passer domesticus      

94 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus    4  

95 Dunnock Prunella modularis    2  

96 White Wagtail Motacilla alba      

97 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis  6 2 4  

98 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs      

99 European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris  6 10 20+  

100 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis  20+ 30 6 4 
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      March 

  Common name Scientific name 27 28 29 30 31 

101 Eurasian Siskin Carduelis spinus 10 10  6  

102 Common Linnet Carduelis cannabina    20  

103 Common Redpoll Carduelis flammea  3    

104 Red (Common) Crossbill Loxia curvirostra  4    

105 Common Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula    3  

106 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella  200+    

107 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus  4  2  

Mammals 

European Brown Hare European Beaver (signs) Red Fox  

Roe Deer Wolf (footprints) Grey Seal 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, tour 

reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/

